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Figure  1.  Type  1 (presumed  Grant's)  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  off  Hatteras,  North  Carolina,  27  May  2009.  A typical  individual  at  this  season,  with  obvious  molt  in  the  middle  primaries  (p1-p3  are  new, 
p4  growing,  p5  shed,  and  p6-p1 0 old;  note  that  plO  on  storm-petrels  is  distinctly  shorter  than  p9,  and  often  covered  by  it).  Photograph  by  Steve  Af.  G.  Howell. 


Abstract 

This  paper  discusses  seasonal  occurrence  pat- 
terns and  provisional  identification  criteria 
for  members  of  the  Band-rumped  Storm-Pe- 
trel (Occanodwma  castro)  complex  observed 
off  North  Carolina,  where  the  authors  studied 
and  photographed  this  species  extensively, 
2007-2010.  Recent  published  research  on 
this  complex  indicates  that  it  includes  nu- 
merous laxa,  perhaps  as  many  as  ten  world- 
wide; in  the  past  few  years,  several  of  these 
have  been  described  as  distinct  species.  Our 


study  of  molt  in  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrels 
off  North  Carolina  suggests  that  at  least  two 
types  are  present  in  pelagic  Gulf  Stream  wa- 
ters. We  present  evidence  that  most  individu- 
als observed  are  from  a winter-breeding  pop- 
ulation, with  a smaller  number  likely  from  a 
summer-breeding  population.  We  infer  that 
the  larger  and  more  numerous  type  corre- 
sponds to  the  undescribed  winter-breeding 
population  that  nests  from  the  Azores  to  the 
Canary  Islands,  which  has  been  called  Grants 
Storm-Petrel,  whereas  the  smaller  and  less 


numerous  type  may  be  the  recently  recog- 
nized Madeiran  Storm-Petrel  (0.  castro  sensu 
stricto),  breeding  from  the  Madeiran  archipel- 
ago south  to  the  northeastern  Canary  Islands. 
Just  as  these  taxonomic  arrangements  and 
nomenclature  are  provisional,  so  the  identifi- 
cations discussed  herein  are  tentative. 

Background 

The  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  {Oceanodroma 
castro)  complex  consists  of  an  unresolved 
number  of  taxa  that  breed  on  islands  in  tropi- 
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Monteiro's  ( March  - September ) 
Grant's  ( August  - March  ) 


Grant's  ( August  - March  ) 


Berlengas 
Islands 


Azores 


Selvagens 

Madeiran  ( March  - October  ) Islands 

Grant's  ( August  ~ March  ) 'ji  Canary  ^ 


Cape  Verde  ( October  - June  ) 


Cape  Verde 
Islands  ^ 


Gum 


Map  1 . Map  of  the  eastern  North  Atlantic  islands  (often  called  Macaronesia),  showing  the  breeding  distribution  and  breeding  season  of  Monteiro's,  Grant's,  Madeiran,  and  Cape  Verde  Storm-Petrels,  as 
defined  by  Robb  et  al.  (2008),  in  the  major  island  groups.  Map  by  Kei  Sochi. 
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Figure  2.  Type  2 (possible  Madeiran)  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  off  Hatteras, 
North  Carolina,  7 June  2009.  Compare  small-headed  and  slim  build  with  the 
chunkier  and  slightly  paler  presumed  Grant's  in  Figures  1 and  3.  This  individual 
has  recently  completed  primary  molt  and  might  be  taken  for  a fresh- 
plumaged  juvenile.  Note,  though,  the  relatively  faded  and  worn  greater 
coverts  compared  to  the  newer  and  blacker  secondaries,  and  the  contrast  be- 
tween the  fresher,  blacker  secondaries  and  the  older,  browner  inner  primaries. 
Other  images  show  the  outer  primaries  to  be  slightly  fresher  and  blacker  than 
the  inners.  On  a juvenile,  all  of  the  wing  feathers  would  be  of  the  same  age 
and  show  similar  degrees  of  wear  and  fading.  The  narrow  faded  "hindcollar" 
indicates  that  some  nape  feathers  have  not  yet  been  molted.  The  dusky  medi- 
an line  on  the  uppertail  coverts  could  indicate  that  some  of  the  coverts  are  not 
fully  grown,  although  such  markings  appear  more  typical  of  possible  Madeiran 
than  of  presumed  Grant's  (see  Figure  10).  Photograph  by  Steve  N.  G.  Howell. 


Figure  3.  Type  1 (presumed  Grant's)  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  off  Hatteras, 
North  Carolina,  26  July  2009.  Compare  the  large-headed  and  bulky  build  of  this 
individual  with  the  slighter  and  darker  possible  Madeiran  Storm-Petrel  in  Fig- 
ure 2.  This  bird  appears  to  have  recently  completed  primary  molt  but  may  still 
be  molting  inner  secondaries  and  some  rectrices  (possibly  accentuating  the  ap- 
parent tail  notch).  Photograph  by  Kate  Sutherland. 


cal  and  subtropical  latitudes  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean  and  eastern  Atlantic  Ocean.  In  older 
North  American  literature,  Band-rumped 
Storm-Petrel  (hereafter  often  referred  to  as 
“Band-rump,"  indicating  the  entire  complex) 
was  known  as  Harcourt’s  or  Madeiran  Petrel 
(or  Storm-Petrel  or  similar  variants);  the  latter 
name  is  still  widely  used  in  Europe  to  refer  to 
the  complex.  Until  recently,  the  prevailing 
view  based  on  morphology  has  been  that 
Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  showed  limited  ge- 
ographic variation  and  was  best  considered  a 
monotypic  species  (Austin  1952,  Harris  1969). 
Recent  studies  of  vocalizations  and  genetics, 
however,  have  disproved  this  view  (Monteiro 
and  Furness  1998,  Friesen  et  al.  2007,  Smith 
and  Friesen  2007,  Smith  et  al.  2007,  Robb  et  al. 
2008,  Bolton  et  al.  2008).  Some  authors  have 
further  suggested,  based  on  genetics,  that  the 
Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  complex  comprises 
an  old  lineage  that  is  distinct  enough  from  oth- 


er storm-petrels  to  warrant  a separate 
genus,  Thalobata  (Penhallurick  and 
Wink  2004;  but  see  Rheindt  and 
Austin  2005). 

In  terms  of  regular  North  Ameri- 
can occurrence,  the  North  Atlantic 
populations  of  Band-rumped  Storm- 
Petrel  are  almost  certainly  the  ones  responsi- 
ble for  records  in  eastern  North  America.  Pa- 
cific populations  of  Band-rumps  are  not 
known  to  range  near  the  waters  of  the  U.  S. 
West  Coast,  although  vagrants  are  always  a 
possibility.  The  most  accessible  treatment  of 
North  Atlantic  types  is  that  by  Robb  et  al. 
(2008),  who  recognized  four  as  breeding  in 
the  North  Atlantic  (Map  1);  three  of  these 
have  taxonomic  standing  at  present.  We  fol- 
low this  treatment  here,  while  acknowledging 
that  more  work  is  needed  on  this  complex 
and  that  there  may  not  be  full  concordance 
between  vocal  and  genetic  data  (Friesen  et  al. 
2007,  Robb  et  al.  2008).  Likewise,  our  con- 
clusions must  be  viewed  as  provisional  and  in 
some  cases  conjectural  (Figures  1-3).  We  be- 
lieve, however,  that  there  is  value  to  summa- 
rizing our  observations  as  a starting  point  for 
discussion,  and  we  encourage  similar  studies 
to  be  made  elsewhere  in  the  North  American 


range  of  Band-rumped 
Storm-Petrel.  In  addition  to 
the  following  four  types, 
there  are  two  or  more  At- 
lantic populations  of  Band- 
rumps  breeding  in  equatori- 
al and  tropical  southern  lati- 
tudes on  the  islands  of  As- 
cension and  St.  Helena  (Ben- 
nett et  al.  2009),  and  birds 
possibly  breeding  on  islets 
off  Sao  Tome,  in  the  Gulf  of 
Guinea  (Williams  1984). 

Grant’s  Storm-Petrel  (not 
formally  described;  see  Robb 
et  al.  2008)  breeds  widely 
from  the  Azores  south  and 
east  to  the  Canary  Islands; 
egg  laying  is  mainly  in  Octo- 
ber-November  and  young 
fledge  mainly  in  March- 
April.  The  at-sea  non-breed- 
ing range  includes  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  based  on  a band- 
ed bird  from  the  Azores  re- 
covered off  Florida  (Woolf- 
enden  et  al.  2001). 

Monteiro’s  Storm-Petrel 
(0.  monteiwi'  formally  de- 
scribed in  Bolton  et  al. 
2008)  breeds  locally  in  the 
Azores;  egg  laying  is  in 
May-June  and  young  fledge 
by  early  October.  The  at-sea  non-breeding 
range  is  unknown;  Bolton  et  al.  (2008)  sug- 
gest that  the  species  may  remain  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  its  breeding  grounds  throughout  the 
year,  based  on  two  late  October  and  one  mid- 
November  records  from  the  Azores. 

Madeiran  Storm-Petrel  (0.  castro)  breeds 
from  the  Madeiran  archipelago  south  to  the 
northeastern  Canary  Islands;  egg  laying  is 
mainly  in  June-July  and  fledging  in  mid-  to  late 
October.  The  at-sea  range  is  unknown.  A po- 
tential source  of  confusion,  Bolton  et  al.  (2008) 
call  the  winter-breeding  Band-rumps  (i.e., 
Grant’s)  in  the  Azores  “Madeiran  Storm-Pe- 
trel,” the  English  name  that  Robb  et  al.  (2008) 
give  to  this  smaller,  summer-breeding  taxon. 

Cape  Verde  Storm-Petrel  (0.  jabejabe) 
breeds  in  the  Cape  Verde  Islands,  where  egg 
laying  may  occur  mainly  in  October-Novem- 
ber  and  February-May  (Hazevoet  1995).  This 
bimodal  laying  suggests  that  two  seasonal 
populations  could  be  involved,  but  no  studies 
have  been  conducted  that  would  reveal  differ- 
ences between  them,  and  Robb  et  al.  (2008) 
indicate  that  vocalizations  sound  similar  from 
October  through  June.  Hazevoet  (1995)  sug- 
gested that  the  species  may  be  dispersive 
rather  than  truly  migratory,  and  Band-rumps 
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that  occur  off  western  Africa  may  be  of  this  species,  but  more  research  is  needed  in 
the  Cape  Verde  Islands  and  on  Sao  Tome. 

Estimating  the  populations  of  nocturnal-breeding  seabirds  is  notoriously  difficult. 
Breeding  populations  for  the  above  four  types  have  been  estimated  at  3000-5000  pairs 
for  Grants,  250-300  pairs  for  Monteiro’s,  2000-4000  pairs  for  Madeiran,  and  1000  or 
so  pairs  for  Cape  Verde  (Hazevoet  1995,  Bolton  et  al.  2008,  Robb  et  al.  2008).  Given 
the  frequency  with  which  Band-rumps  are  seen  off  the  East  Coast  and  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  at  least  some  of  these  numbers  may  be  significant  underestimates. 

Molt  Timing 

On  current  knowledge,  identification  of  the  different  types  of  Band-rumped  Storm- 
Petrels  known  to  breed  in  the  eastern  North  Atlantic  is  feasible  only  with  vocaliz- 
ing birds  on  the  breeding  islands  (Robb  et  al.  2008).  Only  very  recently  have  au- 
thors begun  to  attempt  distinguishing  these  types  at  sea,  and  the  field  identification 
criteria  are  still  being  developed  (Robb  et  al.  2008).  Even  with  good  field  studies 
and  photographs,  it  may  be  the  case  that  identification  of  some  individuals,  or  in- 
deed of  some  taxa  altogether,  will  ultimately  not  be  possible  in  the  field. 

Nonetheless,  because  different  types  breed  at  different  seasons,  and  because 
wing  molt  and  breeding  do  not  overlap  appreciably,  molt  timing  may  provide  a clue 
to  the  identity  of  adult  Band-rumps  seen  off  the  East  Coast.  Storm-petrels  have  one 
complete  molt  per  year,  and  their  wing  molt  is  often  protracted  over  the  five  to  sev- 
en months  between  breeding  attempts.  As  in  most  birds,  wing  molt  in  storm-pe- 
trels starts  with  the  innermost  primary  (pi)  and  proceeds  sequentially  outwards  to 
the  outermost  primary  (plO).  Also  as  in  many  species,  the  short  inner  2-3  primar- 
ies of  storm-petrels  may  be  shed  almost  synchronously  and  grow  in  fairly  quickly 
(Howell  2010;  Howell,  unpubl.  data).  Based  on  observations  off  North  Carolina  in 
May-June,  p5-p6  of  Band-rumps  can  be  shed  while  p4  is  still  growing,  producing 
obvious  gaps  in  the  wing  on  many  birds  (Figures  1,  4).  As  p7  and  p8  grow,  the  rate 
of  old  feather  shedding  slows,  so  that  p8  and  p9  are  not  shed  before  the  adjacent 
feather  is  mostly  grown,  sometimes  making  it  difficult  to  detect  wing  molt  (Figures 
5-8).  We  have  seen  very  few  birds  with  only  plO  retained,  and  observations  of  sev- 
eral with  p9  and  plO  both  growing  (Figure  9)  indicate  that  the  outer  2 primaries 
can  be  molted  in  fairly  quick  succession.  Molt  of  the  secondaries  starts  with  a 
group  of  middle  feathers  (and  possibly  the  tertials),  and  the  outer  4 secondaries 
(sl-s4)  are  not  renewed  until  molt  has  progressed  outward  through  the  middle  pri- 
maries. Tail  molt  in  Band-rumps  off  North  Carolina  appears  to  occur  during  or  fol- 
lowing molt  of  the  outer  primaries  (pers.  obs.;  Lee  1984),  as  occurs  with  Wilsons 
Storm-Petrel  (Oceanites  oceanicus)  (Howell,  unpubl.  data). 

Among  populations  of  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  in  the  Azores,  wing  molt  of 
both  adult  Monteiro’s  and  adult  Grant’s  starts  toward  the  end  of  their  respective 
breeding  season  and  completes  by  the  start  of  the  next  (Bolton  et  al.  2008).  Thus, 
in  breeding  Monteiro’s,  primary  molt  spans  early  August  to  mid-May,  mainly  Au- 
gust-March. In  breeding  Grant’s,  primary  molt  spans  late  January-mid-October, 
with  most  birds  molting  during  March-August.  Consequently,  adult  Monteiro’s  are 
starting  primary  molt  when  Grant’s  are  finishing  it,  and  vice-versa.  In  terms  of  their 
breeding  cycles,  primary  molt  in  Grant’s  and  Monteiro’s  begins  when  chicks  are 
well  grown  and  ends  before  egg  laying,  which  is  similar  to  the  relationship  of  wing 
molt  and  breeding  in  Leach’s  Storm-Petrel  (Oceanodroma  leucorhoa)  and  Ashy 
Storm-Petrel  (0.  homochroa)  in  California,  whose  molt  spans  roughly  late  Au- 
gust-early April  (Ainley  et  al.  1976). 

A complicating  factor  is  that  non-breeding  immatures  probably  have  a different 
molt  schedule  than  breeding  adults.  In  most  tropical  and  subtropical  lubenoses, 
and  even  in  many  temperate  species,  the  wing  molt  of  immatures  usually  starts  1- 
2 months  earlier  than  that  of  breeding  adults  and  also  concludes  earlier,  because 
immatures  are  not  involved  in  breeding  activities. 

For  example,  in  Leach’s  Storm-Petrel,  a species  whose  summer  breeding  season 
is  similar  to  that  of  Monteiro’s  Storm-Petrel,  year-old  birds  start  their  second  pre- 
basic  wing  molt  in  late  May-June  and  complete  it  by  early  winter  (Crossin  1974; 
Howell,  pers.  obs.).  This  offset  in  molt  timing  may  also  hold  for  summer-breeding 
Band-rumps.  Thus,  a provisional  second  prebasic  molt  schedule  for  Monteiro’s 
would  be  starting  in  May-June  and  ending  in  October-December.  If  a similar  off- 


Figure  4.  Presumed  Grant's  Storm-Petrel  off  Hatteras,  North  Carolina,  23  May 
2009.  Another  typical  individual.  Compared  to  the  bird  in  Figure  1,  p4  is  longer  and 
p6  has  also  been  shed.  Photograph  by  Steve  N.  G.  Howell. 


Figure  S.  Presumed  Grant's  Storm-Petrel  off  Hatteras,  North  Carolina,  30  May 
2010.  Another  typical  individual  at  this  season,  with  p6  mostly  grown,  p7  shed, 
and  p8-p1 0 old.  Note  the  fine  dusky  bars  on  the  white  rump  patch,  typical  of  fresh 
plumage.  Photograph  by  Steve  N.  6.  Howell. 


Figure  6.  Presumed  Grant's  Storm-Petrel  off  Hatteras,  North  Carolina,  23  May 
2009.  As  molt  progresses  farther  out  in  the  primaries,  the  feathers  are  shed  more 
slowly  and  molt  gaps  become  harder  to  detect;  p8-pl  0,  and  their  coverts,  are  yet 
to  be  shed.  Also  note  the  narrow  paler  hindcollar  of  faded  old  feathers.  Photo- 
graph by  Steve  N.  6.  Howell. 
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Figure  7.  Presumed  Grant's  Storm-Petrel  off  Hatteras,  North  Carolina,  28  June 
2009.  On  this  bird,  only  p9-p10  are  still  old,  but  at  a distance  it  could  appear  full- 
winged and  not  in  molt.  Photograph  by  Kate  Sutherland. 


Figure  8.  Presumed  Grant's  Storm-Petrel  off  Hatteras,  North  Carolina,  7 June  2009. 
At  a distance,  this  bird  appeared  not  to  be  molting,  but  closer  views  show  that  p9- 
p10  are  old.  Careful  examination  reveals  that  the  inner  primaries,  probably  renewed 
three  months  or  so  before  this  photograph  was  taken,  are  subtly  brown  and  faded 
relative  to  the  newer  and  blacker  middle  primaries  and  outer  secondaries,  although 
this  may  not  be  apparent  in  this  reproduction.  Photograph  by  Steve  M.  6.  Howell. 


Figure  9,  Unidentified  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  off  Hatteras,  North  Carolina,  28 
May  2009.  The  relatively  advanced  primary  molt  on  this  date,  with  p9-p10  grow- 
ing, may  indicate  a winter-breeding  bird  (Grant's?)  completing  second  prebasic 
molt,  or  an  older  bird  of  a summer-breeding  population  (cf.  Figures  10-11).  Photo- 
graph by  Steve  N.  G.  Howell. 


set  occurs  in  winter-breeding  populations,  then  Grant’s  may  undergo  their  second 
prebasic  wing  molt  mainly  between  December  and  June.  We  emphasize  that  these 
timings  for  immatures  are  conjectural,  and  that  molt  periods  and  molt  duration  can 
also  be  affected  by  seasonal  and  interannual  differences  in  food  supply,  migration 
distances,  and  simply  individual  fitness  and  foraging  experience. 

Because  Madeiran  Storm-Petrel  is  a summer  breeder  (averaging  about  a month 
later  than  Monteiro’s),  its  wing  molt  schedule  is  likely  similar  to  or  slightly  later 
than  Leach’s  (and  Monteiro’s?).  Thus,  wing  molt  may  span  September-June  in 
adults,  and  perhaps  July-January  in  first-years,  with  molt  aligning  progressively 
with  adult  timing  during  the  subsequent  immature  years. 

Given  similar  egg-laying  regimes,  molt  timing  in  winter-breeding  Cape  Verde  Storm- 
Petrels  may  be  similar  to  Grant’s,  whereas  spring-breeding  Cape  Verdes  are  likely  to 
have  a molt  schedule  more  similar  to  Monteiro’s,  Madeiran,  and  nominate  Leach’s. 

A further  complication  is  that  newly  fledged  young  from  winter-breeding  popu- 
lations are  in  fresh  plumage  at  a time  when  adults  of  summer-breeding  populations 
are  also  in  fresh  plumage,  and  the  reverse  applies  to  summer  juveniles  and  winter- 
breeding adults.  Moreover,  year-old  birds  (as  with  first-summer  Leach’s  in 
May-June)  are  likely  to  be  full-winged  but  with  fairly  uniform,  somewhat  worn 
remiges,  before  they  commence  their  second  prebasic  molt.  Thus,  although  the 
presence  of  wing  molt  may  be  informative,  absence  of  wing  molt  may  not  be. 

Good  photographs  can  help  in  evaluating  the  age  of  fresh-plumaged  and  full- 
winged birds  (Figures  10-13).  juveniles  have  uniformly  fresh  flight  feathers,  al- 
though the  secondaries  can  appear  blacker  than  the  primaries,  depending  on  the 
angle  of  the  light.  In  first-summer  Leach’s  (and  presumably  in  summer-breeding 
Band-rumps),  the  remiges  appear  fairly  uniform,  but  the  outer  primaries  (which 
are  the  most  exposed  feathers)  can  be  somewhat  worn  or  faded  at  the  tips  relative 
to  the  inners.  Fresh  birds  of  older  age  classes  often  show  a subtle  contrast  between 
fresher  and  blacker  outer  secondaries  and  older  and  browner  inner  primaries  (re- 
flecting the  time  differential  of  when  these  feathers  were  molted).  They  can  also 
show  one  or  more  points  of  contrast  within  the  secondaries  (between  fresher  and 
older  feathers,  especially  between  a blacker  s4  and  a browner  s5)  and  a gradation 
in  wear  among  the  primaries  from  older  and  browner  inners  to  newer  and  blacker 
outers  (i.e.,  the  reverse  of  worn  juveniles). 

To  document  molt  timing,  we  photographed  as  many  Band-rumped  Storm-Pe- 
trels as  we  could  off  Cape  Hatteras,  North  Carolina,  during  2007-2010.  Our  largest 
samples  are  from  late  May  to  early  June,  when  most  pelagic  trips  were  conducted 
(30  birds  in  2007,  55  in  2008,  115  in  2009,  68  in  2010;  Figure  14).  We  also  scored 
wing  molt  on  43  individuals  photographed  from  late  July  through  mid-August, 
2007-2009  (Figure  15). 

Most  Band-rumps  off  North  Carolina  in  May-June  were  in  mid-primary  molt, 
whereas  a minority  showed  no  signs  of  wing  molt  (Figure  14).  The  proportions  of 
spring  birds  at  different  wing-molt  stages  were  broadly  similar  in  all  four  years, 
with  about  80-90%  showing  molt  of  middle  through  outer  primaries  (usually  with 
3-5  old  outer  primaries  remaining)  and  about  10-20%  being  full-winged  or  just 
completing  molt  of  the  outermost  primary  (Figure  14).  The  majority  of  late  sum- 
mer Band-rumps  were  completing  wing  molt  or  in  fresh  plumage  (Figure  15),  and 
thus  appeared  to  represent  a continuation  of  molt  schedules  noted  in  spring. 

Of  28  non-molting  Band-rumps  seen  in  late  May-early  June,  none  of  the  15  pho- 
tographed well  appeared  to  be  a uniformly  fresh  juvenile  (i.e.,  from  a winter-breed- 
ing population).  Further  work  is  needed  to  establish  whether  juveniles  from  winter- 
breeding populations  occur  off  North  Carolina  and  when  they  might  arrive.  Three 
birds  appeared  to  be  uniform  and  slightly  worn  (Figure  12),  similar  to  first-summer 
Leach’s,  and  thus  were  likely  year-old  Band-rumps  from  summer-breeding  popula- 
tions. The  other  12  full-winged  birds  were  in  fresh  plumage  and  apparently  had 
completed  molt  fairly  recently,  as  would  have  soon  been  the  case  for  9 others  that 
were  concluding  molt  with  growth  of  plO.  These  birds  are  discussed  below. 

Measurements  and  Plumage  Criteria 

Comparable  measurements  for  all  types  of  Band-rumps  (that  is,  made  by  the  same 
workers  using  the  same  methods)  arc  unavailable  (Table  1).  Some  measurements  of 
Monteiro’s  and  Grant’s  Storm-Petrels  show  statistically  significant  differences  at  the 
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Figures  10-11.  Possible  Madeiran  Storm-Petrel  off  Hatteras,  North  Carolina,  21  May  2009.  This  bird  is  completing  molt  of  its  inner  secondaries  as  weli  as  plO  (apparent  in  other  photographs).  Note  the  contrast 
between  fresher  outer  secondaries  and  faded  inner  primaries,  and  the  subtie  gradation  from  faded  inner  to  fresher  outer  primaries  (the  apparent  "step"  between  p7  and  p8  represents  an  anomaly  with  p7, 
which  is  relatively  short  and  brown).  This  bird  might  be  a first-year  Grant's  Storm-Petrel,  but  we  suspect  it  is  more  likely  a non-breeding  Madeiran  Storm-Petrel  (the  squared  tail  would  be  atypical  of  Monteiro's). 
Black  spots  in  the  uppertail  coverts  may  be  more  frequent  in  Madeiran  than  in  Grant's  (also  see  photograph  on  page  246  of  Robb  et  al.  2008,  which  looks  similar  to  Figure  10).  Note  how  this  individual's  overall 
structure  and  plumage  tones  appear  quite  different  in  the  two  photographs,  highlighting  the  dangers  of  relying  on  a single  image  for  evaluating  general  structure.  Photographs  by  Steve  N.  6.  Howell. 


population  level,  but  all  measurements  also  show  con- 
siderable overlap  (Monteiro  and  Furness  1998,  Bolton 
et  al.  2008;  Table  1).  Winter-breeding  Grant’s  averages 
heavier,  larger-headed,  and  larger-billed  than  summer- 
breeding Monteiro’s  and  Madeiran  (Bolton  et  al.  2008, 
Robb  et  al.  2008;  Table  1),  Monteiro’s  is  relatively  light- 
bodied but  long-winged  and  long-tailed,  and  Cape 
Verde  birds  are  relatively  long-billed  (Table  1). 

One  feature  that  has  been  suggested  as  possibly  use- 
ful in  the  field  is  tail  fork  length,  although  this  over- 
laps among  types  (Table  1).  We  have  no  measure- 
ments of  tail  fork  for  Cape  Verde  Storm-Petrel,  but  it 
may  have  a fairly  squared  tail  tip  (Robb  et  al.  2008), 
and  thus  could  appear  similar  to  Grant’s.  Good  views 
are  needed  to  evaluate  tail  fork,  and  apparent  fork 
length  varies  greatly  with  angle  of  viewing,  with  how 
the  tail  is  held,  with  the  state  of  molt,  and  perhaps 
even  with  age  (Figures  16-20).  For  example,  the  pho- 
tographs of  presumed  Monteiro’s  at  sea  in  Robb  et  al. 
(2008)  show  little  evidence  of  a tail  fork  and  look 
much  like  most  Type  1 birds  (see  below)  off  North 
Carolina,  which  are  ostensibly  square-tailed. 

As  with  taxa  in  the  Leach’s  Storm-Petrel  complex, 
however,  conventional  measurements  (such  as  wing, 
tail,  tarsus,  and  even  tail  fork)  may  not  convey  differ- 
ences that  are  apparent  when  viewing  birds  in  the  held 
or  even  when  comparing  specimens  (Figure  21).  Off 
North  Carolina  in  May-June,  we  frequently  distin- 
guish two  types  of  Band-rumped  based  on  molt  timing 
and  plumage  state,  in  combination  with  overall  struc- 
ture and  plumage  pattern.  Type  1 birds  (in  obvious 
wing  molt)  often  appear  slightly  larger  and  bulkier, 
with  a relatively  large  head,  stout  bill,  and  broad 
wings,  whereas  Type  2 birds  (non-molting)  often  ap- 
pear rather  lightly  built  with  a relatively  small  head, 
hne  bill,  and  narrow  wings  (Figures  1-3).  Type  2 birds 
typically  appear  blacker  overall,  which  in  May-June  is 
often  exaggerated  in  contrast  to  the  faded  brown  or 
gray-brown  of  the  more  numerous  Type  1 birds.  This 


Table  1.  Comparative  selected  measurements  (in  millimeters,  except  for  mass,  in  grams)  for  North  Atlantic  types 
within  the  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  complex.  Methods  probably  differ  somewhat  between  sources  (e.g.,  wing 
length  of  Murphy  likely  unflattened  chord,  but  flattened  and  perhaps  straightened  by  other  workers),  and  several 
sources  unhelpfully  provide  only  statistically  significant  means,  with  standard  deviations.  Values  represent  mean 
plus/minus  standard  deviation,  with  absolute  range  and  sample  size  provided  parenthetically  when  available. 


ll  Grants 

Madeiran 

Monteiro's 

Cape  Verde 

Cultnen 

15.2±0.5' 

(n-76) 

14.9±0.5' 

(n=86) 

14.610.6’ 

(n=221) 

16.0’ 

(15-17,0=12) 

15.0±0.5’ 

(n=645) 

14.7±0.6'' 

(13.4-15.8,0=72) 

14.6+0.6’ 

(13.3-16.6,  0=207) 

15.0±0.5’ 

(13.3-16.6,  n=117) 

Wing 

154.7±4.0i 

(n=76) 

150.5+3.4’ 

(n=86) 

157.713.62 

(n=226) 

149.2’ 

(142-157,0=12) 

157.6±3.22 

(n=729) 

150.6F3.5'' 

(141-158,0=72) 

159.213.6’ 

(150-169,0=209) 

158.4±3.5’ 

(149-166,  n=129) 

Tail 

73.1±3.02 

(n=647) 

66.0±2.1^ 

(62-71,  n=72) 

75.312.7’ 

(n=217) 

69.2’ 

(64-74) 

72.4±2.5’ 

(66-79,  n=124) 

74.713.3’ 

(62-84,  n=206) 

Tail  fork 

5.6±1.72 

(n=70) 

5-105 

(n=10) 

8.012.82 

(n=128) 

- 

3.5±1.53 
(0-7,  n=124) 

7.812.33 

(l-14,n=205) 

Mass 

49.1  ±4.32 
(n=662) 

45.2±4.04 
(35-55,  n=72) 

44.014.52 

(n=206) 

- 

47.3±3.R 
(38.5-55.1,  0=115) 

44.614.03 

(34.8-56.1,0=227) 

’Nunes  2000  (Desertas  Islands,  Madeira),  ^Monteiro  and  Furness  1998  (Azores),  ’Bolton  et  al.  2008  (Azores), 
''Robertson  and  James  1988  (Great  Salvage  Island),  ’(British  Museum  specimens,  Madeira),  ’Murphy  1924. 
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Figure  12.  Unidentified  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  off  Hatteras,  North  Carolina,  5 
June  2010.  The  relatively  uniform-looking  but  slightly  faded  remiges,  the 
bleached,  contrastingly  pale  upperwing  band,  and  the  broken-tipped  outer  rectri- 
ces  (shown  better  in  other  images)  suggest  these  are  worn  juvenile  feathers, 
pointing  to  this  being  a first-year  bird  from  a summer-breeding  population,  possi- 
bly a Madeiran  Storm-Petrel  (cf.  Figures  19-20).  Photograph  by  Steve  N.  G.  Howell. 


Figure  13.  Unidentified  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  off  Hatteras,  North  Carolina, 

28  May  2010,  with  Wilson's  Storm-Petrel  behind.  This  bird  is  still  growing  plO  and 
thus  completing  its  prebasic  molt  into  fresh  plumage;  other  images  show  wear 
contrasts  among  the  secondaries,  confirming  it  is  not  a juvenile.  Whether  it  is  an 
"adult" from  a summer-breeding  population  ora  bird  in  second  basic  plumage 
from  a winter-breeding  population  is  unknown.  Photograph  by  Steve  N.  G.  Howell. 

difference  is  not  due  simply  to  fresh  versus  worn  plumage, 
however,  for  in  late  summer,  when  Type  1 birds  have  molt- 
ed into  fresh  plumage,  they  still  appear  slightly  paler  and 
grayer  overall.  Interestingly,  such  differences  in  structure 
and  plumage  tones  recall  those  between  the  smaller  and 
darker  summer-breeding  Townsend’s  Storm-Petrel  0.  [leu- 
corhoa]  socorroensis  and  the  larger  and  paler  winter-breed- 
ing Ainley’s  Storm-Petrel  0.  [leucorhoa]  cheimomnestes  in 
the  eastern  Pacific  (Howell  et  al.  2010). 

Based  on  a small  sample  studied  in  spring  2007  off  North 
Carolina,  Howell  provisionally  considered  that  molting 
Band-rumps  comprised  birds  in  more  advanced  wing  molt, 
with  a shorter  white  rump  “band,”  and  birds  in  less-ad- 
vanced wing  molt,  with  a longer  white  rump  band  (pho- 
tographs published  in  Robb  el  al.  2008,  p.  236).  However, 
our  samples  of  2008  through  2010  do  not  support  a corre- 
lation between  the  extent  of  the  white  band  and  primary 
molt  timing.  Given  the  great  variation  in  rump  pattern  ex- 
hibited by  the  single  subspecies  of  Leach’s  Storm-Petrel  in 
the  North  Atlantic  (Flood  2009),  perhaps  it  is  unsurprising 
that  any  given  type  of  Band-rump  could  also  be  quite  vari- 
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Figure  14.  Percentages  of  268  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrels  at  different  stages  of  primary  molt  off  North  Carolina, 

21  May-7  June  (2007  through  2010);  10G  indicates  plO  still  growing;  Mindicates  that  all  primaries  appeared  full- 
grown,  with  molt  completed.  Note  the  break  in  distribution  into  two  groups:  presumed  winter  breeders  with  mid- 
primary molt,  and  possible  summer  breeders  in  fresh  plumage  or  completing  molt  with  growth  of  plO.  All  years  are 
combined  in  the  figure,  but  the  bimodal  division  was  apparent  in  each  year. 
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Figure  15.  Percentages  of  30  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrels  at  different  stages  of  primary  molt  off  North  Carolina,  25 
July  to  17  August  (2007-2009);  9-IOG  indicates  p9  and  plO  both  growing,  WG  indicates  plO  still  growing;  Full  indi- 
cates that  all  primaries  appeared  full-grown,  with  molt  completed,  though  one  bird  observed  in  mid-August  ap- 
peared to  have  pi  shed;  see  text.  Note  how  molt  of  presumed  winter  breeders  (about  90%  of  individuals  represent- 
ed) progresses  from  the  late  May-early  June  period  (see  Figure  14)  to  the  late  July-mid-August  period. 
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able,  although  average  differences  may  occur  between  types.  For  example,  the  Type 
1 birds  tend  to  have  broader  rump  bands  than  Type  2 birds  and  less  often  have  scat- 
tered black  spots  in  the  white  (black  spots  on  15%  of  35  Type  1 birds  in  mid-pri- 
mary molt,  versus  on  70%  of  14  fresh  Type  2 birds),  but  there  is  overlap  in  these 
features.  Moreover,  black  spots  surrounded  by  white  may  sometimes  simply  reflect 
incompletely  grown  tail  coverts,  which  could  be  expected  on  birds  completing 
their  molt. 

Further  work  based  upon  birds  of  known  species  is  needed  to  elucidate  any  differ- 
ences in  structure,  plumage,  or  flight  manner  that  could  aid  in  at-sea  identihcation. 

Which  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrels  occur  off  North  Carolina? 

While  today  we  take  for  granted  the  occurrence  of  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrels 
over  warm,  deep  waters  off  the  East  and  Gulf  coasts,  it  was  not  until  the  pioneer- 
ing work  of  birders  and  of  researchers  such  as  David  Lee  and  others  in  the  early 
1980s  that  Band-rumps  were  found  to  be  a regular  component  of  the  North  Amer- 
ican avifauna  (Lee  1984,  Haney  1985).  Most  North  American  records  fall  between 
April  and  September,  and  Band-rumps  occur  regularly  off  the  East  Coast  north  at 
least  to  the  Carolinas,  as  well  as  through  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  west  to  Texas  (Lock- 
wood  and  Freeman  2004). 

Records  off  North  Carolina  are  known  from  mid-May  through  late  August  (Lee 
1984,  Patteson  and  Sutherland  2009).  Although  Band-rumps  might  also  occur  earli- 
er in  May  (and  even  in  April),  few  trips  to  the  Gulf  Stream  are  conducted  at  these 
times;  Haney  (1985)  detected  the  species  as  early  as  29  April  off  Florida’s  Atlantic 
coast.  The  largest  numbers  occur  from  mid-June  through  mid-August,  when  up- 
wards of  20  individuals  and  exceptionally  as  many  as  234  (6  August  2000;  Davis 
2001)  can  be  seen  on  a day  trip.  Although  Band- rumps  are  undocumented  in  North 
Carolina’s  offshore  waters  after  August,  Haney  (1985)  detected  the  species  through  4 
September  off  Florida,  and  there  are  later  specimens  for  Florida,  including  one  as  late 
as  6 December  (Stevenson  and  Anderson  1994;  see  below).  There  are  also  many  Sep- 
tember records  from  inshore  waters  and  inland  locations  in  the  eastern  United  States, 
e.g.,  30-70  individuals  from  sites  in  North  Carolina,  Virginia,  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  possibly  New  York  following  Hurricane  Isabel  in 
2003  (Davis  et  al.  2004)  and  8 between  North  Carolina,  Virginia,  and  Pennsylvania 
after  Tropical  Storm  Ernesto  in  2006  (Davis  et  al.  2007).  For  such  storm-related  birds, 
the  points  of  entrainment  are  obviously  unknown,  and  the  birds  may  well  have  been 
swept  up  from  points  southward.  Conceivably,  onshore  and  inshore  September 
records  represent  different  taxa  than  those  collected  and  observed  from  May  through 
August  off  North  Carolina:  September  tropical  cyclones  frequently  develop  around 
the  Cape  Verde  Islands,  thus  the  term  “Cape  Verde  hurricanes,” 

Which  Band-rumps  occur  off  North  Carolina?  Given  our  assumptions  about 
molt  timing  in  the  different  types  (outlined  above),  it  follows  that  Type  1 Band- 
rumps  off  North  Carolina  are  on  a winter-breeding  molt  schedule,  as  has  been  sug- 
gested for  molting  birds  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  (Woolfenden  et  al.  2001,  Bolton  et 
al.  2008).  Specimen  data  (Lee  1984)  and  our  observations  later  in  the  year  indicate 
that  most  Band-rumps  off  North  Carolina  complete  their  primary  molt  in  July-Au- 
gust, in  accord  with  the  return  of  winter  breeders  to  their  colonies  in  August-Sep- 
tember.  So  would  these  winter  breeders  be  Grant’s,  or  Cape  Verde,  or  both? 

The  relative  proximity  and  abundance  of  Grant’s  Storm-Petrel  as  a breeding  bird, 
and  specimen  conhrmation  that  this  type  occurs  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  suggests  that 
most  Band-rumps  visiting  North  Carolina  waters  are  more  likely  to  be  Grant’s  (our 
Type  1).  While  it  is  possible  that  Cape  Verde  Storm-Petrels  occur  off  North  Caroli- 
na, their  identification  at  sea,  as  with  Grant’s,  is  not  yet  possible.  It  may  be  that  this 
Cape  Verde  Storm-Petrel  does  not  normally  range  as  far  north  and  west  as  North 
American  waters,  which  appears  to  be  the  case  with  Cape  Verde  Shearwater 
(Calonectris  edwardsii),  for  instance,  which  appears  to  be  extremely  rare  in  North 
American  waters.  Because  we  can  neither  rule  in  Grant’s  with  certainty,  nor  rule  out 
Cape  Verde  Storm-Petrel  (or  even  the  presence  of  both),  our  treatment  of  winter 
breeders  off  North  Carolina  remains  hypothetical.  Moreover,  juveniles  from  winter- 
breeding populations  could  occur  in  North  American  waters,  though  we  are  not 
aware  of  any  records,  which  will  require  good-quality  photographs  or  in-hand  ex- 
amination. Preparation  of  the  15  North  Carolina  specimens  taken  at  sea  indicated 


Figure  16.  Presumed  Grant's  Storm-Petrel  off  Hatteras,  North  Carolina,  2 June 
2009.  Compare  the  even-edged  or  slightly  rounded  spread  tail  with  the  partially 
closed  tail  a second  later,  in  Figure  17.  This  individual's  wing  molt  is  slightly  asym- 
metrical, with  four  old  primaries  remaining  on  the  right  wing,  five  on  the  left. 
Photograph  by  Steve  N.  G.  Howell. 


Figure  17.  Presumed  Grant's  Storm-Petrel  off  Hatteras,  North  Carolina,  2 June 
2009.  The  same  bird  as  Figure  16,  a second  later,  showing  how  the  slightly  closed 
and  concave  tail  can  appear  slightly  notched.  Photograph  by  Steve  N.  6.  Howell. 


Figure  18.  Presumed  Grant's  Storm-Petrel  off  Hatteras,  North  Carolina,  27  May 
2009.  The  apparent  tail  notch  shown  by  this  bird  may  simply  reflect  the  angle  from 
which  the  slightly  closed,  concave  tail  is  viewed.  Photograph  by  Steve  N.  G.  Howell. 
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Figure  19.  Unidentified  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrei  off  Hatteras,  Morth  Carolina, 
21  May  2007.  This  individual  really  does  seem  to  have  a distinctly  notched  tail, 
with  the  outer  rectrices  appreciably  longer  than  the  inners.  Although  its  wing- 
molt  timing  fits  with  Grant's,  could  some  immature  Monteiro's  (which  have  the 
deepest  tail  notch  of  North  Atlantic  Band-rumpeds)  be  molting  at  this  time?  This 
and  the  bird  in  Figure  20  are  the  only  two  molting  spring  birds  we  have  pho- 
tographed with  a distinct  tail  fork.  Photograph  by  Steve  N.  6.  Howell. 


Figure  20.  Unidentified  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  off  Hatteras,  North  Carolina,  30 
May  2010.  This  distinctive-looking  individual  stands  out  as  having  relatively  narrow 
wings  and  a deeply  forked  tail,  which  are  shown  well  in  a series  photographs  from 
different  angles  and  not  simply  artifacts  of  this  single  photograph  or  of  tail  molt.  A 
tail  fork  this  pronounced  may  rule  out  Grant's  and  point  to  Monteiro's.  Might  first- 
summer  Monteiro's  molt  earlier  than  first-summer  Madeiran  (cf.  Figures  12  and 
1 9)?  As  is  so  often  the  case,  more  work  is  needed.  Photograph  by  Steve  N.  G.  Howell. 


Figure  21 . Specimens  of  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  of  undetermined  identity  col- 
lected off  North  Carolina,  housed  at  North  Carolina  Museum  of  Natural  Sciences 
(NCSM),  Raleigh.  From  left  to  right,  NCSM  9536  (male,  5 July  1983;  wing  molt  com- 
pleted, tail  molt  completing),  NCSM  10369  (female,  31  July/9  August  1984;  p9-p10 
growing),  NCSM  13860  (female,  21  June  1985;  p8-p10  old),  and  NCSM  13861 
(male,  24  June  1985;  p8-pl0  old).  Besides  its  different  molt  schedule,  note  how 
the  left-hand  skin  (possibly  Madeiran)  appears  smaller  and  blacker  than  the  other 
three  (presumed  Grant's).  Photograph  by  Steve  N.  G.  Howell. 


Table  2.  Specimens  of  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  recovered  on  land  in  North  America,  in  chronological  order’ 


Location 

Date 

Source  (and/or  specimen  number) 

Navy  Yard  Bridge,  DC 

Aug  1893 

Palmer  1897 

Capitol  Hill,  DC 

Aug  1893 

Palmer  1897 

Morgan  County,  IN 

Jun  1902 

Butler  1906 

Ottawa,  ON' 

Aug  1933 

Taverner  1934a,  1934b 

Hidalgo  County,  TX’ 

Jun  1954 

Oberholser  1974 

Monroe  County,  FL 

Oct  1958 

Spruntl963 

Kleberg  County,  TX 

Jul  1968 

Zit/eM.  Lockwood  [TAMU-K299] 

Kleberg  County,  TX 

Jun 1969 

fide  M.  Lockwood  [WWF  1908] 

Escambia  County,  FL 

Aug  1969 

Stevenson  and  Anderson  1994 

Carteret  County,  NC 

Jun  1972 

Fussell  1974 

Charleston  County,  SC’ 

Jun  1972 

Shuler  1973 

Sevier  County,  TN'' 

Sep  1975 

Eller  1976  [USNM  52639] 

Brazoria  County,  TX 

Jul  1976 

Brooks  and  Arnold  2003 

Pinellas  County,  FL 

Oct  1977 

Stevenson  and  Anderson  1994 

Nueces  County,  TX 

May  1989 

fide  M.  Lockwood  [CWC 12440] 

Escambia  County,  FL 

Jul  1991 

Woolfenden  etal.  2001  [tissue;  FMNH] 

Anderson  County,  KY 

Jul 1994 

Palmer-Ball  1996 

Polk  County,  NC 

Aug  1994 

Davis  1995 

Escambia  County,  FL 

May  1997 

Woolfenden  et  al.  2001  [at  FMNH] 

Escambia  County,  FL 

May  1997 

Woolfenden  et  al.  2001  [at  FMNH] 

Escambia  County,  FL 

Jul  1997’ 

contra  Woolfenden  et  al.  2001  [GEW  5939] 

Beaufort  County,  SC 

Jun  1999 

W.  Post,  pers.  comm.  [ChM  1999.02.061] 

Norfolk  County,  ON 

Jul  2000 

Crins2003  [ROM  67110] 

Escambia  County,  FL 

Apr  2004 

UF  44558  (includes  skeleton) 

Nelson  County,  VA 

Sep  2004 

Day  2005 

Franklin  County,  KY 

Aug  2005 

Monroe  et  al.  2006 

Escambia  County,  FL‘ 

Apr  2006 

Steadman  2006 

Pinellas  County,  FL 

Aug  2008 

B.  Anderson,  pers.  comm,  [not  accessioned] 

♦This  list  does  not  include  discarded  or  lost  specimens,  skeletons,  or  the  many  birds  observed  alive  in  association 
with  tropical  cyclones;  a well-documented  sight  record  of  a Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  from  14  June  1984  at  Lake 
Mitchell,  Bexar  County,  Texas  (Lasley  and  Sexton  1985)  shows  no  obvious  meteorological  connection  (as  is  true  of 
the  Indiana  specimen  and  several  from  western  Florida). 

’This  bird  was  preserved  both  as  specimen  (CMNAV  25668)  and  skeleton  (CMNAV  S716). 

^In  addition  to  this  preserved  specimen  from  25  June,  two  others  were  noted  from  the  same  location  on  this  date. 
’Lee  (1984)  notes  that  this  specimen  (ChM  1972.37)  strongly  resembles  the  5 July  North  Carolina  specimen  (NCSM 
9536)  in  molt  and  in  overall  size  and  weight,  thus  possibly  also  a candidate  for  Madeiran  Storm-fetrel  (0.  castro  sen- 
su  stricto),  not  yet  verified  in  North  America.  See  NCSM  9536  in  Figure  21,  at  left. 

‘'One  26  September  specimen  preserved;  two  further  individuals  were  found  "dead  or  dying,"also  in  the  Great  Smoky 
Mountains  National  Park,  on  24  and  25  September;  however,  these  carcasses  were  buried  (C.  Sloan,  pers.  comm.). 
’Woolfenden  et  al.  (2001 ) give  the  year  as  1991  for  this  specimen,  but  tag  data  indicate  that  1997  is  correct  (R.  Bow- 
man, R.  Boughton,  pers.  comm.).  This  bird  wrecked  during  Hurricane  Danny  (Pranty  1998). 

'A  13  April  2003  specimen  from  Escambia  County  (Pranty  2003)  cannot  be  located  at  present  (T.  Webber,  pers. 
comm.).  

that  not  one  was  a juvenile  (Lee  1984),  a finding  that  agreed  with  Howell’s  review 
of  the  plumage  of  these  specimens. 

What  of  the  10-20%  of  spring  birds  off  North  Carolina  that  are  in  fresh  plumage 
or  completing  wing  molt?  Are  these  from  summer-breeding  populations?  Given 
that  thousands  of  Cory’s  Shearwaters  {Calonectris  [diomedea]  borealis)  from  sum- 
mer-breeding populations  in  the  eastern  Atlantic  occur  in  summer  off  North  Car- 
olina, as  well  as  non-breeding  Leach’s  Storm-Petrels  and  Manx  Shearwaters  (Piiffi- 
mis  piijfinus),  it  would  not  be  surprising  if  small  numbers  of  Madeiran  and  Mon- 
teiro’s  Storm-Petrels  occurred  as  well.  While  the  known  breeding  population  of 
Monteiro’s  is  small,  it  is  surely  much  larger  than  that  of  Swinhoe’s  Storm-Petrel  (0. 
monorhis)  in  the  North  Atlantic;  there  have  been  four  summer  records  of  Swinhoe’s 
off  North  Carolina  in  recent  years  (Patteson  et  al.  2009). 

As  with  non-breeding  Leach’s  Storm-Petrels,  Madeiran  and  Monteiro’s  off  North 
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Figure  22.  Unidentified  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  off  Hatteras,  North  Carolina, 

22  May  2007.  This  bird  is  growing  pi  and  has  shed  p2-p3,  but  p4-p10  are  old  and 
look  fairly  brown  and  uniformly  worn,  suggesting  faded  juvenile  feathers.  Howev- 
er, the  photograph  is  not  good  enough  to  determine  feather  generations  and  wear 
gradients.  Thus,  whether  this  is  an  early  molting  first-year  bird  from  a summer- 
breeding population,  or  a late-molting  Grant's  Storm-Petrel,  or  perhaps  even  a 
Cape  Verde  Storm-Petrel,  remains  unknown.  Photograph  by  Steve  N.  6.  Howell. 


Figure  23.  Unidentified  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  off  Hatteras,  North  Carolina, 

1 6 August  2009.  This  bird  appears  to  have  shed  pi  on  both  wings  and  the  contrast 
between  blacker  secondaries  and  paler  primaries  indicate  it  is  not  a first-year.  If 
this  bird  really  were  starting  primary  molt  in  fall  {a  sharper  image  is  needed  to  be 
certain),  then  its  distinctly  forked  tail  and  broad  white  rump  band  suggest  Mon- 
teiro's  Storm-Petrel.  Photograph  by  Steve  N.  6.  Howell. 


Carolina  in  May-June  would  likely  comprise 
worn  juveniles  (some  perhaps  starting  primary 
molt)  and  fresh-plumaged  older  birds,  perhaps 
including  some  still  completing  molt  in 
May-June.  Based  upon  larger  population  size, 
it  seems  more  likely  that  summer-breeding 
Band-rumps  off  North  Carolina  in  spring  (our 
Type  2)  would  be  mainly  Madeiran.  The  pho- 
tograph of  a presumed  Madeiran  in  Robb  et  al. 
(2008)  matches  well  many  of  the  Type  2 birds 
we  see  off  North  Carolina  (cf.  Figure  10). 

A possible  complication  is  that  some  im- 
mature Grant’s  (and  Cape  Verdes)  might  com- 
plete their  first  wing  molt  in  May-June,  when 
non-breeding  adult  Madeiran  (and  Mon- 
teiro’s)  could  also  be  completing  wing  molt. 
For  any  individual  bird,  distinguishing  be- 
tween a year-old  Grant’s  (or  winter-breeding 
Cape  Verde)  and  an  older  Madeiran  (or  Mon- 
teiro’s)  may  not  be  possible.  Thus,  fresh- 
plumaged  birds  in  May-June  could  include 
both  first-year  Grant’s  Storm-Petrels  (which 
may  be  slightly  larger,  bulkier,  larger-headed, 
stouter-billed,  and  paler  overall;  Figures  1,  3) 
as  well  as  adult  and  first-summer  Madeiran 
Storm-Petrels  (which  may  be  slightly  smaller, 
lighter  in  build,  smaller-headed,  finer-billed, 
and  darker  overall;  Figure  2). 

Interestingly,  of  the  15  Band-rumped  spec- 
imens at  the  North  Carolina  Museum  of  Nat- 
ural Sciences,  one  from  5 July  is  in  fresh 
plumage,  thus  out  of  sync  with  the  other 
birds,  as  noted  by  Lee  (1984;  Figure  21).  This 
specimen  is  also  smaller  overall  and  darker 
than  the  others  and  has  a narrower  white 
rump  patch;  whether  it  is  a first-year  Grant’s 
or  an  older  Madeiran  might  be  determinable 
through  genetic  analysis.  Based  on  the  incon- 
gruity of  this  specimen  with  the  others  in  the 
North  Carolina  collection,  Lee  (1984)  wrote; 
“A  larger  series  of  western  North  Atlantic 
birds  would  be  useful,  but  these  specimens 
strongly  suggest  that  two  or  more  breeding 
stocks  occur  off  the  North  Carolina  coast.” 

Genetic  analysis  of  North  American  speci- 
men material  would  be  of  interest;  the  number 
of  specimens  from  North  America  has  more 
than  doubled  in  the  decades  since  Lee’s  re- 
search. In  North  American  museum  collec- 
tions, at  least  28  individual  Band-rumped 
Storm-Petrels  taken  on  land  are  now  represent- 
ed in  collections  (Table  2),  mostly  salvaged  fol- 
lowing the  passage  of  tropical  cyclones  that 
make  landfall  and  move  inland  (cf.  Clapp  et  al. 
1982);  in  two  cases,  tissue  samples  and  their 
associated  round  skins  are  held  at  different  in- 
stitutions. Peterson  (1980)  also  lists  inland 
records  of  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrels  from 
Montana  and  Quebec,  but  these  appear  to  be  in 
error  (].  Marks,  P.  Bannon,  pers.  comm.).  North 
American  specimens  taken  at  sea — in  addition 


to  the  15,  plus  one  skeleton,  at  the 
North  Carolina  Museum  of  Natu- 
ral Sciences — now  include  27 
from  Louisiana’s  pelagic  waters  at 
the  Louisiana  State  University  Mu- 
seum of  Natural  Science  (all  with 
associated  tissue  samples;  D. 

Dittmann,  pers.  comm.);  one  in 
the  National  Museum  of  Natural 
History,  a bird  that  was  found  on 
the  deck  of  a research  vessel  an- 
chored 1 15  kilometers  east  of  Re- 
hoboth,  Delaware  14  August  1975 
(Paxton  et  al.  1976;  USNM 
567674);  one  collected  about  32 
kilometers  south  of  the  Pensacola, 

Florida  area  31  May  1993 
(Woolfenden  et  al.  2001);  one, 
noted  above,  that  was  caught  by  a 
fisherman  off  Pensacola,  Florida 
27  April  1998  and  found  to  have 
been  banded  by  Luis  Monteiro  on 
Praia  Islet  in  the  Azores  in  1993 
(Woolfenden  et  al.  2001;  round 
skin  is  GEW  5940;  associated  tis- 
sue specimen  is  FMNH  395937, 

D.  Stotz,  pers.  comm.);  and  one 
taken  about  56  kilometers  off 
Cape  San  Bias,  Gulf  County,  Flori- 
da, on  the  late  date  of  6 December 
1958  (Stevenson  and  Anderson 
1994).  Other  specimens  preserved 
as  skeletons  include  one  taken  off 
Dare  County,  North  Carolina  24 
August  1985  (GEW  5797;  R. 

Boughton,  pers.  comm.)  and  a 
partial  skeleton  from  Mustang  Is- 
land, Nueces  County,  Texas  14 
May  1989  (TCWC  12877;  B. 

Marks,  pers.  comm.). 

There  are  two  specimen  records  of  Band- 
rumped  Storm-Petrel  that  have  been  published 
but  for  which  the  specimens  are  no  longer  ex- 
tant. One  from  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania 
(April  1912;  Sutton  1927,  Todd  1940)  has  been 
lost  (McWilliams  and  Brauning  2000);  and  a 
specimen  found  in  poor  condition  along  the 
Lake  Erie  shoreline  in  Pennsylvania  (Eebruary 
1998;  McWilliams  1998)  was  confirmed  by 
David  Lee  and  others  as  Band-rumped  but  ap- 
parently later  discarded  (G.  McWilliams,  pers. 
comm.).  All  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrels  sal- 
vaged as  a result  of  tropical  cyclones,  or  oil 
spills,  could  help  to  shed  light  on  which  types 
occur  in  North  American  waters;  all  should  be 
deposited  in  museum  collections  whenever 
possible,  including  as  tissue  samples. 

Exceptions  and  Conclusions 

Only  three  individuals  we  have  photographed 
off  Hatteras  are  far  enough  outside  the  pat- 


terns described  above  to  warrant  specific 
comment.  One  on  22  May  2007  still  had  p4- 
plO  old,  with  pi  growing  and  p2-p3  shed 
(Figure  22).  This  may  have  been  an  early 
molting  first-year  bird  from  a summer-breed- 
ing population,  or  perhaps  a late-molting 
adult  from  a winter-breeding  population.  Un- 
fortunately, the  photographs  are  not  clear 
enough  to  allow  objective  evaluation  of  po- 
tential wear  contrasts  among  the  flight  feath- 
ers, and  the  age  of  this  bird  is  unknown. 

Another,  on  27  July  2007,  was  in  mid-pri- 
mary molt,  with  p6-pl0  old,  a molt  stage  sim- 
ilar to  that  of  several  presumed  first-summer 
Leach’s  Storm-Petrels  observed  at  the  same 
season.  We  suspect  this  was  a first-summer 
bird  from  a summer-breeding  population,  al- 
though the  photograph  is  not  good  enough  to 
confirm  age. 

An  individual  on  16  August  2009  appeared 
to  have  shed  pi  on  both  wings,  and  the  con- 
trast between  blacker  secondaries  and  paler 
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primaries  suggests  it  was  not  a first-year  bird 
(Figure  23).  If  this  bird  were  starting  primary 
molt  in  fall,  it  would  likely  be  a summer- 
breeding bird  older  than  one  year.  Its  distinct- 
ly forked  tail,  fairly  stocky  build,  and  large 
white  rump  band  are  all  points  that  suggest 
Monteiro’s  Storm-Petrel  rather  than 
Madeiran,  but  its  identity  must  remain  con- 
jectural. Late  summer  seems  like  the  best 
time  to  readily  pick  out  non-Grant’s  based  on 
molt  timing,  and  further  observations  are  es- 
pecially needed  in  July-September. 

In  summary,  over  99%  of  the  Band-rumped 
Storm-Petrels  we  see  in  May-June  off  North 
Carolina  fall  into  two  groups  based  on  molt 
timing.  Type  1 birds  (80-90%  of  the  total 
birds)  are  in  obvious  wing  molt  and  presum- 
ably from  winter-breeding  populations,  most 
likely  Grant’s  Storm-Petrel.  Type  2 birds 
(10-20%  of  birds)  are  not  molting  or  are  just 
completing  wing  molt.  Within  these  non- 
molting birds  are  both  fresh-plumaged  and 
slightly  worn  individuals  that  we  ascribe  pro- 
visionally to  a summer-breeding  population, 
most  likely  Madeiran  Storm-Petrel.  Fresh- 
plumaged  spring  birds  may  also  include  indi- 
viduals from  a winter-breeding  population, 
most  likely  Grant’s  Storm-Petrel,  that  have  re- 
cently completed  their  second  prebasic  molt, 
and  perhaps  also  recently  fledged  juveniles. 
Monteiro’s  and  Cape  Verde  Storm-Petrels  may 
also  occur,  but  much  more  work  is  needed  on 
establishing  identification  criteria. 

Acknowledgments 

We  thank  Ned  Brinkley,  Bob  Fogg,  Kenneth 
Petersen,  and  Chris  Sloan  for  company  in  the 
field,  sharing  photographs,  and  discussion  of 
this  subject;  personnel  at  the  North  Carolina 
State  Museum  in  Raleigh  (Becky  Desjardins, 
John  Gerwin,  Doug  Pratt)  and  the  British  Mu- 
seum of  Natural  History,  Tring  (Mark  Adams), 
for  access  to  specimens  in  their  care;  Magnus 
Robb  for  help  with  literature  search;  Magnus 
Robb,  P A.  Buckley,  and  Stephen  J.  Dinsmore 
for  thoughtful  comments  on  the  manuscript; 
and  Ned  Brinkley  for  assistance  in  compiling 
and  vetting  data  in  Table  2.  Finally,  for  clarifi- 
cation of  the  status  of  the  specimen  record  in 
various  states  and  provinces,  we  thank  Alan 
Wormington  (Ontario),  Pierre  Bannon  (Que- 
bec), John  Gerwin  and  John  O.  Fussell,  III 
(North  Carolina),  Will  Post  and  Nate  Dias 
(South  Carolina),  Douglas  F Stotz,  Bruce  An- 
derson, Tom  Webber,  Reed  Bowman,  and 
Raoul  Boughton  (Florida),  Gerald  McWilliams 
(Pennsylvania),  Mark  Lockwood,  Ben  D. 
Marks,  and  Daniel  M.  Brooks  (Texas),  Brainard 
Palmer-Ball,  Jr.  (Kentucky),  Chris  Sloan  (Ten- 
nessee), Donna  Dittmann  and  Steve  Cardiff 
(Louisiana),  and  Jeff  Marks  (Montana). 


Literature  cited 

Ainley,  D.  G.,  T.  J.  Lewis,  and  S.  Morrell. 
1976.  Molt  in  Leach’s  and  Ashy  storm-pe- 
trels. Wilson  Bulletin  88:  76-95. 

Austin,  O.  L.,  Jr.  1952.  Notes  on  some  petrels 
of  the  North  Pacific.  Bulletin  of  the  Museum 
of  Comparative  Zoology  107:  391-407. 

Bennett,  E.,  M.  Bolton,  and  G.  Hilton.  2009. 
Temporal  segregation  of  breeding  by  storm 
petrels  Oceanodroma  castro  (sensu  lato)  on 
St.  Helena,  South  Atlantic.  Bulletin  of  the 
British  Ornithologists’  Club  129:  92-97. 

Bolton,  M.,  A.  L.  Smith,  E.  Gomez-Diaz,  Y L. 
Friesen,  R.  Medeiros,  J.  Bried,  J.  L.  Roscales, 
and  R.  W.  Furness.  2008.  Monteiro’s  Storm- 
Petrel  Oceanodroma  monteiroi:  a new 
species  from  the  Azores.  Ibis  150:  717-727. 

Butler,  A.  W.  1906.  Some  notes  on  Indiana 
birds.  Auk  23:  271-274. 

Clapp,  R.  B.,  R.  C.  Banks,  D.  Morgan-Jacobs, 
and  W.  A.  Hoffman.  1982.  Marine  birds  of 
the  Southeastern  United  States  and  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  Part  I:  Gaviiformes  through  Pelecan- 
iformes.  FWS/OBS-82/01.  U.S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service,  Office  of  Biological  Servic- 
es, Washington,  D.C. 

Grins,  W.  J.  2003.  Ontario  Bird  Records  Com- 
mittee report  for  2002.  Ontario  Birds  21: 
54-76. 

Crossin,  R.  S.  1974.  The  storm-petrels  (Hy- 
drobatidae),  pp.  154-205  in:  King,  W.  B. 
(ed.),  Pelagic  studies  of  seabirds  in  the  cen- 
tral and  eastern  Pacific  Ocean.  Smithsonian 
Gontributions  to  Zoology  158. 

Davis,  R.  1995.  The  fall  migration:  Southern 
Atlantic  coast  region.  Field  Notes  49:  34-37. 

. 2001.  Briefs  for  the  files:  Fall  2000. 

Chat  65:  71-82. 

Davis,  R.,  T.  M.  Day,  M.  J.  lliff,  R.  C.  Leber- 
man,  S.  Kelling,  and  D.  H.  Elder.  2004.  Spe- 
cial Interregional  Report:  Hurricane  Isabel 
of  2003.  North  American  Birds  58:  46-53. 

Davis,  R.,  T.  M.  Day,  W.  G.  Ellison,  V.  W.  Fazio 
III,  N.  L.  Martin,  R.  O.  Paxton,  R.  R.  Veit, 
and  R.  Wiltraut.  2007.  Special  Interregion- 
al Report:  Tropical  Storm  Ernesto.  North 
American  Buds  61:  10-17. 

Day,  T.  M.  2005.  The  fall  migration:  Middle 
Atlantic  region.  North  American  Birds  59: 
53-57. 

Eller,  G.  D.  1976.  The  Season:  Eastern  Moun- 
tain region.  The  Migrant  47:  23-24. 

Flood,  R.  L.  2009.  “All-dark”  Oceanodroma 
storm-petrels  in  the  Atlantic  and  neighbor- 
ing seas.  British  Birds  102:  365-385. 

Friesen,  V L.,  A.  L.  Smith,  E.  Gomez-Diaz,  M. 
Bolton,  R.  W.  Furness,  J.  Gonzalez-Solis, 
and  L.  Monteiro.  2007.  Sympatric  specia- 
tion  by  allochrony  in  a seabird.  Proceedings 
of  the  National  Academy  of  Sciences  104: 
18589-18594. 


Fussell,  J.  1974.  Specimen  of  Harcourt’s 
Storm-Petrel  Found  in  North  Carolina. 
Chat  38:  23. 

Haney,  J.  C.  1985.  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel 
occurrences  in  relation  to  upwelling  off  the 
coast  of  the  southeastern  United  States. 
Wilson  Bulletin  97:  543-547. 

Harris,  M.  P.  1969.  The  biology  of  storm  petrels 
in  the  Galapagos  Islands.  Proceedings  of  the 
California  Academy  of  Sciences  37:  95-166. 

Hazevoet,  C.  J.  1995.  The  Birds  of  the  Cape 
Verde  Islands.  British  Ornithologists’  Union 
Checklist  No.  13. 

Howell,  S.  N.  G.  2010.  Molt  in  North  American 
Birds.  Peterson  Reference  Guides.  Houghton 
Mifflin,  Boston. 

Howell,  S.  N.  G.,  T.  McGrath,  W.  T.  Hunefeld, 
and  J.  S.  Feenstra.  2010.  Occurrence  and 
identification  of  the  Leach’s  Storm-Petrel 
(Oceanodroma  leucorhoa)  complex  off 
southern  California.  North  American  Birds 
63:  540-549. 

Lasley  G.  W,  and  C.  Sexton.  1985.  The  nest- 
ing season:  South  Texas  region.  American 
Birds  38:  1037-1040. 

Lee,  D.  S.  1984.  Petrels  and  storm-petrels  in 
North  Carolina’s  offshore  waters,  including 
species  previously  unrecorded  for  North 
America.  American  Birds  38:  151-163. 

Lockwood,  M.  W,  and  B.  Freeman.  2004.  The 
TOS  Ha?rdbook  of  Texas  Birds.  Texas  A & M 
Press. 

McWilliams,  G.  1998.  A Band-rumped  Storm- 
Petrel  found  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie  in 
Pennsylvania.  Pennsylvania  Birds  12:  127- 
128. 

McWilliams,  G.  M.,  and  D.  W.  Brauning. 
2000.  The  Birds  of  Pennsylvania.  Cornell 
University  Press,  Ithaca,  New  York. 

Monroe,  M.,  D.  Morse,  Jr.,  B.  Palmer-Ball,  Jr., 
D.  Roemer,  M.  Walter,  and  B.  Yandell. 
2006.  Hurricane-Related  Birds  in  Ken- 
tucky— Summer  2005.  Kentucky  Warbler 
82:  32-37. 

Monteiro,  L.  R.,  and  R.  W.  Furness.  1998. 
Speciation  through  temporal  segregation  of 
Madeiran  storm  petrel  (Oceanodroma  cas- 
tro) populations  in  the  Azores?  Philosophi- 
cal Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Lon- 
don B 353:  945-953. 

Murphy,  R.  C.  1924.  The  marine  ornithology 
of  the  Cape  Verde  Islands,  with  a list  of  all 
the  birds  of  the  archipelago.  Bulletin  of  the 
American  Museum  of  Natural  History  50: 
211-278. 

Nunes,  M.  2000.  Madeiran  Storm-Petrel 
(Oceanodroma  castro)  in  the  Desertas  Is- 
lands (Madeira  archipelago):  a new  case  of 
two  distinct  populations  breeding  annual- 
ly? Arquipelago.  Life  and  Marine  Sciences 
Supplement  2 (Part  A):  175-179. 


206 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


OCCURRENCE  AND  IDENTIFICATION  OF  THE  BAND-RUMPED  STORM-PETREL  COMPLEX  OFF  NORTH  CAROLINA 


Oberholser,  H.  C.  1974.  The  Bird  Life  of  Texas. 
University  of  Texas  Press,  Austin,  Texas. 

Palmer,  W.  1897  An  addition  to  North  Amer- 
ican petrels.  Auk  14:  297-299. 

Palmer-Ball,  Jr.,  Brainard.  1996.  First  Ken- 
tucky Record  of  Band-rumped  Storm-Pe- 
trel. Kentucky  Warbler  12:  64-65. 

Patteson,  J.  B.,  and  K.  Sutherland.  2009.  Gad- 
fly petrels  and  other  seabirds  in  the  Gulf 
Stream  off  Cape  Hatteras.  Birding  World  22: 
151-161. 

Patteson,  j.  B.,  S.  N.  G.  Howell,  and  K.  Suther- 
land. 2009.  Swinhoe’s  Storm-Petrel  (Ocean- 
odroma  monorhis)  off  North  Carolina. 
North  American  Birds  62:  518-520. 

Paxton,  R.  O.,  P A.  Buckley,  and  D.  A.  Cutler. 
1976.  The  fall  migration:  Hudson- 
Delaware  region.  American  Birds  30:  39-46. 

Penhallurick,  J.,  and  M.  Wink.  2004.  Analysis 
of  the  taxonomy  and  nomenclature  of  the 
Procellariiformes  based  on  complete  nu- 
cleotide sequences  of  the  mitochondrial  cy- 
tochrome b gene.  Emu  104:  125-147. 

Peterson,  R.  T.  1980.  A Field  Guide  to  Birds  East 
of  the  Rockies.  Houghton  Mifflin,  Boston. 

Pranty,  B.  2003.  Field  Observations,  Spring 
report:  March-May  2003.  Florida  Field- 
Naturalist  31  (4):  82-92. 

. 1998.  Field  Observations,  Summer  re- 
port: June-July  1997.  Florida  Field-Natu- 
ralist 26  (1):  26-32. 


Rheindt,  F E.,  and  J.  J.  Austin.  2005.  Major 
analytical  and  conceptual  shortcomings  in 
a recent  taxonomic  revision  of  the  Procel- 
lariiformes: a reply  to  Penhallurick  and 
Wink  (2004).  Emu  105:  181-186. 

Robb,  M.,  K.  Mullarney,  and  The  Sound  Ap- 
proach. 2008.  Petrels  Night  and  Day.  The 
Sound  Approach,  Poole,  Dorset. 

Robertson,  H.  A.,  and  P.  C.  James.  1988.  Mor- 
phology and  egg  measurements  of  seabirds 
breeding  on  Great  Salvage  Island,  North 
Atlantic.  Bulletin  of  British  Ornithologists’ 
Club  108:  79-87. 

Shuler,  J.  1973.  First  South  Carolina  Record 
of  Harcourt’s  Storm-Petrel.  Chat  37:  78 

Smith,  A.  L.,  and  V.  L.  Friesen.  2007.  Differ- 
entiation of  sympatric  populations  of  the 
Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  in  the  Galapa- 
gos Islands:  an  examination  of  genetics, 
morphology,  and  vocalizations.  Molecular 
Ecology  16:  1593-1603. 

Smith,  A.  L.,  L.  Monteiro,  O.  Hasegawa,  and 
V.  L.  Friesen.  2007.  Global  phylogeny  of 
the  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  (Oceanodro- 
ma  castro]  Procellariiformes:  Hydrobati- 
dae).  Molecular  Phylogenetics  and  Evolution 
43:  755-773. 

Sprunt,  A.,  Jr.  1963.  Addendum  to  “Florida 
bird-life.”  Privately  published.  Charleston, 
South  Carolina. 

Steadman,  D.  W.  2006.  Enhancement  of  Biolog- 


ical Knowledge  of  Florida’s  Birdlife  through 
Specimen  Salvage  at  Wildlife  Rehabilitation 
Clinics.  Florida  Fish  and  Wildlife  Conserva- 
tion Commission,  Tallahassee,  Florida. 

Stevenson,  H.  M.,  and  B.  H.  Anderson.  1994. 
The  Birdlife  of  Florida.  University  of  Florida 
Press,  Gainesville,  Florida. 

Sutton,  G.  M.  1927.  Madeira  Petrel  (Ocean- 
odroma  castro)  in  Pennsylvania.  Auk  44: 
556-557. 

Taverner,  P.  A.  1934a.  The  Madeira  Petrel  in 
Ontario.  Auk  51:  77. 

. 1934b.  The  Madeira  Petrel,  Oceanodro- 

?na  castro — A New  Bird  for  Canada.  Cana- 
dian Field-Naturalist  48:  20-21. 

Todd,  W.  E.  C.  1940.  The  Birds  of  Western 
Pennsylvania.  University  of  Pittsburgh 
Press,  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 

Williams,  A.  J.  1984.  Breeding  distribution, 
numbers,  and  conservation  of  tropical 
seabirds  on  oceanic  islands  in  the  south  At- 
lantic Ocean,  pp.  393-402  in:  Status  and 
Conseiyation  of  the  World’s  Seabirds  Q-  k 
Croxall,  P.  H.  G.  Evans,  and  R.  W. 
Schreiber,  eds.).  International  Council  for 
Bird  Preservation,  Technical  Publication  2. 

Woolfenden,  G.  E.,  L.  R.  Monteiro,  and  R.  A. 
Duncan.  2001.  Recovery  from  the  north- 
eastern Gulf  of  Mexico  of  a Band-rumped 
Storm-Petrel  banded  in  the  Azores,  founial 
of  Field  Ornithology  72:  62-65.  O 


New  titles  from  the 
American  Birding  Association! 


American  Birding' 
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ALAN  WORMINGTON  • R.R.  #1,  LEAMINGTON,  ONTARIO  N8H  3V4  • (WORMINGTON@JUNO.COM) 

ROBERT  M.  EPSTEIN  • 5112  VILLAGE  PLACE  COURT,  WEST  BLOOMFIELD,  MICHIGAN  48322  • (ROB77897@GMAIL.COM) 


Figure  1 . This  photograph,  taken  just  a minute  or  two  after  the  bird's  discovery  on  24  January  2010,  confirmed  its  identification  as  a female  Amazon  Kingfisher  and  thus  the  first  North  American  record  of 
the  species  north  of  Mexico.  The  bird  landed  here  at  the  mouth  of  Zacate  Creek  after  it  was  first  observed  flying  over  the  Rio  Grande.  The  lack  of  buff  markings  in  the  breast  probably  indicates  an  adult. 
Photograph  by  Alan  Wormington. 


Abstract 

This  paper  documents  a female  Amazon 
Kingfisher  {Chloroccryle  amazona)  found 
along  the  Rio  Grande  at  Laredo,  Webb  Coun- 
ty, Texas,  where  it  was  present  from  24  Janu- 
ary through  3 February  2010.  This  record 
constitutes  a hrst  of  this  species  in  Texas  and 
also  in  North  America  north  of  Mexico. 


Field  encounter 

On  24  January  2010,  Wormington  and  Ep- 
stein were  birding  in  Laredo,  Webb  County, 
Texas,  checking  a few  locations  along  the  Rio 
Grande.  Late  in  the  afternoon,  just  before 
1700  CST,  we  arrived  at  a parking  area  that 
overlooks  both  Las  Palmas  Park  and  adjacent 
Zacate  Creek.  Zacate  Creek  is  a very  small 


tributary  of  the  Rio  Grande,  located  slightly 
east  of  the  downtown  core  of  Laredo,  and  is 
lined  with  fairly  steep  bluffs  and  scattered 
trees.  Along  the  Rio  Grande,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Zacate  Creek,  there  are  a few  large  sand  is- 
lands that  are  covered  predominantly  with 
dense  stands  of  the  non-native  Giant  Reed 
{Anmclo  doiica). 
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Figure  2.  Along  Zacate  Creek,  the  Amazon  Kingfisher's  favored  perch  was  this  straggly  Salt  Cedar  (Tamarix ramosissima)  clinging  to  a 
high  sandy  bluff.  On  the  day  of  its  discovery  (image  taken  24  January  201 0),  Belted,  Green,  and  Ringed  Kingfishers  were  also  present 
in  the  immediate  vicinity,  making  a "four-kingfisher  day,"  the  first  for  the  continent  north  of  Mexico.  Photograph  by  Alan  Wormington. 


Figure  3.  Most  visiting  birders  found  the  Amazon  Kingfisher  sitting  in  trees  overhanging  the  Rio  Grande  at  the  mouth  of  Zacate  Creek 
(image  taken  2S  January  2010).  Even  at  a distance  (see  also  Figure  2),  the  Amazon's  long,  heavy  bill  set  it  apart  from  the  much  small- 
er Green  Kingfisher,  also  present  at  this  location.  Photograph  by  Alan  Wormington. 


Immediately  upon  our  arrival  we  heard  and 
then  saw  two  Ringed  Kingfishers  (Ceryle 
torquata).  so  we  proceeded  towards  the  creek.  It 
is  interesting  that  during  our  one-week  visit  to 
the  Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  we  had  not  seen 
or  heard  a single  kingfisher  of  any  species.  Af- 
ter a Belted  Kingfisher  (Ceryle  alcyon)  flew 
over,  Epstein  mentioned  that  he  had  never  seen 
a Green  Kingfisher  (Chloroceryle  amerkana) 
and  was  wondering  if  one  might  be  present  in 
the  area.  Serendipitously,  a Green  Kingfisher 
darted  by  just  as  we  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  Za- 
cate Creek.  As  we  waited,  hoping  for  a better 
view  of  the  Green  Kingfisher,  a larger  kingfish- 
er also  flew  by,  and  Epstein  wondered  aloud: 
“Is  that  kingfisher  green?”  Wormington  also 
noticed  the  bird,  but  thought  little  of  it,  as  no 
distinct  coloring  could  be  seen.  However,  after 
it  suddenly  banked  and  landed  only  50  feet 
away,  Wormington  blurted  out  “Its  an  Amazon 
Kingfisher!” 

We  were  both  holding  our  cameras  at  the 
time,  so  immediately  we  started  to  take  nu- 
merous photographs  as  the  bird  perched  in  a 
tree  overlooking  the  Rio  Grande.  After  several 
minutes,  the  bird  then  flew  up  Zacate  Creek, 
where  it  remained  for  some  time,  and  again 
many  more  photographs  were  obtained.  Hard- 
ly believing  our  good  fortune,  we  retreated 
back  to  our  vehicle  to  confirm  the  identifica- 
tion using  the  only  Mexican  bird  book  we  had 
brought  with  us,  A Field  Guide  to  Mexican 
Birds  (Peterson  and  Chalif  1973).  We  later  re- 
alized that  it  had  been  a four-kingfisher  day, 
something  never  before  accomplished  north 
of  Mexico,  much  less  at  the  same  location.  We 
posted  the  news  of  the  Amazon  Kingfisher  to 
the  Texbirds  listserve  that  evening. 

On  25  January,  the  following  morning,  we 
returned  to  Zacate  Creek,  where  surprisingly 
only  a single  other  birder  was  present,  name- 
ly Dan  Jones  from  Weslaco,  Texas.  Earlier  he 
had  seen  the  Amazon  Kingfisher  perched  on 
the  same  branches  where  we  had  seen  it  the 
previous  afternoon.  By  14:00  GST,  we  had  to 
leave  the  site,  but  by  this  time  a few  addition- 
al observers  had  also  appeared,  and  many 
more  would  later  come  to  Laredo  to  observe 
the  bird  over  the  next  ten  days  or  so.  During 
this  period,  the  bird  developed  a rather  pre- 
dictable daily  routine.  Often  it  would  perch  at 
the  mouth  of  Zacate  Creek  on  branches  over- 
hanging the  Rio  Grande  before  flying  a short 
distance  upstream  along  the  creek  itself.  Here 
it  often  sat  on  the  same  perches,  while  watch- 
ing for  fish  in  the  creek  below.  When  the  bird 
could  not  be  found  (sometimes  for  several 
hours  at  a time),  it  presumably  was  feeding 
elsewhere  along  the  Rio  Grande,  where  it  was 
out  of  sight. 

The  last  time  the  Amazon  Kingfisher  was 


reliably  reported  was  on  3 Eebruary  at  about 
15:00  GST  by  Roy  and  Susan  Reinarz.  In  a 
posting  to  Texbirds,  they  noted  that  heavy 
rain  had  flooded  both  the  creek  and  river, 
making  the  waters  turbulent  and  muddy;  the 
bird  was  flighty  and  did  not  appear  to  be  for- 
aging well.  The  deteriorating  condition  of  Za- 
cate Creek  was  probably  the  cause  for  the 
bird’s  departure  from  the  area. 


Identification 

Although  neither  of  us  had  seen  an  Amazon 
Kingfisher  previously  identification  of  this 
bird  was  straightforward.  In  overall  shape  and 
structure,  the  bird  was  most  like  a Belted 
Kingfisher,  but  in  size  it  was  slightly  smaller. 
The  entire  upperparts  were  solid,  dark  green 
with  few  if  any  markings;  the  only  exception 
was  a bright  white  collar  encircling  the  hind- 
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Figure  4.  In  this  image  of  the  Amazon  Kingfisher  in  flight,  the  small  white  spots  in  the  middle 
portion  of  the  outer  primaries  can  be  seen;  these  marks  were  not  visible  on  the  perched  bird. 
Also  note  the  dark  streaks  along  the  flanks,  characteristic  of  the  species.  Photograph  by  Robert 
M.  Epsteirr. 


Figure  5.  Unlike  Green  Kingfisher,  Amazon  Kingfisher  has  an  obvious  tufted 
crest,  and  adults  lack  Green  Kingfisher's  extensive  white  barring  in  remiges 
and  upperwing  coverts.  Although  the  species  is  considered  monotypic,  and 
variation  clinal  through  the  species'  extensive  range,  adult  females  in  the 
southern  parts  of  range  often  show  a dark  submalar  mark  that  joins  the 
dark  plumage  of  the  breast.  Photograph  by  Carlos  M.  Escamilla. 

neck.  In  bright  sunshine,  the  overall  green 
color  showed  a metallic  sheen.  The  under- 
parts were  largely  white,  with  the  exception  of 
several  dark  streaks  along  the  flanks.  On  the 
upper  chest,  there  was  a broad  greenish- 
brown  band,  essentially  broken  in  the  middle. 

The  lack  of  any  reddish  tones  in  this  band 
area  indicated  that  the  bird  was  a female.  The 
bird  had  a conspicuous,  pointed,  tufted  crest, 
also  dark  green  in  color.  The  blackish  bill  was 
very  large,  long,  and  pointed.  The  bird  sat  on 
various  perches  and  plunged-dived  into  the 
water  after  food,  presumably  for  small  fish. 

On  a few  occasions,  Wormington  heard  the 


bird  call;  it  gave  very 
sharp  check  or  chick 
calls  that  were  not  no- 
tably loud. 

Written  documenta- 
tion and  photographs 
were  submitted  to  the 
Texas  Bird  Records 
Committee  by  both 
Wormington  and  Ep- 
stein, and  shortly  there- 
after, the  record  was 
formally  accepted  as  a 
new  species  for  Texas 
(Mark  W.  Lockwood, 
pers.  comm.). 

Discussion 

Lasley  and  Lockwood 
(1999)  presented  a list 
and  rationale  for  the  next  new  bird 
species  predicted  to  occur  in  Texas  that 
would  be  new  to  the  North  American  list 
(north  of  Mexico).  A panel  of  nine  experts 
came  up  with  a list  of  six  species  deemed 
most  likely  to  occur  in  the  future.  Ama- 
zon Kingfisher  was  not  one  of  these  six 
species,  but  it  did  take  the  top  spot  in  a 
supplemental  list  of  “Honorable  Men- 
tions.” Perhaps  the  species  should  have 
received  a higher  rating,  as  the  authors 
note:  “As  one  drives  from  Texas  into  Mex- 
ico for  a birding  trip,  one  of  the  first  real 
Mexican  species  that  can  be  expected  is 
Amazon  Kingfisher.  It  can  often  be  seen 
sitting  on  a wire,  watching  for  fish  along 
the  Rio  Sabinas  or  Rio  Corona  (about  200 
miles  south  of  Brownsville)  or  other  wa- 
terways of  southern  Tamaulipas.” 

Amazon  Kingfisher  is  a widespread 
monotypic  species  in  the  New  World 
tropics,  where  it  is  usually  found  in  low- 
land areas.  It  occurs  throughout  much  of 
South  America,  mostly  east  of  the  Andes, 
from  Uruguay  and  northern  Argentina 
north  into  Central  America  and  Mexico 
(A.O.U.  1983,  Fry  and  Fry  1999).  In 
Mexico,  the  northernmost  populations  are 
found  north  to  southern  Sinaloa  on  the  Pa- 
cific Slope  and  north  to  southern  Tamaulipas 
on  the  Atlantic  Slope  (Howell  and  Webb 
1995).  Fry  and  Fry  (1999)  note  that  the 
species  is  sedentary  and  that  it  is  scarce  in 
some  parts  of  Middle  America. 

There  are  two  previous,  unconfirmed  re- 
ports of  Amazon  Kingfisher  for  Texas.  Up  to 
two  birds  were  reported  at  Rangerville, 
Cameron  County  from  21  October  through 
23  November  1996,  but  the  reports  were  not 
accepted  (Lockwood  1998).  Despite  the  ex- 
tended date  range,  observations  were  always 


made  at  a considerable  distance,  and  at  least 
some  of  the  images  submitted  as  documenta- 
tion to  the  Texas  Bird  Records  Committee 
were  of  Green  Kingfisher.  Another  unpub- 
lished report  of  an  Amazon  Kingfisher  comes 
from  the  Rio  Grande  below  Falcon  Dam.  Ray 
Bieber,  now  deceased,  reported  seeing  one 
while  rafting  on  the  river  with  a youth  group 
(Dan  Jones,  pers.  comm.).  Ray’s  son,  Gavin 
Bieber  (pers.  comm.),  indicates  that  the  king- 
fisher was  seen  some  time  in  late  summer  or 
early  fall  between  2000  and  2003,  inclusive. 
The  bird  could  not  be  relocated  after  the  ini- 
tial sighting,  and  because  it  was  not  pho- 
tographed, Bieber  did  not  submit  a report  to 
the  Texas  Bird  Records  Committee.  Thus  the 
recent  Amazon  Kingfisher  found  at  Laredo 
represents  the  first  record  of  the  species  for 
Texas  and  also  for  North  America  north  of 
Mexico. 
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Nov  1-10, 2010  - Escarpment  and  Kruger  NP 
Birding  & Wildlife  Tour  — An  ideal 
introduction  to  the  region’s  avifauna  and 
wildlife  in  general,  with  endemics  and  big 
mammals.  Bird  list  available.  Pre-trip  available. 
Contact  Lawson’s  Birding  and  Wildlife  Tours, 
www.lawsons.co.za. 


2011  Tours 


November  14-23, 2010  - Birding  Belize  — 

Over  600  species  of  birds  flourish  in  this 
environmentally-conscious  country,  with  Jabiru, 
Yucatan  Jay,  Yucatan  Flycatcher,  Yellow-lored 
Parrot,  Orange-breasted  Falcon,  Stygian  Owl, 
Keel-billed  Motmot  as  some  of  the  target 
species.  Leader  Glenn  Crawford  is  the  premier 
bird  guide  in  Belize.  Lodges  offer  great  birding, 
friendly  atmosphere,  and  delicious  meals! 
Offered  again  2/11/2011.  Optional  4-day 
extension  to  Tikal,  Guatemala.  Contact  Wildside 
NatureTours,  www.wildsidetoursinc.com, 

(888)  875-9453. 


Year-long  Birding  Opportunities 


Hawaii  ■—  If  a trip  to  Flawaii  is  in  your  plans, 
birding  with  Hawaii  Forest  & Trail  guides  is  the 
best  way  to  maximize  your  experience.  The 
Hakalau  Forest  National  Forest  Wildlife  Refuge 
holds  many  endemics  while  the  Rainforest  & 
Dryforest  Birdwatching  Adventure  on  Mauna  Kea 
offers  more.  Contact  Hawaii  Forest  & Trail, 
www.hawaii-forest.com, info@hawaii-forest.com, 
(800)  464-1993. 


South  Africa  — Custom  tours  as  you  like  it  - 
you  pick  the  place  and  the  pace.  Can  be 
customized  by  list  of  needed  species.  Contact 
AvianLeisure  Birding  & Wildlife  Safaris, 
enquiries@avianleisure.com, 
www.avianleisure.com. 


January  13-22, 2011  - Cuba  — 10  day  birding 
program  with  US  leader  Gary  Markowski  and 
Cuban  leader  Arturo  Kirkconnell,  co-author  of 
The  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Cuba.  Birds  of 
Cayo  Coco  Extension  January  22  -25, 2011 
provides  opportunities  to  see  most  Cuban  and 
regional  endemic  species  (30-t-).  Contact  Gary 
Markowski,  Executive  Director,  Caribbean 
Conservation  Trust,  860-350-6752,  203  733-1162, 
cubirds@aol.com 


February  11-20, 2011  - Birding  Belize  — 

Over  600  species  of  birds  flourish  in  this 
environmentally-conscious  country,  with  Jabiru, 
Yucatan  Jay,  Yucatan  Flycatcher,  Yellow-lored 
Parrot,  Orange-breasted  Falcon,  Stygian  Owl, 
Keel-billed  Motmot  as  some  of  the  target 
species.  Leader  Glenn  Crawford  is  the  premier 
bird  guide  in  Belize.  Lodges  offer  great  birding, 
friendly  atmosphere,  and  delicious  meals! 
Optional  4-day  extension  to  Tikal,  Guatemala. 
Contact  Wildside  NatureTours, 
www.wildsidetoursinc.com, 

(888)  875-9453. 


April  6-17, 2011  - Cuba  — 12  day  birding 

program  with  up  to  2 day  extension  . See  25  + 
endemics  and  near  endemics  with  Cuba  experts 
for  15  years.  US  leader  Gary  Markowski  and 
Cuban  leader  Dr.  William  Suarez, 

Curator, National  Museum  of  Natural  History 
(Havana).  Excellent  opportunity  to  see  the 
treasures  of  Cuba.  Pre-Trip  and  post-trip 
extensions  are  available.  Contact  Gary 
Markowski,  Executive  Director,  Caribbean 
Conservation  Trust,  860-350-6752, 203  733-1162, 
cubirds@aol.com 


For  more  tours  go  to  www.aba. 


October  12-21, 2010  - Birding  Wild  Hawaii  — Join  acclaimed  Hawaii  naturalist  Rob  Pacheco 
and  local  naturalists  on  this  fascinating  journey  to  a variety  of  habitats  on  Kauai,  Maui,  and  the  Big 
Island.  Travel  at  elevations  ranging  from  sea  level  to  more  than  10,000  feet  to  encounter  the 
greatest  number  of  both  endemic  and  introduced  bird  species  from  the  Nene  to  the  remarkable 
Honeycreepers  such  as  the  I’iwi  and  the  amazing  Akiapolaau.  Contact  Siemer  & Hand  Travel, 
www.siemerhand.com,  travel@siemerhand.com,  (800)  451-4321. 
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EDWARD  S.  BRINKLEY  • 124  PEACH  STREET,  CAPE  CHARLES,  VIRGINIA  23310  • (THALASSOICA@GMAIL.COM) 


Weather 

when  Cameron  Eckert,  editor  of  the  North- 
ern Canada  & Greenland  region,  writes  of 
the  far  north  that  “relatively  mild  fall  weath- 
er gave  way  to  one  of  the  warmest  winters  on 
record  throughout  the  Region,”  one  might 
think  that  the  rest  of  the  continent  would  fol- 
low suit  and  enjoy  one  of  those  easy  winters 
we  anticipate  in  this  age  of  climate  change — 
especially  when  regional  reports  from  At- 
lantic Canada,  Quebec,  and  New  England 
echo  Eckert’s  account. 

But  winter  2009-2010  was  anything  but 
balmy;  in  fact,  numerous  all-time  winter 
records  fell,  both  for  cold  and  for  snow  accu- 
mulation. Erom  December  through  Eebruary, 
63  per  cent  of  the  United  States — mostly,  the 
Great  Plains,  the  South,  and  the  mid-Atlantic 
states — had  temperatures  below  normal  (Fig- 
ure 1).  With  several  large  Arctic  air  masses 
plunging  southward  and  southeastward 
through  the  continent,  February  was  especial- 
ly cold,  averaging  32.4°  F,  some  2.2°  below  the 
long-term  average,  according  to  data  analyzed 
by  the  National  Climatic  Data  Center.  In 
much  of  the  East,  it  was  the  coldest  February 
in  25  years.  The  Southeast  saw  February  tem- 
peratures far  below  average,  recording  its  sev- 
enth coldest  February  ever.  It  was  Florida’s 
fifth  coldest  February  on  record;  Miami  Beach 
recorded  its  coldest  winter  ever.  By  contrast, 
in  southern-coastal  Alaska,  the  Pacific  North- 
west, and  indeed  much  of  the  West — but  also 
Greenland  and  across  much  of  northern  and 
eastern  Canada — winter  temperatures  aver- 
aged well  above  the  norm.  Daily  highs  in  some 
places  were  as  much  as  40°  F or  more  above 
average.  Indeed,  in  the  first  several  days  of 
2010,  parts  of  Greenland  and  Alaska  were 
much  warmer  than  most  of  Florida,  partly  ow- 
ing to  a sharp  kink  in  the  jet  stream  (Figure 
2).  (“Oh,  we’re  not  going  to  Key  West  after  all; 
Narsarsuaq  is  much  nicer  this  week.”) 

FACING  PAGE:  Roadside  Hawk  has  been  found  only  nine  times  in 
Texas  and  the  United  States,  but  the  winter  of  2D09-201 0 produced 
two  of  those  records.  This  immature  at  Falcon  State  Park  in  Zapata 
County  was  enjoyed  by  numerous  birders  during  its  stay  from  5 
(here  28)  February  through  12  March  2010.  The  season  was  memo- 
rable for  this  bird  but  also  for  a great  variety  of  rare  species  in 
southern  Texas,  among  them  Amazon  Kingfisher,  Bare-throated 
Tiger-Heron,  Northern  Ja^ana,  Crimson-collared  Grosbeak,  Aztec 
Thrush,  two  Blue  Buntings,  three  Brown  Jays,  plus  a Northern 
Wheatear.  It  has  often  been  said  that  cold  winters  with  "blue 
northers"  in  Texas  and  northern  Mexico  are  the  most  productive  for 
rarities  in  the  Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley— and  winter  2009-201 0 did 
nothing  to  dispel  that  notion.  Photograph  by  Alan  Wormington. 
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Figure  1 . Two  maps  depicting  the  surface  air  temperature  anomaly,  winter  2009-2010,  for  the  Lower  48  states:  relative  rankings  by 
meteorological  region  (above)  and  by  reporting  stations  (below).  The  Northwest,  Northeast,  and  Upper  Midwest  were  much  warmer 
than  average  (Maine  particularly  so),  while  the  Rockies,  Great  Plains,  Texas,  Middle  Atlantic,  and  Southeast  were  colder  than  average. 
Images  courtesy  of,  and  copyright,  National  Climatic  Data  Center,  National  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric  Administration. 
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Figure  2.  Map  depicting  the  surface  air  temperature  anomaly  for  the  first  three  days  of  201 0.  Colder-than-average  conditions  were 
present  from  central  Alaska  and  western  Northwest  Territories  through  the  Great  Plains  to  the  Southeast,  whereas  eastern  Canada  was 
much  warmer  than  average,  and  Greenland  roasted.  When  the  North  Atlantic  Oscillation  index  is  strongly  negative  (as  during  early 
January  2010),  high  pressure  over  Greenland  is  common,  and  one  result  is  that  storm  systems,  and  Arctic  air,  move  around  this  "Green- 
land block."  Image  courtesy  of,  and  copyright,  Earth  System  Research  Laboratory,  National  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric  Administration. 


Across  the  continent,  precipitation  for  the 
winter  season  was  above  average  (Figure  3). 
Alabama,  Florida,  Georgia,  and  North  Caroli- 
na each  had  their  eighth  wettest  winter.  Pre- 
cipitation was  also  much  above  normal  from 
northern  Virginia  and  Maryland  through  New 
Jersey  and  coastally  through  southern  New 
England,  where  winter  storms  dumped  great 
amounts  of  snow  in  February.  West  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  many  areas  were  drier  than 
average:  Wyoming  and  Idaho  experienced 
their  eighth  and  ninth  driest  winters,  respec- 
tively. The  Southwest  and  Great  Basin  enjoyed 
winter  rains  and  snows,  thanks  to  very  strong 
El  Nino/Southern  Oscillation  (ENSO)  condi- 
tions, which  typically  involve  an  active  sub- 
tropical jet  stream  with  strong  winds  across 
the  southern  tier  of  the  United  States.  Storms 
m mid-January  soaked  California,  Nevada, 
Arizona,  and  New  Mexico,  bringing  heavy 
snows  to  the  high  elevations  and  bringing 
Magnihcent  Frigatebirds  (and  still  more  win- 
ter Brown  Pelicans)  inland  to  the  lowlands, 


along  with  all  three  phalarope  species  to  Ari- 
zona. Texas  recorded  its  second  snowiest  win- 
ter ever,  besting  the  memorably  snowy  winter 
of  1977-1978. 

While  the  Southeast  and  Southwest  re- 
ceived storms,  the  Pacific  Northwest  was  high 
and  dry,  without  the  “Pineapple  Express” 
events  that  sometimes  occur  during  El  Nino 
winters,  as  Thede  Tobish  notes  in  the  Alaska 
regional  report.  Idaho  and  Washington 
recorded  very  little  snow.  Hawaii  was  also 
quite  dry,  as  the  ENSO  influence  moved 
storms  north  of  the  islands.  And  Canada? 
Canada  recorded  its  warmest,  driest  winter 
ever,  according  to  Environment  Canada;  only 
south-central  Canada  (southern  Saskatchewan, 
mostly)  had  lower-than-average  temperatures 
(Figure  4,  showing  air  temperature  anomaly 
for  February).  Vancouver,  British  Columbia, 
host  city  of  the  2010  Winter  Olympics,  had  its 
warmest  winter  since  1937  and  had  to  truck 
snow  up  to  its  ski-slopes,  to  the  astonishment 
of  residents  of  the  U.S.  capital,  who  were 


buried  in  chest-high  snow  drifts  at  the  time. 

We  would  be  remiss  if  we  failed  to  consid- 
er here  the  four  major  snowstorms  that 
struck  the  Atlantic  states  in  December  (one) 
and  February  (three).  Although  it  is  difficult 
to  assess  these  storms’  impacts  on  birds,  they 
certainly  had  an  impact  on  birding,  as  many 
residents  of  major  metropolitan  areas  were 
snowbound,  from  the  District  of  Columbia 
and  Baltimore  to  Philadelphia  and  Wilming- 
ton to  New  York  City  and  most  of  New  Jersey 
(Table  1);  southern  New  England  also  had 
robust,  if  not  record-breaking,  snowfalls.  Re- 
markably, February  in  New  York  City’s  Cen- 
tral Park  was  the  snowiest  month  ever 
recorded  there:  94  cm  (36.9  inches)  in  that 
month  beat  the  old  record  of  77  cm  (30.5 
inches)  set  in  March  1896.  February  in  Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania  and  Dulles  Airport,  in 
northern  Virginia,  also  broke  records  for 
snowiest  months  ever. 

On  the  Northeast  Snow  Impacts  Scale  (NE- 
SIS),  the  storm  of  18-21  December  was  ranked 
as  a Category  Three  (major  storm),  as  was  the 
4-7  February  storm,  while  the  storm  of  9-11 
February  was  a Category  Two  (significant 
storm).  Because  the  early  February  storms 
were  separated  by  only  a few  days,  some  me- 
teorologists considered  their  combined  impact 
as  effectively  a Category  Five  (extreme  storm), 
of  which  the  East  Coast  has  seen  only  two  in 
recorded  history.  Newspaper  headlines  read 
simply  “Snowmageddon”  and  “Snowpoca- 
lypse.”  Two  weeks  later,  23-28  February,  a 
blizzard  judged  a Category  3 hit  Pennsylvania, 
New  York,  and  southern  New  England. 

The  meteorological  histories  of  these 
storms  are  diverse.  The  first  storm  formed  16 
December  over  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and 
moved  northward,  bringing  record  rainfalls  to 
parts  of  Texas.  By  18  December,  it  had  gath- 
ered strength  offshore  and  began  dumping 
snow  from  southern  Appalachia  through  the 
mid-Atlantic  states,  ultimately  reaching 
southwestern  Nova  Scotia  with  heavy  snow 
and  Newfoundland  with  freezing  rain.  The 
storm  brought  record-breaking  December 
snowfall  totals  to  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and 
Washington,  D.C.  The  nation’s  capital  and 
Roanoke,  Virginia  both  experienced  record 
24-hour  snowfall  with  about  60  cm  (2  feet)  of 
snow  accumulated.  To  the  west.  West  Virginia 
locations  saw  76  cm  of  snow  in  places;  in 
North  Carolina,  Boone  had  46  cm  and 
Asheville  30  cm;  and  portions  of  eastern  Ken- 
tucky received  up  to  41  cm.  Brookhaven,  New 
York’s  67  cm  was  the  town’s  largest  snowfall 
since  1949.  To  the  north,  28  cm  of  snow  fell 
in  Boston,  and  Norwich,  Connecticut  re- 
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ceived  about  50  cm.  After  the  last  flake  fell, 
the  storm  had  broken  a 100-year-old  record 
for  the  largest  single  December  storm  in 
Philadelphia,  previously  51  cm  from  Christ- 
mas 1909.  All  over  the  East,  Christmas  Bird 
Count  schedules  were  thrown  into  chaos. 

The  season’s  second  storm  originated  in  the 
Pacific  and  moved  through  California  and 
Arizona  (1-2  February),  where  it  brought 
heavy  rain  and  snow.  It  then  moved  into 
northern  Mexico,  where  the  storm  produced 
extensive  flooding  and  landslides  (and  loss  of 
life).  By  the  night  of  5 February,  it  had  moved 
off  the  coast  of  northern  North  Carolina, 
where  it  became  a classic  “nor’easter,”  dump- 
ing snow  in  amounts  that  overwhelmed 
emergency  services  and  shut  down  most 
forms  of  travel  for  days.  Several  cities’  snow- 
fall totals  rivaled  those  of  the  infamous 
Knickerbocker  Storm  of  1922.  After  moving 
out  to  sea  off  New  Jersey,  the  storm  hit  the 
Canadian  Maritime  Provinces. 

Just  two  to  three  days  later,  the  third  storm 
hit.  It  had  begun  as  a typical  Alberta  Clipper 
in  Canada,  moved  southeastward,  and  then 
curled  northeastward,  intensifying  off  the 
New  Jersey  coast  and  forming  an  eye,  and 
winds  topped  60  knots  in  some  Atlantic 
coastal  and  Chesapeake  Bay  recording  sta- 
tions, where  residents  called  the  storm  a “cold 
hurricane”  (the  media  went  with  “Snow- 
icane,”  of  course).  The  storm  dumped  30-100 
cm  of  snow  from  Washington,  D.C.  to  Boston. 

The  fourth  blizzard  hit  24-26  February, 
bringing  high  winds  and  30-60  cm  of  snow,  lo- 
cally 90  cm,  across  a wide  area  of  interior  New 
England,  New  York,  and  Pennsylvania;  flood- 
ing also  plagued  several  locations.  Hardy  bird- 
ers who  got  out  during  the  storm  to  seawatch 
sites  in  Massachusetts  were  well  rewarded. 
This  storm  incorporated  multiple  systems, 
among  them  an  upper-level  low  from  the 
northern  Great  Plains  states  and  a surface  low 
from  the  Gulf  Coast.  As  the  surface  low  moved 
northeastward  from  the  Carolina  coast,  it  drew 
energy  from  the  upper-level  low,  resulting  in 
the  storm’s  intensification  off  Fong  Island. 

This  column  has  countenanced  many  win- 
ters in  which  the  West  was  warm,  the  East 
was  cold,  or  vice-versa,  but  the  meteorologi- 
cal patterns  of  winter  2009-2010  were  odd. 
Looking  back  at  the  “Winter  Outlook”  pub- 
lished by  the  National  Oceanic  and  Atmos- 
pheric Administration’s  (NOAA’s)  Climate 
Prediction  Center  on  15  October  2009 
(<http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2009 
/20091015_winteroutlook.html>),  one  reads: 
“El  Nino  in  the  central  and  eastern  equatorial 
Pacific  Ocean  is  expected  to  be  a dominant 
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Figure  3.  Map  depicting  the  precipitation  anomaly  for  winter  2009-2010,  by  meteorological  region,  for  the  Lower  48  states.  Image 
courtesy  of,  and  copyright,  National  Climatic  Data  Center,  National  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric  Administration. 
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Figure  4.  Map  depicting  the  surface  air  temperature  anomaly  for  February  2010  in  Canada.  Image  courtesy  of  and  copyright,  Agricui- 
ture  and  Agri-food  Canada. 
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Location 

Snowfall  total. 
Winter  2009-2010 

Previous  record 
amount  (season) 

Baltimore,  MD 

203  cm 

159  cm  (1995-1996) 

Dulles  Airport,  Loudoun/Fairfax  Counties,  VA 

185  cm 

157  cm  (1995-1996) 

Arlington  County,  VA  (Reagan  National  Airport) 

142  cm 

138  cm  (1898-1899) 

Wilmington,  DE 

169  cm 

142  cm  (1995-1996) 

Philadelphia,  PA 

182  cm 

166  cm  (1995-1996) 

Atlantic  City,  NJ 

127  cm 

119cm  (1966-1967) 

Table  1 . Record-setting  seasonal  snowfall  totals  (in  cm)  for  selected  recording  stations  in  the 
middle  Atlantic  area,  December  2009  through  January  2010,  with  previous  record  amounts  and 
seasons  for  comparison. 


climate  factor  that  will  influence  the  Decem- 
ber through  February  winter  weather  in  the 
United  States.”  The  Deputy  Director  of  the 
Center,  Mike  Flalpert,  added:  “Warmer  ocean 
water  in  the  equatorial  Pacific  shifts  the  pat- 
terns of  tropical  rainfall  that  in  turn  change 
the  strength  and  position  of  the  Jetstream  and 
storms  over  the  Pacihc  Ocean  and  the  United 
States.  Other  climate  factors  are  also  likely  to 
play  a role  in  the  winter  weather  at  times 
across  the  country.  Some  of  these  factors, 
such  as  the  North  Atlantic  Oscillation  [NAO], 
are  difficult  to  predict  more  than  one  to  two 
weeks  in  advance.  The  NAO  adds  uncertainty 
to  the  forecast  in  the  Northeast  and  Mid-At- 
lantic portions  of  the  country.”  Based  on  the 
strong  El  Nino  alone,  the  Climate  Prediction 
Center  issued  a winter  forecast  of  warmer- 
than-average  temperatures  in  the  West  and 
below-average  temperatures  “across  the 
Southeast  and  mid-Atlantic  from  southern 
and  eastern  Texas  to  southern  Pennsylvania 
and  south  through  Florida.”  Bull’s  eye! 

When  the  Climate  Prediction  Center  fore- 
casters discussed  New  England’s  coming  win- 
ter, however,  they  equivocated:  “Equal 
chances  for  above-,  near-,  or  below-normal 
temperatures  and  precipitation.  Winter  weath- 
er in  this  region  is  often  driven  not  by  El  Nino 
but  by  weather  patterns  over  the  northern  At- 
lantic Ocean  and  Arctic,  such  as  the  North  At- 
lantic Oscillation.  These  patterns  are  often 
more  short-term  and  are  generally  predictable 
only  a week  or  so  in  advance.”  And  what 
about  our  four  big  blizzards  in  the  mid-At- 
lantic states  this  winter?  Were  they  forecast? 
The  wise  disclaimer  in  the  Winter  Outlook 
reads:  “This  seasonal  outlook  does  not  predict 
where  and  when  snowstorms  may  hit  or  total 
seasonal  snowfall  accumulations.  Snow  fore- 
casts are  dependent  upon  winter  storms, 
which  are  generally  not  predictable  more  than 
several  days  in  advance.” 

We  have  considered  the  effects  of  El 
Nino/Southern  Oscillation  on  weather  and 
birds  many  times  in  this  column,  and  recent- 


ly, we  have  looked 
more  carefully  at  the 
influence  of  the  North 
Atlantic  Oscillation 
(Brinkley  2009),  an  at- 
mospheric fluctuation 
hrst  noticed  by  Scandi- 
navian seafarers  many 
centuries  ago.  When 
this  Oscillation  is  in 
positive  phase  (the  in- 
dex is  a positive  num- 
ber), the  Icelandic  Low 
draws  a strong  southwesterly  flow  of  air  over 
eastern  North  America,  and  incursions  of  Arc- 
tic air  tend  to  be  minimal.  When  this  Oscilla- 
tion is  in  negative  phase  (indicated  by  a neg- 
ative number),  a high-pressure  area  remains 
relatively  stationary  over  the  North  Atlantic 
and  Greenland,  forcing  cold  Arctic  air  to  flow 
around  it  (see  Eigure  2) — which  explains 
how  Maine  can  record  its  third  warmest  Feb- 
ruary while  Florida  experiences  its  hfth  cold- 
est, as  this  past  winter. 

It  turns  out  that  the  NAO  was  in  a deeply 
negative  phase  in  winter  2009-2010,  and  so 
the  cold  Arctic  air  needed  for  proper  blizzards 
was  available  in  great  supply,  while  the  El 
Nino  pattern  provided  an  abundance  of  mois- 
ture in  the  atmosphere.  One  has  to  go  back  to 
1997-1998  to  see  a midwinter  ENSO  signal  as 
strong  as  recorded  in  this  past  winter.  In  fact, 
the  recent  winter’s  ENSO  strength,  as  meas- 
ured by  the  Multivariate  ENSO  Index,  ranks 
hfth  since  1950:  only  1973,  1983,  1992,  and 
1998  saw  stronger  El  Nino  conditions  during 
January-February  than  did  2010.  (The  late 
1990s  also  had  strongly  negative  NAO  indices 
as  well.)  The  NAO  index  for  December  2009 
was  -1.93,  the  third  lowest  NAO  index  since 
1950  for  any  winter  month.  The  only  winter 
months  with  a lower  NAO  index  were  Febru- 
ary 1978  (-2.20)  and  January  1963  (-2.12) 
(see  <ftp://ftp.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/wd52dg/ 
data/indices/tele_index.nh>).  January  1963 
was  one  of  the  coldest  months  recorded  in  the 
East,  while  February  1978  was  the  coldest 
February  on  record  for  hve  states  and  featured 
historic  blizzards  that  were  well  canvassed  in 
this  journal  (Paxton  et  al.  1978,  'Vickery  1978, 
Wilds  1978).  The  NAO  index  in  January  2010 
continued  to  stay  negative,  with  values  as  low 
as  -2.1  (average  -1.11),  but  in  February,  the 
index  dipped  again,  averaging  -1.98. 

And  so  we  got  December  and  February 
blizzards.  It’s  important  to  note  that  many  of 
the  broken  seasonal  records  in  the  East  (Table 
1)  were  from  winter  1995-1996,  a period  that 
was  not  remarkable  for  ENSO  conditions. 


though  December  1995  did  show  a NAO  in- 
dex of -1.67. 

For  the  first  time  in  memory,  popular  me- 
dia mentioned  the  NAO  in  association  with 
blizzards,  with  many  meteorologists  and  cli- 
matologists called  upon  to  explain  it  to  the 
public.  Over  the  subsequent  summer,  one  pa- 
per was  published  that  linked  the  storms  in 
the  East  to  a clash  of  conditions  associated 
with  a strongly  negative  NAO  index  and  plen- 
tiful El  Nino  moisture  (Seager  et  al.  2010).  It’s 
important  to  bear  in  mind  that  though  the 
NAO  was  named  as  such  relatively  recently,  it 
is  not  anything  new  in  meteorology:  it  has 
been  analyzed  (in  earlier  publications  called 
“the  mid-latitude  zonal  index  in  longitudes 
40°  W-20°  E”)  for  many  years.  We  read  all 
over  the  Internet  and  in  the  newspapers  dur- 
ing the  winter  that  many  weather  reporters 
“blamed”  El  Nino  or  “blamed”  the  NAO  for 
the  wild  winter  weather,  but  to  be  thorough, 
one  could  also  tie  in  the  Arctic  Oscillation 
(AO),  only  named  in  1998.  This  is  an  index  of 
the  dominant  pattern  of  non-seasonal  sea-lev- 
el  pressure  variations  north  of  20°  N latitude. 
Over  most  of  the  twentieth  century,  the  Arctic 
Oscillation  alternated  between  positive  and 
negative  phases.  Beginning  in  the  1970s,  the 
oscillation  has  tended  to  stay  in  the  positive 
phase,  which  is  characterized  by  lower-than- 
normal  Arctic  air  pressure  and  higher-than- 
normal  temperatures  in  much  of  the  United 
States.  According  to  data  from  NOAAs  Cli- 
mate Prediction  Center,  in  December  2009 
through  early  January  2010,  the  Arctic  Oscil- 
lation was  in  the  most  negative  pattern  in  60 
years  of  record  keeping  (the  index  value  was 
-3.41),  with  above-normal  pressure  over  the 
polar  region  and  below-normal  pressure  over 
the  mid-latitudes  also  resulting  in  greater 
movement  of  frigid  polar  air  into  middle  lati- 
tudes. In  short,  the  winter  had  a perfect  recipe 
for  winter  storms  in  the  East  but  also  for  rel- 
atively dry,  warm  conditions  in  the  Northwest 
and  Northeast. 

And  if  one  wished  to  keep  going,  there  are 
other  climate  variability  systems  described  in 
the  Pacific  and  Indian  Ocean  basins  that  sure- 
ly tie  into  the  global  picture.  The  intercon- 
nectedness of  these  systems  ensures  that  there 
is  no  end  to  exploring  weather  data  and  to 
forecasting.  What  does  all  this  have  to  do  with 
our  planet’s  changing  climate?  This  is  the  mil- 
lion-dollar  question.  Certainly,  if  we  see  more 
frequent  and  intense  ENSO  episodes  (because 
sea  surface  temperatures  are  higher),  more 
moisture  in  the  atmosphere  could  provide  one 
of  the  components  for  messy  winters,  at  least 
in  certain  places.  However,  scientists  are  just 


216 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


THE  CHANGING  SEASONS:  GULLS  AND  LIVING  ROOMS 


Location 

Date(s) 

No. 

Age(s) 

Cape  May,  New  Jersey 

27  Nov-9  Dec 

1 

imm. 

St.  Shotts,  Newfoundland 

27  Dec 

1 

imm. 

Hampton,  New  Hampshire 

llJan 

1 

adult 

Provincetown,  Massachusetts 

14-17  Jan 

1 

adult 

Westport,  Massachusetts  to  Middletown,  Rhode  Island 

23  & 26-27  Jan 

1 

adult 

West  Point  Lake,  Georgia/Alabama 

26-29  Jan 

1 

adult 

New  World  Island,  Newfoundland 

early  Feb 

2 

multiple  locations,  southeastern  Labrador 

13  Feb  and  later 

"hundreds" 

(reported  by  locals) 

Cherry  Beach,  Toronto,  Ontario 

15  Feb 

1 

adult 

Lake  Champlain,  New  York  and  Vermont 

19  Feb-2  Mar 

1 

adult 

Goose  Cove,  Newfoundland 

15-16  Feb 

150+ 

(reported  by  locals) 

Great  Northern  Peninsula  locations,  Newfoundland 

17-24  Feb 

111+ 

Saint-Fulgence,  Quebec 

17-22  Feb 

1 

adult 

Witless  Bay,  Newfoundland 

17  Feb 

1 

adult 

Gagnon,  Quebec 

21  Feb 

1 

adult 

Point  Amour,  L'Anse  Amour,  Labrador 

23  Feb 

8 

Cartwright,  Labrador 

25  Feb 

4 

adult 

Stephenville  Crossing,  Newfoundland 

25  Feb 

6 

adult 

Beaches,  near  Hampden,  White  Bay,  Newfoundland 

26  Feb 

1 

Rue  du  fleuve,  Levis,  Quebec 

6-11  Mar 

1 

adult 

Rue  du  Fleuve,  Levis,  Quebec 

8-10  Mar 

1 

imm. 

Table  2.  All  reports  of  bory  Gull  in  eastern  North  America,  November  2009  through  March  2010. 


beginning  to  explore  the  rela- 
tionship of  the  AO  and  NAO 
(together  sometimes  called 
the  “Northern  Annular 
Mode”)  to  other  oscillations 
and  atmospheric  phenomena 
around  the  world,  so  much 
work  remains.  For  weather 
freaks,  we  live  in  a Golden 
Age,  with  abundant  discus- 
sion of  these  complex  sys- 
tems accessible  on  the  Inter- 
net. 

Gulls  gone  wild 

How  does  one  make  sense, 
and  make  use,  of  all  this  fore- 
casting and  Monday-morn- 
ing quarterbacking  on  weath- 
er? We  know,  from  running 
down  the  rabbit’s  hole  on  this 
subject  many  times,  that 
birds  do  not  simply  flee  cold 
weather  or  gravitate  toward 
warmer  weather  during  or  af- 
ter storms.  In  nearly  all  win- 
ters, waterfowl,  open-coun- 
try species,  and  montane 
birds  do  make  movements  when  open  water 
freezes  over,  snow  levels  become  too  deep,  or 
snow  levels  and/or  air  temperatures  become 
intolerable  at  higher  elevations.  These  move- 
ments can  be  subtle,  or  they  can  make  head- 
lines— the  East  Coast  influx  of  Red-necked 
Grebes  in  February  1994,  after  the  Great 
Lakes  had  frozen  over,  for  instance.  But  for 
the  most  part,  winter  irruptions  of  birds  are 
associated  with  reproductive  success  and/or 
with  food  scarcity:  northern  owls  and  other 
raptors,  winter  finches,  Bohemian  Waxwings. 
Right? 

But  what  happens  when  not  just  food  but 
habitat  becomes  scarce  or  degraded?  Figure  5 
shows  the  air  temperature  anomaly  for  De- 
cember 2009  over  part  of  the  northern  hemi- 
sphere. As  in  Figure  2 (early January),  Green- 
land was  much  warmer  than  average,  but  so  is 
most  of  the  polar  region.  In  both  December 
2009  and  January  2010,  sea-ice  extent  ranked 
the  fourth  lowest  since  satellite  measure- 
ments began  in  1979;  February  sea  ice  extent 
continued  well  below  average.  Colder  weath- 
er in  the  western  American  Arctic  allowed 
more  ice  growth  through  the  season  in  the 
Bering  Sea,  but  on  the  Atlantic  side  of  the  Arc- 
tic, ice  coverage  was  unusually  low  in  the 
Davis  Strait,  Ungava  Bay,  and  the  East  Green- 
land Sea  (Figure  6).  If  the  scarcity  of  sea  ice  in 
eastern  Canada  and  around  Greenland  seems 


minor  in  this  image,  recall  that  precisely  this 
area  of  ice  supports  many  birds  and  mammals 
during  winter,  including  the  iconic  Ivory  Gull 
(Mallory  et  al.  2008),  a species  that  spilled 
southward  in  winter  2009-2010,  as  far  south 
as  Alabama — a thrilling  event  for  birders,  but 
a chilling  sign  that  something  was  wrong  in 
the  eastern  American  Arctic.  Figure  7 shows 
the  known  wintering  areas  of  Ivory  Gull  from 
easternmost  Russia  to  Greenland:  note  that 
the  area  with  little  or  no  sea  ice  (Figure  8) 
overlaps  extensively  with  these  wintering  ar- 
eas. The  dearth  amounts  to  1.1  million  square 
kilometers  of  ice  below  the  average. 

And  so  we  get  a blizzard  of  Ivory  Gulls 
(Table  2),  what  Blake  Maybank  called  “an  un- 
precedented white  wave.” 

Most  memorable  of  these  for  me  was  the 
one  I actually  saw,  at  Cape  May,  New  Jersey, 
among  a flurry  of  old  friends.  It  was  the  only 
one  I’ve  ever  seen.  But  of  the  many  Ivory 
Gulls  documented  in  the  flight,  two  others 
stand  out:  one  that  spent  17-22  February  at 
Saint-Fulgence,  Quebec,  an  adult  observed  by 
Germain  Savard  and  Claudette  Cormier  from 
their  home  (!);  and  another  adult  that  25-29 
January  2010  at  West  Point  Lake,  which  is 
shared  between  Troup  County,  Georgia  and 
Chambers  County,  Alabama.  The  latter  bird, 
the  southernmost  ever  recorded  on  the  plan- 
et, perished;  it  was  found  to  have  extensive 


aspergillosis  in  the  lungs,  a 
fungal  infection  probably  re- 
sulting from  its  weakened 
condition. 

In  more  and  more  places, 
we  read  that  these  out-of- 
range Ivory  Gulls  are  em- 
blematic of  the  decline  of 
Arctic  ecosystems  in  the  cur- 
rent period  of  climate 
change.  That  is  a hard  argu- 
ment to  counter,  as  extralim- 
ital  records  of  the  species 
have  increased  in  recent 
decades,  as  analyses  by  Mar- 
shall Iliff  and  others  indicate 
(<http://ebird.org/content/ 
ebird/news/patterns-from- 
ebird-ivory-gull>).  Moreover, 
the  proportion  of  adults 
among  these  vagrants  has  in- 
creased sharply,  almost  cer- 
tainly a sign  of  problems.  But 
we  should  consider  carefully 
how  our  data  are  gathered  in 
the  present  versus  past  years. 
In  the  past,  we  might  not 
have  heard  at  all  about  the 
massive  flight  of  Ivory  Gulls  (“hundreds”) 
that  commenced  13  February  2010  in  south- 
eastern Labrador.  After  word  spread,  New- 
foundland birders  were  on  high  alert  for  the 
species  (see,  e.g.,  <http://birdingnewfound- 
land.blogspot. com/20 10/0 2/ivory-gulls-on- 
way.html>) — and  found  them.  Brandon  Hold- 
en spent  nearly  a week  exploring  the  island’s 
Great  Northern  Peninsula,  north  to  legendary 
LAnse  aux  Meadows.  His  111+  Ivory  Gulls 

(see  <http://www.peregrineprints.com/ind 

WhatsNew.htm>),  in  addition  to  the  “hun- 
dreds” seen  in  Labrador  during  the  Valentine’s 
Day  storm,  make  up  most  of  the  birds  record- 
ed (Table  2).  Had  word  not  spread  rapidly, 
and  had  these  observers  not  been  active,  the 
phenomenon  would  have  seemed  an  order  of 
magnitude  smaller.  But,  of  course,  Walt 
Chambers  was  not  out  looking  for  Ivory  Gulls 
when  he  found  that  beautiful,  ill-fated  emis- 
sary at  West  Point  Lake. 

To  be  sure,  the  Ivory  Gulls  onshore  in 
southeastern  Labrador  were  not  far  from 
where  they  should  have  been:  the  combina- 
tion of  ice-free  seas  and  heavy  gales  brought 
them  toward  land,  where  some  of  these  nor- 
mally pelagic  birds  attempted  to  forage  for 
several  days.  Fred  Shaffer  diligently  compiled 
records  from  the  winter  of  2008-2009,  and  he 
found  reports  of  about  74  birds  from  26  De- 
cember through  1 February,  spanning 
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Average  Air  Temperature  Anomaly 
December  2009  i 


Figure  5.  Map  depicting  the  surface  air  temperature  anomaly  for  December  2009,  at  the  925-millibar  level  (about  1000  m above  the 
surface)  for  the  region  north  of  30“  N.  Warmer-than-usual  temperatures  were  recorded  over  the  Arctic  Ocean  and  cooler-than-normal 
temperatures  over  much  of  the  United  States  and  southwestern  Canada.  Image  courtesy  of,  and  copyright,  Earth  System  Research  Labo- 
ratory, National  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric  Administration. 


Labrador  to  Massachusetts.  While  the  overall 
number  might  have  been  lower  in  that  winter, 
there  were  still  many  scattered  around,  to 
about  35  locations,  south  to  Massachusetts.  So 
we  should  resist  the  temptation  to  see  the  win- 
ter of  2009-2010  as  exceptional,  a straightfor- 
ward result  of  the  AO/NAO  conditions.  It 
would  seem  more  likely  that  this  is  a long- 
term problem,  and  that  we’re  just  seeing  the 
tip  of  the  iceberg. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  continent.  Rich  Mac- 
intosh’s marvelously  thorough  account  of  Alas- 
ka’s hrst  confirmed  record  of  Laughing  Gull  be- 
gins: “In  the  afternoon  of  5 January  2010, 1 was 
looking  out  my  dining  room  window...” 

Perhaps  the  antithesis  of  the  Ivory  Gull 
saga,  Alaska’s  from-the-dining-room  Laugh- 
ing Gull  is  nearly  as  remarkable.  (For  those 
unfamiliar  with  the  location,  Kodiak  is  out  on 
Kodiak  Island,  on  the  western  side  of  the  Gulf 
of  Alaska,  near  the  base  of  the  Aleutians.  So, 
though  it’s  not  Barrow,  it’s  still  over  2000  kilo- 
meters from  Vancouver,  British  Columbia.) 


One  could  attribute  this  record  to  the  relative 
mildness  of  the  winter  in  the  Pacific  North- 
west, but  it  is  also  part  and  parcel  of  the  long- 
term pioneering  of  southern  species  north- 
ward across  the  continent.  So  as  the  Arctic 
warms,  its  inhabitants — not  just  Ivory  Gulls 
but  seals  and  walruses  as  well — roam  more 
widely  in  search  of  habitat  and  sustenance, 
while  species  from  the  south  find  themselves 
able  to  forage  farther  and  farther  north,  in- 
cluding in  winter.  A recent  study  (1988-2008) 
of  Gray  Heron  in  the  United  Kingdom 
(Christmas  et  al.  2010),  for  example,  found 
that  a majority  of  herons  dispersed  toward  the 
northeast  and  that  many  attempted  to  winter 
well  to  the  north.  Birds  that  disperse  north- 
ward and  that  forage  successfully  in  new  areas 
pass  these  tendencies  to  offspring,  and  so  we 
see  patterns  of  range  expansion  develop  grad- 
ually, whether  in  Brown  Pelican  or  Brown 
Thrasher,  Black  Phoebe  or  Black  Vulture. 

There  is  usually  a cost  to  northward  pio- 
neering, especially  for  birds  that  attempt  to 


overwinter.  Brown  Pelicans  in  the  East,  from 
Florida  to  Virginia,  were  brought  into  rehabili- 
tation facilities  by  the  hundreds,  their  feet 
frostbitten  from  exposure  during  unusual  cold 
spells,  courtesy  of  the  extreme  AO/NAO  con- 
ditions. In  the  past,  pelicans  rarely  attempted 
to  winter  in  the  mid-Atlantic  states  and  were 
even  scarce  in  the  Carolinas,  so  their  north- 
ward expansion  in  recent  decades  has  not  been 
without  setbacks.  On  the  West  Coast  this  win- 
ter, El  Nino  conditions  apparently  caused  a se- 
vere scarcity  of  prey,  such  that  Brown  Pelicans 
(and  California  Gulls,  among  other  species) 
moved  northward  by  the  thousands  and  stayed 
far  north  of  usual  range  well  into  January. 
Hundreds  of  starving  pelicans  were  brought 
into  rehabilitation  centers  in  all  three  states. 
While  pelicans  in  the  Pacific  have  also 
marched  northward  in  recent  decades,  even 
reaching  Alaska,  their  dispersal  this  season  was 
almost  certainly  intensified  by  the  dearth  of 
fish  off  California  and  probably  Baja  California 
as  well.  Thus,  for  different  reasons,  pelicans  on 
both  ocean  coasts  had  a very  hard  season. 

Other  people's  backyards 

while  15  per  cent  of  the  photographs  we  re- 
ceive at  North  American  Birds  for  the  winter 
season  are  of  gulls,  nearly  25  per  cent  are  of 
birds  at  feeding  stations.  Arguably,  Alaska’s 
Laughing  Gull  was  at  a “feeder”  (the  fish-can- 
ning plants  are  along  the  same  canal  as  the 
Macintoshes’  place),  but  most  of  us  are  not  so 
fortunate  and  must  be  content  with  offering 
seed,  fruit,  mealworms,  jelly,  and  suet-type 
things.  It  makes  sense  that  we  receive  so  much 
photographic  material  from  backyards,  not 
least  because  many  millions  of  people  feed 
birds,  far  more  than  venture  to  refuges  or  oth- 
er places  to  go  “birding.”  Too,  inclement 
weather  makes  it  more  difficult  to  get  out 
birding  in  many  places,  so  the  backyard’s  con- 
venience is  unbeatable.  During  periods  of  se- 
vere weather,  even  retiring  species,  such  as 
Crimson-collared  Grosbeak  (Figure  9),  may 
be  coaxed  out  of  the  thickets  and  onto  feeders. 

But  how  important  are  weather  and  feeding 
stations  to  our  impressions  of  winter  landbird 
distribution?  I suppose  that  depends  on  the 
species  and  context.  For  instance,  even 
though  Common  Redpolls  are  not  recorded  at 
feeders  in  the  United  States  in  any  numbers  in 
many  winters,  that  does  not  mean  that  they’re 
out  in  nearby  fields,  undetected.  When  they’re 
here,  birders  almost  always  detect  them  in 
backyards.  To  stick  with  our  example  from  the 
other  side  of  the  United  States,  and  the  other 
side  of  the  relative  abundance  spectrum:  What 
about  Crimson-collared  Grosbeaks?  Are  they 
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Figure  6.  Arctic  sea  ice  extent  for  January  2010  was  13.8  million  square  kilometers.  The  ma- 
genta line  shows  the  1 979  to  2000  median  extent  for  the  month  of  January.  Compare  with  Fig- 
ures 7, 8.  Image  courtesy  of,  and  copyright,  National  Snow  and  Ice  Data  Center,  Boulder,  Colorado. 


more  likely  to  be  found  in  harsh  versus  mild  winters  in  Texas?  Are 
some  scarce,  shy  species  simply  not  found  because  they  have  no 
great  need  for  feeding  stations  when  wild  food  is  in  good  supply? 
The  Quinta  Mazatlan  is  more  than  a mere  feeding  station;  it  offers 
a patch  of  excellent  native  habitat  in  a landscape  that  is  increas- 
ingly urbanized.  So,  in  addition  to  questions  of  weather  and  food, 
when  speculating  about  why  we  see  influxes  of  birds  here,  we 
should  consider  decreasing  natural  habitat,  both  in  Tamaulipas 
and  the  Rio  Grande  Valley  of  Texas,  and  the  increasing  number  and 
avidity  of  observers  in  South  Texas.  In  the  end,  I suspect  that  the 
grosbeaks’  appearances  have  much  the  same  set  of  causes*  as  the 
redpolls’ — a relatively  high  level  of  reproductive  success,  probably 
coupled  with  a scarcity  of  food  in  core  range,  for  whatever  reason 
(drought,  habitat  alteration,  etc.).  The  fact  that  so  many  Mexican 
species  of  interest  to  birders  seem  to  show  up  in  Texas  in  colder 
winters  (see  our  cover  image  and  this  essay’s  frontispiece),  howev- 
er, does  seem  to  point  to  a common  mechanism,  and  though  it  may 
seem  counterintuitive  that  a bird  seeking  to  escape  a cold  snap 
would  disperse  to  the  north,  such  a flight  is  perhaps  not  so  unusu- 
al for  mostly  sedentary  subtropical  species  that  move  relatively 
short  distances. 

Nonetheless,  detection  rates  of  certain  species,  including  va- 
grants, surely  do  go  up  during  certain  kinds  of  inclement  weather. 
Heavy  snows  from  southern  Appalachia  through  the  major  metro- 
politan areas  of  the  mid-Atlantic  this  past  winter  were  almost  cer- 
tainly partly  responsible  for  records  of  eight  Varied  Thrushes  be- 
tween Pennsylvania  and  North  Carolina,  almost  all  of  which  were 
at  feeders  or  in  backyards.  This  number  might  appear  to  constitute 
a “flight”  in  this  part  of  the  world,  but  there  is  little  evidence  that 


Figure  7.  Map  from  Birds  of  North  America  Online  (Mallory  et  al.  2008),  illustrating  the  breeding  and  win- 
tering ranges  of  Ivory  Gull  from  easternmost  Russia  to  Greenland.  Image  courtesy  of  and  copyright.  Birds  of 
North  America  Online. 


Sea  Ice  Concentraironi  Anomalies 
Dec  2009 


Total  anomaly  » -1 ,1  million  $q  km 

Figure  8.  In  for  December  2009,  the  Arctic  sea  ice  anomaly  was  measured  at  about  1.1  million  square  kilo- 
meters. The  anomaly  in  the  Labrador  Sea  stretched  from  Ungava  Bay  across  Davis  Strait  to  western  Green- 
land, as  well  as  down  the  Labrador  coast.  The  Labrador  Sea  ice  edge  is  considered  a major  wintering  area 
for  Ivory  Gulls  that  nest  in  North  America  (Figure  7).  image  courtesy  of  and  copyright,  NationaiSnow  and  ice 

Data  Center,  Boulder,  Colorado. 
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Figure  9.  Crimson-collared  Grosbeak  has  become  an  almost  annual  visitor  to  the  Lower  Rio 
Grande  Valley  in  very  low  numbers  in  recent  years.  The  winter  of  2009-2010  was  no  excep- 
tion, with  two  well-documented  records  including  this  spectacular  male  at  Quinta  Mazatlan 
in  McAllen,  Hidalgo  County  3-19  (here  13)  February  2010.  Photograph  by  Morgan  Tingley. 


Figure  12.  Appearing  1 (here  6)  December  2009  and  remaining  through  the  winter  season,  this  Common 
Lhaffinch  frequented  a suburban  yard  in  Waltham,  Massachusetts.  Photograph  by  Jeremiah  Trimble. 


Figure  1 0.  As  was  the  previous  winter  season,  the  winter  of  2009-2010  was  a poor  one  for 
wintering  hummingbirds  in  Tennessee  and  Kentucky.  This  adult  male  Rufous  Humming- 
bird was  present  in  Hardin  County,  Kentucky  into  early  January  2010  (here  17  December). 
It  had  previously  been  banded  in  Louisiana  in  February  2008.  Phatograph  by  Jackie  Elmore. 


Figure  1 1 . This  adult  male  Common  Poorwill  was  found  about  8 kilometers  west  of  Mait- 
land, Holt  County,  Missouri  21  (here  22)  November  2009.  It  flew  into  a car  and  was 
stunned,  then  retrieved  and  released  the  next  day,  after  it  appeared  to  have  recovered. 
This  provides  only  the  second  documentation  of  this  western  species  for  Missouri;  there 
are  no  documented  records  for  Iowa  or  Arkansas.  Photograph  by  David  A.  Easterla. 


this  year  was  exceptional  for  the  species  east  of  its  usual  range:  numbers  in  the 
Midwest  and  Northeast  were  unremarkable.  Rather,  it  may  be  that  cold  brought 
more  Varied  Thrushes  farther  south  than  usual  (southerly  influxes  American 
Robins  during  severe  cold  snaps  are  well  known)  and  that  heavy  snow  brought 
them  in  to  feeders.  It  is  conceivable  that  both  components  were  necessary  for 
their  detection  in  these  numbers:  perhaps  without  the  deep  snow,  most  would 
have  remained  in  the  backcountry,  unnoticed.  Interestingly,  Wilds  (1978)  re- 
ported record-breaking  numbers  of  Varied  Thrushes  (18)  in  snowy  areas  from 
Virginia  to  Massachusetts  in  winter  1977-1978,  when  the  NAO  index  value  was 
the  lowest  ever  recorded  and  the  East  had  severe  winter  storms. 

The  more  we  think  about  the  many  variables  involved  in  the  bird  distribu- 
tions we  document,  though,  the  more  we  perceive  their  potential  interconnec- 
tion and  the  difficulties  of  determining  the  most  important  factors  and  mech- 
anisms among  them.  For  instance,  several  regions  in  the  recently  expanded 
winter  range  of  Rufous  Hummingbird  (Figure  10)  have  reported  that  their 
numbers  have  stabilized  recently  or  have  declined  a bit.  Are  fewer  people  feed- 
ing hummingbirds  during  the  recession?  Probably.  But  perhaps  the  species’ 
productivity  has  been  lower  in  recent  years,  for  some  reason,  thus  fewer  mi- 
grants toward  the  Southeast  and  East.  If  mortality  of  birds  wintering  north  of 
the  Gulf  coastal  states  has  increased,  then  it  seems  likely  that  fewer  hatch-year 
birds  would  show  up  in  more  northerly  areas.  Finally,  it  is  possible  that  the 
novelty  of  winter  Rufous  Hummingbirds  has  worn  off,  so  much  so  that  re- 
porting of  them  has  become  spotty  in  some  areas.  However,  I doubt  that  is  the 
case;  many  people  are  eager  to  share  news  of  any  winter  hummingbird  at  their 
feeders,  and  because  many  Selasphorus  require  careful  scrutiny  to  identify,  I 
don’t  think  eastern  birders  have  become  blase  about  these  birds  quite  yet. 

Western  hummingbirds  in  late  autumn  have  been  a bellwether  of  so-called 
“reverse  migrants”  across  much  of  the  continent,  and  they  appear  to  have  her- 
alded increasing  waves  of  other  northbound  long-distance  migrants  in  autumn. 
Many  birders  have  long  suspected,  too,  that  those  prized  December  rarities, 
both  those  found  in  the  first  week  of  the  month  and  later  birds  (often  found  on 
Christmas  Bird  Counts,  at  feeders,  or  both),  were  in  fact  late-autumn  reverse 
migrants  that  went  undetected  in  October  or  November.  We  have  strong  pat- 
terns to  ground  this  suspicion  for  some  species.  The  Baltimore  Orioles  in  Hal- 
ifax, Nova  Scotia  (see  the  S.A.  box)  and  around  the  Northeast  generally  ht  a fa- 
miliar pattern,  as  does  the  Tropical  Kingbird  that  tarried  at  Newport,  Oregon 
into  December.  Other  birds,  such  as  Maine’s  first-ever  MacGillivray’s  Warbler 
(in  Falmouth,  19-22  December)  or  Massachusetts’  second-in-winter  Sage 
Thrasher  (in  Salisbury,  4-20  January)  or  eastern  Washington’s  hrst-in-winter 
Yellow  Warbler  (Maryhill  State  Park,  5 December)  ht  emerging  patterns  but 
force  us  to  concede  that  we  don’t  know  with  certainty  when  such  birds  hrst  ar- 
rived in  these  areas.  And  many  vagrants  defy  even  our  best  guesses.  A Common 
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Poorwill  found  21  November  near  Maitland, 
Missouri  (Figure  11)  miglit  be  considered  a 
reverse  migrant,  but  this  species  is  very  rarely 
recorded  as  a vagrant,  and  so  we  have  almost 
no  pattern  to  work  with.  Common  Poorwill  is 
not  only  able  to  enter  a state  of  torpor  during 
periods  of  cold  or  prey  scarcity;  it  is  the  only 
bird  species  known  to  maintain  torpor  for 
very  long  periods  in  winter.  Could  this  bird 
have  simply  been  a fall  migrant  from  the 
Dakotas,  a bird  that  went  into  torpor  in  Mis- 
souri because  of  the  low  temperatures,  be- 
coming active  again  as  temperatures  rose  later 
in  the  season?  Or  was  it  a reverse  migrant 
from  farther  south  that  was  bound  in  a north- 
easterly direction  when  encountered?  Assum- 
ing poorwills  do  stray  out  of  their  range  on  oc- 
casion, one  can  only  imagine  how  difficult  to 
detect  they  would  be.  What  would  a poorwill 
feeder  look  like? 

The  backyard  produces  endless  questions  to 
which  we  have  no  answer.  Shall  we  take  a vote 
on  how  a Common  Chaffinch  got  to  Waltham, 
Massachusetts  this  season  (Figure  12)?  I sus- 
pect we  would  find  a range  of  views.  Two  and  a 
half  months  into  its  stay,  the  bird  was  captured 
so  that  feather  samples  could  be  taken,  in 
hopes  that  the  stable  isotopes  therein  would 
provide  clues  to  where  the  bird  came  from. 
With  extensive  releases  of  Eurasian  finches  (as 
well  as  Great  Tits,  Blue  Tits,  and  Eurasian  Jays) 
in  the  Chicago  area  in  recent  years,  we  may 
have  a more  colorful  avifauna  now,  but  we  have 
a formidable  challenge  if  we  want  to  make 
sense  of  records  of  Common  Chaffinch,  Euro- 
pean Goldfinch,  and  Eurasian  Siskin,  all  of 
which  stray  to  Iceland  and  are  thus  potential 
visitors  to  the  Northeast,  at  least.  To  many  bird- 
ers, released  birds  might  seem  a negligible  fac- 
tor, because  we  ourselves  see  so  few.  One  in- 
dustrious birder-ornithologist,  curious  about  a 
rash  of  reports,  set  out  to  locate  as  many 
records  of  European  Goldfinch  as  possible 
(Craves  2008);  she  turned  up  over  400  records 
of  the  species,  spanning  almost  half  the  conti- 
nent, including  multiple  breeding  records  from 
the  Midwest.  So  far,  these  escapee-expatriates 
have  not  begun  to  barnstorm  their  new  conti- 
nent in  the  way  that  Eurasian  Collared-Doves 
have.  But  what  do  their  patterns  of  dispersal 
look  like?  Might  they  end  up  in  Massachusetts 
or  eastern  Canada,  places  that  have  most  of  the 
continent’s  records  of  vagrant  European  passer- 
ines considered  legitimate?  Other  Old  World 
backyard  birds,  such  as  a Violet  Turaco  that  fre- 
quented a feeder  at  Lac-Beauport,  Quebec 
through  December — “a  shocking  sight  in  the 
snow,”  according  to  regional  editors — are  less 
likely  to  provoke  debates  about  provenance. 


Figure  13.  This  swan,  found  with  Trumpeter  Swans  near  Burlington,  Skagit  County, 
Washington  6 December  2009,  showed  yellow  on  the  bill  consistent  with  Tundra  Swan, 
but  the  bird's  bill  structure  and  facial  pattern  otherwise  appeared  closer  to  Trumpeter.  Al- 
though Trumpeters  and  Tundras  have  hybridized  in  captivity,  there  are  no  documented 
records  of  this  hybrid  combination  in  the  wild.  Photograph  by  Steven  6.  MIodinow. 


The  Practiced  Eye 

If  birders  ever  decided  to 
“make  things  a little  more  in- 
teresting” by  placing  bets  on 
records  of  unusual  birds,  I 
would  not  want  to  be  the  pi- 
geon who  bet  against  Steve 
MIodinow  to  find  a hybrid  in 
the  world  of  waterfowl. 

Heck,  I wouldn’t  even  want 
odds  that  he  would  fail  to 
find  a hybrid  never  before 
described  in  the  wild!  And  so 
I wasn’t  surprised  at  all  to  see 
that  he  found  a swan  in  Sk- 
agit County,  Washington  that 
appears  to  be  a hybrid  be- 
tween Tundra  Swan  and  Trumpeter  Swan  in 
December  (Figure  13).  Although  “Trumpling” 
Swans  are  known  in  captivity,  and  similar 
birds  have  been  observed  in  Alaska,  this 
would  be  the  first  documented  record  of  a 
wild  bird. 

And  as  long  as  we’re  talking  easy  money,  I 
wouldn’t  want  to  enter  a wager  about  anything 
that  involved  the  word  “California,”  the  state 
that  most  consistently  pushes  the  envelope  in 
questions  of  bird  identification.  Among  this 
season’s  pearls  were  a rostratus  Savannah  Spar- 
row found  north  of  the  Golden  Gate  bridge  in 
Marin  County  (Figure  14) — this  taxon,  con- 
sidered a full  species  by  some,  is  almost  un- 
recorded north  of  San  Luis  Obispo  County 
and  is  normally  found  in 
southernmost  California — 
and  a Bell’s  Vireo  possibly  of 
the  nominate  subspecies  in 
San  Bernardino  County  (Fig- 
ure 15).  Not  much  gets  past 
Californians! 

Betting  ^birders  might 
want  to  steer  clear  of  Col- 
orado, too,  where  attention 
to  detail,  and  to  subspecies, 
has  been  a hallmark  of  the 
birding  community  for  many 
years,  not  least  because  so 
many  different  taxa  (and  hy- 
brids, and  intergrades)  pass 
through  this  continental 
crossroads.  So  it  was  no  sur- 
prise that  when  strong  evi- 
dence was  published  that  the 
Winter  Wren  complex  was 
clearly  comprised  of  multi- 
ple species,  Coloradans 
were  ahead  of  the  curve  in 
working  out  differences  be- 
tween Winter  Wren  (eastern 


Figure  14.  This  Savannah  Sparrow  of  the  subspecies  rostratus 
(Large-billed  Savannah  Sparrow),  present  at  Abbotts  Lagoon, 
Marin  County,  California  23-29  (here  22)  December  2009,  repre- 
sents the  northernmost  record  of  this  distinctive  subspecies. 
Photograph  by  Steve  N.  G.  Howell. 


Figure  IS.  The  olive  and  yellow  tones  of  this  Bell's  Vireo,  photographed  at  Big  River, 
San  Bernardino  County,  California  on  8 January  2010,  are  suggestive  of  the  nominate 
subspecies  from  the  Great  Plains  and  Midwest  but  may  be  within  the  range  of  freshly 
plumaged  arizonae,  the  breeding  subspecies  in  this  lower  Colorado  River  area. 
Photograph  by  Thomas  L Benson. 
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Figure  1 7.  Perhaps  representing  only  the  second  record  of  the  un- 
alaschensis  subspecies  group  (Sooty  Fox  Sparrow)  east  of  Texas,  this  Fox 
Sparrow  attended  a Barrington,  New  Hampshire  feeder  sporadically  from 
9 (here  1 1 ) December  2009  through  20  March  2010.  Careful  analysis  of  its 
plumage  suggests  that  this  bird  might  better  be  considered  an  “altiva- 
gans"  Fox  Sparrow,  an  enigmatic  taxon  that  intergrades  with  three  other 
taxa  on  the  edges  of  its  range,  or  perhaps  an  intergrade  of  altivagans 
with  Sooty.  Photograph  by  Stephen  Mirick. 

hiemalis  group)  and  Pacific  Wren  (western 
pacificus  group).  In  winter  2009-2010  in  Col- 
orado, all  but  one  of  the  nine  birds  in  this 
complex  were  identified  to  their  new  species, 
ahead  of  their  formal  recognition  in  summer 
2010  by  the  American  Ornithologists’  Union 
— three  Pacific  Wrens  and  five  Winter  Wrens 
(Figure  16). 

However,  if  some  birding  bookmaker  had 
offered  odds  on  a Sooty  Fox  Sparrow  turning 
up  in  New  Hampshire  (Figure  17),  well,  who 
wouldn’t  want  in  on  that  action?  A small 
state — but  a huge  bird  in  the  East,  with  no 
confirmed  record;  what  are  the  odds?  But  wait: 
distinguishing  among  the  many  subspecies 
groups  in  the  Fox  Sparrow  complex  is  not 
straightforu'ard.  Marshall  Iliff  (in  press)  notes: 

Two  characters  of  the  [New  Hampshire] 
bird  are  inconsistent  with  any  of  the 
Sooty  group  and  suggest  that  the  bird  is 
in  fact  P i.  altivagans.  First,  the  breast 


So  what  exactly  is  “altivagans"!  Some 
authors  consider  it  a distinct  taxon  that  is 
part  of  the  Red  Fox  Sparrow  group;  oth- 
ers place  it  with  the  Slate-colored  Fox 
Sparrow  group;  and  others  treat  it  as  a 
puzzling,  unresolved  form  that  exists 
where  the  ranges  of  these  groups,  and 
Sooty,  approach  each  other.  Whatever  al- 
tivagans is,  this  form  intergrades  with 
Red,  Sooty,  and  Slate-colored  groups  where 
their  ranges  meet.  Iliff  (in  press)  writes;  “Given 
the  similarity  of  the  New  Hampshire  bird  to  the 
Sooty  group,  it  seems  most  probable  that  it  is 
an  altivagans  from  the  northwestern  portion  of 
the  range,  where  altivagans  intergrades  with 
Sooty.”  And  where  is  this?  He  suggests  that  it 
might  have  come  from  “the  relatively  narrow 
area  in  central-western  British  Columbia  where 
altivagans  meets  Passerella  iliaca  townsendi  (of 
the  Sooty  group).”  This  may  be  a lesson  in  why 
birding  and  betting  don’t  mix:  with  some  birds, 
all  bets  are  off. 

The  Practiced  Eye  award  for  this  season  goes 
to  Tom  and  Lori  Chase  of  Barrington,  New 
Hampshire,  for  picking  out  and  putting  out  the 
word  on  this  doubly  rare,  fascinating  sparrow — 
and  for  sharing  it  with  other  birders.  Thank  you 
for  an  opportunity  for  all  of  us  to  broaden  our 
understanding  of  a beautiful  group  of  sparrows. 
We  live  in  an  age  in  which  some  among  us  doc- 
ument wayward  Ivory  Gulls  and  Laughing 


Figure  16.  Colorado  had  nine  reports  of  Winter  Wren  in  winter  2009- 
2010,  including  this  eastern  type  photographed  near  Hygiene,  Boulder 
County  on  13  December.  Photograph  by  Bill Schmoker. 


spotting  is  large  and  blurry  in  the 
center  of  the  upper  breast  but  be- 
comes smaller,  crisper  arrowhead 
marks  on  the  lower  breast  and  belly. 
This  trait  is  typical  of  the  Slate-col- 
ored group.  Second,  and  perhaps 
more  important,  the  rich  reddish  up- 
pertail  coverts  and  tail  contrast  fairly 
strongly  with  the  grayish-brown  back 
and  rump.  This  contrast  is  typical  of 
P.  i.  altivagans  but  should  be  rather 
subtle  in  all  forms  of  Sooty.  One  trait 
of  the  New  Hampshire  bird  that 
seems  to  better  match  Sooty  sub- 
species (like  P i.  unalaschensis)  is  the 
relatively  solidly  dark  flanks;  altiva- 
gans specimens  often  show  more  dis- 
tinct flank  streaking.  Conclusively 
eliminating  a “pure”  Sooty  Fox  Spar- 
row may  not  be  possible  without  a 
specimen,  but  based  on  the  photo- 
graphs, this  bird  seems  to  best  match 
altivagans.  Thus,  while  the  bird  was 
identified  as  a Sooty  Fox  Sparrow  for 
most  of  its  stay,  it  may  in  fact  have 
better  been  considered  a Slate-col- 
ored Fox  Sparrow. 


Gulls  from  our  homes,  a testimony  not  only  to 
the  rapid  changes  in  bird  distribution  we  are 
witnessing  but  also  to  how  connected  and  how 
geographically  widespread  we  have  become. 
Word  of  gulls  and  sparrows  spreads  in  mere  sec- 
onds, and  though  some  of  what  we  observe  and 
document  may  be  ominous,  everything  we  see 
affords  us  the  opportunity  to  enrich  our  com- 
mon erudition  about  our  changing  avifauna, 
whether  in  our  backyards  or  at  the  outermost 
edges  of  the  continent. 
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A true  Canadian  loves  the  Winter,  revels  in  it, 
especially  in  the  North. . . Winter  is  on,  the  air 
becomes  like  rich  wine  that  strengthens  and 
invigorates;  pure,  crisp,  and  health-giving. 
Those  who  have...  never  witnessed  the  wild, 
majestic  spectacle  of  a swiftly  marching  snow- 
storm— To  them  1 will  say  that  no  matter 
what  they  may  have  seen  and  done,  life  still 
holds  something  for  them  that  they  should 
not  miss. 

— Grey  Owl, 
from  “Tales  of  an  Empty  Cabin” 


If  you  still  need  to  witness  a Canadian  win- 
ter, 1 counsel  speed.  Our  winters  are  swift- 
ly softening  into  a shadow  of  their  former 
“majestic  spectacle.”  Grey  Owl,  who  wrote 
his  paean  to  winter  in  the  1930s,  would  nev- 
er recognize  his  northern  woods  during  our 
current  hibernal  months.  Canadians  used  to 
joke  about  summer  being  our  season  of  poor 
snow-shoeing:  this  has  now  shifted  to  the  di- 
ametrical season. 

Climate  change  is  the  culprit,  though  this 
past  winters  balmy  character  was  amplihed 
by  a strong  El  Nino/Southern  Oscillation. 
Across  the  Region,  December  started  fair,  but 
a cold  snap  set  in,  and  the  month  ended 
slightly  colder  than  average.  But  January  and 
February  were  respectively  2°  and  3°  C above 
normal,  and  precipitation  was  measured  at 
about  half  of  expected  totals.  The  record 
snowfalls  in  the  eastern  United  States  largely 
bypassed  our  provinces. 

How  did  this  affect  our  winter  birds?  I have 
kept  track  of  Nova  Scotia’s  provincial  winter 
species  totals  for  14  years,  and  this  past  winter 
we  had  the  lowest  total  in  a decade,  187 
species,  eight  below  the  average.  New  Bruns- 
wick also  has  14  years  of  data,  and  its  152 
species  total  tied  its  worst-ever  result,  set  13 


years  earlier.  Prince  Edward  Island,  at  107, 
was  only  slightly  below  average,  but  it  was 
helped  by  open  coastal  waters,  as  there  was  lit- 
tle ice  formation  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence. 
Newfoundland  has  only  three  years  of  collect- 
ed data,  but  its  total  of  129  was  the  lowest,  and 
St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon,  with  14  years  of  data, 
had  83  species,  the  lowest  total  in  a decade 
(see  <http://tinyurl.com/nswinter>).  Many 
species  that  were  present  were  recorded  in  low 
numbers,  or  were  difficult  to  tally,  as  the  ab- 
sence of  harsh  weather  meant  birds  were  not 
driven  to  feeders.  Light  ice  conditions  in  Gulf 
of  St.  Lawrence  allowed  sea  ducks  to  disperse 
more  widely  than  normal;  sheltered  estuaries, 
such  as  Pictou  Harbour,  Nova  Scotia,  held 
fewer  rafts  than  usual. 

It  was  not  a stellar  season  for  rarities,  and 
northern  birds  were  generally  scarce,  with 
low  numbers  of  Snowy  Owls,  Dovekies, 
Thick-billed  Murres,  Bohemian  Waxwings, 
Northern  Shrikes,  and  redpolls,  although 
ptarmigan  bucked  this  trend  in  Labrador,  and 
Ivory  Gulls  graced  both  Labrador  and  the 
Northern  Peninsula  of  Newfoundland  in  an 
unprecedented  white  wave. 

Abbreviations:  Brier  (Brier  L,  NS);  C.S.l. 
(Cape  Sable  L,  NS);  H.R.M.  (Halifax  Regional 
Municipality,  NS);  Newfoundland  (the  island 
of  Newfoundland,  part  of  the  province  of 
Newfoundland  and  Labrador). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  GREBES 

Snow  Geese  were  noted  in  unexpected  num- 
bers in  the  s.  part  of  the  Region,  with  12  seen 
hying  southward  near  Saint  John,  NB  26  Dec 
(Joanne  Savage),  and  six  reports  of  at  least  10 
birds  on  mainland  Nova  Scotia,  including  3 at 
Digby  24  Dec.  Qohn  Kearney);  one  was  pres- 
ent well  into  the  season  at  Marriott’s  Cove, 
Lunenburg  4 Feb  (Paul  MacDonald). 
Eurasian  Wigeon  numbers  reached  double- 
digit totals  across  Nova  Scotia,  and  St.  John’s, 


NL  had  similar  numbers,  but  none  were  re- 
ported from  the  other  two  provinces.  A tardy 
Blue-winged  Teal  was  elusive  in  Halifax  Har- 
bour, last  noted  28  Dec  (Mike  King).  The  lin- 
gering female  Northern  Shoveler  in  St.  John’s, 
NL  disappeared  mid-Dec  (fide  JC).  Nine 
Eurasian  Teal  were  in  Newfoundland,  the 
only  province  reporting  this  subspecies;  7 of 
these  were  in  St.  John’s.  The  2 male  Redheads 
found  in  autumn  in  Glace  Bay,  NS  were  noted 
through  mid-Jan.  Tufted  Ducks  evidently  find 
St.  John’s,  NL  to  their  liking,  as  this  winter’s 
total  peaked  at  a Regional  record  34  in  late 
December  {fide  JC).  Greater  Scaup  numbers 
were  much  lower  than  normal  in  Pictou  Har- 
bour. Dalzell  notes:  “The  waters  surrounding 
Prince  Edward  Island  are  usually  frozen  in  by 
late  December,  but  not  this  winter.  Two  ex- 
amples of  abnormal  winter  concentrations  of 
Greater  Scaup  on  the  island  were  200  at  Sav- 
age Harbour  10  Jan  (Dan  McAskill,  DO)  and 
a different  flock  of  200  at  Oyster  Bed  Bridge 
19  Feb  (DO).”  Barrow’s  Goldeneyes  peaked  at 
108  at  Trout  River,  PEI  7 Jan  (RC).  This 
species’  population  is  slowly  increasing  Re- 
gionally, and  this  is  also  true  of  the  threatened 
Harlequin  Duck:  there  were  150+  birds  across 
Nova  Scotia;  about  100  around  St.  Pierre;  a 
high  count  of  52  at  Machias  Seal  L,  NB;  and  a 
notable  lingering  bird  at  Northwest  River, 
Labrador  24  Dec  Oeittiy  Gear).  Up  to  4 Pied- 
billed Grebes  were  noted  around  H.R.M. 
through  mid-Jan,  and  one  lingered  at  Saint 
John,  NB  through  mid-Dec  (MC).  Less  ex- 
pected were  one  at  St.  Pierre  7 Dec  (Laurent 
Jackman)  and  2 in  se.  Newfoundland:  one 
dropped  by  an  eagle  at  Cape  Race  9 Dec,  and 
another  at  Trepassey,  last  observed  16  Jan 
ifidcjC). 

CORMORANTS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Double-crested  Cormorants  linger  later  and 
in  larger  numbers  each  winter.  More  than  50 
were  tallied  across  Nova  Scotia  in  late  Dec, 


r A It  was,  by  all  accounts,  the  best  flight  of  Willow  Ptarmigan  into  w.  and  s.  Labrador  since  the  winter  of  1 998-1999.  "A  bag 
3fi!imit  of25  per  person  per  day  is  the  rule,  with  a maximum  possession  of  50  per  person,"  Dalzell  explains.  "However,  there 
were  observed  instances  of  folks  far  exceeding  these  limits,  such  as  three  gunners  (I  hesitate  to  call  them  hunters)  who  bagged 
about  400  birds  in  one  day  near  Labrador  City  20  Jan.  At  about  the  same  time,  between  Labrador  City  and  Churchill  Falls,  an- 
other group  of  4-5  market  gunners  from  the  south  coast  of  Labrador  (who  either  sell  or  give  their  birds  away  to  relatives  when 
they  return  home)  had  a komatik  loaded  with  an  estimated  2000  birds,  probably  the  result  of  a couple  days' gunning." 

"In  the  past,  such  excessive  hunting  would  not  have  been  feasible,  but  with  the  opening  of  the  final  phase  of  the  Trans- 
Labrador  Highway  (TLH)  between  Goose  Bay  and  Cartwright  Junction  in  mid-Dec,  gunners  poured  into  cen.  Labrador  from  the 
coast  in  search  of  caribou  and  ptarmigan.  Obviously,  the  practice  of  stocking  up  is  common  in  the  north,  where  game-checks 
and  wardening  are  limited.  While  parked  on  the  side  of  the  road  26  Feb  between  Churchill  Falls  and  Labrador  City,  I was  passed 
by  vehicles  filled  with  gunners  every  10  minutes.  I suspect  that  many  of  the  ptarmigan  attempting  to  cross  the  TLH  between 
Goose  Bay  and  Labrador  City  on  good-weather  days  during  the  winter  were  pursued.  As  with  any  [apparently]  abundant  re- 
source, it  is  easy  to  see  why  such  slaughter  is  tolerated.  Ifs  a good  thing  the  Willow  Ptarmigan  only  irrupt  ever  decade  or  so." 

The  hunt  included  an  unknown  number  of  Rock  Ptarmigan,  known  locally  as  "Rockers."  Some  hunters  reported  that  as 
many  as  one  in  five  ptarmigan  they  shot  was  of  this  species. 
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and  3 first-winter  birds  were  noted  “shiver- 
ing” at  Montague,  PEI  20  Jan  (RC);  one  made 
it  through  mid-Jan  in  St.  Pierre  (Pascal  As- 
selin).  A female  frigatebird,  most  likely  a 
Magnificent,  was  noted  by  an  observant  fish- 
erman 25  km  w.  of  Seal  I.,  NS  7 Dec  (Roder- 
ick d’Entremont,  fide  Ted  D'Eon).  There  is 
one  other  winter  frigatebird  record  for  the  Re- 
gion, from  Dec  2007  near  Halifax  Harbour. 

An  American  Bittern  was  remarkably  late 
on  C.S.I.  4 Jan-16  Eeb  (JN);  otherwise,  a 
Black-crowned  Night-Heron  on  C.S.I.  6 Dec 
(JN)  was  the  only  non-Great  Blue  reported. 
More  Turkey  Vultures  are  attempting  to  win- 
ter in  New  Brunswick,  with  3 noted  this  win- 
ter. Winter  Broad-winged  Hawks  have  been 
documented  a number  of  times  in  Nova  Sco- 
tia (and  at  least  2 were  reported  this  winter), 
but  they  are  rarer  elsewhere  in  the  Region. 
Greg  Stroud  carefully  reported  an  imm.  twice 
during  the  winter  near  Prince  Edward  Island 
N.R  A Merlin  at  Eorteau  23  Eeb  probably  fur- 
nished a first  winter  record  for  Labrador  (fide 
BD).  A Virginia  Rail  beside  an  open  beaver 
flowage  near  New  Horton,  Albert,  NB  through 
at  least  20  Dec  (Woody  Gillies)  made  the  3rd 
or  4th  winter  record  for  the  province.  The 
late-autumn  American  Coot  at  St.  Pierre  just 
made  it  into  the  winter  season,  being  report- 
ed 1 Dec  (Patrick  Boez).  Another  coot  arrived 
in  St.  Johns,  NL  in  early  Jan  and  wintered 
there.  Two  Sandhill  Cranes  noted  in  Nov  in  w. 
Nova  Scotia  were  relocated  in  early  Dec  near 
Centreville,  Hants  and  remained  until  at  least 
1 Jan  (Derek  Crosby,  m.ob.). 

The  e.  coast  of  Newfoundland’s  Avalon  Pen. 
enjoyed  a small  invasion  of  Northern  Lap- 
wings, courtesy  of  storm-force  northeasterlies. 
The  first  report  came  from  Portugal  Cove  South 

5 Jan  (fide  JO'  another  or  the  same  bird  was 
heard  calling  overhead  in  thick  fog  at  Trepassey 

6 Jan  (Dave  Brown);  and  another  was  more  co- 
operative on  manure-covered  fields  at  Bay  Bulls 
6-9  Jan  (Chris  Ryan,  m.ob.).  A Spotted  Sand- 
piper on  the  Sheet  Harbour,  NS,  C.B.C.  22  Dec 
(fide  IM)  furnished  only  the  2nd  provincial 
winter  record.  Eor  the  first  winter  in  15  years, 
no  Red  Knots  were  reported  in  Nova  Scotia;  3 
were  seen  in  Miquelon  through  the  season. 
Purple  Sandpipers  are  rarely  reported  from 
Prince  Edward  Island,  whose  coasts  are  usually 
frozen  in  hy  late  Dec;  2 at  Gaspereaux,  Kings  31 
Jan  Qim  Sutton)  were  therefore  notable.  A Red- 
necked Phalarope,  possibly  injured,  was  report- 
ed on  a pond  on  C.S.I.  2 Dec,  for  a first  Nova 
Scotia  winter  record. 

In  Newfoundland,  the  landfill  at  St.  John’s 
does  not  divert  waste  that  can  be  composted, 
though  a new  Central  Composting  Eacility  is 
slated  for  completion  there  in  2011.  With  this 
project,  and  with  the  Harbour  Solutions  proj- 


ect nearing  completion  (eliminating  savory 
sewage  outfall),  one  expects  a sharp  reduc- 
tion in  the  number  and  variety  of  gulls  in  the 
area.  But  this  winter  produced  the  usual 
bounty  of  rare  gulls.  Three  or  perhaps  4 Mew 
Gulls  spent  the  winter,  and  another  2 were 
noted  elsewhere  in  the  Avalon  Pen.  in  mid- 
Feb.  Yellow-legged  Gulls  are  now  recorded 
annually,  and  the  2 ads.  discovered  in  the  au- 
tumn season  remained  into  winter,  one 
through  Dec,  the  other  through  the  season. 
An  ad.  Slaty-backed  Gull  last  reported  in  late 
Oct  in  St.  John’s  might  have  been  the  same 
bird  discovered  14  Jan  (Brandon  Holden):  it 
remained  through  the  late  Feb,  at  which  point 
it  was  stained  with  oil  on  its  tail,  legs,  and  bel- 
ly, and  likely  did  not  survive.  Elsewhere,  an 
ad.  Thayer’s  Gull  was  photographed  on  the 
Halifax  C.B.C.  20  Dec  (Mike  King).  Little 
Gulls  are  reported  roughly  every  other  winter 
in  Nova  Scotia,  typically  in  Dec  in  company 
with  Bonaparte’s  Gulls;  a single  Little  Gull  at 
Eastern  Passage,  H.R.M.  27  Jan  was  unex- 
pected (MK).  Dovekies  and  Thick-billed 
Murres  were  very  scarce,  perhaps  due  to  lim- 
ited pack  ice  n.  and  e.  of  Newfoundland. 

The  gull  event  of  the  season  was  witnessed  by  a 
fortunate  few  birders.  In  se.  Labrador,  observers 
reported  an  influx  of  hundreds  of  Ivory  Gulls  around  14 
Feb  after  a vicious  easterly.  With  the  Straits  of  Belle  Isle 
and  approaches  completely  free  of  ice  (almost  unprece- 
dented for  the  time  of  year),  the  gulls  sought  food  along 
the  shorelines.  The  flight,  concentrated  in  se.  Labrador 
and  the  n.  half  of  Labrador's  Northern  Peninsula,  clearly 
involved  many  hundreds  of  birds.  Holden  made  the  long 
- drive  from  St.  John's  to  St.  Anthony,  and  he  estimates  he 
encountered  more  than  100  from  St.  Anthony  to  L'anse 
aux  Meadows  17-24  Feb  (photographs  posted  to  <http:// 
tinyurl.com/2c7gk7x>).  The  largest  reported  counts  from 
se.  Labrador  were  8 at  Point  Amour  23  Feb  and  12  at 
Cartwright  25  Feb  (both  BD).  Elsewhere  on  the  island  of 
Newfoundland  only  7 Ivory  Gulls  were  seen,  but  that  in- 
cluded 4 at  Ste’phenville  Crossing  26  Feb.  None  were 
recorded  elsewhere  in  the  Region. 

DOVES  THROUGH  HOUSE  SPARROW 

A White-winged  Dove  at  Pouch  Cove,  NL  25 
Deca-  furnished  the  province’s  first  winter 
record  (fide]C).  There  was  a mini-invasion  of 
Northern  Hawk  Owls  in  New  Brunswick,  with 
6 different  first-winter  birds  sighted  between 
19  Dec  and  15  Feb  (fide  BD).  An  Empidonax 
flycatcher  found  at  Hartlen  Pt.,  NS  5 Dec 
(Dennis  Garratt)  was  not  photographed  and 
could  not  be  relocated,  so  its  identity  remains 
a mystery.  Empids  are  very  rare  in  winter  in 
the  Region,  but  Western  Kingbirds  are  less  so, 
at  least  in  Nova  Scotia,  where  they  have  been 
recorded  in  four  of  the  past  14  winters;  this 
season,  singles  were  seen  in  Port  Bickerton, 


Guysboroiigh  1 Dec  (Ally  Manthorne)  and  on 
C.S.I.  1-3  Dec  (JN).  American  Crows  in 
Labrador  and  n.  Newfoundland  typically 
move  southward  in  winter,  but  this  past  sea- 
son, Dalzell  was  surprised  to  find  them  in  all 
Labrador  communities  that  he  passed 
through  in  late  Feb.  His  peak  counts  were  20 
at  Eorteau  23  Feb  and  25  at  Cartwright  25 
Feb,  although  most  communities  had  2-10. 
He  wonders  if  this  is  a recent  development. 

Tufted  Titmice  have  a toehold  in  the  ex- 
treme sw.  corner  of  New  Brunswick,  with  a 
maximum  of  4 reported  at  St.  Andrews  dur- 
ing the  winter.  Many  thousands  of  Red- 
breasted Nuthatches,  taking  advantage  of  an 
abundant  crop  of  spruce  cones,  were  estimat- 
ed in  cen.  and  n.  New  Brunswick  (BD).  A 
Carolina  Wren  heard  singing  in  Chester,  NS 
in  early  Jan  (Anne  Lambert)  was  at  the  same 
spot  where  one  spent  the  summer.  Despite  a 
scarcity  of  American  Robins  in  e.  Newfound- 
land, observers  still  managed  to  locate  a Red- 
wing in  Trepassey  13-23  Jan  (BMt,  m.ob.). 
There  were  2 Varied  Thrushes  in  Nova  Sco- 
tia: one  in  Avonport,  Hants  throughout  the 
period  (fide  Virginia  Redden),  the  other  in 
Lower  West  Pubnico,  Yarmouth  10-12  Jan 
(Ted  D’Eon  et  ah).  St.  Pierre  had  its  2nd 
record  of  Varied  Thrush  in  the  autumn,  a 
male  photographed  24  Oct  2009  (Frederic 
Olaisola).  Brown  Thrashers  are  almost  annu- 
al winter  visitors  to  feeders  in  New  Bruns- 
wick and  Nova  Scotia;  2 together  at  a feeder 
at  Pocologan,  NB  6 Jan  (MC)  was  most  un- 
usual. Bohemian  Waxwings  were  scarce  in 
the  Maritimes  and  Newfoundland,  with  large 
flocks  reported  only  from  the  Acadian  Pen.  of 
New  Brunswick.  Most  evidently  stayed  far- 
ther north.  Dalzell  was  still  seeing  flocks 
(and  their  preferred  food.  Mountain  Ash 
berries)  in  Labrador  City  in  late  Feb,  when 
normally  both  would  be  absent. 

Winter  warblers  were  hard  to  find,  though 
Nova  Scotia  eventually  tallied  10  species,  the 
most  notable  being  the  Prairie  Warbler  in 
Canso,  Guysboroiigh  late  Nov-4  Dec,  provid- 
ing the  2nd  provincial  winter  record.  Aside 
from  scattered  Yellow-rumped  Warblers,  the 
only  warhlers  that  survived  were  2 Orange- 
crowned  Warblers  in  the  Halifax  area,  both 
aided  hy  helpful  feeder  operators.  The  rarest 
of  six  warbler  species  in  New  Brunswick  was 
an  Ovenbird  on  the  Point  Lapreau  C.B.C. 
(fide  MC).  Newfoundland’s  Avalon  Pen. 
recorded  four  warbler  species  (one  individual 
of  each),  and  a Yellow-rumped  survived 
through  Feb,  a reflection  of  the  mild  winter 
there.  Nova  Scotia’s  2nd  Spotted  Towhee  car- 
ried on  from  Nov,  furnishing  the  Region’s 
first  winter  record,  and  was  last  seen  in  early 
Feb,  likely  the  victim  of  a marauding  cat. 
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Every  year,  late  in  the  autumn,  a few  imm.  Balti- 
more Orioles  arrive  in  the  Halifax,  NS  area  and  at- 
tempt to  winter.  And  every  year,  a few  feeder  owners  take 
up  the  considerable  challenge  of  helping  these  birds  sur- 
vive the  season.  Susann  Myers's  small  back  yard  contains 
a grape  vine,  apparently  an  attraction  for  wayward  ori- 
oles. Four  imms.  arrived  in  late  Nov  this  year,  and  that 
group  had  been  joined  by  5 more  by  8 Dec,  for  a total  of  3 
females  and  6 males.  The  orioles  require  shelter  from  the 
elements,  a supply  of  food  inaccessible  to  European  Star- 
lings, and  a feeding  area  secure  from  cats.  Susann  spent 
about  two  hours  a day  preparing  the  food  and  cleaning 
and  stocking  the  feeding  stations,  which  hold  varying 
combinations  of  grape  jelly,  homemade  soft  suet,  grapes 
and  other  fruit,  and  mealworms — many  mealworms. 
Each  oriole  had  a ration  of  1 5 mealworms  per  day,  more  in 
inclement  weather,  so  Susann  had  to  ensure  a supply  of 
1000  each  week.  She  maintained  four  mealworm 
colonies,  but  they  produced  only  about  150  a week,  so 
she  had  to  purchase  the  remainder.  Her  efforts  paid  off: 
all  9 orioles  survived  the  season.  During  the  previous, 
colderwinter,  9 of  13  survived. 

Clay-colored  Sparrows  have  become  more  ex- 
pected in  recent  winters,  at  least  on  the  main- 
land, but  this  season  the  species  was  also 


found  in  Newfoundland,  where  one  was  one 
spotted  intermittently  in  St.  John’s  through 
Dec,  and  another  wintered  at  a Maddox  Cove 
feeder  (fide  JC).  A Lark  Sparrow  discovered  at 
a feeder  in  Moncton,  NB  in  early  Feb  was  still 
present  two  months  later  Oanet  MacMillan), 
the  first  successful  overwintering  in  that 
province;  a Chipping  Sparrow  was  its  con- 
stant companion.  The  Grass-hopper  Sparrow 
in  Canso,  Guysborough,  NS  survived  through 
mid-Dec  (Tom  Kavanaugh).  Nova  Scotia  had  a 
winter  Indigo  Bunting  for  the  4th  winter  in  a 
row,  this  time  just  outside  Antigonish  9 Dec 
(Randy  Lauff).  A wary  meadowlark  near  the 
village  of  Miquelon  14  Dec  (RE,  Danielle 
Lebollocq)  was  not  identified  to  species.  A 
Baltimore  Oriole  x Bullock’s  Oriole  hybrid 
was  noted  on  the  Kingston  C.B.C.  22  Dec 
(fide  Wayne  Neily). 

A heavy  crop  of  spruce  cones  in  cen.  and  n. 
New  Brunswick  predictably  attracted  the  at- 
tention of  finches.  Grant  Milroy  and  Brian 
Dalzell  counted  about  250  Purple  Finches 
along  a 10-km  stretch  of  road  in  Carleton/York 
in  mid-Feb.  White-winged  Crossbills  were 
even  more  abundant  after  their  mid-winter  ar- 
rival in  the  Region,  where  they  were  particu- 


larly conspicuous  in  cen.  and  n.  New  Bruns- 
wick, n.  mainland  Nova  Scotia,  Cape  Breton  I., 
and  e.  Newfoundland.  In  New  Brunswick, 
some  fledged  young  by  mid-Feb  (BD).  It  was 
not  a “redpoll  winter,”  so  Newfoundland  bird- 
ers were  thrilled  to  find  a cooperative  Green- 
land Hoary  Redpoll  (nominate  subspecies)  at 
a feeder  in  Portugal  Cove  South  13  Jan-28  Feb 
(David  Shepherd,  m.ob.). 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face, for  Nova  Scotia  unless  otherwise  noted): 
John  Belbin,  Jared  Clarke  (Newfoundland 
and  Labrador),  Merv  Cormier,  Rosemary  Cur- 
ley, Brian  Dalzell  (New  Brunswick,  Prince 
Edward  Island,  and  Labrador),  Roger 
Etcheberry  (St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon),  Chris 
Field,  Ulli  Hbger,  Brandon  Holden,  Bruce 
Mactavish  (BMt),  Blake  Maybank  (BMy), 
Ken  McKenna,  Ian  McLaren,  Eric  Mills,  Su- 
sann Myers,  Johnny  Nickerson,  Dwaine  Oak- 
ley, David  Seeler  (DSe;  Prince  Edward  Is- 
land), Hans  Toom.  O 


Blake  Maybank,  144  Bay  view  Drive 
White's  Lake,  Nova  Scotia  B3T 1Z1 
(maybank@ns.sympatico.ca) 
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It  was  an  incredibly  mild  winter  in 
Quebec,  with  temperatures  ranging  from 
3°  C above  normal  in  the  south  to  near  7° 


C above  normal  in  the  north.  These  condi- 
tions were  apparently  related  to  a strongly 
negative  North  Atlantic  Oscillation  index,  re- 
sulting in  a persistent  onshore  breeze  in  east- 
ern Canada.  February  was  the  mildest  month 
for  several  localities.  Schefferville  and  Kuu- 
jjuaq posted  mean  monthly  temperatures 
that  were  much  higher  than  normal,  with 
anomalies  of  12.5°  and  11.7°  C,  respectively. 
For  Bagotville,  Gaspe,  Sept-iles,  and  La 
Grande,  it  was  the  warmest  February  of  the 
past  68,  42,  66,  and  34  years  on  record,  re- 
spectively. At  the  end  of  February,  only  2 per 
cent  of  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  was  covered 
with  ice,  compared  to  a norm  of  50  per  cent. 
Precipitation  was  generally  near  or  below 
normal  for  Quebec  as  a whole,  but  the  Low- 
er North  Shore  received  very  little  snow  in 
February.  Sept-lles  has  had  only  one  Febru- 
ary since  1944  with  less  snow. 

As  expected,  winter  finches  were  scarce 
this  year,  resulting  in  very  little  activity  at 
feeders.  Northern  Hawk  Owl  was  the  only 
northern  owl  to  make  a significant  incursion 
in  the  south.  The  incursion  of  a few  Ivory 
Gulls  in  February  also  caused  much 
excitement. 


WATERFOWL  THROUGH  HERONS 

Snow  Geese  still  numbered  1500  at 
Hebertville,  Lac  St-Jean  6 Dec  (SB)  and 
25,000  at  Saint-Vallier  4-5  Dec  (m.ob.).  Late 
Brants  included  singles  at  Chambly  5-14  Dec 
(SR,  JCC,  m.ob.)  and  Pointe-aux-Trembles, 
Montreal  20  Dec  (YG).  Single  Barnacle  Geese 
were  at  Chambly  1-8  Dec  (AM,  m.ob.)  and  at 
Leclercville  2 Dec  (OB).  Considering  that  2 
Barnacle  Geese  were  released  last  summer  on 
a Longueuil  golf  course,  the  provenance  of 
these  birds  is  debatable.  Single  female  Wood 
Ducks  at  Degelis  14Jan  (Marco  Beaulieu)  and 
at  Saint-Janvier  25  Dec-9  Feb  were  worthy  of 
note  (Solanges  Aubin).  A female  Green- 
winged Teal  at  Alma  28  Feb  was  surprising 
(SB,  Michel  Savard).  Single  Ring-necked 
Ducks  were  detected  at  Riviere  Magog  30 
Jan-11  Feb  (BT)  and  Saint-Hyacinthe  31 
Jan-3  Feb  (Roger  Roy).  A female  Lesser 
Scaup  represented  a rare  winter  occurence  at 
Degelis  13  Feb  (SR,  C.  Vallieres).  Always  rare 
in  midwinter,  single  King  Eiders  were  at 
Matane  1 Jan  (L.  Fradette)  and  at  Perce  13 
Feb  (AC,  YC).  Of  the  5 Harlequin  Ducks  re- 
ported inland  in  Dec,  only  a male  off  lie  des 
Soeurs,  Montreal  continued  until  at  least  10 
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One  of  the  westernmost  Ivory  Gulls  in  the  winter  2009-201 0 flight  was  this 
adult  at  Saint-Fulgence,  Quebec,  which  lingered  in  front  of  the  photographer's 
home  17-22  (here  22)  February.  Photograph  by  Germain  Savard. 


Feb  (PB),  A presumed  male  Common  Gold- 
eneye X Flooded  Merganser  hybrid  stopped  at 
Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu  6 Dec  (PB).  A few 
Willow  Ptarmigan  moved  as  far  s.  as  Sept-lles 
13  Jan-6  Feb  {fide  FG).  Up  to  5 Rock  Ptarmi- 
gan were  identified  at  Fermont  9 Jan  (BJ). 

A Pacific  Loon  was  studied  by  many  at 
Saint-Vallier  4-6  Dec  (Nathalie  Boucher,  Jean 
Bernier,  m.ob.).  Common  Loons  were  report- 
ed singly  at  Les  Escoumins  16  Jan  (RP), 
Georgeville  16  Jan  (BT),  Barachois  6 Feb 
(John  Wiseman,  Lucie  Lagueux),  and  Laval  8 
Feb  (Marc  Boisvert),  while  2 at  Riviere  Moisie 
20  Feb  provided  a first  winter  record  for  the 
Lower  North  Shore  (FG).  Four  Northern 
Gannets  at  Pointe-Platon  2 Dec  were  note- 
worthy (OB).  Single  Great  Blue  Flerons  were 
at  Sainte-Marthe-sur-le-Lac  12  Jan  QCC)  and 
at  Riviere  Magog  30  Jan  (BT).  For  the  2nd 
consecutive  year,  a Great  Egret  appeared  on 
the  Regional  winter  list,  this  time  at  Saint-Eti- 
enne-de-Beauharnois  4-6  Dec  (Patrick  Laniel, 
Yvon  Roy).  A Green  Heron  was  very  late  at 
Saint-Barthelemy  5 Dec  (Michele  Amyot). 

VULTURES  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Single  Black  Vultures  were  reported  at  Riv- 
iere-au-Renard  2 Dec  (Dave  Cotton,  Nathalie 
Tapp),  at  nearby  Gaspe  2 Dec  (DJ),  and  at 
Bonaventure  22  Jan  (ph.  Marcel  Castilloux). 
All  three  reports  were  from  the  Gaspe  Pen, 
and  may  have  involved  the  same  bird.  Six 
Red-shouldered  Hawks  were  noticed  in  Jan, 
but  only  2 made  it  through  the  end  of  the 
winter,  at  Aylmer  (RB  et  al.)  and  Quebec  City 
(Laval  Roy).  The  now  famous  Gatineau  calu- 
rus  Red-tailed  Hawk  was  reported  for  the  7th 
winter  (fide  DT).  Gyrfalcons  were  reported  in 
average  numbers;  surprisingly,  a dark  morph 
at  Val-d’Or,  13  Dec  represented  a first  winter 
record  for  Abitibi  (CS,  RL). 

A very  late  Common  Moorhen  was  found  at 
Sainte-Anne-de-Sorel  19  Dec  (Guy  Huot,  Jean 
Cadieux).  Single  American  Coots  at  Berthier- 
sur-mer  6 Dec  (Simon  Begin,  Lauraine  Plante) 
and  at  Pointe-aux-Trembles,  Montreal  19  Dec 
(YG)  were  not  too  surprising,  but  7 at  Plai- 
sance  7 Dec  (C.  Detellier  et  al.)  represented  a 
high  count.  Three  Sandhill  Cranes  lingered  at 
Dundee  until  6 Dec  (Alain  Quenneville). 
Three  Killdeer  were  still  at  Saint-Vallier  6-8 
Dec  (Francois  Shaffer,  m.ob.).  As  usual,  single 
Wilson’s  Snipe  overwintered  at  Beauport  and 
LaPocatiere,  but  one  at  Quyon  all  winter  was 
unexpected  (RL.  Dubois  et  al.). 

Flocks  of  150  Black-legged  Kittiwakes  at 
Port-Daniel  10  Jan  (AC  et  al.)  and  400  at  Cap- 
d’Espoir  23  Feb  (AC)  were  good  indicators  of 
tbe  mildness  of  the  winter.  Taking  advantage 
of  the  unusually  ice-free  St.  Lawrence,  singles 
moved  up  the  estuary  to  Les  Escoumins  20 


Feb  (OB,  SR)  and  Riviere- 
Ouelle  28  Feb  (Claude  Auchu, 

Christine  Girard).  Single  ad. 

Ivory  Gulls  brightened  Saint- 
Fulgence  17-22  Feb  (CC  et  al.) 
and  Gagnon  21  Feb  (BJ,  M. 

Croteau).  A Black-headed 
Gull  at  Havre-Aubert  19-28  Jan 
was  late  (AR).  An  ad.  Thayer’s 
Gull  was  well  described  at 
Breakeyville  2-3  Dec  (OB). 

Wintering  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gulls  were  in  above-average 
numbers:  3 ads.  at  Sainte- 
Catherine  25  Dec  (SD),  one  ad. 
at  Lachenaie-Terrebonne  15-17 
Jan  (SD,  m.ob.),  one  at  Les  Es- 
coumins 28  Jan-21  Feb  (RP),  2 
first-cycle  birds  at  Sherbrooke  10  Feb  (C.  & 
A.  Turcotte-Van  de  Rydt),  plus  an  ad.  on  23 
Feb  (Manon  Roy),  and  finally  an  ad.  accom- 
panied by  a first-cycle  bird  at  Matane  25  Feb 
(Samuel  Belleau).  The  description  of  a gull  at 
Sainte-Catherine  23  Dec  was  consistent  with 
an  ad.  Slaty-backed  Gull  (SD).  A count  of 
1511  Glaucous  Gulls  at  the  Rimouski  dump 
12  Feb  was  exceptional  (Jean  Boulva). 
Dovekies  peaked  at  1500  at  Pointe  Saint- 
Pierre  10  Jan  (DJ  et  al.).  Single  Thick-billed 
Murres  at  I’Anse-au-Griffon  8 Jan  (DJ  et  al.) 
and  at  Cap-aux-Meules  9 Jan  (Claude  Roy, 
Andre  Couture)  were  late. 

TURACO  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

An  escaped  Violet  Turaco  (Musophaga  vio- 
lacea)  frequenting  a backyard  in  Lac-Beauport 
from  Nov  through  early  Dec  was  a shocking 
sight  in  the  snow  (vt.  A.  Martin,  fide  PE. 
Sirois,  J.  Piuze).  Obviously,  this  makes  a first 
record  for  this  African  species  in  Quebec; 
Florida  has  at  least  one  record  of  an  escapee, 
from  Miami-Dade  County  in  1988.  It  seems 
almost  every,  winter,  at  least  one  Great 
Horned  Owl  is  reported  attacking  humans.  A 
particularly  aggressive  individual  attacked 
and  injured  people  on  three  consecutive 
nights  25-27  Jan  in  the  Parc  National  de  la 
Gaspesie  (N.  Mercier).  Approximately  30 
Northern  Hawk  Owls  were  reported  through- 
out the  winter,  while  only  6 Great  Gray  Owls 
were  found,  including  one  at  Sept-lles  20  Jan 
(FG  et  al).  It  was  a rather  poor  winter  for 
Short-eared  Owls,  but  a high  count  of  5 birds 
on  ile  du  Moine  15-20  Dec  was  interesting  Q- 
Lemoyne  et  al).  Only  a handful  of  Boreal 
Owls  were  reported  all  winter;  most  notable 
was  one  at  the  Mount-Royal  Cemetery  21  Jan 
(Evelyne  Samson). 

Red-bellied  Woodpeckers  were  reported  at 
I’Anse-aux-Griffon  throughout  the  winter  (H, 
Couillard,  C.  Cote),  Saint-Ignace-de-Loyola  9 


Jan  (L.  Lemoyne),  and  at  the  Morgan  Arbore- 
tum 23  Jan  (Richard  Gregson).  A lingering 
Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  was  at  Matapedia  8- 
17  Dec  (G.  Belanger).  A Carolina  Wren  was 
reported  through  at  least  20  Dec  at  Mont- 
beillard,  Abitibi  (M.  Grandbois).  A Ruby- 
crowned  Kinglet  hung  on  at  Saint-Lambert- 
de-Lauzon  13  Dec  (OB).  A Blue-gray  Gnat- 
catcher  at  Magog  6 Dec  provided  a surprising 
first  winter  record  (Andre  Schmidt).  A 
doomed  Swainson’s  Thrush  was  at  Levis  7-9 
Dec  (S.  Begin).  Three  hardy  Eastern  Blue- 
birds at  Saint- Simeon,  Gaspesie  17  Jan  made  a 
pleasant  midwinter  find  (R.  Henry).  A young 
female  Varied  Thrush  was  at  a Cantley  feeder 
26  Nov-2  Jan  (P  Vachon  et  al.).  A late  Gray 
Catbird  was  at  East  Farnham  13  Dec 
(Suzanne  Labbe).  Five  Brown  Thrashers  were 
reported  this  winter,  with  singles  at  Gatineau 
16  Jan  (RB),  Aylmer  17-27  Jan  (T.  Krayer,  A. 
Gagne),  Shefford  12  Dec  (M.  Grenier),  Anjou 
until  31  Jan  (fide  Alain  Goulet),  and  in 
Abitibi,  an  overwintering  bird  (D.  Audet). 
Another  bird  making  it  into  Dec  thanks  to  the 
mild  weather  was  an  American  Pipit  at 
Varennes  2 Dec  (Jacques  Heneault). 

Although  Orange-crowned  Warbler  may  be 
regular  in  Atlantic  Canada  in  Dec,  such  is  not 
the  case  in  Quebec;  one  was  at  Les  Escoumins 
2 Dec  (RP).  Straggling  Yellow-rumped  War- 
blers were  reported  widely  in  early  Dec, 
though  only  one  successfully  overwintered  at 
Pont-Rouge  (P.  Vaillancourt).  The  Saint- 
Joseph-de-Beauce  Yellow-throated  Warbler 
was  last  seen  16  Dec  (A.  Maheu),  while  a 
tougher  bird  was  at  Notre-Dame-de-Stan- 
bridge,  Monteregie  11  Nov-17  Jan  (fide  AM). 
Pine  Warblers  were  not  reported  until  deep 
into  the  winter,  with  birds  at  Cap  d’Espoir  30 
Jan-28  Feb  (L.  Collin,  fide  AC)  and  Valley- 
field  8 Feb  (ph.  E Perreault,  G.  John).  A Com- 
mon Yellowthroat  at  Plaisance  1-4  Dec  just 
made  the  winter  list  0-  Savard  et  al).  The  Yel- 
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low-breasted  Chat  that  took  up  residence  in 
Mont-Joli  was  last  seen  9 Dec  (B.  Sainte- 
Marie,  AM.  Clement). 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Chipping  Sparrow  was  at  Thetford  Mines  1 
Dec-17  Jan  (ph.,  M.  Levasseur  et  al).  A late 
Savannah  Sparrow  was  at  Pointe  Saint-Pierre 
2 Dec  (AC,  YC).  Two  wintering  Fox  Sparrows 
were  reported:  at  Saint-Fulgence  (GS,  CC) 
and  Charlesbourg  (Jean  Laporte).  A Lincolns 
Sparrow  at  a Lac-Megantic  feeder  provided 
only  the  4th  record  of  overwintering  in  the 
species  (C.  Poulin,  M.  Marcotte).  A Swamp 
Sparrow  showed  up  at  an  odd  date  in 
Gatineau  7 Jan  but  did  not  survive  the  night 
(DT).  A female  Oregon  Junco  was  at  Sainte- 
Rosalie  12  Jan+  (Frangois  Frappier,  ph.  Serge 
Couvrette). 

The  Sherbrooke  Summer  Tanager  was  last 
reported  22  Dec  (BT);  another  was  recorded 
9-11  Dec  at  Charlesbourg  (ph.  N.  Boisvert).  A 


female  Northern  Cardinal  was  at  Roberval  on 
Christmas  Day  (C.  Bellemare),  and  3 were  re- 
ported from  the  Gaspe  Pen.  (fide  PP).  Two 
Baltimore  Orioles  survived  in  Amqui  30 
Nov-16  Jan  (R.  Lang);  another  braved  Ri- 
mouski  5-13  Dec  (R.  Fortin).  A Brown-head- 
ed Cowbird  overwintering  at  Val  d’Or  fur- 
nished a first  winter  record  for  Abitibi  (CS, 
RL).  A very  high  count  of  up  to  150  Red 
Crossbills  came  from  Val  d’Or  over  the  course 
of  the  winter  (CS,  RL).  A White-winged 
Crossbill  was  carrying  nesting  material  in  the 
Parc  National  de  la  Gaspesie  as  early  as  7 Feb 
(Richard  Guillet).  This  species  was  rare  to  ab- 
sent outside  of  the  Gaspe  Pen.  this  winter,  as 
was  true  of  most  winter  finches,  including 
Common  Redpoll. 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Pierre  Bannon  (Montreal),  B.  Barn- 
hurst,  Alain  Beauchamp  (Beauce-Appalach- 
es).  Real  Bisson,  Sylvain  Boivin,  Jean-Claude 


Charbonneau,  Claudette  Cormier,  Albini 
Couture,  Yvette  Cyr,  Claire  Douville  (Lower 
St.  Lawrence),  Francis  Gallant,  Yves  Gauthi- 
er, Louis  Imbeau  (Abitibi),  Diane  Jalbert, 
Bernard  Jolicoeur,  Raymond  Ladurantaye, 
Andre  Messier,  Renaud  Pintiaux,  Pierre 
Poulin  (Gaspesie),  Alain  Richard  (Magdalen 
Is.),  Sebastien  Rioux,  Jean-Frangois 
Rousseau  (Quebec  City),  Claude  Roy  (Bois- 
Francs),  Germain  Savard  (Saguenay-Lac- 
Saint-Jean),  Claudia  Siano,  Daniel  Toussaint 
(Outaouais),  Benoit  Turgeon.  © 
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New  England 


If  one  were  to  characterize  the  winter  of 
2009-2010  for  the  Northeast,  a fitting 
statement  might  be  that  the  weather  mi- 
grated south  along  with  the  birds.  Indeed,  the 
weather  was  far  more  winter-like  in  the  mid- 
Atlantic  states,  leaving  New  Englanders  with 
very  little  to  complain  about.  Across  the  Re- 
gion, temperatures  averaged  higher  than  nor- 
mal, particularly  in  February  and  more  so  in 
the  northern  states  than  in  the  south.  In  fact, 
it  was  the  third  warmest  winter  on  record  for 
Maine  and  fifth  warmest  February  for  New 
Hampshire.  Precipitation  totals  were  near 


normal,  although  more  fell  as  rain  than  snow 
in  much  of  the  Region.  Less  normal  were  the 
four  major  winter  storms  that  tracked  north- 
east into  New  England  between  late  Decem- 
ber and  late  February.  The  first,  on  19-20  De- 
cember, broke  snowfall  records  in  Boston  and 
Providence  but  had  much  more  dramatic  ef- 
fects outside  the  Region.  The  same  was  true 
for  the  parade  of  storms  that  followed  essen- 
tially the  same  path  on  5-6,  10-11,  and  25-26 
February.  Only  the  latter  really  had  a signifi- 
cant impact  on  New  England,  when  strong 
winds  resulted  in  widespread  power  outages 
and  brought  seabirds  close  to  shore  in  the 
Gulf  of  Maine. 

There  were  no  irruptive  movements  of  rap- 
tors (Northern  Hawk  Owls  being  an  excep- 
tion), waxwings,  or  finches;  this  dearth  was 
not  unexpected  after  last  winter’s  plethora  of 
invading  species.  Several  established  winter 
patterns  continued,  including  geese  from 
Greenland,  December  shearwaters,  a nice  mix 
of  unusual  large  gulls,  and  multiple  Ivory 
Gulls.  Yes,  multiple  Ivory  Gulls,  and  the  2-4 
reported  from  New  England  were  just  the  tip 
of  the  iceberg.  Noteworthy  rarities  included 
Allen’s  Hummingbirds,  Sage  Thrasher,  Com- 
mon Shelduck,  and  Common  Chaffinch  in 
Massachusetts  (latter  two  awaiting  discussion 
of  provenance),  multiple  Painted  Buntings 
and  MacGillivray’s  Warblers,  and  an  apparent 
Sooty  Fox  Sparrow  in  New  Hampshire. 


Rounding  out  the  list  was  the  flock  of  Ameri- 
can White  Pelicans  that  traveled  from  Maine 
through  Connecticut  4-6  December. 

Abbreviations/locations:  Cape  Elizabeth  (in 
Cumberland,  ME);  Eirst  Encounter  (First  En- 
counter Beach,  Eastham,  Barnstable,  MA); 
Gloucester  (in  Essex,  MA);  H.B.S.P.  (Ham- 
monassett  Beach  S.P.,  New  Haven,  CT);  Little 
Compton  (in  Newport,  Rl);  Orleans  (in  Barn- 
stable, MA);  EL  (Plum  1.  and  vicinity,  Essex, 
MA);  P’town  (Provincetown,  Barnstable,  MA); 
Rockport  (Essex,  MA). 

WATERFOWL 

The  Region’s  collection  of  rare  geese  this  win- 
ter included  3 Pink-footed  Geese  that  contin- 
ued in  N.  Yarmouth,  Cumberland,  ME  through 
6 Dec  and  a Barnacle  Goose  at  South  Egre- 
mont,  Berkshire,  MA  20-28  Feb  (M.  Lynch, 
m.ob.,  ph.).  Six  Greater  White-fronted  Geese 
were  recorded  (2  in  Connecticut,  3 in  Rhode 
Island,  and  one  in  Massachusetts),  and  10 
Cackling  Geese  were  seen  (4  in  Connecticut,  3 
in  Rhode  Island,  2 in  Massachusetts,  and  one 
in  Maine).  Connecticut’s  2nd  record  of  Black 
Brant  came  from  Harkness  Memorial  S.P.,  Wa- 
terford, New  London  24-30  Jan  (N.  Bonomo). 
Numbers  of  Tundra  Swans  were  somewhat 
higher  than  usual,  including  11  in  Connecti- 
cut, 14  in  Rhode  Island,  3 in  Massachusetts, 
and  2 in  Maine.  Much  more  intriguing  was  an 


228 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


NEW  ENGLAND 


If  accepted  by  the  state's  bird  records  committee,  this  Thayer's  Gull  at  the  landfill  in  Augusta, 

Maine  21  January  201 0 would  furnish  a first  state  record.  Photograph  by  Derek  Lovitch. 


unidentified  swan  seen  flying  northward  along 
the  w.  shore  of  a frozen  L.  Sunapee,  Sullivan, 
NH  17  Feb  (K.  Sargent,  ph.).  Mute  Swans  don’t 
occur  in  this  part  of  the  Granite  State,  and  giv- 
en increasing  numbers  of  wintering  Tundras  in 
the  Region,  the  latter  species  may  actually  be 
slightly  more  likely. 

One  of  the  standout  birds  for  the  season 
was  a hatch-year  Common  Shelduck  in  Na- 
hant,  Essex,  MA  6-7  Dec  0-  Malone,  ph., 
m.ob.).  Although  questions  of  provenance 
will  certainly  apply  to  this  record,  it  showed 
no  signs  of  past  captivity  and  comes  on  the 
heels  of  a hatch-year  bird  in  Newfoundland  in 
late  Nov.  Given  increasing  populations  in  w. 
Europe,  it  is  increasingly  likely  that  such  late 
fall  and  early  winter  records  in  eastern  N. 
America  are  vagrants  rather  than  escapees. 
Eastern  Massachusetts  again  hosted  double- 
digit numbers  of  Northern  Shovelers  in  Dec, 
with  30  in  Lynn  and  15  at  Rl.  8 Dec.  After  this 
point,  most  records  were  of  single  birds,  with 
the  exception  of  7 at  Fall  River,  Bristol  28  Jan 
(MJI).  Elsewhere  in  the  Region,  one  was  in 
Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Island  and  Maine 
hosted  2 each.  Tufted  Ducks  were  back  in 
force,  starting  with  a lingering  bird  in  Sabat- 
tus,  Androscoggin,  ME  through  1 Dec  (fide 
WT).  Another  appeared  in  E.  Providence,  Rl 
3 Dec  and  remained  through  20  Jan,  also 
spending  part  of  its  time  in  neighboring 
Seekonk,  Bristol,  MA  3-7  Dec.  Given  the  loca- 
tion, it  is  likely  that  this  was  the  same  bird 
that  frequented  the  E.  Providence  Res.  in  the 
winter  of  2008-2009.  Another  Tufted  Duck 
along  the  Sudbury  R.  in  Wayland,  Middlesex, 
MA  3-28  Feb+  (].  Hines,  m.ob.)  was  likely  a 
returning  bird  also,  while  one  more  appeared 
in  "Waltham,  Middlesex,  MA  19  Feb  (M.  Mas- 
tropasqua,  ph.).  As  usual,  all  were  males.  Har- 
lequin Duck  maxima  at  traditional  winter 


concentrations  includ- 
ed 49  at  Ogunquit 
(York,  ME),  118  at 
Rockport  (P.  & F Vale), 
31  at  Scituate  (Ply- 
mouth, MA),  38  on 
Martha’s  Vineyard,  and 
63  at  Sachuest  Point 
N.W.R.,  Newport,  Rl. 
Another  male  frequent- 
ed the  Farmington  R.  in 
Farmington,  Hartford, 
CT  2 Jan-Feb,  provid- 
ing the  Nutmeg  State 
with  its  4th  inland 
record.  Also  in  Con- 
necticut, Common  Ei- 
der numbers  continued 
to  increase  in  e.  Long 
Island  Sound,  with  high 
counts  off  Stonington  (New  London)  of  100 
on  15  Dec  and  200  on  8 Jan.  At  the  other  end 
of  the  sound,  a boat  survey  off  Norwalk  1., 
Fairfield,  CT  yielded  4200  White-winged 
Scoters  and  1000  Long-tailed  Ducks  1 Jan  (L. 
Flynn).  The  day  before,  sea  duck  tallies  in 
Nantucket  Sound  included  18,000  Surf,  7000 
White-winged,  and  1000  Black  Scoters  (G. 
d’Entremont),  but  there  were  no  Long-tailed 
Ducks  noted  in  this  traditional  wintering  lo- 
cation. In  Maine,  a male  Common 
Goldeneye  x Hooded  Merganser  hy- 
brid returned  to  Southwest  Harbor, 
Washington  for  a 4th  winter  (C.  Kessel- 
heim),  and  up  to  100  Ruddy  Ducks 
frequented  Searsport,  Waldo  off  and  on 
throughout  the  season. 

LOONS  THROUGH  CRANES 

There  were  several  reports  of  Pacific 
Loons  this  winter.  Maine  may  have 
had  as  many  as  3:  St.  George  19  Dec 
(Thomaston-Rockland  C.B.C.),  Cape 
Elizabeth  13  Feb  (R.  Dawson),  and 
Hermit  L,  Sagadahoc  26  Feb  (M.  Fa- 
hay).  Up  to  2 were  at  P’town  on  vari- 
ous dates  17  Jan-28  Feb  (BN,  m.ob., 
ph.),  while  a single  was  at  Rockport  24 
Feb  (RH).  The  Regional  hot  spot 
seems  to  have  been  Block  1.,  where  2-5  birds 
were  reported  3-15  Dec  (T.  Magarian,  m.ob.); 
after  a long  hiatus,  a single  bird  was  reported 
there  on  5 & 21  Feb  (P  Capobianco).  While 
this  species  certainly  appears  annually  in  the 
Region,  it  remains  a review  species  in  all  six 
states,  and  5 in  one  spot  is  unprecedented  in 
the  East,  at  least  n.  of  s.  North  Carolina.  One 
of  the  higher  non-C.B.C.  loon  counts  for  the 
season  was  a total  of  74  Common  Loons  mi- 
grating southward  along  L.  Champlain  at 
Charlotte,  Addison,  VT  6 Dec  (TM).  The  only 


higher  tally  was  of  162  along  the  New  Hamp- 
shire coast  28  Feb  (SM),  when  birds  were  pre- 
sumably concentrated  near  the  shore  after  the 
storm.  A pond  survey  on  Cape  Cod  5-6  Dec 
turned  up  a remarkable  46  Pied-billed 
Grebes,  while  the  most  noteworthy  aspect  of 
2 Pied-billeds  in  Nashua,  Hillsborough,  NH  12 
Dec  was  that  one  was  calling  (C.  Sheridan). 
An  Eared  Grebe  at  Marston’s  Mills,  Barnstable, 
MA  2-5  Jan  (M.  Keleher,  m.ob.,  ph.)  was 
noteworthy  for  being  on  fresh  water;  another 
was  a one-day  wonder  12  Feb  at  Bridgeport, 
Faiifield,  CT  (K.  Elkins,  m.ob.). 

Although  shearwater  numbers  were  down 
from  last  winter,  all  four  “expected”  procel- 
lariids  were  reported  in  Dec.  A seawatch  at  P’- 
town 5 Dec  tallied  32  Greater  and  5 Manx 
Shearwaters  (BN),  while  a single  Sooty  Shear- 
water was  seen  the  next  day  farther  s.  on  the 
Cape  at  First  Encounter  (BN).  A few  days  lat- 
er, Rick  Heil  had  a shearwater  trifecta  at 
Rockport  9 Dec,  with  21  Greaters,  a Sooty, 
and  a Manx.  Far  outnumbering  the  shearwa- 
ters at  Rockport  were  816  Northern  Fulmars, 
including  89  dark  morphs.  A pelagic  out  of 
Galilee,  Rl  13  Dec  tallied  12  Northern  Ful- 
mars and  a Manx  Shearwater  (Paul  LEtoile, 
m.ob.).  Not  to  be  outdone,  a New  Hampshire 
pelagic  to  Jeffries  Ledge  tallied  23  fulmars  13 
Dec,  and  a repeat  trip  15  Jan  found  6 (EM, 


m.ob.).  The  species  even  made  a rare  foray 
into  Connecticut  waters:  one  followed  a fish- 
ing boat  into  Stonington  Harbor  6 Dec  (P 
Rusch).  Seventy-two  fulmars  were  pushed 
close  to  shore  at  Rockport  24  Feb  (RH). 

Observers  also  reported  remarkable  num- 
bers of  Northern  Gannets.  On  3 Dec,  Maine 
seawatchers  had  200  at  Cape  Elizabeth  and 
125  at  Ogunquit.  Rockport  won  the  prize  with 
2510  gannets  9 Dec,  although  the  peak  count 
in  late  winter  was  45  during  the  nor’easter  24 
Feb  (RH).  There  were  900  at  P’town  5 Dec, 


This  adult  Ivory  Gull  at  Provincetown,  Massachusetts  14-17  (here  16) 
January  2010  was  one  of  at  least  four  adults  found  in  New  England  in 
winter,  with  sightings  from  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  and  Rhode  Is- 
land as  well  as  two  in  Massachusetts,  though  some  birds  visited  multi- 
ple states.  Photograph  by  Peter  Trimble. 
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; Wayward  American  White  Pelicans  trekked  across  the  Region  again  this  winter,  but 
, L-  / ' this  year  the  wonders  of  the  Internet  and  cell  phones  allowed  for  an  amazing,  nearly 
play-by-play  account  of  a group's  movement  through  five  of  the  six  states. 

The  story  began  the  morning  of  4 Dec,  when  a flock  of  "6-7"  was  seen  off  Spruce  Head, 

Knox,  ME  but  departed  about  three  hours  later  at  high  tide  (by  1 1 :4S).  On  the  same  date,  but 
at  an  unknown  time,  2 were  reported  from  Chebeague  L,  Cumberland.  The  latter  location  is 
roughly  80  km  s.  of  the  former,  so  given  subsequent  events,  it  is  tempting  to  assume  the  birds 
there  were  part  of  the  Spruce  Head  group  moving  south. 

The  story  continued  the  next  day,  when  8 American  White  Pelicans  were  seen  flying 
southwestward  over  E.  Providence,  Rl  (T.  Auer).  If  we  presume  these  are  the  birds  from  Maine, 
they  seem  to  have  managed  to  sneak  through  both  New  Hampshire's  admittedly  limited 
coastal  airspace  but  also  the  formidable  array  of  optics  brought  to  bear  in  Massachusetts.  Their  trajectory  may  actually  have 
carried  them  over  Plum  Island,  Cape  Ann,  and  Boston — arguably  three  of  the  most  heavily  birded  sites  in  the  Region! 

Primed  by  these  reports,  Connecticut  birder  Nick  Bonomo  stationed  himself  at  H.B.S.P.  first  thing  in  the  morning  6 Dec  and  was 
eventually  rewarded  by  the  flock  passing  over  at  13:30.  Subsequent  cell  phone  communication  alerted  birders  farther  down  the 
coast,  and  they  had  the  flock  over  New  Haven  at  14:30  and  Stratford,  Fairfield  at  15:10.  Based  on  this  string  of  observations,  the  birds 
were  calculated  to  be  moving  at  29  km/hr  (18  mi/hr).  Intriguingly,  2 additional  birds  were  seen  flying  southwestward  at  Branford, 
New  Haven,  CT  at  07:00  the  same  day  (J.  Goggin).  Given  that  this  location  is  west  of  the  H.B.S.P.  sighting  and  these  birds  passed  much 
earlier  in  the  day,  they  must  have  been  different  birds.  But  where  did  they  come  from?  Could  they  have  been  the  pair  from  Maine? 

Events  farther  south  may  shed  further  light.  A flock  of  1 1 American  White  Pelicans  was  observed  flying  northward  over  As- 
bury  Park,  Monmouth,  NJ  29  Nov,  and,  depending  on  how  far  these  birds  went,  they  (or  at  least  some  of  them)  could  have 
moved  toward  the  Maine  coast  during  strong  westerly  winds  3 Dec.  Could  the  disparate  sightings  of  2 pelicans  in  Maine  and 
Connecticut  have  been  a splinter  group  of  this  New  Jersey  flock?  Finally,  7 pelicans  were  in  s.  New  jersey  at  Forsythe  N.W.R.  10 
Dec,  and  it  seems  likely  that  these  were  the  same  birds  tracked  through  New  England  4-6  Dec. 


New  England's  most  recent  American  White  Pelican  saga  began  4 December  2009,  when  these 
seven  birds  passed  Spruce  Head,  Maine.  Photograph  by  Glenn  Wiley. 


On  6 December  2009,  Nick  Bonomo  photographed  the  same 
flock  of  seven  American  White  Pelicans  over  Hammonassett 
Beach  State  Park,  Connecticut.  Between  this  site  and  Spruce 
Head,  Maine,  the  birds  were  seen  over  Rhode  Island  5 Decem- 
ber. Photograph  by  Nick  Bonomo. 


5949  on  the  Truro  C.B.C.  29  Dec,  and  a late 
winter  high  of  520  at  Truro  28  Feb  (BN).  The 
Rhode  Island  pelagic  to  Cox’s  Ledge  found 
430  on  13  Feb,  while  the  Block  Island  C.B.C, 
tallied  582  the  next  day.  There  were  regular  re- 
ports of  one  or  2 gannets  all  the  way  down 
Long  Island  Sound  to  Stratford,  CT. 

A Great  Blue  Heron  was  a big  surprise  in 
extreme  n.  New  Hampshire  on  the  Pittsburg 
C.B.C.  15  Dec  (R.  Quinn,  m.ob.).  "Wbile  Great 
Egrets  regularly  linger  into  Dec  in  s.  New 
England,  one  at  Norwalk,  Fairfield,  CT  14 
Eeb  was  a little  less  expected  (N.  Hernandez). 


One  of  a handful  of  Sandhill  Cranes  observed  New  England 
in  winter  2009-2010,  this  individual  was  photographed  in 
Little  Compton,  Rhode  Island  19  December.  Photograph  by 
Carlos  Pedro. 


The  Nutmeg  State  also  had  a Cattle  Egret 
linger  at  H.B.S.P.  4 Dec  (J.  Link)  and  a Glossy 
Ibis  at  Greenwich,  Fairfield  on  the  extremely 
unusual  date  of  26  Jan  (T.  Johansson,  ph.). 
Equally  out  of  range  and  season  was  an  ap- 
parent Wood  Stork  at  Cotuit,  Banistable,  MA 
20  Jan  (S.  Goodwin). 

Black  Vulture  maxima  included  27  in  Con- 
necticut, 15  in  Rhode  Island,  and  32  in  w. 
Massachusetts.  More  noteworthy  were  3 sin- 
gles in  New  Hampshire:  in  East  Kingston, 
Rockingham  13-14  Dec  (D.  Einch,  m.ob.),  in 
Nashua,  Hillsborough  18  Dec  (M.  Medeiros), 
and  in  Portsmouth  17-20  Eeb  (J.  Anusz- 
kiewiez,  m.ob,  ph.).  Late  Dec  Ospreys  includ- 
ed one  on  the  New  Haven  C.B.C.  20  Dec  and 
one  at  New  Braintree,  MA  27  Dec  (C.  Ellison). 
Far  less  expected  was  one  along  the 
Housatonic  R.  in  Derby,  New  Haven,  CT  1 1-12 
Feb  (K.  Elkins,  B.  Banks).  Finally,  single  Os- 
preys were  at  Newburyport,  MA  (R  MacFar- 
land)  and  Cape  Elizabeth,  ME  (EH)  28  Feb, 
probably  early  migrants.  Although  undocu- 
mented winter  reports  of  Broad-winged 
Hawks  in  the  Region  are  suspect,  one  found 
injured  and  taken  to  a rehabilitator  in  Belcher- 
town,  Worcester,  MA  12  Dec  was  confirmed. 
Are  Merlins  starting  to  outnumber  American 
Kestrels  as  a wintering  bird  in  New  England? 
As  the  Region’s  breeding  populations  of  the 
two  small  falcons  rise  and  plummet,  respec- 
tively, it  makes  a some  sense  that  these  trends 
might  be  reflected  in  the  nonbreeding  season. 


Regionally,  87  Merlins  and  64  kestrels  were  re- 
ported to  eBird  for  the  season,  while  a similar 
overview  of  Jan/Feb  records  in  Massachusetts 
alone  came  up  with  27  and  19  (Bird  Observer). 
Granted,  Merlins  are  still  something  of  a 
“bonus  bird”  and  thus  more  likely  to  be  re- 
ported, but  given  the  breeding  trends,  this  flip 
in  relative  abundance  may  very  well  be  real. 
We  encourage  observers  to  report  all  sightings 
of  both  species  to  eBird  in  future  winters. 

For  the  3rd  winter  of  the  last  four,  Yellow 
Rail  was  reported  from  the  Nantucket  C.B.C., 
a single  bird  1 Jan  (R.  Veit).  Virginia  Rails  are 
not  unexpected  in  s.  New  England  in  winter, 
but  they  are  usually  assumed  to  be  simply 
birds  lingering  from  the  breeding  season.  Not 
so  a bird  that  spent  16-24  Dec  flying  around  a 


This  male  Summer  Tanager  visited  an  Orleans,  Massachu- 
setts feeder  through  at  least  10  January  2010  (here).  Pho- 
tograph by  Marshall].  Iliff. 
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Several  Painted  Buntings  were  seen  in  winter  2009-2010  in  New  England, 
including  this  one  in  South  Kingstown,  Rhode  island  12  December. 
Photograph  by  Dan  Finzia. 


Lowe’s  store  in  Warwick,  Kent,  RI.  The  rail  ap- 
parently arrived  in  a shipment  of  wrapped 
greens  that  left  Miami,  FL  11  Dec.  Once  cap- 
tured and  nursed  back  to  health,  it  was  trans- 
ported back  to  Florida  with  some  Ocean  State 
“snow  birds,”  and  after  follow-up  care  with  a 
Florida  rehabilitator,  it  was  released  in  early 
Jan.  Another  Virginia  Rail  on  the  Portland 
C.B.C.  19  Dec  probably  should  have  taken  ad- 
vantage of  the  same  migration  opportunity. 
There  was  quite  a movement  of  Sandhill 
Cranes  in  early  Dec.  Four,  presumably  from 
the  local  breeding  population,  were  over 
Smithfield,  Somerset,  ME  4 Dec  (fide  K. 
Lindquist).  Three  were  over  Wilmington,  Mid- 
dlesex, MA  2 Dec,  and  as  many  as  10  passed 
through  Connecticut  3-13  Dec.  A single  bird 
was  in  Little  Compton,  RI  19-21  Dec.  Latest 
was  a crane  in  Durham,  Middlesex,  CT  18-21 
Jan,  although  it  was  later  revealed  that  it  had 
been  present  for  “about  a month.”  One  won- 
ders if  this  was  the  Rhode  Island  bird  that  had 
shifted  its  wintering  site  one  state  westward? 

PLOVERS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

A Semipalmated  Plover  was  at  Orleans  30 
Dec-16  Jan  QT.  m.ob.,  ph.).  Also  in  Orleans, 
a Western  Willet  was  reported  28  Dec  and  19 
Jan  0-  Kenneally),  while  another  was  discov- 
ered at  Bridgeport,  CT  2 Jan  (GH)  and  stayed 
through  the  season.  Also  in  Connecticut,  a 
Spotted  Sandpiper  lingered  in  Westport,  Fair- 
field  from  the  fall  through  25  Dec  (E. 
Raynor).  Six  Red  Phalaropes  made  a rare  find 


from  shore  at  First  Encounter  6 
Dec  (BN). 

An  ad.  Mew  Gull  spent  most  of 
the  winter  in  Gloucester  (m.ob., 
ph.),  and  one  at  Swampscott,  Essex, 
MA  8 Dec  (T.  Factor  et  al,  ph.)  was 
apparently  the  same  individual, 
based  on  comparison  of  excellent 
photographs.  The  subspecies  in- 
volved remains  unclear,  but  white 
subterminal  marks  in  the  primaries 
and  others  features  suggest  possibly 
Asian  heinei  or  hamtschatschensis. 
The  always  enigmatic  Thayer’s  Gull 
was  reported  from  four  of  the  six 
states.  A bird  at  the  Hatch  Hill 
Landfill,  Augusta,  Kennebic,  ME  21-28  Jan 
(DL,  m.ob,  ph.)  would  represent  a first  record 
for  the  Pine  Tree  State.  Another  purported 
Thayer’s  was  in  Rochester,  Strafford,  NH  2 Dec 
(BG,  LK,  ph.),  while  Gloucester  hosted  2 ir- 
regularly throughout  the  winter  (m.ob.).  The 
“landfill  of  the  season”  was  a composting  fa- 
cility in  Burlington,  where  2 Thayer’s  (first- 
and  third-cycle  birds)  were  re- 
ported 18  & 26  Dec  (TM,  ph.). 

While  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gulls  have  become  standard 
fare  over  much  of  s.  and  coastal 
New  England,  they  remain  rare 
in  Vermont,  even  on  the  “in- 
land sea”  that  is  L.  Champlain. 

An  ad.  at  the  Burlington  facili- 
ty 11-14  Dec  (A.  Strong,  m.ob., 
ph.)  represented  only  the  8th 
record  for  the  Green  Mountain 
State.  The  site  also  hosted  a 
state  record  14  Iceland  Gulls 
25  Dec  (TM,  B.  Pfeiffer).  At  the 
opposite  corner  of  the  Region, 
the  high  count  of  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls  for  Nantucket 
was  190  on  the  C.B.C.  1 Jan.  Two  different 
Herring  Gull  x Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  hy- 
brids were  at  P’town:  a banded  second-cycle 
bird  on  13  Dec  and  an  ad.  on  31  Jan  (both  BN, 
ph.).  The  banded  youngster  was  hatched  in 
2008  by  the  mixed  pair  of  gulls  that  have  bred 
on  Maine’s  Isles  of  Shoals  since  2007.  It  was 
re-sighted  24  Feb  well  to  the  s.  in  Cocoa,  Bre- 


vard, FL  (M.  Harris),  not  too  far  s.  of  where  its 
Lesser  Black-backed  parent  has  spent  the  pre- 
vious two  winters.  And  yes,  there  were  Slaty- 
backed  Gulls.  The  first  was  a second-cycle 
bird  at  Rochester,  NH  7 Jan  (BG,  LK  et  al., 
ph.),  the  other  an  ad.  at  Gloucester  25-28  Jan 
(MJI,  m.ob.,  ph.).  High  counts  of  Black-legged 
Kittiwakes  came  from  the  same  seawatches 
that  had  all  the  fulmars  and  gannets,  including 
470  at  P’town  5 Dec,  a remarkable  2400  at 
Rockport  9 Dec,  and  740  at  Rockport  24  Feb. 
Some  207  were  counted  on  the  Cox’s  Ledge 
pelagic  out  of  Rhode  Island  13  Dec.  High 
counts  for  Pomarine  Jaeger  were  21  (plus  10 
unidentified  jaegers)  at  First  Encounter  6 Dec 
(BN)  and  55  at  Rockport  9 Dec  (RH).  The  lat- 
est reported  were  2 from  Rockport  19  Dec 
(RH),  while  the  only  Pomarine  outside  of 
Massachusetts  was  off  Cape  Elizabeth,  ME  3 
Dec  (N.  Lund). 

Although  most  Dovekie  records  this  season 
were  of  single  birds,  a respectable  29  were 
counted  from  Rockport  9 Dec,  and  the  Jeffries 
Ledge  pelagics  on  13  Dec  and  13  Feb  tallied  6 


and  8,  respectively  (EM,  SM).  A wrecked  in- 
dividual was  found  by  a dog  roughly  10  km 
inland  at  New  Canaan,  Faiifield,  CT  (date  un- 
known; M.  Sampson).  As  recently  as  2005,  a 
count  of  43  Common  Murres  was  deemed 
“impressive”  in  this  summary,  but  in  recent 
years,  the  species  has  increased  to  the  extent 
that  it  regularly  outnumbers  Thick-billed. 
This  season’s  maxima  of  108  and  156  came 
from  Rockport  9 Dec  and  24  Feb,  and  12  on 
Jeffries  Ledge  13  Feb  may  represent  a new 
high  count  for  New  Hampshire  (EM,  SM). 
While  tallies  of  over  1000  Razorbills/large  al- 
cids  are  relatively  frequent  from  P’town,  these 
were  easily  eclipsed  by  over  1 1 ,000  streaming 
out  of  Cape  Cod  Bay,  despite  calm  conditions, 
on  28  Dec  (BN).  Farther  n.,  counts  of  up  to 
80  Black  Guillemots  were  reported  from  the 
ferry  to  Vinalhaven,  Knox.  ME  (v.ob.). 


r A Late  winter  saw  an  influx  of  ad.  Ivorjr  Gulls,  starting  with  a well-described  bird  at  Hampton,  Rockingham,  NH  1 1 Jan 
Crowley).  It  is  tempting  to  speculate  that  the  bird  at  P'town  14-17  Jan  (I.  Ace,  E.  Yargeaum,  m.ob.,  ph.)  was  the  same 
individual,  given  that  the  locations  are  only  100  km  apart,  but  in  the  context  of  the  enormous  flight  to  the  n.  of  the  Region, 
multiple  birds  seem  perfectly  plausible.  The  saga  continued  23  Jan,  when  an  Ivory  Gull  appeared  at  Westport,  Bristol,  MA  (D. 
Zimberlin)  and  adjacent  Little  Compton,  RI  (ph.  G.  Dennis).  On  26-27  Jan,  this  bird  was  15  km  w.  in  Middletown,  County,  RI  (M. 
Grimes).  Another  Ivory  Gull  frequented  the  n.  end  of  L Champlain,  where  it  split  its  time  between  New  York  and  Alburgh, 
Grand  isle,  VT 1 9 Feb-1  Mar  (P.  Jones,  m.ob.,  ph.).  This  makes  the  3rd  winter  in  a row  that  Ivory  Gull  has  been  recorded  in  New 
England,  and  records  are  on  the  increase  throughout  the  Northeast.  Particularly  noteworthy  is  the  recent  predominance  of 
ads.,  rather  than  imms.  These  trends  are  in  all  likelihood  a reflection  that  all  is  not  well  in  this  gull's  normal  Arctic  haunts. 


Longest  staying  of  the  Painted  Buntings  in  New  England  this  season  was  this 
male  that  wintered  at  a feeder  in  Blue  Hill,  Maine  (here  13  December  2009). 
Photograph  by  Chip  Moseley. 
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A Common  Chaffinch  that  appeared  1 December  2009  at  a feeder  in  Waltham, 
Massachusetts  was  captured  1 5 February  201 0 for  banding.  In  an  attempt  to 
determine  the  bird's  provenance,  feather  and  blood  samples  will  also  be  ana- 
lyzed. Photograph  by  Jason  Forbes. 


DOVES  THROUGH  TITMICE 

Vermont’s  first  Eurasian  Collared-Dove  lin- 
gered from  the  fall  through  at  least  7 Dec  in 
Norwich,  Windsor  (P.  Gills).  Later  in  the  sea- 
son, a White-winged  Dove  was  in  Plymouth, 
MA  20  Dec  (C.  Goldthwaite),  while  another 
stayed  considerably  longer  at  Sturbridge, 
Worcester.  MA  14  Dec-21  Jan  (I.  Lynch, 
m.ob.,  ph.).  In  stark  contrast  to  last  winter, 
Snowy  Owls  were  quite  scarce.  As  usual,  most 
were  in  Massachusetts,  with  up  to  3 in  the  PL 
area  and  3 in  greater  Boston,  plus  singles  in 
Plymouth  and  the  Connecticut  R.  valley.  A 
bird  occasionally  seen  in  coastal  New  Hamp- 
shire was  likely  one  of  the  PL  birds,  while  3- 
4 were  reported  from  Maine.  To  the  south,  a 
single  bird  was  in  coastal  Connecticut  in  mid- 
season. Maine  and  Vermont  hosted  multiple 
Northern  Hawk  Owls.  The  first  to  appear  was 
one  in  Monticello,  Aroosiook,  ME  20  Dec  (S. 
Hardy,  ph.),  although  it  was  not  found  there- 
after. It  very  well  may  have  moved  20  km  n. 
to  Blaine,  where  one  was  present  24  Dec-i-  (K. 
Lamb,  m.ob.).  Clearly  a different  bird  was  an- 
other seen  30  km  nw.  in  Chapman  27  Dec 
(fide  BS),  and  there  were  unconfirmed  reports 
from  Brunswick,  Cumberland  28  Jan  and  near- 
by Woolwich,  Sagadahoc  19  Feb  (fide  Maine 
RBA).  To  the  w.,  2 hawk  owls  appeared  in  n. 
Vermont  17  Jan.  The  one  in  Ferdinand,  Essex 
stayed  through  at  the  end  of  the  season,  while 
one  in  N.  Derby,  Orleans  was  last  reported  13 
Feb  (both  C.  Provost,  m.ob.). 


Remarkably,  2 female  Allen’s 
Hummingbirds  lingered  on  Cape 
Cod  from  the  fall:  one  at  Scituate 
was  last  reported  29  Dec,  and  the 
other  at  Harwichport  lingered 
through  10  Jan,  at  which  point  it 
was  captured  and  taken  to  a reha- 
bilitator,  where  it  died  19  Jan 
(*MCZ).  Massachusetts  and  Con- 
necticut each  hosted  3 Red-head- 
ed Woodpeckers,  while  the 
northerly  incursion  of  Red-bel- 
lieds  from  2008-2009  has  appar- 
ently pulled  back,  as  none  were 
reported  from  unusual  locations 
in  the  n.  three  states  this  winter. 
Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers  remain 
more  common  than  historically,  at 
least  in  s.  New  England. 

While  Dec  Eastern  Phoebes  are 
now  unremarkable  in  s.  New  Eng- 
land, this  season  5 were  discov- 
ered well  into  the  winter.  Remark- 
ably, the  2 in  Connecticut  were 
both  inland:  one  in  New  Hartford, 
Litchfield  24-26  Jan,  the  other  in 
Canterbury,  Windham  26  Jan. 
Other  Massachusetts  phoebes 
were  in  Plymouth,  MA  27  Jan,  on  Martha’s 
Vineyard  9 Feb,  and  in  Westport,  MA  6 Jan-14 
Feb  (S.  Moss,  ph.).  The  only  vireos  reported 
were  both  in  Massachusetts  on  13  Dec:  a 
White-eyed  in  S.  Dartmouth,  Bristol  (E. 
Nielsen)  and  a Blue-headed  in  Cambridge, 
Middlesex  (N.  YusufO. 

In  contrast  to  tallies  of  up  to  175  Fish  Crows 
on  w.  Cape  Cod  in  mid-Dec  were  the  Region’s 
northernmost  birds:  singles  in  Burlington  20 
Dec-9  Jan  (TM)  and  Yarmouth,  ME  5 Jan  (S. 
Walsh),  the  latter  a first  winter  record  for 
Maine.  The  Region’s  large  hocks  of  Horned 
Larks  were  mostly  in  the  Connecticut  Valley  of 
Massachusetts,  where  the  high  count  of  325 
came  from  Northampton  6 Dec.  Numbers  lat- 
er in  the  winter  peaked  at  100-150  in  this  area. 
Most  unexpected  was  a Sedge  Wren  on  Mon- 
hegan  L.  Lincoln.  ME  5 Jan  (P.  Vickery  et  al.). 

THRUSHES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

There  was  an  eclectic  mix  of  thrushes  in  Mas- 
sachusetts this  season.  The  first  was  a rare 
winter  Swainson’s  Thrush  in  Florence, 
Hatnpshire  14  Dec  (B.  Higgins,  ph.).  Second  in 
order  of  appearance  was  a Varied  Thrush,  the 
only  one  for  the  Region,  that  flew  into  a win- 
dow and  died  in  Wellfleet  1 Jan.  Staying 
longest  was  a Townsend’s  Solitaire  in 
Yarmouthport,  Banistable  12  Jan-4  Feb  (P 
Bono,  m.ob.,  ph.).  In  contrast  to  the  winter  of 
2008-2009,  American  Robins  were  not  as  dra- 
matically concentrated  in  e.  New  England, 


nor  in  mid-Dec.  The  highest  counts  actually 
came  from  the  first  half  of  Jan,  including  a re- 
markable roost  of  57,000  at  a marsh  in  Barn- 
stable. MA  9 Jan  QT).  Overall,  counts  over 
400  (not  including  C.B.C.s)  were  from  Con- 
necticut, Massachusetts,  and  s.  New  Hamp- 
shire and  were  spread  fairly  evenly  through- 
out the  season  (eBird  data).  A Sage  Thrasher 
in  Salisbury  4-20  Jan  (B.  Parker,  ph.,  m.ob.) 
furnished  only  the  2nd  record  for  Massachu- 
setts and  2nd  winter  record  ever  for  the  Re- 
gion. This  bird  was  relocated  in  Mar,  so  pre- 
sumably it  wintered  successfully. 

After  the  invasion  of  2008-2009,  Bohemian 
Waxwings  were  not  expected  to  move  south- 
ward in  force  this  season,  although  the  pat- 
tern over  the  past  decade  has  often  been  one 
of  smaller  “shadow  irruptions”  in  the  off- 
years.  Such  was  the  case  this  time  around, 
with  the  invasion  almost  completely  limited 
to  the  n.  portions  of  the  n.  three  states.  Birds 
began  to  arrive  in  small  numbers  by  mid-Dec, 
gradually  built  up  in  Jan,  and  peaked  in  late 
Feb  before  tapering  rapidly  to  zero.  Even  at 
peak,  most  counts  were  of  fewer  than  100 
birds  per  site.  The  only  individual  to  venture 
s.  of  n.  New  England  was  at  PI.  5 Jan  (T.  Wet- 
more).  Cedar  Waxwings  were  not  much  more 
abundant,  and  again  the  higher  counts  tend- 
ed to  be  towards  the  north. 

Orange-crowned  Warblers  seemed  more 
common  than  usual  this  winter.  Between  re- 
ports to  eBird,  Rare  Bird  Alerts,  and  subre- 
gional compilers,  I estimate  3-4  in  Maine,  2 in 
New  Hampshire,  at  least  10  in  Massachusetts, 
7 in  Rhode  Island,  and  4 in  Connecticut.  Most 
were  noted  in  Dec,  although  a very  bright  in- 
dividual, possibly  of  one  of  the  w.  subspecies, 
spent  mid-Jan-Feb  at  a feeder  in  New  Lon- 
don, Merrimack,  NH  (J.  Prew,  ph.).  Late  war- 
blers included  Northern  Parulas  in  Litchfield, 
CT  6 Dec  (R.  Belding)  and  Bridgewater,  MA 
29  Dec  (E.  Giles);  Yellow  Warblers  in  Boston 
and  Cape  Cod  1 (RS)  & 5 Dec  0-  Kenneally), 
respectively,  and  another  in  Kingston,  RI  2 
Dec  (D.  Finizia);  a Black- throated  Blue  War- 
bler in  Malden,  MA  13-16  Dec  (K.  Marshall); 
a Black-throated  Green  Warbler  at  H.B.S.P.  14 
Dec  (GH);  a Blackpoll  Warbler  at  Rockport  3 
Dec  0-  Offerman);  and  an  American  Redstart 
in  Concord,  NH  7 Dec  0-  Broyles).  Maine 
hosted  a Yellow-throated  Warbler  at  Fal- 
mouth, Cumberland  all  season  (m.ob.,  ph.) 
and  another  at  Cape  Neddick,  York  14-15  Dec 
(B.  Marvil).  Lingering  from  Nov  were  the  Bay 
State’s  2 MacGillivray’s  Warblers:  at  Medford, 
Middlesex  through  14  Dec  and  in  Boston 
through  16  Dec.  Another  MacGillivray’s  War- 
bler in  Falmouth  19-22  Dec  (EH,  m.ob.,  ph.) 
provided  Maine  with  its  first  state  record.  A 
Wilson’s  Warbler  in  Portland,  ME  1 Dec  (DL) 
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appeared  to  be  from  the  West  as  well. 

Maine  hosted  Lark  Sparrows  at  Freeport  5- 
13  Dec  (m.ob)  and  at  Cape  Elizabeth  7-19 
Dec  (m.ob.).  A Lark  Bunting  lingered  from 
the  fall  through  13  Dec  at  Cumberland 
Farms,  Middleboro,  Plymouth,  MA  (MJl,  ph.), 
where  a Gambel’s  White-crowned  Sparrow 
was  also  seen  13-28  Dec  Q-  Sweeney,  MJI,  M. 
Garvey,  m.ob.,  ph.).  Another  standout  was  a 
Le  Conte’s  Sparrow  in  Little  Compton,  R1 19- 
23  Dec  (R.  Emerson,  m.ob.,  ph.).  But  the 
rarest  sparrow  was  an  apparent  Sooty  Fox 
Sparrow  that  visited  a feeder  in  Barrington, 
Strafford,  NH  9 Dec-28  Feb  and  later  (T. 
Chase,  m.ob.,  ph.).  Some  features  of  the  Bar- 
rington bird  suggest  it  might  actually  be  in- 
termediate between  “true”  Sooty  Fox  Sparrow 
and  the  dark  red  forms  of  the  Canadian  Rock- 
ies, but  whatever  the  case,  there  is  but  one 
record  of  a similar  bird  from  the  East.  As  was 
the  case  with  Horned  Larks,  the  largest  flocks 
of  Snow  Buntings  were  in  the  Connecticut 
Valley  of  w.  Massachusetts. 

A male  Summer  Tanager  that  lingered  at 
an  E.  Orleans  feeder  through  10  Jan  may  very 
well  have  been  the  same  individual  that  fre- 
quented that  same  location  the  previous  win- 
ter (A.  & E.  Hultin,  ph.).  Another  Summer 
Tanager  was  in  Sebago,  Cumberland,  ME  3-9 
Dec  (fide  EH,  ph.).  To  the  s.,  a Western  Tan- 
ager and  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  visited  the 


same  feeder  in  Sterling,  CT  20  Dec  and  2 Jan, 
respectively  (R.  Dixon,  ph.).  Another  Yellow- 
headed Blackbird  was  in  Warren,  RI  18  Feb 
(C.  Dilley).  Painted  Buntings  appeared  in  E. 
Orleans  7 Dec-16  Jan  (green  bird;  N.  Burkert, 
ph.)  and  nearby  13  Dec  (G.  d’Entremont).  To 
the  south,  another  green  one  was  at  Matu- 
nuck,  Washington,  RI  12-18  Dec  (m.ob.,  ph.). 
Clearly  not  part  of  this  se.  New  England  clus- 
ter was  an  ad.  male  in  Blue  Hill,  Hancock,  ME 
10  Dec+  (T.  Hoskins,  m.ob.,  ph.).  Indigo 
Buntings  were  noted  at  Bourne,  Barnstable, 
MA  19  Dec  (RS)  and  Georgetown,  Sagadahoc, 
ME  23  Dec  0-  Frank). 

On  a par  with  the  Bay  State’s  shelduck  was 
a Common  Chaffinch  that  appeared  at  a 
Waltham  feeder  1 Dec  and  stayed  through 
Mar  0-  Forbes,  m.ob.,  ph.).  The  bird  was  cap- 
tured 15  Feb  and  feather  samples  taken  for 
isotopic  analysis,  the  intent  being  to  deter- 
mine where  it  was  hatched.  Given  the  cluster 
of  escaped  European  fringillids  in  the  Mid- 
west in  recent  years,  this  individual  could  cer- 
tainly be  an  escapee;  perhaps  the  isotopic 
truth  is  out  there.  In  the  same  vein  was  a Eu- 
ropean Goldfinch  at  Presque  Isle,  Aroostook, 
ME  25  Dec  (S.  & B.  Pinette,  ph.).  As  for  our 
native  North  American  finches,  it  was  the 
“winter  without  an  irruption”  across  the  Re- 
gion. Based  on  reports  to  eBird,  Pine  Gros- 
beaks were  almost  entirely  in  n.  Maine  and 
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Weather  this  winter  had  an  enor- 
mous infiuence  on  the  distribution 
and  movement  of  birds  in  our  Re- 
gion. The  weather  for  the  entire  Region  for 
much  of  the  season  consisted  of  very  cold  air 
that  stayed  in  place.  Winter  storms  moved  off 
the  coast  south  of  our  Region,  and  then  ex- 
ploded into  strong  nor’easters.  These  storms 
tracked  northward,  covering  Delaware,  New 
Jersey,  and  Long  Island  with  record  amounts 
of  snow  and  very  strong  winds,  in  December 
and  February  particularly,  that  shut  down 
large  portions  of  these  states  for  days  at  a 
time.  Just  inland  of  the  coastal  areas,  snow 
amounts  were  three  to  four  times  normal  lev- 
els, making  this  winter  the  second  snowiest 
ever  recorded.  Mainland  New  York  had  a nor- 
mal cold,  snowy  winter,  unlike  most  of  the 
past  two  decades,  and  also  had  some  very 


never  numbered  more  than  six.  With  a few 
exceptions,  all  counts  of  over  10  Purple 
Finches  were  from  counties  that  border 
Quebec,  including  a record  high  of  697  on  the 
Pittsburg  C.B.C.  15  Dec.  The  same  distribu- 
tion applied  to  Evening  Grosbeaks  and  both 
crossbills,  with  the  exception  of  a southerly 
outlier  of  150  White-winged  Crossbills  at 
Vinalhaven,  ME  in  late  Feb. 

Corrigendum;  In  the  winter  report  for  2008- 
2009,  a total  of  400  Greater  Shearwaters  was 
listed  for  P’town  on  7 Dec.  This  should  have 
been  a single  bird. 

Subregional  editors  (boldface),  contributors 
(italics),  and  observers:  Jim  Beny,  Rachel 
Farrell  (Rhode  Island),  Ben  Griffith,  Greg 
Hanisek  (Connecticut),  Rick  Heil,  David 
Hoag,  Eric  Hynes,  Marshall  J.  Iliff,  Lauren 
Kras,  Derek  Lovitch,  Massachusetts  Audubon 
Society  (rare  bird  alert),  Eric  Masterson, 
Stephen  Mirick,  Ted  Murin,  New  Hampshire 
Bird  Records,  Blair  Nikula,  Marjorie  Rines 
(Massachusetts),  William  Sheehan  (n. 
Maine),  Robert  Stymeist,  Jeremiah  Trimble, 
William  Townsend  (Maine).  © 


Pamela  Hunt,  26  Whitewater  Drive 
Penacook,  New  Hampshire  03303 
(biodiva@myfairpoint.net) 


Hudson-Delaware 


windy  days  from  the  coastal  storms. 

Less-hardy  species  didn't  linger  through 
the  Christmas  Bird  Count  period  as  they  have 
in  past  winters,  as  the  cold  and  snowy  De- 
cember either  convinced  them  to  move  on  or 
led  to  their  demise.  Many  of  the  Christmas 
Bird  Counts  in  Delaware,  New  Jersey,  and 
Long  Island  were  postponed  or  were  run  un- 
der very  difficult  conditions,  particularly  on 
the  first  and  last  weekend  of  the  count  season, 
because  of  blizzards  and  extremely  windy 
conditions.  The  December  and  February 
snow  storms,  then  heavy  snows  on  the 
ground  for  long  periods,  must  have  made  sur- 
vival of  any  but  the  hardiest  species  difficult. 

Two  Ivory  Gulls  visited:  one  began  the  sea- 
son in  Cape  May,  the  other  ending  the  season 
on  Lake  Champlain.  The  other  major  story 
was  the  almost  total  lack  of  winter  finches, 
even  in  the  Adirondack-Champlain  Region  of 
New  York  this  year,  after  the  record  irruption 
of  winter  finches  and  other  Canadian  birds 
last  year.  Rare  and  uncommon  species  report- 
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Seen  by  hundreds  of  birders  during  its  stay,  this  juvenile  Ivory  Gull  put  on  quite  a show  at  Cape  May  harbor,  New  Jersey  and 
vicinity  27  (here  29)  November  through  9 December  2009.  It  was  the  first  of  hundreds  reported  south  of  usual  range  during 
winter  2009-2010,  most  of  these  in  Atlantic  Canada.  Photograph  by  Howards.  Eskin. 


ed  included  Pink-footed  Goose,  Barnacle 
Goose,  Tufted  Duck,  Pacific  Loon,  Western 
Grebe,  Northern  Hawk  Owl,  Mountain  Blue- 
bird, and  Spotted  Towhee. 

Abbreviations:  Barnegat  (Barnegat  Light, 
Ocean,  NJ);  Dunkirk  Harbor  (Dunkirk  Har- 
bor, L.  Erie,  Chautauqua,  NY);  Island  Beach 
(Island  Beach  S.P.,  Ocean,  NJ);  Montauk 
(Montauk  Pt.,  Suffolk,  Long  I.,  NY);  Prime 
Hook  (Prime  Hook  N.W.R.,  Sussex,  DE); 
Sandy  Hook  (Sandy  Hook  Unit/Gateway  Na- 
tional Recreation  Area,  Monmouth,  NJ). 

WATERFOWL 

A Pink-footed  Goose  at  Sunken  Meadow  S.P, 
Suffolk,  NY  6-25  Dec  (Chris  Feeny  m.ob.)  is 
likely  the  same  bird  reported  there  in  early 
Nov,  the  6th  New  York  record.  Greater  White- 
fronted  Geese,  mostly  of  the  Greenland  sub- 
species flavirostris,  were  reported  frequently 
this  year,  with  20  in  New  York,  9 in  New  Jer- 
sey, and  one  in  Delaware.  The  only  Black 
Brant  reported  during  the  winter  was  a re- 
turning bird  to  Waterfront  Park,  Raritan  Bay, 
NJ  19-27  Dec  (Ray  Duffy).  The  heavy  snow 
and  strong  winds  this  year  moved  waterfowl 
around.  Snow  Geese  and  Canada  Geese  were 
slow  to  move  southward  after  a warm  Nov 
and  were  scarce  in  Delaware  through  early 


Dec.  Then,  the  weather  in  n.  and  w.  New  York 
changed.  As  Gary  Lee  described  it:  “A  front 
first  brought  snow  from  the  west  on  10  De- 
cember and  then  cold  from  the  north  the  next 
day  that  pushed  thousands  of  Canada  and 
Snow  Geese  over  the  Adirondack-Champlain 
Region  all  day  and  night  into  the  12th,  which 
was  called  the  ‘Grand  Passage’.”  Then  a heavy 
snowstorm  in  late  Dec  in  Delaware  and  south- 
ern New  Jersey  (up  to  50  cm)  forced  most  of 
the  waterfowl  south  of  these  areas.  During 
Jan,  many  of  the  birds  returned,  and  the  spec- 
tacle of  thousands  of  Snow  Geese  feeding  in 
farm  helds  or  roosting  in  Bombay  Hook 
N.W.R.,  Kent,  DE  resumed.  Subsequently  a 
series  of  heavy  snowstorms  in  Feb  in 
Delaware,  New  Jersey  and  eastern  New  York 
pushed  the  geese  and  most  other  waterfowl 


farther  south  again.  Reports  of  Ross’s  Geese 
were  about  average  coastally.  A very  rare  blue- 
morph  Ross’s  Goose  was  reported  at  Fowler 
Beach,  Sussex,  DE  4 Dec  (BPe,  FR).  Three  Bar- 
nacle Geese  were  reported  this  season:  one, 
returning  for  its  6th  consecutive  year,  at  Cali- 
fon,  Hunterdon,  NJ,  27  Oct-10  Feb  (Larry 
Scacchetti,  Melissa  Fowler);  one  at  Mattituck, 
Suffolk,  NY  19  Dec  (Paul  Gillen,  John  Sep); 
and  one  at  Piermont  Pier,  Piermont,  NY  20 
Dec  on  the  Rockland  County  C.B.C.  (Drew 
Ciganek,  Karl  Knoecklein).  Cackling  Goose 
has  been  a separate  species  for  about  six  years 
now,  and  we  now  know  a bit  more  about  its 
status  and  distribution  in  the  Region.  The 
species  is  reported  in  numbers  that  suggest 
that  it  is  many  times  more  plentiful  than 
Greater  "White-fronted  Goose  and  at  least 
twice  as  numerous  as  Ross’s  Goose. 

Single  Eurasian  Teal  were  at  Milburn 
Pond,  Baldwin,  Nassau,  NY  2-6  Jan  (PL,  SM) 
and  L.  Takanassee,  Monmouth,  NJ  8 Jan-1 
Feb  (Ray  Duffy),  the  latter  possibly  the  same 
bird  that  wintered  there  last  year.  In  an  aver- 
age winter,  there  are  about  15  reports  totaling 
15-16  Eurasian  "Wigeons.  This  year,  there 
were  only  nine  reports — hve  from  New  York, 
three  from  New  Jersey,  and  one  from 
Delaware — but  the  total  number  of  birds  re- 
ported was  22,  owing  to  the  large  counts 
from  Cape  May.  On  4 Dec,  2 were  noted 
(DG),  which  increased  to  7 on  the  Cape  May 
C.B.C.  1 Jan;  numbers  declined  until  the  last 
bird  was  observed  2 Feb.  On  22  Feb,  one  was 
found  at  Cape  May  and  another  by  1 Mar. 
The  only  report  of  Tufted  Duck  was  of  an  ad. 
male  at  "Valcour,  Clinton,  NY  19  Feb-r  (PJ). 
King  Eider  reports  were  average  off  the  coast 
and  on  the  Great  Lakes,  with  a maximum 
count  of  7 at  Rainbow  Shores,  L.  Oneida,  Os- 
wego, NY  5-17  Dec  (Kevin  McGann). 

Fifteen  Barrow’s  Goldeneyes  reported  Re- 
gionwide this  season,  well  above  average,  in- 
cluded 9 in  New  York’s  northernmost  region, 
4 on  Fong  Island,  and  2 at  Sandy  Hook,  NJ. 
The  5 Barrow’s  found  on  the  New  York  State 
Waterfowl  Count  at  Wickham  Marsh,  Essex, 
NY  16  Jan  (Chris  Bennett)  were  major  con- 
tributors to  this  year’s  high  total.  Two  reports 


SA  First  noted  in  Ort  and  Nov,  Common  Eiders  moved  southward  out  of  New  England  in  record-high  numbers  and  much 
Mearlier  than  usual,  passing  Montauk  in  staggering  numbers  for  mid-autumn,  such  as  830  on  17  Oct  (AW).  B)/  Dec,  the 
numbers  at  Montauk,  such  as  920  on  the  C.B.C.  16  Dec,  were  about  average.  However,  farther  w.  along  the  shores  of  Long  i., 
record-high  concentrations  were  noted,  e.g.,  1 10  at  the  West  End  Jones  Beach,  Suffolk  2 Dec  (KF);  896  at  Shinnecock  Bay,  Suf- 
M 30  Dec  (DG);  254  at  Jones  Beach,  Suffolk  2 Jan  (m.ob.);  273  on  a pelagic  trip  out  of  Freeport,  flassau  1 7 Jan  (PG  et  al.);  and 
200  at  Moriches  Inlet,  Suffo//t  16  Jan  (Jay  Kuhlman).  In  New  Jersey,  the  counts  of  Common  Eiders  also  set  records.  At  Barnegat, 
the  very  high  count  of  367  on  24  Dec  (DG)  increased  to  S81  on  the  Barnegat  C.B.C.  3 Jan.  Other  high  numbers  included  the 
100+  at  Avalon,  Cape  May,  NJ  (Harvey  Tomlinson)  and  38  on  the  Cape  May  C.B.C.  1 Jan.  On  the  Cape  Henlopen  C.B.C.,  Suss&r, 
DE,  71  were  counted  in  Lewes  Harbor  3 Jan  (Matt  Sarver,  Lauren  Morgens);  this  more  than  doubled  last  year's  record  of  33  and 
is  ten  times  the  norm  in  the  state. 
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of  Pacific  Loons  were  received,  both  in  New 
Jersey  and  possibly  both  of  the  same  individ- 
ual: at  Seven  President’s  Park,  Monmouth,  NJ 
16  Jan  (Steve  Kacir)  and  at  Spring  L.,  Mon- 
mouth, NJ  28  Feb-1  Mar  (Nick  Taylor). 

GREBES  THROUGH  CRANES 

The  Great  Lakes  did  not  freeze  over  com- 
pletely this  year;  as  a result,  the  number  of 
Red-necked  Grebes  reported  along  the  ocean 
coasts  was  very  low;  none  at  all  were  report- 
ed in  Delaware.  Two  Eared  Grebes  reported 
this  winter  made  a very  low  count  compared 
to  the  9 that  were  reported  last  year:  one  was 
in  Aurora  Bay,  Cayuga,  NY  11  Jan-17  Feb 
(Dave  Nutter)  and  one  at  Dunkirk  Harbor, 
NY  18  Feb+  (DN).  Western  Grebe  has  be- 
come annual  during  recent  winters,  with  at 
least  3 birds  being  reported  each  year  for  the 
past  seven.  This  year,  3 apparently  wintered: 
one  at  South  Amboy’s  Waterfront  Park,  Mid- 
dlesex, NJ  15  Nov-19  Dec  (PB),  for  the  5th 
straight  year  in  that  vicinity;  one  at  Coney  Is- 
land and  Riis  Park,  Kings,  NY  18  Jan-28  Feb 
(Shane  Blodgett);  and  one  in  the  Long 
Branch/Elberon/Dean  area,  Monmouth,  NJ  28 
Jan-8  Feb  (Tom  Boyle),  likely  a returning 
bird  from  last  winter.  No  American  White 
Pelicans  tried  to  winter,  but  there  were  two 
reports  in  early  Dec:  one  at  Cape  May  5 Dec 
(DM)  and  7 at  Forsythe  N.W.R.,  Ocean,  NY 
10  Dec  (Anne  Harlan).  Only  2 Brown  Peli- 
cans were  reported  after  1 Dec,  singles  at 
Malibu  Beach,  Atlantic,  NJ  19  Dec  (MF)  and 
at  the  Marine  Park  Salt  Marsh,  Brooklyn,  NY 
8 Jan  (HL).  Snowy  Egret,  Little  Blue  Heron, 
Tricolored  Heron,  Cattle  Egret,  and  Green 
Heron  were  all  found  on  the  C.B.C.s,  but 
none  were  seen  after  Dec,  with  the  excep- 
tions of  a Snowy  Egret  in  Cape  May  16-21  Jan 
(Tom  Reed),  a Little  Blue  Heron  in  Cape  May 
13-16  Jan  (fide  DF),  and  a Tricolored  Heron 
on  the  Loop  Parkway,  Nassau,  NY  2 Jan  (B. 
Broughton). 

A Black  Vulture  well  n.  of  normal  winter- 
ing areas  hung  on  at  Braddock  Bay,  Monroe, 
NY  7-30  Jan  (DT)  but  was  found  dead  31  Jan 
(Peter  Yoerg,  Barbara  Henderson).  Though 
none  were  reported,  a few  Ospreys  surely  lin- 
gered into  early  Dec  along  the  coast;  none 
were  reported  on  Christmas  counts.  Two  re- 
turning birds  reported  were  in  French  Creek 
Preserve,  Chautauqua,  NY  8 Feb  (Ann  Beebe, 
Herb  Smith)  and  Greenport,  Suffolk,  NY  22 
Feb  Qohn  Sep).  The  last  Broad-winged 
Hawk  of  the  autumn  was  reported  at  West 
Creek,  Ocean,  NJ  8 Dec  (DG).  An  imm. 
Swainson’s  Hawk  was  at  Cape  May  7 Nov-6 
Dec  (DG).  Most  Golden  Eagles  migrate 
through  this  area  in  Oct  and  Nov,  but  usual- 
ly a few  winter.  Apparent  wintering  areas  in 


New  York,  where  there  were  multiple  sight- 
ings throughout  the  season,  included 
Delaware/Otsego  and  the  area  around  Storm 
Mt.  in  Orange/Dutchess.  Of  course,  Goldens 
roam  widely  in  winter,  and  cen.  and  e.  New 
York  also  had  sporadic  reports.  Three  Com- 
mon Moorhens  lingered  beyond  mid-Dec 
this  year:  one  at  Cape  May,  NY  17  Dec 
(Christopher  J.  Vogel)  and  2 at  Kearny 
Marsh  West,  Hudson,  NJ  8 Jan  (Edna  & Ray 
Duffy;  second-hand  reports  suggested  that 
the  species  was  seen  here  earlier  and  after- 
wards by  multiple  observers;  PB).  For  more 
than  a decade.  Sandhill  Cranes  and  hybrids 
have  frequented  Husted  Landing  Rd.,  Cum- 
berland, NJ.  This  season,  19  cranes  were 
counted,  about  half  of  these  identified  as 
Sandhill  Crane  x Common  Crane  hybrids. 

SH0RE6IRDS  THROUGH  GULLS 

The  number  of  American  Oystercatchers  was 
average  for  a season,  with  624  counted  dur- 
ing the  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  Delaware 
counts,  mostly  on  two  counts:  310  on  the 
Cape  May  C.B.C.,  NJ  1 Jan,  and  284  on  the 
Oceanville  C.B.C.  in  Atlantic,  NJ  1 Jan.  The 
same  counts  had  a total  of  99  Willets,  a bit 
above  average.  A very  cooperative  and  very 
late  American  Avocet  was  a great  find  at 
Dunkirk  Harbor,  NY  12-31  Dec  (DN) — the 
2nd  consecutive  winter  for  one  in  the  Niaga- 
ra Frontier  region  and  also  the  2nd  New  York 
winter  record  for  this  species.  The  total 
C.B.C.  count  of  Red  Knot  was  244,  all  at 
Cape  May  1 Jan,  the  lowest  early  winter 
count  in  years. 

Black-legged  Kittiwakes  are  often  com- 
mon well  off  the  coast  in  the  winter  but  typ- 
ically seen  as  singles  from  shore,  though 
most  winters  produce  a decent  count  from 
Montauk,  such  as  the  300  reported  24  Jan 
(PL).  A pelagic  trip  out  of  Freeport,  Nassau, 
NY  17  Jan  (PG  et  al.)  recorded  73,  and  many 
others  were  counted  from  shore  on  eight 
Christmas  counts,  with  20  from  four  Long  I. 
counts,  one  from  a L.  Ontario  shore  count, 
and  4 from  two  New  Jersey  counts.  The 
imm.  Ivory  Gull  continued  at  Cape  May 
through  9 Dec  Oim  Dowdell,  m.ob.).  Anoth- 
er cooperative  Ivory  Gull,  this  one  an  ad., 
visited  Rouse’s  Pt.,  L.  Champlain,  Clinton, 
NY  19  Feb-2  Mar  (PJ).  Six  Christmas  counts 
found  7 total  Laughing  Gulls;  the  top  counts 
of  Bonaparte’s  and  Little  Gulls  on  the  Niaga- 
ra R.  were  10,000  on  9 Jan  (fide  MM)  and  9 
on  11  Dec  Oim  Pawlicki),  respectively.  Thay- 
er’s, Iceland,  and  Glaucous  Gulls  were  like- 
wise found  in  average  numbers.  With  just 
eight  previous  Regional  records,  3 Mew 
Gulls  made  news,  at  both  ends  of  New  York: 
at  Niagara  Falls,  an  ad.  brachyhynchus  was 


seen  1-9  Jan  (Betsy  Potter,  Willie  D’Anna,  JI), 
overlapping  a bit  with  an  ad.  canus  6-8  Jan 
Ok  Dean  DiTomasso,  Kevin  McLaughlin); 
another  ad.  canus  was  at  Gravesend  Bay  in 
Brooklyn  26  Dec-5  Mar  (Bob  O’Neill, 
m.ob.).  A third-cycle  California  Gull  contin- 
uing from  the  fall  season  on  the  Niagara  R. 
17  Oct-2  Jan  Qoe  Mitchell  et  al.)  was  the 
only  one  reported. 

ALCIDS  THROUGH  VIREOS 

Although  no  Dovekies  were  seen  on  the  sea- 
son’s only  pelagic  trip,  several  were  observed 
inshore  and  onshore,  in  addition  to  the  usu- 
al few  visible  from  Montauk  or  the  occa- 
sional bird  seen  from  shore  from  Long  I.  to 
Cape  May.  A wreck  of  at  least  20  birds  (TB) 
occurred  in  connection  with  a fierce  off- 
shore storm  in  late  Jan;  some  were  taken  to 
rehabilitation  facilities,  including  8 to  the 
Wildlife  Rescue  Center  of  the  Hamptons, 
Suffolk,  NY  around  24  Jan,  while  others 
found  in  calm  bays  remained  for  several 
days:  one  at  Miller  Field,  Richmond  25-26 
Jan  (fide  TB);  another  there  26  Jan  (TBr,  Jul- 
liette  Goulet);  and  one  at  Timber  Point  Park, 
Suffolk  26-30  Jan  (Ken  Thompson).  Over 
the  past  20  years,  the  number  of  Common 
Murres  has  increased  by  a factor  of  10  or 
more  in  the  Northeast  and  by  nearly  that 
much  in  this  Region.  This  year,  2 were  seen 
at  Barnegat,  NJ  11  Dec  (Larry  Scacchetti); 
33  were  noted  on  the  pelagic  trip  out  of 
Freeport,  Nassau,  NY  17  Dec  (PG  et  al);  and 
9 were  seen  during  a mackerel  hshing  trip 
from  Belmar,  Monmouth,  NY  5 Feb  (MF). 
The  only  report  of  a Thick-billed  Murre  was 
one  at  Coney  I.,  NY  19  Jan  (Rob  Jett,  HL). 
Razorbills  arrived  in  the  Region  largely  in 
Jan.  At  Montauk,  numbers  built  steadily:  25 
were  reported  28  Dec  (AW),  125  on  10  Jan 
(Douglas  Futuyma),  1200  on  16  Jan  (SM, 
PL,  K&SF),  and  4000  on  24  Jan  (AW,  TBr), 
which  was  by  far  the  largest  number  ever 
recorded  in  the  state  but  (remarkably)  still 
half  of  the  largest  count  made  from  shore  in 
North  Carolina.  The  17  Jan  pelagic  trip  out 
of  Freeport,  NY  found  202  Razorbills  (AW, 
PG  et  al.).  Fewer  were  reported  along  the 
New  Jersey  and  Delaware  coasts,  though  the 
68  on  a fishing  trip  out  of  Belmar,  NJ  5 Feb 
(MF)  was  a good  count.  A very  white  Black 
Guillemot  in  Southampton,  Suffolk,  NY  19 
Dec-1  Jan  Qay  Kuhlman,  Rich  Sautkulis) 
was  believed  to  be  from  an  Arctic  population 
ratber  than  the  closer  populations  in  New 
England  and  Canada’s  Atlantic  provinces; 
taxonomy  in  this  group  is  unsettled.  Two  At- 
lantic Puffins  were  seen  on  the  pelagic  trip 
out  of  Freeport  17  Jan  (PG  et  al.)  and  one  on 
the  fishing  trip  out  of  Belmar  5 Feb  (MF). 
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A small  colony  of  about  20  Eurasian  Col- 
lared-Doves  continues  at  Selbyville,  Sussex, 
DE,  but  they  do  not  seem  to  be  expanding 
from  the  town.  Up  to  4 were  at  Parma,  Mon- 
roe, NY,  where  one  was  seen  last  winter  (Kurt 
Fox,  DT).  Snowy  Owls  were  scarce  in  New 
York,  rare  in  New  Jersey,  and  absent  in 
Delaware  this  season.  A cooperative  Northern 
Hawk  Owl  was  in  Champlain,  Clinton,  NY  20 
jan-27  Feb  (Donna  & Thomas  Gooley, 
m.ob.).  Pat  Jones,  on  a 19  Feb  trip  to  see  this 
bird,  found  a Tufted  Duck  and  an  Ivory  Gull 
nearby,  making  Clinton  a big  destination  for 
birders  from  all  over  the  East.  Single  Ruby- 
throated  Hummingbirds  lingered  in  Lewes, 
Sussex,  DE  mid-Nov-20  Dec  (Susan  Gruber) 
and  at  Cape  May  through  2 Jan  (Michael 
O'Brien,  Louise  Zemaitis).  An  imm.  male  Ru- 
fous Hummingbird  was  on  Staten  L,  NY  4 
Oct-28  Dec  (Howie  Fisher,  Seth  Woolney  et 
ak),  and  a Rufous/Allen’s  Hummingbird  was 
in  Cape  May  through  3 Dec  (Bill  & Edie 
Schuhl).  Single  Ash-throated  Flycatchers 
were  at  Ozone  Park,  Queens,  NY  14  Nov-17 
Dec  (Rudy  Badia,  Richard  Aracil,  HL)  and  at 
Sandy  Hook  9 Dec  (Tom  Boyle).  Two  very  late 
Blue-headed  Vireos  were  noted,  one  on  the 
Seaford-Nanticoke  C.B.C.,  Sussex,  DE  1 Jan, 
the  other  on  the  Rehoboth  C.B.C.,  Sussex,  DE 
3 Jan  (Joe  & Ellen  Sebastian!). 

THRUSHES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

"Very  few  Bohemian  Waxwings  were  seen,  even 
in  n.  New  York;  the  only  Christmas  count  that 
recorded  them  was  the  Massena-Cornwall 
C.B.C.,  St.  Lawrence,  NY  27  Dec,  with  22 
birds.  A Mountain  Bluebird  was  found  on  the 
Princeton  C.B.C.,  Mercer,  NJ  27  Dec  (Brad 
Merritt)  and  if  accepted  would  make  the  3rd 
New  Jersey  record.  Twelve  warbler  species 
were  recorded,  mainly  on  C.B.C.s.  Most  note- 
worthy were  a Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  at 
a feeder  at  Irondequoit,  Monroe,  NY  1-18  Dec 
(Gerhart  Leuber,  m.ob.),  a Black-throated 
Green  Warbler  on  the  Brooklyn  C.B.C.  19  Dec 
(SN)  and  another  in  Manhattan  20  Dec  during 
the  Lower  Hudson  C.B.C.  (James  Knox),  an 
American  Redstart  in  Central  Park,  Manhattan 
8-9  Dec  (Tom  Perlman)  and  another  at  Cape 
May  15  Dec  (DG;  a first  Cape  May  and  New 
Jersey  winter  record  of  the  species,  fide  DF, 
VE),  and  a Wilson’s  Warbler  on  the  Brooklyn 
C.B.C.  19  Dec  (SN).  A Yellow-throated  War- 
bler visited  a feeder  in  Syracuse,  Onondaga, 
NY  11-31  Jan  (Robert  Burdick,  m.ob.).  Eight 
Ovenbirds  in  New  York  between  1 Dec  and  1 
Jan  made  a very  large  winter  number — 4 in 
Manhattan,  one  in  Nassau,  one  in  Richmond,  a 
specimen  from  Kings,  and  one  upstate  in 
Cayuga  Heights,  Tompkins,  NY  1 Jan  (R.  Stefan 
Hames). 


A Summer  Tanager  was  at  Spencerport, 
Monroe,  NY  28  Nov-29  Dec  (Fran  & David 
Colby,  ph.  DS);  another  was  at  Clove  Lakes 
Park,  Richmond,  NY  2 Dec-7  Feb  (Catherine 
Barron).  An  ad.  female  Spotted  Towhee  re- 
mained at  Palmyra  Cove  Nature  Park, 
Burlington,  NJ  27  Nov-6  Mar  (Matt  Jewell, 
m.ob.),  furnishing  the  6th  state  record.  A 
Clay-colored  Sparrow  was  found  in  Prime 
Hook  20  Dec  (ES).  "Vesper  Sparrows  were 
found  on  three  Christmas  counts:  one  on  the 
Seaford-Nanticoke  C.B.C.,  DE  1 Jan;  one  on 
the  Pawling  C.B.C.,  NY  1 Jan;  and  2 on  the 
Long  Island-Orient  C.B.C.,  NY  2 Jan.  Two 
"Vespers  were  in  South  Dayton,  Cattaraugus, 
NY  27  Dec  Qoe  Mitchell).  Single  Lark  Spar- 
rows were  exceptional  at  Peru,  Clinton,  NY 
30  Dec-2  Jan  (Elizabeth  & Holland  Fitz) 
and  at  Cape  May  24  Jan  0™  Dowdell). 
Three  Grasshopper  Sparrows  and  a Le  Con- 
te’s Sparrow  were  seen  at  Prime  Hook  20  Dec 
(ES).  One  of  these  Grasshopper  Sparrows 
was  relocated,  and  another  was  found  sever- 
al miles  away  on  the  Cape  Henlopen  C.B.C. 
3 Jan.  Another  Grasshopper  was  on  the  Low- 
er Hudson  C.B.C.,  NJ  20  Dec.  Lincoln’s  Spar- 
rows were  found  on  two  C.B.C.s,  well  below 
last  winter’s  totals:  one  on  the  Great 
Swamp-Watchung  C.B.C.,  NJ  19  Dec  and 
one  on  the  Cape  Henlopen  C.B.C.,  DE  3 Jan 
(BPe).  Another  was  at  Cape  May,  NJ  18 
Dec-2  Feb  (DG).  Single  Rose-breasted  Gros- 
beaks were  at  Mabbettsville,  Dutchess,  NY  25 
Dec  (Adrienne  Popko)  and  at  Dryden,  Tomp- 
kins, NY  on  the  Ithaca  C.B.C.  1 Jan  (Bob 
McGuire). 

The  only  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  reported 
was  one  at  the  Pruyn  Audubon  Sanctuary  and 
in  the  surrounding  area,  Westchester,  NY  2 
Jan-25  Feb  (Anne  Swain  et  ak).  For  many 
years,  a small  group  of  Brewer’s  Blackbirds 
wintered  in  Delaware  and  another  in  New  Jer- 
sey. These  wintering  birds  are  no  longer 
found,  so  the  species  has  become  rare  in  the 
Region.  One  in  Shelby,  Orleans,  NY  on  the 
Oak  Orchard  C.B.C.  27  Dec  (KF)  was  thus  a 
welcome  sight.  After  last  winter’s  massive  ir- 
ruption of  winter  finches,  few  were  reported 
this  season,  even  in  the  strongholds  of  the 
Adirondacks.  Pine  Grosbeaks  and  "White- 
winged  Crossbills  were  not  reported  any- 
where in  the  Region.  Two  Red  Crossbills  on 
the  New  Woodstock-Southern  Highlands 
C.B.C.,  Sullivan,  NY  3 Jan  were  only  ones  re- 
ported during  the  C.B.C.  season.  In  New 
York,  19  total  Common  Redpolls  were  found 
on  seven  C.B.C.s,  and  30  Evening  Grosbeaks 
were  found  on  four.  Pine  Siskins  and  Purple 
Finches  were  rare  everywhere,  but  a very 
small  number  of  each  made  it  s.  to  New  Jer- 
sey and  Delaware. 


Contributors  (subregional  compilers  in 
boldface):  Deborah  Allen  (Central  Park, 
New  York  City),  Scott  Barnes  (North  Coast 
of  New  Jersey:  Sandy  Hook  Bird  Observatory, 
P.  0.  Box  553,  Ft.  Hancock.  NJ  07732), 
Patrick  Belardo  (North-Central  New  Jersey: 
395  Keswick  Drive,  Piscataway,  NJ  08854), 
Michael  Bochnik  (Lower  Hudson  "Valley,  NY: 
70  Hutchinson  Blvd.,  Mount  "Vernon,  NY 
10552),  Jeffrey  S.  Bolsinger  (St.  Lawrence, 
NY:  98  State  Street,  Canton,  NY  13617),  Tom 
Brown  (TBr),  Thomas  W.  Burke  (New  York 
Rare  Bird  Alert),  Barbara  Butler  (Dutchess 
County,  NY),  Mark  Chao  (Finger  Lakes  Re- 
gion of  New  York:  124  Simsbury  Drive,  Itha- 
ca, NY  14850),  Vince  Elia  (South  Coast  and 
Delaware  Bay  Region  NJ:  CMBO  R&E  Cen- 
ter, 600  Rte.  47  North,  Cape  May  Court- 
house, NJ  08120),  Ken  & Sue  Feustel,  Va- 
lerie Freer  (Sullivan  County  Bird  Notes), 
Don  Freiday,  Mike  Fritz,  Doug  Gochfeld, 
Kevin  C.  Griffith  (Genessee  Region,  NY:  61 
Grandview  Lane,  Rochester,  NY  14612),  Paul 
Guris,  Jean  Iron,  Tom  Johnson  (Finger  Lakes 
Region  of  New  York),  Pat  Jones,  Bob  Kurtz, 
Laurie  Larson  (New  Jersey  Birds  listserve), 
Gary  Lee  (Adirondack-Champlain:  116 
Limekiln  Road,  Inlet,  NY  13360),  Pat  J.  Lind- 
say (Long  L,  NY:  28  Mystic  Circle,  Bay  Shore, 
NY  11706),  Heydi  Lopes,  Dan  Maywood, 
Hugh  McGuinness  (Eastern  Long  L,  NY:  P.O. 
Box  3005,  Southhampton,  NY  11969),  S.  S. 
Mitra  (Long  L,  NY:  Biology  Departmant,  Col- 
lege of  Staten  Island,  2800  Victory  Boulevard, 
Staten  Island,  NY  10314),  Mike  Morgante 
(Niagara  Frontier  Region,  NY:  59  Briar  Hill 
Rd.,  Orchard  Park,  NY  14127),  Steve  Nanz, 
David  Neveu,  Bruce  Peterjohn  (BPe),  Bill 
Purcell  (Oneida  Lake  Basin,  NY:  281  Baum 
Road,  Hastings,  NY  13076),  Ralph  T.  Water- 
man Bird  Club,  Rick  Radis  (Northwestern 
New  Jersey:  69  Ogden  Ave.,  Rockaway,  NJ 
07866),  Dominic  Sherony  Ed  Sigda,  Steve 
Sobocinski  (Southwestern  New  Jersey:  3 
Barkley  Court,  Markon,  NJ  08053),  Robert 
Spahn  (Genesee  Region,  NY),  Dave  Tetlow, 
Angus  C.  Wilson,  Will  Yandik  (Hudson-Mo- 
hawk  Region,  NY:  269  Schneider  Rd.,  Hud- 
son, NY  12534),  Matthew  A.  Young  (Susque- 
hanna, NY:  2910  Crumb  Hill  Rd.,  George- 
town, NY  13072),  Robert  P Yunick. 


Frank  Rohrbacher,  5 Neva  Court,  Wilmington,  Deiaware 
19810,  (rohrbaf@aol.com); 

Robert  0.  Paxton,  460  Riverside  Drive,  Apt.  72,  New 
York,  New  York  10027,  (rop1@columbia.edu); 

Richard  R.  Veit,  Department  of  Biology,  College  of  Staten 
Island,  2800  Victory  Boulevard,  Staten  Island,  New  York 
10314,  (veitrr2003@yahoo.com) 
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This  winter  season  was  cold  and  wet 
across  the  Region,  and  the  vast  majori- 
ty of  the  precipitation  fell  as  snow. 
Snowfall  records  dating  back  to  the  late  19th 
century  were  broken.  The  Baltimore  and 
Washington,  D.C.  metropolitan  areas  were 
especially  hard  hit,  and  D.C.  received  more 
than  two  meters  of  snow!  The  first  major 
snowfall  occurred  18-19  December,  compli- 
cating, delaying,  or  cancelling  many  Christ- 
mas Bird  Counts.  A major  storm  on  30  Janu- 
ary storm  dropped  more  snow,  and  a 4-6  Feb- 
ruary storm  that  originated  in  the  southwest- 
ern United  States  (and  was  called  “Snow- 
mageddon”  by  the  media)  dumped  more  than 
60  cm  (two  feet)  of  snow  on  many  locations. 
A cold  and  snowy  weather  pattern  remained 
entrenched,  and  another  blizzard  wreaked 
havoc  9-11  February  on  areas  that  were  still 
digging  out  from  the  historic  blizzard  of  the 
previous  week.  This  powerful  nor’easter 
dumped  36  cm  of  snow  in  Washington  D.C., 
50  cm  in  Baltimore,  more  than  60  cm  of  addi- 
tional snow  in  northern  Maryland,  and  ham- 
mered the  Virginia  coast  with  winds  compa- 
rable to  a Category  2 hurricane.  The  season 
ended  with  a strong  windstorm  26  February. 

Dedicated  observers  persevered  despite 
these  challenges  and  discovered  a diverse  set 
of  winter  avian  highlights:  Pacific  Loon, 
Wood  Stork,  Broad-winged  Hawk,  Common 
Tern,  Dovekie,  Ash-throated  Flycatcher,  War- 
bling Vireo,  Varied  Thrush,  Western  Tanager, 
Harris’s  Sparrow,  and  Rose-breasted  Gros- 
beak. In  addition  to  our  many  individual  con- 
tributors, we  thank  Adam  D’Onofrio,  YuLee 
Lamer,  Robert  E Ringler,  and  Bill  Williams  for 
their  assistance  in  compiling  and  interpreting 
the  season’s  records. 

Abbreviations:  Back  Bay  (Back  Bay  N.W.R., 
Virginia  Beach,  VA);  Bay  (Chesapeake  Bay); 
C.B.B.T.  (Chesapeake  Bay  Bridge-Tunnel,  s.  of 
Northampton,  VA);  Chine.  (Chincoteague 
N.W.R.,  Accomack,  VA);  E.S.V.N.W.R.  (East- 


ern Shore  of  Virginia  N.W.R., 
Northampton,  VA). 

WATERFOWL 
THROUGH  RAPTORS 

The  only  Greater  White-fronted 
Goose  in  Virginia  visited  a farm  in 
cen.  Northampton  23  Feb  among 
10,000  or  more  Snow  Geese;  seen  at 
close  range,  it  was  identified  as  sub- 
species flavirostris  (RLAk,  ESB). 
Greater  White-fronted  Geese  were 
far  more  numerous  in  Maryland, 
with  at  least  19  birds  reported  20  Dec+  from 
10  counties  and  peak  counts  of  4 birds  each  at 
Easton,  Talbot  12  Jan  (BB)  and  Brown’s  Cor- 
ner, Queen  Anne’s  19  Jan  (JGr).  A Ross’s  Goose 
and  an  apparent  blue  Ross’s  Goose  x Snow 
Goose  hybrid  were  near  Locustville,  Acco- 
mack, VA  19  Dec  for  the  Wachapreague 
C.B.C.  (HTA  et  ah);  this  is  the  first  hybrid  of 
its  sort  reported  in  the  state.  The  Cape 
Charles,  Northampton  C.B.C.  tallied  an  im- 
pressive 4 Ross’s  Geese  30  Dec  (HTA  et  al).  A 
lone  Ross’s  was  among  2000  Snow  Geese  near 
Curies  Neck  Farm,  Henrico,  VA  24  Jan  (ph. 
ABr),  and  another  was  at  Princess  Anne,  Som- 
erset, MD  19-20  Feb  (RG  et  al.),  where  even 
Snow  Geese  are  rare.  A Ross’s  Goose  at  Fish- 
erville,  Augusta,  VA  20  Feb  (AL)  made  just 
the  8th  county  record.  The  24 
Brant  at  Elkton,  Cecil,  MD  4 Dec 
(SM)  were  late  for  an  inland  mi- 
grant flock,  which  are  typically 
seen  Oct-Nov;  the  12  Brant  at 
Kent  L,  Queen  Anne’s  2 Jan  (FM) 
and  6 at  Rock  Hall,  Kent  14  Feb 
(JB)  were  notable  for  the  upper 
Chesapeake.  Multiple  Cackling 
Goose  reports  included  2 with  a 
large  Canada  Goose  flock  in 
Charles  City,  VA  20  Dec  (ph. 

ABr),  7 at  Centennial  L., 

Howard,  MD  9 Jan  (MO,  RO), 
and  4 at  the  Northampton  land- 
fill 15  Feb  (DC).  A Cackling 
Goose  in  Cape  Charles,  proba- 
bly a returning  bird,  was  present 
mid-Dec-20  Feb  (ESB).  Tundra 
Swans  numbered  2239  at  Back  Bay  15  Jan 
(DLH  et  al.).  The  50  Tundra  Swans  tallied  at 
Bell’s  Lane  5 Dec  set  a new  Augusta  winter 
high  count  (AL). 

At  least  7 Eurasian  Wigeons  were  reported 
around  the  Region,  all  but  one  males.  One  was 
at  Ridgeway  Park,  Hampton,  VA  for  the  10th 
consecutive  season  (NE  ph.  KK,  JP,  BC);  an- 
other was  at  Chine.  30  Dec-3  Jan  (GA,  RLAk 
et  al).  Two  on  the  Cape  Charles  C.B.C.  30  Dec 
(HTA  et  al.)  probably  involved  individuals 
noted  at  Eisherman  Island  N.W.R.  23  Jan  (JL) 


and  E.S.VN.W.R.  23  Feb  (ph.  RLAk,  ESB). 
Worcester,  MD  hosted  a female  Eurasian 
Wigeon  at  Bayside  Development  Pond  15 
Feb+  (ML  et  al),  and  a male  was  at  Pocomoke 
City  25  Peb+  QE  et  al.).  A Mallard  x Gadwall 
hybrid  (“Brewer’s  Duck”)  was  photographed 
at  Bayside  Development  Pond,  Worcester  16 
Jan+  (ML  et  al).  Rare  in  winter,  a Blue-winged 
Teal  visited  Irish  Grove,  Somerset  21  Dec  (Stan 
Arnold);  2 were  at  AVest  Ocean  City,  Worcester 
28  Dec  (DHo);  and  4 made  a nice  find  at  Up- 
per Marlboro,  Prince  George’s,  MD  26  Jan 
(FSh).  Single  male  Eurasian  Teal  were  at  Tru- 
itt’s Landing,  Worcester  24-28  Jan  (ph.  BH  et 
al.)  and  at  Fairmount  W.M.A.,  Somerset  27 
Feb  (JLS,  EB).  Intergrade  Eurasian  x Green- 
winged Teal  were  at  E.S.V.N.W.R.  23  Feb  (ph. 
RLAk,  ESB)  and  at  Fairmount  W.M.A.  28  Feb 
(ph.  ML).  A King  Eider  at  Pt.  Lookout,  St. 
Maiy’s,  MD  18  Jan  (ML,  JBC)  was  the  first  of 
the  season;  other  reports  included  a female  at 
Ocean  View,  Norfolk,  VA  20-25  Jan  (ph.  ABa, 
JL)  and  a male  at  the  C.B.B.T.  7-10  Feb  (DSt, 
ph.  RK).  A Common  Eider  continued  from  the 
fall  at  Pt.  Lookout,  St.  Maiy’s  through  12  Dec 
(m.ob.).  Common  Eiders  at  Ocean  City  Inlet, 
Worcester  numbered  up  to  86  birds,  a state 
high  count  (m.ob.).  In  Virginia,  Common  Ei- 
ders were  reported  in  much  smaller  numbers, 
from  Chincoteague  to  Rudee  Inlet,  Virginia 


Beach,  with  a peak  count  of  just  8 at  Rudee  In- 
let 10  Jan  (ABa);  an  imm.  male  at  Kiptopeke 
S.R,  Northampton  persisted  through  most  of 
the  season.  An  impressive  74  Common  Mer- 
gansers were  at  ponds  off  Turkey  Island  Rd., 
Henrico  24  Jan  (ph.  ABr).  A Common  Mer- 
ganser was  at  Rum  Pointe,  Worcester  25 
Jan-13  Feb  QB  et  al),  and  2 were  at  Shelltown 
Landing,  Somerset  16  Feb  QB).  The  highest 
Northern  Bobwhite  tally  was  15  birds  on  the 
Nassawadox  C.B.C.,  Northampton  20  Dec 
(HTA  et  al.). 


Often  seen  with  a flock  of  Ring-billed  Gulls,  this  adult  Black-headed  Gull  was 
enjoyed  by  many  observers  at  Little  Creek  Inlet,  Norfolk,  Virginia  1 1 -28  (here 
22)  February  2010,  where  it  was  joined  on  several  dates  by  a second  adult 
Black-headed.  Photograph  by  Karen  Kearney. 
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Two  Ash-throated  Flycatchers  were  found  together  in  Virginia  Beach,  Virginia  near 
the  airport  during  the  31  December  2009  Little  Creek  Christmas  Bird  Count;  this  one 
remained  through  29  (here  24)  January  2010.  Photograph  by  Jeff  Lemons. 


Reci-throated  Loons  inland  were  at  Riley’s 
Lock,  Montgomery,  MD  5 Dec  (MO,  RO)  and 
11-12  Jan  OGr).  Single  Pacific  Loons  were 
noted  on  the  Lafayette  R.,  Norfolk  3 Jan 
(RLAk)  and  at  Back  Bay  7 Feb  (RLAk,  JSp). 
Single  Red-necked  Grebes  visited  Ocean  City 
Inlet  28  Dec  0J>  DS,  DG),  Cape  Charles  har- 
bor, Northampton  1 Jan-20  Feb  (ESB,  GK), 
South  Pt.  23  Jan  (CBr),  C.B.B.T.  20  Feb  (BW 
et  al.),  and  Virginia  Beach  20  Feb  (ABa).  The 
Eared  Grebe  at  Piscataway  Park,  Prince 
George’s  continued  from  the  fall  through  6 
Dec  (m.ob.);  singles  were  at  Assateague  L, 
Worcester  16  Dec  (RG  et  al.).  Ocean  City  Inlet 
28  Dec-25  Jan  (Dan  Small  et  al),  and  Cris- 
held,  Somerset  15  Feb  QT-S).  A Western/ 
Clark’s  Grebe  was  an  excellent  find  at  Cape 
St.  Clair,  Anne  Antndel  during  the  Annapolis 
C.B.C.  3 Jan  (p.a.,  CS,  MBr).  Present  since  last 
winter,  an  American  White  Pelican  continued 
at  Blackwater  N.W.R.,  Dorchester,  MD 
through  the  season;  numbers  there  climbed 
from  7 to  15  birds  22-28  Feb  (m.ob.).  Virginia 
reports  included  8 birds  at  Chine.  3 Jan 
(RLAk,  ESB).  As  has  been  normal  in  recent 
years,  up  to  60  juv.  Brown  Pelicans  attempted 
to  winter  in  the  Bay  in  St.  Maiy’s  in  Dec;  once 
again,  the  cold  resulted  in  pelicans  requiring 
treatment  for  frostbite:  29  were  taken  into 
care  at  Tri-State  Bird  Rescue  & Research  (fide 
HTA). 

A Great  Cormorant  at  Ft.  Armistead,  Balti- 
more City,  MD  26  Jan  QGr)  was  surprising. 
Three  Anhingas  at  L.  Wright,  Virginia  Beach  31 
Dec  marked  the  5th  occurrence  for  the  Little 
Creek  C.B.C.,  all  in  the  past  three  decades.  A 
Tricolored  Heron  at  Deal  L,  Somerset  1 Feb 
(RG)  was  the  only  post-Dec  report  of  the 
species.  Rare  in  the  winter,  a Cattle  Egret  was 
at  Chine.  2 Jan  (GA,  FH),  and  2 were  at  Hick- 
ory Pt.,  Worcester  27  Dec  (MH).  The  imm. 
Wood  Stork  seen  at  False  Cape  S.P.,  Virginia 


Beach  26  Dec  (jrdejohn  Gal- 
legos) and  at  Back  Bay  27  Dec 
OSp)  was  found  dead  at  Back 
Bay  29  Dec  (fide  Paul  W. 
Sykes,  Jr.)  and  will  likely  be- 
come the  first  Virginia  speci- 
men. A Northern  Goshawk 
frequented  E.S.V.N.W.R,  17 
Jan  (ESB)  and  possibly  other 
dates.  A meticulously  de- 
scribed imm.  Broad-winged 
Hawk  was  an  exceptional 
winter  record  on  Fisherman 
Island  N.W.R.  for  the  30  Dec 
Cape  Charles  C.B.C.  (p.a., 
RLAn).  Single  Rough-legged 
Hawks  were  near  Smithfield, 
Isle  o/ Wight,  VA  27  Jan  (BC), 
at  Stuart’s  Draft,  Augusta 
through  the  winter  (BTe  et  al.),  and  near 
Daleville,  Botetourt,  VA  21  Feb  (KD,  MS, 
fide  MP). 

RAILS  THROUGH  PIPITS 

A fairly  rare  winter  resident  in  the  Region, 
mostly  in  the  outer  coastal  plain.  Common 
Moorhens  were  notable  at  Fairmount 
W.M.A.,  Somerset  27  Dec  QB  et  al.),  at  Ellis 
Bay  W.M.A.,  Wicomico,  MD  27-30  Dec  QB  et 
al.),  and  at  Island  Resort  Campground, 
Worcester  28-29  Dec  (MOB).  Single  Sandhill 
Cranes  were  at  Pt.  Lookout,  St.  Mary’s  12  Dec 
(KEC  et  al.)  and  at  Great  Oak  Pond,  Kent, 
MD  24-26  Dec  (RG  et  al.);  3 were  at  Ab- 
erdeen, Harford,  MD  12  Dec  (MJ);  4 were  at 
Back  Bay  31  Jan  QC);  but  35+  passing 
Beltsville,  Prirree  George’s  21  Jan  (F&ME)  was 
an  unprecedented  count  for  any  location  in 
the  Region.  A Semipalmated  Plover  wintered 
at  Castaway’s  Campground,  Worcester  28 
Dec-14  Feb  (m.ob.),  and  10  Western  Willets 
were  there  18  Dec,  and  one  remained 
through  the  season  (HTA  et  al.).  Not  quite 
annual  in  winter  in  Maryland,  a Red  Knot 
wsited  Ocean  City  Inlet,  Worcester  9-17  Jan 
OGr  et  al.).  Very  rare  away  from  the  immedi- 
ate coast  in  winter,  a Western  Sandpiper  was 
at  Fairmount  W.M.A.,  Somerset  21  Feb  (|LS, 
EB).  Though  regular  on  Poplar  I,  in  the  Bay, 
Purple  Sandpiper  is  otherwise  rare  in  Anne 
Arundel,  thus  2 at  Thomas  Pt.  3 Dec  and  5 at 
Herrington  Harbor  22-29  Dec  (Dan  Haas  et 
al.)  were  notable.  Seven  Dunlins  were  at  Fel- 
gates  Creek,  York,  VA  5 Feb  (BW). 

Gull  diversity  and  numbers  were  good  this 
winter.  An  imm.  Little  Gull  was  at  Rudee  In- 
let, Virginia  Beach  7 Feb  (RLAk,  JSp);  anoth- 
er was  at  Sparrow’s  Pt.,  Baltimore,  MD  7 Dec 
QH  et  al.).  Six  Black-headed  Gulls  was  a high 
total  for  the  Region:  one  was  at  Chincoteague 
29  Dec-1  Jan  (ph.  GA,  FH);  up  to  2 were  near 


Little  Creek  Inlet,  Norfolk  11-28  Feb  (m.ob., 
ph.  ABa,  KK);  and  Maryland  singles  were  at 
North  East,  Cecil  24  Dec  (SM),  Ocean  City  In- 
let, Worcester  25-30  Dec  (C&JK),  and  Upper 
Marlboro,  Prince  George’s  5-9  Feb  (FSh  et  al). 
A Thayer’s  Gull  was  at  Virginia  Beach  10  Jan, 
and  another  possible  ad.  was  at  Rudee  Inlet  9 
Feb  (ABa).  A first-cycle  Thayer’s  was  at  North 
East,  Cecil  21  Dec  (SM),  and  an  ad.  visited 
Conowingo,  Harford/Cecil  27  Dec  (EJS).  At 
least  20  Iceland  Gulls  were  noted  around  the 
Region  31  Dec+,  with  a high  count  of  3 at 
North  East,  Cecil  8 Jan  (SM).  A Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull  visited  Clarksville,  Howard  25-26 
Jan  QH  et  al.),  where  the  species  is  rare.  On 
the  Maryland  Eastern  Shore,  the  season’s  high 
count  of  8 at  Salisbury,  Wicomico  on  9 Jan  was 
typical  of  recent  winters.  An  ad.  Glaucous 
Gull  was  an  uncommon  sight  at  Rudee  Inlet, 
Virginia  Beach  15  Feb  (ph.  ABa).  A first-cycle 
Glaucous  was  in  Henrico,  VA  2-11  Feb  (AB); 
another  was  found  at  Hopewell  6 Dec  (ph. 
ABr).  Four  Glaucous  Gulls  were  reported  this 
season  from  three  Maryland  counties  and 
D.C.  Three  first-cycle  Black-legged  Kittiwakes 
were  at  the  C.B.B.T.  26  Dec  (RLAk,  RLAn, 
ESB).  In  Maryland,  a Black-legged  Kittiwake 
at  Ocean  City  Inlet,  Worcester  was  a nice  gift 
25  Dec  (ABai).  At  the  Prince  William,  VA 
landfill,  a first-cycle  Thayer’s,  an  ad.  and  a 
first-cycle  Iceland,  and  an  ad.  Glaucous  Gull 
X Herring  Gull  hybrid  were  documented  10 
Jan  (GA).  Undocumented  in  the  Region  be- 
tween earlyjan  and  late  Mar,  a Common  Tern 
was  described  at  Ocean  City  Inlet,  Worcester 
10  Jan  (SD  et  al.).  A Dovekie  at  Ocean  City 
Inlet  provided  a rare  from-shore  record  28 
Dec  OJ  et  al.);  another  was  there  17  Jan  (ML 
et  al.).  Two  Razorbills  were  off  Back  Bay  26 
Jan  (RLAk,  DH),  and  a large  unidentified  al- 
cid  was  seen  from  Ft.  Story,  Virginia  Beach  7 
Feb  (RLAk,  JSp).  After  several  years  with 
multiple  reports,  the  only  winter  Razorbill  re- 
port from  Maryland  came  from  Ocean  City 
Inlet  24  Feb  (RG). 

A White-winged  Dove  was  a one-day  won- 
der in  Chesapeake,  VA  20  Dec  (ph.  KK).  Fe- 
male Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds  visited 
Cape  Charles,  Northampton  27-30  Dec  and  8- 
12  Jan  (ESB);  a female  in  Virginia  Beach  24 
Dec-10  Feb  was  joined  by  a male  6 Jan-10 
Feb  (ph.  DS);  and  2 females  were  in  Sand- 
bridge,  Virginia  Beach  Nov+  (ph.  KK).  A 
probable  ad.  female  Rufous  Hummingbird 
(fide  BPe)  was  in  Richmond  late  Jan-t-  (B&CO, 
fide  JF),  and  a confirmed  imm.  female  Rufous 
Hummingbird  was  banded  at  Lynchburg,  VA 
6 Dec,  last  seen  12  Dec  (BPe,  fide  TDa).  The 
Center  for  Conservation  Biology  and  The  Na- 
ture Conservancy  completed  their  annual 
winter  survey  of  Red-cockaded  Woodpeckers 
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This  adult  Harris's  Sparrow  was  an  excellent  find  in  Rockbridge  County,  Virginia  30 
December  2009  through  3 (here  1 ) January  2010.  The  bird  frequented  a cattle  feed- 
lot  and  adjacent  hedgerows,  often  associating  with  White-crowned  Sparrows.  Pho- 
tograph by  David  Shock 


at  the  Piney  Grove  Preserve  in  Sussex,  VA  in 
mid-Dec.  A record-high  41  were  noted  in 
eight  clusters,  an  increase  from  the  31  birds  in 
seven  clusters  reported  last  winter.  The 
newest  cluster  is  using  artificial  cavities  in- 
stalled on  this  Nature  Conservancy  property. 
Five  of  the  eight  existing  clusters  at  Piney 
Grove  were  established  with  the  aid  of  artifi- 
cial cavities. 

Two  Ash-throated  Flycatchers  were  found 
together  off  Burton  Station  Rd.  in  Virginia 
Beach  on  the  Little  Creek  C.B.C.  31  Dec  (EE, 
AW),  the  2nd  count  record  and  first  report  of 
multiples  in  the  Region.  Both  birds  were  re- 
ported through  16  Jan  (RLAk,  ABa,  NE;  ph. 
JL,  JSp,  LW),  and  one  bird  remained  through 
29  Jan  (ESB).  A Loggerhead  Shrike  visited 
Hagerstown,  Washington,  MD  10  Jan-h  (BL  et 
al);  the  species  remains  rare  in  Maryland, 
though  the  area  near  Hagerstown  has  yielded 
most  recent  records.  The  Northern  Shrike  at 
Chino  Farms,  Queen  Anne’s  continued  from 
the  fall  season,  the  3rd  winter  at  this  location 
(DS  et  al.).  A Warbling  Vireo  photographed 
at  Ellicott  City,  Howard  15  Dec  (p.a.,  JCu)  rep- 
resents an  extraordinary  winter  record;  like 
the  fall  2009  record  from  Virginia,  it  is  possi- 
ble that  this  bird  was  of  a w.  subspecies.  Less 
than  annual  in  winter  in  Maryland,  Blue- 
headed Vireos  were  seen  27  Dec  on  the  Cris- 
field  C.B.C.  (SA)  and  at  Purnell  Crossing, 
Wicomico  31  Jan  (RG).  Though  the  species 
has  become  regular  along  the  fall  line,  a Com- 
mon Raven  at  Davidsonville  Park,  Anne  Arun- 
del 28  Jan  (HH,  JLS)  was  well  onto  the 
Coastal  Plain.  The  season’s  sole  Cave  Swallow 
was  at  the  C.B.B.T.  5 Dec  (RB,  AB).  Red- 
breasted Nuthatches  were  scarce  this  winter. 
Unusual  on  the  Piedmont,  single  House 
Wrens  were  notable  at  Cromwell  Valley  Park, 
Baltimore  3 Dec  (PL)  and  Meadowbrook  Park, 
Howard  12  Dec  OW).  A stunning  ad.  male 
Varied  Thrush  was  the  bird  of  the  season  in 
Virginia,  visiting  a Herndon,  Fairfax  yard  5 
Feb-i-  (M&SB,  ph.  BTe,  GF,  CSw,  m.ob.),  just 
the  5th  Piedmont  and  12th  state  record;  many 
hundreds  of  visitors  enjoyed  this  bird  during 
its  stay,  thanks  to  the  hospitality  of  the  Ber- 
shaders.  Likely  pushed  toward  the  coast  by 
heavy  snows  inland  and  to  the  north,  a high 
count  of  726  American  Pipits  on  the 
Williamsburg  C.B.C.  shattered  the  1989 
record  of  87  there. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Notable  records  of  Orange-crowned  Warbler 
included  3 birds  that  remained  from  the  fall  at 
Anacostia  Park,  D.C.  through  12  Jan  (m.ob.); 
one  at  Ft.  Foote,  Prince  George’s  2 Jan  (DSt); 
and  2 at  Pt.  Lookout,  St.  Mary’s  28  Jan  OLS). 
With  only  about  15  winter  records  for  the 


state,  a Nashville  Warbler  at 
Sandbridge  31  Dec  QSp)  was 
an  excellent  find.  A Northern 
Parula  lingered  at  Hopewell, 

VA  through  12  Dec  (ph. 

ABr).  With  only  six  winter 
records  for  Virginia  Pied- 
mont, a Cape  May  Warbler 
visiting  Charlottesville,  VA 
6-15  Jan  (ph.  DSh)  was  un- 
expected; another  was  at 
Pickering  Creek,  Talbot  15 
Jan  QLS,  RFR).  A Yellow- 
throated  Warbler  wintered  at 
Indian  Head,  Charles,  MD  5 
Dec-i-  for  the  5th  year  at  this 
location;  another  visited  a 
Newport  News,  VA  feeder 
11-12  Jan  (BG,  fide  BF).  Two 
Black-and-white  Warblers 
were  found  27  Dec  on  the  Crisfield  C.B.C. 
(fide  PB),  Maryland’s  first  winter  report  in 
many  years.  Unusual  on  the  Piedmont,  single 
Common  Yellowthroat  were  at  Blue  Marsh, 
Montgomery  11  Dec  (MBo),  at  Schooley  Mill 
Park,  Howard  12  Dec  (NM),  and  at  Hughes 
Hollow,  Montgomery  11  Jan  QGr). 

An  ad.  male  Western  Tanager  frequented  a 
feeder  in  Settler’s  Mill,  James  City,  VA  25  Jan+ 
(ph.  BW),  likely  the  same  individual  as  seen 
there  last  year.  Another  was  reported  from 
James  City  early-mid-Jan  (P&SF).  The  sea- 
son’s heavy  snow  drove  a large-scale  move- 
ment of  American  Tree  Sparrows  onto  Mary- 
land’s Coastal  Plain.  Single  American  Tree 
Sparrows  were  noted  late  Dec-early  Feb;  and 
multiple  birds  became  more  common  after 
mid-Feb.  An  American  Tree  Sparrow,  rare  so 
far  s.  in  Virginia,  visited  a feeder  in  Chester- 
field 20  Feb  (RS,  WE).  Rarely  recorded  in 
Maryland  away  from  the  lower  Eastern 
Shore,  Vesper  Sparrows  were  surprising  finds 
at  Ridgely  Caroline  24  Dec  (BH),  Pickering 
Creek,  Talbot  1 Dec-12  Jan  (TD),  and  Harney, 
Frederick  13  Feb  (EB).  Three  Vesper  Spar- 
rows visited  Sudlersville,  Queen  Anne’s  1 Feb 
QGr),  and  in  Virginia,  one  was  a nice  find  in 
a snowy  field  in  Charles  City  20  Dec  (ph. 
ABr).  Thirteen  Ipswich  Sparrows  were  tallied 
on  the  30  Dec  Cape  Charles  C.B.C.,  11  of 
these  on  Smith  1.  (fide  HTA).  Two  Lark  Spar- 
rows in  Cape  Charles  at  Bay  Creek,  an  ad. 
and  an  imm.,  were  the  first  ever  recorded  on 
that  long-running  C.B.C.  (NF,  TS;  ph.  ESB); 
the  imm.  remained  through  at  least  20  Eeb 
(GK).  Single  Lincoln’s  Sparrows  were  at  Dis- 
mal Swamp  N.W.R.,  Chesapeake/Suffolk,  VA 
2 & 17  Dec  (NF);  on  the  Salisbury  C.B.C., 
Somerset  20  Dec  (fide  RG);  and  at  Greenbury 
Pt.,  Anne  Arundel  10  Jan  (FM).  With  only 
about  10  records  in  the  Virginia  Mountains  6ir 


Valleys  region,  an  ad.  Harris’s  Sparrow  was 
an  excellent  find  at  Rockbridge,  VA  30  Dec-3 
Jan  (ph.  AMe,  BTe).  A well-described  imm. 
Gambel’s  White-crowned  Sparrow  was  at 
Pickering  Creek,  Talbot  18  Dec  (ZB);  an  ad. 
was  photographed  at  Ellicott  City,  Howard 
25-26  Dec  QCit). 

Above-average  numbers  of  Lapland 
Longspur  were  noted  in  Maryland,  with  a 
high  count  of  20  in  Talbot.  Eewer  visited  Vir- 
ginia, though  a single  was  seen  following  the 
snowstorm  at  Simpkins,  Nor  thampton  20  Jan 
(ESB),  and  up  to  2 were  repeatedly  seen  in 
Rockirrgharn,  VA  6-15  Feb  (MSh)  with  a large 
Horned  Lark  flock.  Snow  Bunting  reports 
were  also  above  average  in  Maryland  but  not 
Virginia.  One  in  Rockirrgharn  5 Jan  was  a nice 
C.B.C.  find  (BBe,  RP  et  al);  another  was  at 
Windmill  Pt.,  Lancaster,  VA  16  Jan  (AB).  Sin- 
gle Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were  very  sur- 
prising visitors  at  feeders  in  w.  Loudoun,  VA  3 
Jan  (ph.  Liam  McGranaghan,  Jtdc  JC)  and  in 
Delmar,  Wicorrrico  15-17  Feb  (CSt).  Painted 
Buntings  were  widely  documented  in  Vir- 
ginia, beginning  with  a female  in  Cape 
Charles,  Northampton  1 Dec-20  Feb  (ESB).  A 
Chesapeake,  VA  feeder  attracted  a green  bird 
20  Dec,  then  a male  16  Jan  (ph.  KK).  A Vir- 
ginia Beach  feeder  that  hosted  2 last  winter 
again  attracted  an  ad.  male  and  green- 
plumaged  bird  5-15  Jan  (Nfi  ph.  RLAk),  2 
green  birds  17  Jan  (EE),  and  a single  green 
one  20  Feb+  (GK  et  al).  A green  bunting  not 
tied  to  a feeder  was  at  Northside  Park  in  n. 
Norfolk  23  Jan  (ABa,  FD),  and  an  ad.  male 
was  at  a Kingsmill,  James  City  feeder  17 
Dec-14  Feb  (ph.  SDe,  BW).  Finally,  an  ad. 
male  attended  a feeder  in  Bowie,  Prince 
George’s  10  Feb+  (DP  et  al).  A rare  winter  vis- 
itor, an  ad.  Dickcissel  was  notable  at  Picker- 
ing Creek,  Talbot  18  Dec  (ZB). 
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The  highest  Rusty  Blackbird  count  was  85 
birds  at  the  Newport  News,  VA  C.B.C.  19 
Dec.  A Brewer’s  Blackbird  on  the  Nanse- 
niond  River  C.B.C.  3 Jan  (AW)  was  a first  for 
that  count;  2 were  studied  on  the  29  Dec 
Back  Bay  C.B.C.  (HTA),  on  the  refuge  itself 
rather  than  around  livestock  on  the  Back  Bay 
w.  shore,  where  a flock  was  often  seen  in  the 
1990s.  In  Maryland,  a male  Brewer’s  was  at 
Willards,  Wicomico  29  Dec  (SA,  KGr).  A 
male  Boat-tailed  Crackle  at  Felgates  Creek, 
York  5 Feb  (BW)  reset  the  local  early  date  by 
20  days.  Baltimore  Orioles  were  widespread, 
with  more  than  15  reports  from  across  the 
Region,  including  several  well  inland,  where 
the  species  is  less  regular  in  the  winter.  A 
Baltimore  Oriole  at  Weyer’s  Cave,  Augusta  5- 
20  Dec  (SG,  ph.  AL)  was  especially  notable, 
and  the  westernmost  Maryland  record  was  a 
Baltimore  found  freshly  dead  at  Silver 
Spring,  Montgomery  19  Jan  (NK).  Irruptive 
winter  finches  were  conspicuously  absent 
this  winter.  An  Evening  Grosbeak  in  Halifax, 
VA  21  Dec  QB!)  and  another  at  Layhill  Park, 
Montgomery,  MD  31  Jan  (DGe)  were  the  sea- 
son’s only  reports. 


Corrigendum:  In  the  summer  2009  report, 
the  White-faced  Ibis  at  Chincoteague  listed  as 
having  been  seen  7 & 13  Jun  was  in  fact  seen 
7 Jun  and  13  Jul. 
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The  season  began  with  an  extremely  wet 
December:  portions  of  Georgia  and 
South  Carolina  were  fiooded,  and  ex- 
ceptionally heavy  snow  and  ice  events  affect- 
ed western  North  Carolina.  But  the  New  Year 
quickly  ushered  in  a theme  that  would  come 
to  dominate  the  rest  of  winter:  COLD.  Ex- 
treme cold.  Huge  Arctic  air  masses  penetrated 
deep  into  the  Southeast  and  remained  in  place 
for  clays.  There  were  record-breaking  low 
temperatures  across  the  Region.  But  even 
more  anomalous  was  the  lack  of  daytime 


warmth:  record-low  maximum  temperatures 
were  logged  at  hundreds  of  weather  stations, 
some  on  consecutive  days.  Along  with  the 
cold  came  impressive  snowfall  events.  Not 
only  did  the  southern  Appalachians  receive 
large  accumulations  but  a mid-Eebruary 
event  dumped  20  cm  of  snow  in  a swath  from 
central  Georgia  through  South  Carolina. 

Again  this  winter,  birders  found  numerous 
birds  that  “just  shouldn’t  be  here”  in  the  cold- 
er months.  Despite  the  bone-chilling  weather, 
there  were  mid-winter 
records  of  species  not 
even  considered  semi- 
hardy: Bell’s  Vireo, 

Swainson’s  Thrush, 

Scarlet  Tanager,  and 
more.  Indeed,  some 
birders  echoed  the  sen- 
timents of  last  winter’s 
Changing  Seasons  es- 
say, wondering  whether 
we  may  “soon  lose  the 
capacity  to  be  amazed 
by  winter  contrarians 
altogether.”  Amaze- 
ment was  not  in  short 
supply,  however,  for  the 


observers  who  studied  the  adult  Ivory  Gull 
that  spent  five  days  in  Georgia  before  perish- 
ing, representing  the  southernmost  record  in 
North  America. 

Abbreviations:  A.’W.M.A.  (Altamaha  Water- 
fowl  Management  Area,  a portion  of  Altama- 
ha W.M.A.,  McIntosh,  GA);  L.W.EG.  (Lake 
Walter  E George,  Clay,  GA);  M.W.S.  (Mid- 
winter Waterbird  Survey,  coastal  Georgia,  6 
Feb);  S.S.S.  (Savannah  Spoil  Site,  Jasper,  SC). 


Very  rarely  encountered  in  the  western  North  Atlantic  in  midwinter,  this  Sooty  Shearwater 
was  found  off  Hatteras,  North  Carolina  20  February  2010.  Photograph  by  Jeff  Pippen. 
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An  extraordinary  and  unprecedented  discovery  for  the  Southeast,  this  adult  Ivory  Gull  lingered  from  25  through  29  (here  26)  January  201 0 at  West  Point  Dam,  Georgia;  on  the  last  date,  the 
bird  succumbed,  its  death  attributed  to  a fungal  infection  in  its  lungs.  It  was  determined  to  be  a male,  and  the  specimen  was  sent  to  Georgia  Museum  of  Natural  History.  Photographs  by  Ed 
Schneider  (right)  and  Walt  Chambers. 


WATERFOWL  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

The  stronghold  of  Black-bellied  Whistling- 
Ducks  in  the  Region  remains  at  A.W.M.A.,  ev- 
idenced by  52  tallied  there  9 Jan  (B&DZ,  LG); 
more  surprising  was  a Fulvous  Whistling- 
Duck  at  Santee  Coastal  Reserve,  SC  19  Dec 
(BP,  DR).  Among  numerous  reports  of  Ross’s 
Goose  was  a high  count  of  5 at  Pocosin  Lakes 
N.W.R.,  NC  12-14  Jan  (RD,  DC);  all  Brant 
sightings  came  from  the  Carolinas,  where  the 
high  count  of  253  was  recorded  on  the  Hat- 
teras,  NC  C.B.C.  27  Dec  (fide  PM);  there  were 
five  reports  of  Cackling  Geese,  all  in  North 
Carolina.  Two  Mute  Swans  continued  at  Pea 
Island  N.W.R.  through  10  Dec  (BB  et  al),  and 
one  was  seen  flying  high  over  the  ocean  off  Ft. 
Fisher,  NC  3 Jan  (RD).  A Tundra  Swan  was  a 
popular  visitor  in  Floyd,  GA  13  Jan-7  Mar  QD, 
m.ob.).  Rare  but  regular  in  North  Carolina, 
Eurasian  Wigeons  were  recorded  in  average 
numbers  this  winter;  one  was  present  for  a 
2nd  consecutive  year  during  the  Winyah  Bay, 
SC  C.B.C.  17  Dec  (fide  LG).  A pair  of  Mottled 
Ducks  was  present  for  a 3rd  winter  at  Sunset 
Beach,  NC  (MM  et  ah),  and  one  was  in  Boiling 
Spring  Lakes,  NC  23  Jan  (CM,  HS);  studies  in 
Georgia  indicate  that  the  population  there  has 
increased  to  about  300,  primarily  in  and 
around  A.W.M.A.  (GBa).  Genetic  analysis  in- 
dicates that  they  are  very  closely  related  to  in- 
troduced South  Carolina  populations,  and 
that  the  Georgia  birds  are  a natural  expansion 
from  that  state  (GBa).  A female  King  Eider 
joined  2 Common  Eiders  at  Atlantic  Beach, 
NC  during  the  Morehead  City  C.B.C.  20  Dec 
(RD).  The  fall  influx  of  Common  Eiders  in- 
creased in  winter;  among  at  least  15  locations 
hosting  birds  (mostly  jetties  and  piers)  were 
high  counts  of  9 on  the  Winyah  Bay,  SC  C.B.C. 
17  Dec  (fide  LG);  7 at  Murrells  Inlet,  SC  21 
Feb  (SC);  and  the  southernmost  record  of  2-5 
at  Sea  L,  GA  throughout  the  period  (m.ob.).  A 
male  Harlequin  Duck  (and  possibly  a 2nd) 
was  seen  sporadically  at  Oregon  Inlet,  NC  6- 


29  Dec  Q.  Lewis,  m.ob.). 

Though  still  considered 
rare,  Pacific  Loons  likely  win- 
ter in  the  ne.  reaches  of  the  Re- 
gion annually,  particularly  off- 
shore: one  was  detected  on  the 
New  Bern,  NC  C.B.C.  14  Dec 
(fide  BH);  3 were  spotted  from 
the  beach  during  the  Wilming- 
ton, NC  C.B.C.  3 Jan  (DC); 
and  one  was  at  Ft.  Fisher,  NC 
9 Jan-3  Feb  (SaC,  m.ob.). 

Most  noteworthy  out  of  five 
sightings  of  Red-necked 
Grebes  were  singles  on  L.  Norman,  NC  14 
Jan-14  Feb  (KM,  m.ob.)  and  on  the  Savan- 
nah, GA  C.B.C.  2 Jan  (fide  GB).  A pair  of 
Aechmophonis  grebes  spent  time  on  L.  Brandt 
and  L.  Townsend,  NC  6-22  Dec  (H&EL,  GW, 
m.ob.);  one  was  clearly  a Western  Grebe, 
while  the  other  showed  signs  of  hybridization 
with  Clark’s;  one  Western  was  detected  on  the 
Southport-Bald  Head-Oak  Is.,  NC  C.B.C.  3 
Jan  (fide  MJ). 

A Northern  Fulmar  was  noted  off  Hatteras, 
NC  14  Feb  (BPI).  Two  species  rarely  encoun- 
tered in  the  w.  North  Atlantic  in  winter,  a 
Greater  Shearwater  was  off  Hatteras  5 Feb, 
and  a Sooty  Shearwater  was  there  20  Feb 
(BPI);  there  were  four  records  of  Manx  Shear- 
water, all  off  Hatteras,  where  the  species  is 
regular  in  winter.  Notable  among  seven  re- 
ports of  Great  Cormorant  was  one  inland  at 
L.W.FG.  6 Dec  (P&CK)  and  27  Feb  (WC) 
and  a high  count  of  11  on  the  Wilmington, 
NC  C.B.C.  2 Jan  (fide  SaC).  A Least  Bittern 
was  out  of  season  at  the  Spring  Creek  Im- 
poundment Ponds,  NC  6 Jan  (DB,  AW,  ph. 
AG),  as  were  3 at  Savannah  N.W.R.,  SC  9 Jan 
(MMa,  JDW).  Continuing  a decade-long 
trend  were  wintering  Reddish  Egrets  along 
the  coast:  there  were  five  reports  in  total,  from 
all  three  states.  Now  established  as  permanent 
residents  in  Georgia,  Roseate  Spoonbills  in 


Two  Aechmophorus  grebes  were  present  on  Lake  Brandt,  North  Carolina  6-22 
(here  16)  December  2009.  One  (left)  was  a typical  Western  Grebe,  while  the  other 
showed  signs  of  hybridization  with  Clark's  Grebe.  Photograph  by  Henry  Link. 


This  Franklin's  Gull  off  St.  Catherine's  Island  19  December 
2009  represented  the  first  winter  record  for  Georgia.  Photo- 
graph by  Roger  Clark. 

winter  are  scarce  but  no  longer  considered  ac- 
cidental: 12  were  at  Jekyll  1.  21  Dec  (TK  et 
ah),  and  16  were  recorded  on  the  Glynn 
C.B.C.  2 Jan  (fide  GB).  Wood  Storks  remained 
throughout  the  period  across  the  Region,  with 
scattered  records  in  both  Carolinas  and  a high 
state  C.B.C.  total  of  547  in  Georgia.  When 
considered  together  with  ever-increasing 
numbers  of  other  species  in  recent  years  (Cat- 
tle Egret,  Green  Heron,  Yellow-crowned 
Night-Heron),  all  of  these  winter  waders  seem 
to  be  telling  us  something  about  the  Region’s 
climate:  perhaps  they  find  it  more  hospitable 
than  it  once  was? 

A Northern  Goshawk  was  spotted  at 
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Providing  the  state's  first  record  was  this  well-photographed  adult  California  Gull  in 
Horry  County,  South  Carolina  5 (here)  through  18  January  2010.  Photograph  by  Chris  Hill. 


This  adult  Thayer's  Gull  was  photographed  off  Hatteras,  North  Carolina  20  February 
2010;  although  the  species  was  reported  almost  annually  in  the  state  in  the  1990s, 
fewer  have  been  reported  in  the  2000s.  Photograph  byJeffPippen. 


This  female  Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  captured  in  Lamar  County,  Georgia  5 December 
2009  had  been  banded  the  previous  fall  in  Ontario.  Photograph  by  Tracey  Muise. 

Pocosin  Lakes  N.W.R.,  NC  4 Feb  (R&SB); 
this  is  the  3rd  record  in  the  area  in  the  past 
eight  years.  Remarkably,  there  were  again 
winter  reports  of  Broad-winged  Hawks  in  the 
Region:  on  the  New  River,  NC  C.B.C.  30  Dec 


CRANES 

THROUGH  ALCIDS 

A Whooping  Crane  in  a 
southbound  group  of 
Sandhill  Cranes  was  spot- 
ted by  observers  at  two 
locations  over  Atlanta, 
GA  10  Dec  (SB,  JS).  A 
Snowy  Plover  was  on  Ki- 
awah  I.,  SC  15  Dec-early 
Jan  (AGi);  interestingly, 
this  location  has  hosted 
the  species  several  times 
in  recent  years.  Piping 
Plover  numbers  were 
down  Regionwide;  67  tal- 
lied on  the  M.W.S.  was 
less  than  half  of  average. 
While  5 Black-necked 
Stilts  at  the  S.S.S.  3 Dec 
(SCa)  provided  a rare 
winter  record,  the  high 
count  of  831  American 
Avocets  there  the  same 
day  was  not  so  unusual; 
by  far,  the  S.S.S.  hosts  the 
largest  numbers  of  this 
species  in  the  Region 
(SCa).  Scarce  but  annual. 
Long-billed  Curlews  were 
reported  in  all  three 
states.  A significant  s. 
movement  of  Purple 
Sandpipers  was  indicated 
by  several  impressive 
records:  51  at  Wrights- 
ville  Beach,  NC  3 Jan  (vt. 
SW);  35  at  Sullivan’s  L, 
SC  24  Jan  (HC);  and  37 
during  the  M.W.S.  on  the 
jetties  of  Cumberland  1. 
at  the  border  with  Flori- 
da. An  excellent  hnd  for  midwinter  was  a Stilt 
Sandpiper  on  the  Mattamuskeet  N.W.R.,  NC 
C.B.C.  29  Dec  {fide  AB),  while  164  were  at  the 
S.S.S.  3 Dec  (SCa),  an  annual  wintering  site. 
Extremely  rare  for  the  season  was  a Wilson’s 


(RM  et  al.)  and  on  the 
nearby  Mount  Jefferson, 
NC  C.B.C.  3 Jan  (PD); 
these  sightings  could  per- 
tain to  the  same  individ- 
ual, An  ad.  Krider’s  Red- 
tailed Hawk  was  present 
for  a 2nd  year  in  Carteret, 
NC  29  Jan+  OF  et  ^l.). 
Only  one  Rough-legged 
Hawk  was  reported,  at 
Alligator  River  N.W.R., 
NC  4 Feb  (R&SB). 


Phalarope  found  during  tbe  Soutbport-Bald 
Head-Oak  Is.,  NC  C.B.C.  3 Jan  (tBS,  JV).  Red 
Phalaropes  were  noted  offshore  throughout 
the  Region,  with  a high  count  of  307  off  Hat- 
teras, NC  27  Jan  (BPI). 

Single  Black-legged  Kittiwakes  were  off 
Hatteras,  NC  6 & 14  Feb  (BPI),  while  a Black- 
headed Gull  at  Mattamuskeet  N.W.R.,  NC  28 
Dec  (ph.  K&JB)  was  possibly  the  same  indi- 
vidual from  previous  years.  There  were  eight 
reports  of  Little  Gulls,  expectedly  all  from  ne. 
North  Carolina,  with  an  impressive  high 
count  of  8 off  Hatteras  14  Feb  (BPI).  Extreme- 
ly rare  in  the  South  Atlantic  Bight  in  winter,  a 
Franklin’s  Gull  at  Cumberland  L,  GA  19  Dec 
(ph.  RCl)  provided  hrst  winter  and  C.B.C. 
records  for  that  state.  A California  Gull  in 
Horry,  SC  5-18  Jan  (ph.  CH,  m.ob.)  provided 
a hrst  state  record,  and  Georgia’s  2nd  was  at 
L.W.FG.  29  Jan  (ph.  WC).  Others  were  off 
Hatteras,  NC  27  Jan  (BPI)  and  at  Buxton,  NC 
15  Feb  (BPI,  SH,  KP).  An  ad.  Thayer’s  Gull 
came  in  for  close  examination  during  a pelag- 
ic trip  off  Hatteras,  NC  20  Feb  (BPI,  ph.  JSP); 
the  state  also  hosted  at  least  3 Iceland  Gulls. 
An  imm.  Glaucous  Gull  was  an  excellent  hnd 
on  Tybee  L,  GA  18  Jan  (SW,  ph.  EM).  Great 
Skuas  detected  off  Hatteras,  NC  included  one 
on  5 Feb  and  2 on  both  8 & 14  Feb  (BPI).  Sel- 
dom found  in  the  Region  in  midwinter,  a Po- 
marine  Jaeger  was  observed  during  the  Kitty 
Hawk,  NC  C.B.C.  19  Dec;  among  several  re- 
ports of  Parasitic  Jaegers  was  a notable  high 
count  of  5 during  the  same  count  (both  RD). 

Six  reports  of  Dovekie  in  the  Carolinas  in- 
cluded a high  count  of  39  off  Hatteras,  NC  14 
Feb  (BPI).  A Thick-billed  Murre  was  pho- 
tographed off  Hatteras  13  Feb  (ph.  SNGH). 
During  an  intense  winter  storm,  hights  of  Ra- 
zorbills were  observed  from  shore  in  coastal 
North  Carolina,  including  750-r  at  Atlantic 
Beach  29  Jan  (RD,  HL  et  al.)  and  513  at  Cape 
Hatteras  2 Feb  (RD);  these  numbers  are  sig- 
nihcant,  but  flights  in  the  many  thousands 
have  been  recorded  at  Hatteras  1.  in  several  re- 
cent winters.  Erratic  but  perhaps  annual  in 
Georgia,  4 Razorbills  were  off  Tybee  1.  15  Jan 

r A The  avian  highlight  of  the  season,  an  ad.  male 
3oivor^  Gull  was  present  at  West  Point  Dam,  Troup, 
GA  25-29  Jan  (WC,  m.ob.);  this  location  is  just  n.  of  the 
town  of  West  Point,  GA,  very  near  the  border  with  Ala- 
bama, and  indeed  the  bird  was  also  eventually  seen  in  Al- 
abama. On  the  last  day  of  its  stay,  the  bird  was  found 
moribund;  the  specimen  was  sent  to  the  Georgia  Museum 
of  Natural  History.  During  winter  2009-2010,  the  species 
staged  a massive  flight  into  coastal  waters  of  Labrador 
and  Newfoundland,  with  stragglers  reported  s.  to  New 
England,  New  Jersey,  and  the  Great  Lakes.  The  Georgia 
specimen  documents  the  southernmost  record  of  this 
High  Arctic  species  anywhere. 
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(DV  et  al.),  and  100  were  offshore  near 
Brunswick  10  Feb  (CG,  MD).  Eight  Atlantic 
Puffins  were  observed  off  Hatteras,  NC  5 Feb, 
where  one  was  present  13  Feb  (BPl). 

DOVES  THROUGH  THRUSHES 

A White-winged  Dove  visited  feeders  in 
Wilmington,  NC  from  mid-  through  late  Dec 
(B&MJ);  2 were  recorded  on  the  Lowcountry, 
SC  C.B.C.  19  Dec  (KS);  and  one  was  in 
Darien,  McIntosh,  GA  14  Feb-8  Mar  (fide 
DCo,  m.ob.).  Though  present  annually. 
Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  are  difficult  to  de- 
tect: a female  captured  in  Lamar,  GA  5 Dec 
(CM)  bore  a band  from  Eels  L.,  ON,  where  it 
had  been  banded  22  Oct  2009;  one  was  heard 
on  the  Lower  Saluda,  SC  C.B.C.  22  Dec  (fide 
JG);  and  one  was  at  Alligator  River  N.W.R., 
NC  30  Dec  (AB).  Eour  rare-in-winter  Whip- 
poor-wills  were  recorded  on  Georgia  C.B.C. s 
(fide  GB);  one  was  at  the  S.S.S.  30  Dec  (SCa). 

The  most  exciting  among  winter  hummers 
was  a female  Buff-bellied  Hummingbird  pres- 
ent at  feeders  on  St.  Simons  I.,  GA  2-29  Jan 
(R&MA,  m.ob.),  providing  the  state’s  2nd 
record.  All  three  states  hosted  good  numbers 
of  Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds  (the  vast 
majority  near  the  coast).  Surprisingly,  all  4 
Black-chinned  Hummingbirds  were  detected 
in  South  Carolina  (DCu).  As  usual.  Rufous 
Hummingbirds  were  reported  from  across  the 
Region.  A Vermilion  Flycatcher  was  a nice 
find  on  the  Albany,  GA  C.B.C,  2 Jan  (fide 
GB).  Ash-throated  Flycatchers  appear  to  be 
established  as  rare  annual  fall/winter  visitors 
to  far  s.  and  e.  reaches  of  the  Region:  one  was 
at  L.  Mattamuskeet,  NC  6-29  Dec  (ph.  AG, 
m.ob.),  and  one  at  Okefenokee  N.W.R.,  GA 
27  Dec  provided  the  state’s  3rd  C.B.C.  record 
(ShWi,  ph.  RR).  About  average  were  four  re- 
ports of  Western  Kingbird,  but  very  unusual 
for  the  season  was  a Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher 
in  Clayton,  GA  5-6  Dec  (TW,  m.ob.). 

A Loggerhead  Shrike  at  Hatteras  village, 
NC  27-31  Dec  O^Sp,  HA,  m.ob.)  was  an  ex- 
treme rarity  for  the  outer  coast  there;  the  most 
recent  report  of  the  species  for  this  well-birded 
island  was  in  1985.  A Bell’s  Vireo  at  L.  Matta- 
muskeet, NC  27-30  Dec  (ph.  AB,  m.ob.)  pro- 
vided one  of  few  late  Dec  records  n.  of  the  Gulf 
Coast  states.  All  six  reports  of  Cave  Swallows 
came  from  the  Carolinas,  where  notable 
counts  included  15  on  Edisto  L,  SC  11  Dec 
(DA)  and  8 at  both  Sunset  Beach,  NC  11  Dec 
(CM,  HS)  and  Huntington  Beach  S.P,  SC  12 
Dec  (SSM).  A Swainson’s  Thrush  on  St.  Simons 
L,  GA  23  Dec-2  Jan  (ph.  DS)  provided  a very 
rare  U.S.  winter  record.  An  event  noted  in  sev- 
eral e.  and  s.  Atlantic  states  was  an  extraordi- 
nary influx  of  Varied  Thrushes;  an  ad.  male  in 
Chalybeate  Springs,  NC  2 Jan  (ph.  A&BD) 


may  have  been  the  same  in- 
dividual found  moribund 
in  nearby  Angier,  NC  30 
Jan  (fide  BeDe);  an  ad.  male 
was  at  a feeder  in  Fletcher, 
NC  1 Feb  (ph.  L&CG);  a 
juv.  was  seen  in  Mebane, 
NC  13-14  Feb  (SWe, 
m.ob.);  and  one  flocked 
with  American  Robins  in 
Columbia,  SC  15  Feb  (CE). 


WARBLERS 
THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Tennessee  Warbler  was 
recorded  on  the  St.  Cather- 
ines L,  GA  C.B.C,  19  Dec 
(fide  GB).  Nashville  War- 
blers were  present  in  high- 
er-than-average  numbers, 
including  singles  in  Cum- 
berland, NC  4 Dec  (BB);  on 
the  Cumberland  L,  GA 
C.B.C.  19  Dec  (fide  GB);  at 
Charlotte,  NC  19  Jan  (TS); 
and  in  Richmond,  GA  29 
Jan-7  Mar  (BD,  CW,  ph. 

LS).  Representing  the  Re- 
gion’s 2nd  ever  and  first 
photographically  docu- 
mented record  was  a coop- 
erative Virginia’s  Warbler 
that  wintered  at  a resi- 
dence in  Valdosta,  Lown- 
des, GA  15  Jan+  (J&KS, 
m.ob.).  There  were  three  reports  of 
Northern  Parula,  and  a Yellow 
Warbler  was  at  L.  Mattamuskeet, 
NC  29  Dec  (ph.  AB),  where  the 
species  has  been  recorded  in  Dec 
previously.  A Black-throated  Blue 
Warbler  on  the  Cumberland  L,  GA 
C.B.C.  19  Dec  furnished  only  the 
state’s  6th  winter  record  (fide  GB); 
even  more  remarkable  were  three 
records  of  Black-throated  Green 
Warbler:  at  Columbia,  SC  for  a 2nd 
consecutive  winter  4 Dec  and  5 Jan 
(JGr);  on  the  Pee  Dee  Area,  SC 
C.B.C.  20  Dec  (fide  DMc);  and  on 
Roanoke  L,  NC  28  Jan  (J.  Lewis). 
Ovenbirds  commonly  winter  at 
Buxton,  NC:  a high  count  of  16 
was  exemplary  on  the  Cape  Hat- 
teras C.B.C.  27  Dec  (fide  PM).  The 
total  of  87  Black-and-white  War- 
blers tied  Georgia’s  C.B.C.  high 
count,  but  an  American  Redstart 
near  Savannah,  GA  2 Jan  represent- 
ed only  the  4th  state  C.B.C.  record 
(fide  GB).  A rare-but-annual  win- 


This  Swainson's  Thrush  on  St.  Simon's  Island,  Georgia  23  (here  24)  December  2009 
through  2 January  2010  provided  a very  rare  North  American  winter  record,  though 
other  records  came  from  Florida  and  Iowa  this  season.  Photograph  by  Dave  Stager. 


Among  an  unprecedented  four  sightings  of  the  species  in  the  Southern  Atlantic  region 
in  winter  2009-2010  was  this  Varied  Thrush  in  Mebane,  North  Carolina  1 3 (here)  and 
14  February.  Photograph  by  Derb  Carter. 


Following  a strong  cold  front  that  pushed  across  the  center  of  the  conti- 
nent, Lapland  Longspurs  popped  up  in  several  spots,  including  this  member 
of  a large  flock  in  Bartow  County,  Georgia  16  December  2009.  Photograph 
by  Darlene  Moore. 
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This  male  Painted  Bunting,  rare  so  far  inland  in  Georgia,  visited  feeders  in 
Carroll  County  from  15  (here  27)  December  2009  into  March  2010.  Photo- 
graph by  John  Kidd. 


An  immature  male  Bullock's  Oriole  frequented  feeders  in  Davidson,  North 
Carolina  from  20  (here  23)  January  into  March  2010;  in  recent  seasons,  many 
vagrant  orioles  and  tanagers  have  been  detected  by  birders  who  maintain 
jelly  feeders.  Photograph  by  Phil  Fowler. 


tering  species  along  the  s.  coast,  2 Northern 
Waterthrnshes  were  noted  at  the  S.S.S.  13  Jan 
(SCa).  Single  Wilson’s  Warblers  were  found 
on  the  Macon,  GA  C.B.C.  19  Dec  (fideJA)  and 
in  Raleigh,  NC  14Jan  (JFi).  There  were  seven 
reports  of  Yellow-breasted  Chat. 

Not  detected  annually  in  the  Region,  an 
American  Tree  Sparrow  was  well  studied  in  a 
flock  of  Chipping  Sparrows  at  Sandhills 
N.W.R.,  SC  4 Dec  (KMa).  A scarce  local  win- 
tering species,  a Clay-colored  Sparrow  was  in 
Edgecombe,  NC  12  Jan  (RD),  and  2 were  in 
Iredell,  NC  17  Jan  (MP).  There  were  3 Lark 
Sparrows  reported,  along  with  scattered  sight- 
ings of  furtive  wintering  grassland  sparrows 
including  Grasshopper,  Henslow’s,  and  Le 
Conte’s.  Among  nine  reports  of  Lincoln’s  Spar- 
row was  an  impressive  high  count  of  4 on  the 
Southport-Bald  Head-Oak  Is.,  NC  C.B.C.  3 
Jan  (fide  MJ).  A powerful  mid-Dec  front  ac- 
companied by  strong  westerly  winds  brought 


in  numbers  of  Lapland 
Longspurs:  up  to  36  were  in  one 
flock  in  Bartow,  GA  12  Dec-23 
Jan  (PMc,  KMi,  m.ob.);  one  was 
in  Macon,  GA  15  Dec  (WC);  3 
were  on  the  Rocky  Mount,  NC 
C.B.C.  18  Dec  (BB);  one  was  on 
the  Carter’s  L.,  GA  C.B.C.  22  Dec 
(CM  et  al);  and  5 were  in  Con- 
cord, NC  28  Dec-i-  (TS,  ph.  JL, 
m.ob.).  Later  in  the  season,  one 
was  in  Huntersville,  NC  21  Feb 
(ph.  KM).  Single  Snow  Buntings 
were  detected  on  Christmas 
counts  at  Bodie-Pea  L,  Dare,  NC 
28  Dec  (fide  PWS)  and  at  Alligator 
River  N.W.R.,  NC  30  Dec  (RD). 

Winter  Summer  Tanagers  con- 
tinue to  increase,  exemplihed  by 
6 individuals  this  season  (2  of 
which  appeared  to  be  returning 
birds).  Far  more  astonishing  was 
a male  Scarlet  Tanager  in  Buford, 
GA  17  Dec  (KT),  furnishing  one 
of  few  credible  records  of  the 
species  from  the  United  States  for 
the  winter  season.  Four  reports  of 
single  Western  Tanagers  came 
from  the  Carolinas.  A Rose- 
breasted Grosbeak  provided  a 
Erst  state  C.B.C.  week  record  in 
Macon,  GA  20  Dec  (ph.  JFe).  An 
Indigo  Bunting  was  spotted  at 
Santee  N.W.R.,  SC  26  Dec  (fide 
DF),  the  season's  only  report. 
Among  numerous  reports  of 
Painted  Bunting  was  a high  count 
of  21  at  feeders  in  Marshallberg, 
NC  (BM,  fide  JF)  and  a male  far 
inland  in  Carroll,  GA  15  Dec-r 
QKM,  ph.  JK).  An  imm.  male  Dickcissel  was 
unexpected  at  feeders  on  Sapelo  L,  GA  27-28 
Jan  (DC,  ph.  JKa).  There  were  three  records  of 
Yellow-headed  Blackbird,  all  on  Christmas 
counts.  The  Region  again  hosted  good  num- 
bers of  declining  Rusty  Blackbirds,  with  sev- 
eral noteworthy  high  counts:  907  on  the  Ace 
Basin,  SC  C.B.C.  27  Dec  (NAS);  389  on  the 
Santee  N.W.R.,  SC  C.B.C.  26  Dec  (fide  DF); 
and  290  in  Muscogee,  GA  14  Feb  (WC,  BBi). 
An  above-average  flock  of  50-100  Brewer’s 
Blackbirds  wintered  at  an  almost-annual  loca- 
tion for  the  species  in  Bartow,  GA  (m.ob.).  An 
imm.  male  Bullock’s  Oriole  visited  feeders  in 
Davidson,  NC  20  Jan-i-  (GWa,  TP,  m.ob.);  Bal- 
timore Orioles  continued  their  strong  winter 
presence,  including  the  2nd  highest  C.B.C. 
total  of  21  in  Georgia  (fide  GB)  and  a single- 
site high  count  of  15  in  Goldsboro,  NC  16 
Feb  (MB).  Unlike  in  the  previous  winter, 
none  of  the  irruptive  n.  hnches  were  recorded 


in  numbers  in  the  Region  this  winter. 

Corrigenda:  There  are  two  corrections  from 
the  Nesting  Season  2009  report.  It  was  report- 
ed that  Pine  Siskin  had  not  been  confirmed  as 
a breeding  bird  in  Georgia;  there  is  in  fact  a 
confirmed  record  of  breeding  for  Rabun  Coun- 
ty. The  observer  of  late  Palm  Warbler  in  Geor- 
gia was  Clark  Jones,  whose  name  was  inadver- 
tently omitted  from  the  Contributors  list. 

Contributors:  David  F Abbott,  Jerry  Amerson, 
Henry  T.  Armistead,  Richard  & Martha  Arm- 
strong, Greg  Balkcom  (GBa),  Steve  Barlow, 
Dick  Barmore,  Karen  & Joe  Bearden,  Giff 
Beaton,  Bill  Birkhead  (BBi),  Brian  Bockhahn, 
Rich  & Susan  Boyd,  Mary  Bridges,  Allen 
Bryan,  Steve  Calver  (SCa),  Derb  Carter,  Walt 
Chambers,  Roger  Clark  (RCl),  Doris  Cohrs 
(DCo),  Steve  Compton,  Sam  Cooper  (SaC), 
Doreen  Cubie  (DCu),  Hal  Currey,  Ricky 
Davis,  Bob  Dellinger,  Angie  & Bill  DeLozier, 
Becky  Desjardins  (BeDe),  Phil  Dickinson,  Jeff 
Dixon,  Mark  Dodd,  Caroline  Eastman,  Jim 
Ferrari  (JFe),  John  Finnegan  0^0,  Dennis 
Forsythe,  John  Fussell,  Al  Gamache,  Clay 
George,  Jason  Giovannone,  Aaron  Given 
(AGi),  Lex  Glover,  John  Grego  OGr).  Lorene 
& Charles  Gudger,  Bob  Holmes,  Steven  N.G. 
Howell  (SH),  Bruce  & Melinda  Jones,  Melinda 
Jones,  Panos  & Cheryl  Kanes,  Jessie  Kanes 
(JKa),  Tim  Keyes,  John  Kidd,  Harry  LeCrand, 
Jeff  Lemons,  Jeff  Lewis  (JLewis),  Henry  & 
Elizabeth  Link,  Ed  Maioriello,  Matt  Malin 
(MMa),  Kevin  Markham  (KMa),  Greg  Massey, 
David  McLean  (DMc),  Mary  McDavit,  Patty 
McLean,  Kevin  Metcalf,  Kathy  Miller  (KMi), 
Julie  Kidd-Mohs,  Bobby  Montgomery,  Pat 
Moore,  Ron  Morris,  Charlie  Muise,  National 
Audubon  Society  (NAS),  Monroe  Pannell,  Bri- 
an Patteson,  Inc.  (BPl),  Bruce  Peterjohn,  Ken 
Petersen,  Taylor  Piephoff,  Jeffrey  S.  Pippen 
(JSP),  Richard  Roche,  Dick  Rosche,  Tom 
Sanders,  Ken  Scott,  Harry  Sell,  Jeff  Sewell, 
Dave  Slager,  Bruce  Smithson,  Shawn  Smolen- 
Morton,  Jared  Sparks  O^Sp),  Lois  Stacey,  John 
and  Kate  Swiderski,  Paul  W.  Sykes,  Jr.  (PWS), 
Karen  Theodorou,  Dan  Vickers,  John  Voight, 
Steve  Wagner,  Ginger  Walter  (GWa),  Steve 
Wedge  (SWe),  George  Wheaton,  Sheila  Willis 
(ShWi),  Audrey  Williams,  J.D.  Wilson,  Tom 
Wilson,  Scott  Winton,  Cynthia  Worthington, 
Bob  & Deb  Zaremba.  O 


Ken  Blankenship,  2400  Barrett  Creek  Boulevard,  #827 
Marietta,  GA  30066,  (kenhblankenship@corTicast.net) 
Josh  Southern,  4100-A  Reavis  Road 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina  27606 
(joshsouthern79@gmail.com) 
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According  to  local  meteorologists,  this 
was  Florida’s  coldest  winter  since 
1981.  The  strong  El  Nino  effect  that 
began  in  fall  continued  into  December  with 
rapid  changes  of  weather,  a procession  of 
low-pressure  cells  moving  across  the  Gulf 
that  brought  above-normal  rainfall  to  the 
state.  December  ended  with  the  subtropical 
jet  stream  being  pushed  aside  and  the  main 
jet  stream  allowing  frigid  polar  air  to  reach 
Florida.  Pensacola  had  11  straight  days  of 
subfreezing  temperatures,  with  highs  only  in 
the  single  digits  Celsius.  The  first  freezes 
reached  south  to  the  Orlando  area  the  night 
of  3-4  January;  this  was  the  first  of  10  consec- 
utive nights  of  temperatures  falling  as  low  as 
3°  C in  some  areas.  Several  nights  brought 
freezing  temperatures  farther  south,  into  the 
southern  peninsula  south  of  Lake  Okee- 
chobee, especially  in  the  agricultural  areas, 
and  on  one  January  day,  high  temperatures  at 
Key  West  did  not  reach  10°  C!  The  first 
Brown  Pelicans  with  frostbite  on  their  toes 
were  reported  in  Pinellas  County  on  9 Janu- 
ary. Damage  to  tropical  and  subtropical  vege- 
tation in  the  southern  peninsula  was  mostly 
topical,  whereas  in  the  central  peninsula,  be- 
low-freezing temperatures  killed  many  palms 
and  other  exotic  plants.  Large  flocks  of 
robins,  waxwings,  and  goldhnches  followed 
the  frigid  air  mass  into  the  northern  peninsu- 
la, with  robins  moving  through  the  central 
peninsula  by  the  millions  over  several  days. 
Below-freezing  temperatures  occurred  peri- 
odically in  the  northern  regions  well  into 
mid-February,  after  which  the  subtropical  jet 
resumed  its  creation  of  lows  tracking  across 
the  Gulf.  The  western  vagrant  bonanza  that 
began  in  October  continued  into  winter — 


Cassin’s  Kingbirds,  Lazuli 
Buntings,  Black-throated  Gray 
and  Townsend’s  Warblers,  near- 
record numbers  of  Western  Tan- 
agers,  and  the  state’s  hrst  Ancient 
Murrelet. 

Abbreviations/definitions:  big 
bend  (the  part  of  Florida  from  the 
Apalachicola  R.  through  Jeffer- 
son)', FLMNH  (Florida  State  Mu- 
seum of  Natural  History, 
Gainesville);  Fort  Zachary  Taylor 
(Fort  Zachary  Taylor  Historic 
S.P,  Key  West,  Monroe);  L.  Apop- 
ka (L.  Apopka  Restoration  Area, 
Orange  unless  otherwise  stated); 
panhandle  (that  part  of  Florida 
from  the  Apalachicola  R.  through 
Escambia)',  Paynes  Prairie  (Paynes  Prairie  Pre- 
serve S.P,  Alachua)',  record  (only  those  re- 
ports verifiable  from  photograph,  videotape, 
or  specimen  evidence);  report  (any  observa- 
tion); S.T.A.  (Stormwater  Treatment  Area); 
S.T.F  (Spray  Treatment  Fields);  UCF  (Univer- 
sity of  Central  Florida,  Orlando). 

WATERFOWL 
THROUGH  HAWKS 

Although  the  species  is  well 
established  throughout  much 
of  the  peninsula,  362  Black- 
bellied  Whistling-Ducks  at 
The  Villages,  Sumter  (Linda 
Felker)  and  200  at  Circle  B 
Bar  Reserve,  Polk  (BAh,  BP) 
were  impressive.  Only  4 Snow 
Geese  and  2 Ross’s  Geese  were 
reported  statewide,  but  18 
Greater  White-fronted  Geese 
in  n.  Escambia  8 Feb  (L& 

RAD)  was  a high  count.  A Cackling  Goose  of 
the  nominate  subspecies  at  St.  Marks  N.W.R., 
Wakulla  28  Jan  (DBa  et  al.)  furnished  the 
state’s  4th  record.  An  astonishing  count  of  20 
Tundra  Swans  at  Bartram  Farms,  St.  Johns  11 
Dec  (MH)  was  unexpected;  2 remained  until 
25  Jan  (JP).  Two  Eurasian  Wigeons  wintered 
on  Merritt  Island  N.W.R.,  Brevard  (m.ob.), 
where  the  species  is  nearly  annual;  an  Ameri- 
can Black  Duck,  rare  in  the  peninsula,  joined 
them  17  Dec  (MH).  Also  rare  in  the  peninsu- 
la, Canvasbacks  were  as  far  s.  as  Broward 


(Paddy  Cunningham)  and  Manatee  QF),  with 
a high  of  6 in  n.  St.  Petersburg,  Pinellas  (RoS). 
A probable  Ring-necked  Duck  x Lesser  Scaup 
hybrid  was  photographed  at  Tierra  Verde, 
Pinellas  19  Jan  (Eric  Plage,  Cameron  Cox).  It 
was  a banner  winter  for  Common  Eiders:  at 
least  7 from  Flagler  to  Miami-Dade  included  a 
high  of  3 at  Flagler  Beach  25  Jan  (MBr  et  al). 
Unreported  in  Florida  since  1997,  2 Harle- 
quin Ducks  visited  the  Atlantic,  with  a female 
at  Sebastian  Inlet  S.P,  Brevard/Indian  River  26 
Jan+  (Carolyn  Cimino,  m.ob.)  and  a male 
photographed  at  Hypoluxo  1.,  Palm  Beach  2 
Jan  (Jide  Chuck  Weber).  Neither  Surf  nor 
Black  Scoters  were  widely  reported,  but 
White-wingeds  were  more  numerous  than 
usual;  reports  came  from  Volusia  (one;  MBr), 
Brevard  (3;  MH  et  al).  Collier  (one;  VL,  CE), 
and  Gulf  (one;  Melissa  Forehand).  Long- 
tailed Ducks  are  rarely  encountered  along  the 
coasts,  so  singles  inland  at  Umatilla,  Lake  1- 
14  Feb  (Dennis  Wheeler,  Michelle  Machov- 
ina,  m.ob.)  and  Ackerman  Lake  Park,  Saraso- 
ta 26  Jan  (Rhett  Oren  et  al.)  were  exciting 
finds.  Common  Goldeneyes  ventured  s.  to 
Kissimmee,  Osceola  27  Dec-25  Jan  (Matt  O’- 


Sullivan) and  Fruitville  Rd.,  Sarasota  16 
Dec-2  Jan  (Marina  Scarr  et  al).  A Common 
Merganser  photographed  at  Huguenot  Me- 
morial Park,  Duval  7 Jan  (p.a.,  Patrick  Leary) 
furnished  the  5th  record  for  the  state.  A male 
Masked  Duck  brightened  Viera  Wetlands, 
Brevard  22  Dec-8  Feb  (Donna  Faylo,  m.ob.). 

The  ne.  Atlantic  coast  saw  an  influx  of  Red- 
throated  Loons  in  late  Jan,  with  a high  of  30  at 
St.  Augustine,  St.Johns  28 Jan  (Dianne  Reed). 
A Pacific  Loon  was  at  Ft.  Pickens,  Escambia  7- 
23  Jan  (RAD,  m.ob.),  where  this  species  is 


Twenty  Tundra  Swans  landed  at  a pond  at  Bartram  Farms,  St.  Johns  County,  Florida  1 1 December  2009;  shortly  after  being  dis- 
covered, 18  took  flight  and  were  not  seen  again,  but  2 immatures  remained  until  25  January  2010.  Photograph  by  Matt  Hafner. 


A Cackling  Goose  of  the  nominate  subspecies  at  St.  Marks  National  Wildlife 
Refuge,  Wakulla  County  28  January  2010  made  Florida's  fourth  record  of  the 
species.  Photograph  by  Danny  Bale. 
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For  a second  winter  in  Florida,  this  probable  Herring  Gull  x Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  hybrid,  originally  banded  as  a chick  21 
July  2008  at  Appledore  Island,  Maine,  was  found  at  Central  Disposal  Facility,  Brevard  County,  on  24  February  2010.  It  had  last 
been  reported  in  December  2009  at  Cape  Cod,  Massachusetts  by  Blair  Nikula  {<http://gullsofappledore.wordpress.com>). 
Photograph  by  Mitchell  Harris. 


and  Polk  (55;  C.B.C.),  where  breeding  has 
been  verified.  Less  than  three  years  after  the 
first  state  record,  single  Neotropic  Cor- 
morants were  at  St.  Marks  N.W.R.  sporadical- 
ly through  the  season  (m.ob.)  and  Viera  Wet- 
lands 30  Nov-3  Dec  (Tom  Dunkerton,  m.ob.). 
An  imm.  Great  Cormorant  at  S.T.A.  5,  Hendry 
12  Dec  (CF  et  al.)  made  only  the  2nd  inland 
record  for  the  state.  On  9 Dec,  Magnificent 
Frigatebirds  at  Pensacola  Beach,  Escambia 
(Carol  Ascherfeld)  and  Port  Orange,  Volusia 
(Chuck  Tague)  were  late. 

White-faced  Ibis  were  widespread  through 
the  season:  2 were  at  St.  Marks  N.W.R.  (RL, 
JS),  and  singles  were  at  Circle  B Bar  Reserve 
(CF,  m.ob),  Orlando  Wetlands  Park,  Orange 
(ph.  Reinhard  Geisler,  m.ob.),  and  Spring 
Hill,  Hernando  (A&BH  et  al.).  Rare  in  winter. 
Broad-winged  Hawks  were  n.  to  Ft.  De  Soto 
Park,  Pinellas  13  Dec  + (RoS  et  al.)  and  in  Bre- 
vard at  Merritt  Island  N.W.R.  (C.B.C.)  and  Se- 
bastian Inlet  S.P  throughout  the  season  (AB  et 
al).  Unexpected  outside  the  s.  peninsula  in 
winter.  Short-tailed  Hawks  were  n.  to  multi- 
ple locations  in  Pinellas  (Marianne  Korosy) 
and  Brevard  (MH,  CG  et  al.).  Up  to  2 Swain- 
sons  Hawks  were  seen  at  Frog  Pond  W.M.A., 
Miami-Dade  (m.ob.)  throughout  the  season 
(the  species  is  annual  there),  and  2 more  were 
at  Ft.  Walton  Beach  S.T.E,  Okaloosa  4-14  Dec 
(RAD  et  al.). 


most  frequently  encountered.  A Yellow-nosed 
Albatross  only  the  3rd  verified  in  Florida,  was 
captured  while  following  a fishing  boat  24  km 


An  Ancient  Murrelet,  Florida's  first,  was  picked  up  15  De- 
cember 2009  at  the  boat  ramp  at  Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet,  Volu- 
sia County  by  two  firemen,  who  took  it  across  the  street  to 
the  Marine  Science  Center's  bird  rehabilitation  facility, 
where  the  murrelet  died  that  night.  Photographs  by 
Michael  Brothers. 
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sw.  of  Key  West  at  Florida  Keys  National  Ma- 
rine Sanctuary  22  Dec  after  it  grabbed  a bait 
suspended  from  a fishing  kite;  it  was  freed 
quickly,  photographed,  and  released  apparent- 
ly unharmed  (Zach  Bentley,  Brad  Simonds). 
Manx  Shearwaters  were  near  Ponce  Inlet,  Vo- 
lusia 16  Dec  and  1 Feb  (MBr  et  al).  At  Dry 
Tortugas  N.R,  Monroe  16  Dec,  there  were  35 
Masked  Boobies,  121 
Brown  Boobies,  50 
Northern  Gannets, 
and  200  Magnificent 
Frigatebirds  (C.B.C.). 

A Brown  Booby  at 
Port  Canaveral,  Bre- 
vard 1 1 Feb  (MH)  was 
n.,  and  a Red-footed 
Booby  lingered  around 
Pelican  Harbor  Reha- 
bilitation Center,  Mia- 
mi-Dade  throughout 
the  season  (m.ob.), 
the  location  from 
which  it  had  been  re- 
leased in  the  fall.  Rare 
and  local  inland 
Brown  Pelicans  win- 
tered in  Marion  (one; 

Leann  Streeper),  Or- 
ange (ca.  10;  m.ob.), 


RAILS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

A species  probably  regular  in  winter  but  seL 
dom  detected,  single  Yellow  Rails  were  found 
at  Research  Rd.,  Everglades  N.P.,  Miami-Dade 
21  Dec  (RoT)  and  Weeki  Wachee  Preserve, 
Hernando  23  Jan  (AKe  et  al.).  Black  Rail  re- 
ports came  from  the  Aripeka-Bayport  area, 


Only  the  second  to  be  verified  in  winter  in  Florida,  this  first-year  Swainson's  Thrush  was 
found  in  a hardwood  hammock  at  Royal  Palm,  Everglades  National  Park,  Miami-Dade  County 
15  February  2010.  Photograph  by  Carlos  Sanchez. 
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Hernando  21  Dec  (one;  BP)  and  Huguenot 
Memorial  Park  26  Dec  (2;  JoH).  Most  Purple 
Gallinules  depart  in  winter,  so  a count  of  30+ 
at  Orlando  Wetlands  Park  12  Feb  (BHA  et 
al.)  was  exceptional.  Thirty-four  Piping 
Plovers  at  Crandon  Park  Beach,  Miami-Dade 
18  Dec+  (RD)  was  the  high  count  for  the 
state  this  winter.  Black-necked  Stilts  are  rare 
and  local  in  winter;  5 at  Marlbed  Flats,  L.  Je- 
sup,  Seminole  25  Jan  (BS  et  al.)  were  the 
northernmost  found,  while  99  at  S.T.A.  5 on  2 
Jan  was  a surprisingly  high  number  (ME). 
Two  migrant  American  Avocets  inland  at 
Paynes  Prairie  5 Dec  (AKe,  John  DeLuca) 
were  rare.  A Solitary  Sandpiper  in  Sarasota  2 
Jan  (Paul  Lewis)  may  have  wintered.  Whim- 
brels  were  seen  in  greater-than-average  num- 
bers this  season,  including  13  at  Honeymoon 
Island  S.P.  20  Jan  (DG)  and  7 at  Caxambas 
Pass,  Cape  Romano,  Collier  4 Jan  (T&VB). 
Long-billed  Curlews  were  at  their  usual  Gulf 
coast  haunts,  with  loners  at  Ft.  De  Soto  Park 
24  Jan  and  Bunche  Beach,  Lee  31  Dec  (Bob 
Hargrave).  Long-billeds  noted  at  St.  Vincent 
Island  N.W.R.,  Franklin  28  Dec  (Alan 
Knothe)  and  17  Feb  (Susan  Cerulean,  Jeff 
Chanton)  were  likely  migrants.  A Marbled 
Godwit  at  Marlbed  Flats  25  Jan  (BS  et  al.) 
was  rare  inland.  The  largest  concentrations  of 
Red  Knots  included  750  at  Cedar  Key,  Levy  16 
Jan  and  450  at  Merritt  Island  N.W.R.  26  Jan 
(MG).  For  the  4th  consecutive  year,  Semi- 
palmated  Sandpipers  were  verified;  3 of  4 
were  photographed  in  Monroe  at  North 
Calusa  Key,  Everglades  N.P  and  West  Bob 
Allen  Key  23  Dec  (Rafael  Galvez  et  al.).  A 
Pectoral  Sandpiper  at  Alligator  L.,  Columbia 
21  Feb  (PB)  was  early.  One  Purple  Sandpiper 
wandered  s.  to  the  jetties  at  Sebastian  Inlet  S.P 
Feb+  (m.ob.).  Dunlins  are  more  frequently 
found  inland  during  the  winter  than  a decade 
ago;  about  250  were  reported  in  the  peninsu- 
la n.  to  Gainesville,  Alachua  20  Dec  (Don 
Morrow),  with  220+  counted  at  several  loca- 
tions on  the  St.  Johns  R.,  SeminoleAblusia 
(TR,  DS,  Dan  Click).  Two  Red  Phalaropes 
were  found  on  Volusia  beaches  in  mid-Jan 
with  severe  wing  injuries,  perhaps  the  result 
of  attacks  from  the  2-15  Pomarine  Jaegers 
that  harassed  the  roosting  gulls  daily  near 
sunset  2 Jan-22  Mar  at  Daytona  Beach  Shores 
(MBr,  *UCF);  250  Reds  were  64  km  off 
Ponce  Inlet  1 Feb  (MBr). 

Single  Black-legged  Kittiwakes  were  report- 
ed from  both  coasts  on  16  Dec,  at  Holiday, 
Pasco  (ph.  DG)  and  at  Playalinda  Beach, 
Canaveral  N.S.,  Brevard  (MH).  At  least  9 
Franklin’s  Gulls  lingered  into  Dec,  with  the 
latest  at  Daytona  Beach  Shores  19  Dec  (MBr). 
California  Gulls  were  recorded  at  the  Central 
Disposal  Facility,  Brevard  29  Jan  (second-cy- 


cle; p.a.,  ph.  MG,  DF,  CG) 
and  10  Feb  (ad.;  p.a., 

MH).  Single  first-cycle 
Thayer’s  Gulls  were  re- 
ported from  the  same  lo- 
cation 19  Dec  (p.a.,  Mur- 
ray Gardler,  DF,  CG)  and 
29  Jan  (MH).  Iceland 
Gulls  were  not  reported 
as  widely  as  in  recent 
winters,  with  only  single 
first-cycle  birds  at  Satita 
Rosa  County  Landfill  19 
Jan  (L&RAD)  and  Ponce 
Inlet  30  Jan  (AKe,  MBr). 

Lesser  Black-backed 
Gulls  are  now  regular 
along  the  Gulf  coast,  with 
several  wintering  along 
the  Gulf  as  far  n.  as 
Okaloosa  (Kelly  Jones). 

At  least  8 Glaucous  Gulls 
were  reported  statewide, 
including  at  least  4 at 
Daytona  Beach  Shores, 

Volusia  12  Dec+  (MBr) 
and  a single  w.  at  Santa 
Rosa  County  Landfill  18 
Feb  (RAD).  Rare  and  lo- 
cal on  the  Gulf,  7 Great 
Black-backed  Gulls  were 
reported  along  the  Gulf 
from  Manatee  Qfi  Dan 
Irizarry)  to  Okaloosa 
(EK). 

Six  Gull-billed  Terns  at 
Orlando  Wetlands  Park  12  Feb  (BHA 
et  al.)  was  a high  count  for  this  n.  lo- 
cation in  winter.  A high  count  of  100 
Sooty  Terns  was  made  at  Dry  Tortugas 
N.P.  16  Dec  (C.B.C.).  Royal  Terns,  rare 
inland,  were  reported  from  five  loca- 
tions in  the  cen.  peninsula,  including 
singles  at  St.  Johns  R.,  Volusia  27  Dec 
Qay  Exum),  L.  Apopka  23  Dec  (BHA 
et  al.),  and  Lakeland,  Polk  19  Dec 
(Cole  Fredricks);  4 were  at  Inglis 
Dam,  Citms  10  Dec  (MG);  and  9 were 
in  e.  Pasco  21  Dec  (BP).  Two  Sandwich 
Terns,  also  very  rare  inland,  were  at  L. 
Apopka  18  Dec  (HR).  A first-cycle 
Long-tailed  Jaeger  was  carefully  iden- 
tified at  Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet  19  Feb 
(MBr).  As  usual,  all  alcid  reports  in- 
volved dead  or  moribund  birds.  A Ra- 
zorbill, Florida’s  15th,  was  found 
moribund  at  Hobe  Sound  N.W.R. , 
Martin  29  Jan,  as  was  an  Atlantic  Puf- 
fin, Florida’s  3rd,  at  Hobe  Sound 
N.W.R.,  Martin  29  Jan  (fide  AKr, 
*FLMNH).  Another  Atlantic  Puffin, 


This  golden-colored  Northern  Cardinal  was  photographed  in  Flagler  County,  Florida  26 
January  2010.  Photograph  byMeret  Wilson. 


A babbler  from  Asia?  No,  a leucistic  Gray  Catbird  at  Genius  Drive  Nature  Preserve,  Winter 
Park,  Orange  County,  Florida,  where  it  wintered  (here  1 3 December  2009).  Pho- 
tographed by  Lawrence  Taylor. 


An  interesting  leucistic  Red-bellied  Woodpecker  was  found  in  February 
(here  24  February)  2010  at  Leesburg,  Lake  County,  Florida.  Photograph 
by  Leann  Streeper. 
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This  female  Bullock's  Oriole  returned  to  the  same  Tallahassee  feeder  for  its  fifth 
consecutive  winter  (here  3 January  2010).  Photograph  by  Jim  Cavanagh. 


Florida’s  4th,  was  found  dead  at  Patrick 
A.FB.,  Brevard  4 Feb  (Teresa  Fiorillo,  Keitha 
Datillo-Bain,  *UCF).  Florida’s  first  Ancient 
Murrelet,  and  only  the  2nd  ever  for  the 
Southeast,  was  found  moribund  at  Ponce  de 
Leon  Inlet  15  Dec  (fide  AKr,  *FLMNH). 

DOVES  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

White-crowned  Pigeons  are  casual  n.  of  Mia- 
mi-Dadc,  so  one  at  Lantana  Natural  Area, 
Palm  Beach  30  Jan  (BrH)  was  a good  find. 
Nine  White-winged  Doves  in  Bay  at  Panama 
City  Beach  and  Shell  I.  19  Dec  (Tony  Menart, 
Joe  Harbison)  and  one  in  Leon  10  Feb  (Sean 
McCool)  were  probably  migrants  from  w. 
populations.  In  addition  to  the  mostly  reliable 
Smooth-billed  Anis  at  Broward's  Dania  Beach, 
loners  were  found  in  Mianii-Dadc  at  Bill  Bag- 
gs  Cape  Florida  S.P  31  Dec,  10  Jan,  and  14 
Feb  and  at  Royal  Palm,  Everglades  N.P  9 Feb+ 
(ph.  RD).  An  imm.  ani  at  Southern  Glades 
Wildlife  and  Environmental  Area,  Miami- 
Dade  23  Feb  showed  no  distinct  grooves  on 
the  bill;  however,  its  vocalizations  were  those 
of  a Groove-billed  (ph.  CS),  casual  in  the 
state.  About  323  km  w.  of  Pinellas  in  the  Gulf, 
an  exhausted  Barn  Owl  landed  on  a research 
vessel  and  was  then  captured  8 Jan;  brought 
to  a local  rehahilitation  center,  the  bird  was 
eventually  released  (Scott  Robinson).  Al- 
though Burrowing  Owls  breed  in  the  keys,  the 
species  has  rarely  appeared  at  Dry  Tortugas 
N.P.  This  season,  2 appeared  in  the  Ft.  Jeffer- 
son parade  ground,  where  they  established  a 
burrow  in  Dec;  however,  one  owl  disappeared 
shortly  thereafter  (Debbie  Hess).  Single 
Short-eared  Owls  at  L.  Apopka  throughout 
the  season  (HR,  m.ob.)  and  at  St.  Petersburg 
19  Dec  (MK)  were  the  only  reports  n.  of  the  s. 
peninsula;  loners  at  Research  Rcl.,  Everglades 
N.P.  17  Dec  (RD)  and  at  Frog  Pond  W.M.A.  30 
Dec  (RoT  et  al.)  were  likely  from  West  Indian 
populations.  Lesser  Nighthawks  were  report- 


ed at  Eco  Pond,  Everglades 
N.P.,  Monroe  (BRa)  and  at 
Frog  Pond  W.M.A. , where  an- 
nual; 15  were  counted  at  the 
latter  location  30  Dec  (RoT  et 
ah).  Reports  of  a Lesser  Night- 
hawk  and  a Common  Night- 
hawk  along  New  Berlin  Rd., 
Duval  26  Dec  (fide  PP)  arrived 
without  details.  A nighthawk 
seen  at  Ft.  Walton  Beach  S.T.E 
14  Dec  (EK)  remains  uniden- 
tified. 

Ered  Bassett  again  banded 
numerous  hummingbirds  this 
winter,  including  single  Buff- 
bellieds  at  Pensacola  (16  Dec), 
Niceville,  Okaloosa  (14  Feb), 
and  Tallahassee  (20  Dec);  an  astounding  67 
Ruby-throateds  and  25  Rufous  in  the  n.  half  of 
the  state;  7 Black-chinned  Hummingbirds,  all 
in  the  panhandle  and  big  bend  regions;  and  a 
Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  at  Ft.  Walton 
Beach  (19  Dec-15  Jan).  Another  Black- 
chinned  was  identified  at  Manatee  Cove  Park, 
Merritt  1.  (MH),  and  an  ad.  male  Rufous  was 
photographed  at  Homestead,  Miami-Dade  9 
Jan  OHB). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  THRUSHES 

Least  Flycatchers  wintered  in  near-normal 
numbers  and  were  reported  from  Paynes 
Prairie  (Steve  Collins,  MH),  Leesburg,  Lake 
(GQ),  L.  Apopka  (HR),  and  two  locations  in 
Miami-Dade  (RD,  JHB).  Say’s  Phoebes  were 
found  at  Ft.  Walton  Beach  S.T.F  4-15  Jan 
(p.a.,  Chris  Costers,  m.ob.)  and  near  Astatu- 
la.  Lake  for  the  3rd  year  from  fall  through  20 
Feb  (GQ,  m.ob.).  Single  Vermilion  Flycatch- 
ers put  in  appearances  at  Ft.  Walton  Beach 
S.T.E,  where  one  continued  from  fall  (Don 
Ware,  m.ob.),  and  at  DeBary,  Volusia  12  Dec 
(Lome  Malo).  Ash-throated  Elycatchers  were 
widespread;  besides  those  at  L.  Apopka  (up  to 
4;  HR),  where  the  species  is  annual,  lone  birds 
were  reported  at  Gulf  Breeze,  Santa  Rosa  IS- 
IS Dec  (RAD,  LD);  Hamilton  17  Dec  (JoH); 
Ferndale  Preserve,  Lake  13  Dec  (ph.  GQ); 
Merritt  Island  N.W.R.  21  Dec  (C.B.C.);  River 
Lakes  C.A,,  Brevard  29  Jan  (DF,  ph.  CG); 
Lakeland  20  Dec  (Robert  Snow);  and  Delray 
Beach,  Palm  Beach  26  Feb  (BrH);  2 were  at 
Paynes  Prairie  3 Jan-i-  (AKe  et  ah).  Great 
Crested  Flycatchers  were  well  described  n.  to 
L.  Apopka  23  Dec  (John  Thornton)  and  w.  Vo- 
lusia 19  Dec  (HR  et  al.).  Three  Brown-crested 
Flycatchers  discovered  in  fall  continued  in 
Pcdm  Beach  throughout  the  season  (BrH), 
while  one  of  2 at  Matheson  Hammock  Park 
and  Beach,  Miami-Dade  6 Jan  remained 
through  the  season  (RD,  CS,  m.ob.);  another 


Brown-crested  was  seen  at  Frog  Pond  W.M.A. 
13  Jan  (RD,  CS).  Single  La  Sagra’s  Flycatchers 
were  enjoyed  by  many  birders  at  Hidden  L., 
Everglades  N.P,  Miami-Dade  17  Dec-r  (RD, 
JHB)  and  Bill  Baggs  Cape  Florida  S.P.  14  Jan+ 
(RD,  ph.  JHB).  A vocal  Tropical  Kingbird  was 
identified  at  S.T.A.  5 on  15  Feb  (p.a.  Bill  & 
Eleanor  Marr),  where  2 Cassin’s  Kingbirds 
wintered  (ph.  CE  et  al.) 

Bell’s  Vireos  wintered  at  Wellington,  Palm 
Beach  (BrH),  and  at  Woodmont  Park, 
Broward  (John  Hutchison,  Russ  Titus), 
whereas  one  at  L.  Apopka  20  Dec  (HR)  may 
have  been  a late  migrant.  An  undocumented 
Bell’s  report  came  from  Key  Largo,  Monroe  14 
Eeb  (fide  JP).  The  only  Yellow-throated  Vireo 
reports  n.  of  the  southernmost  peninsula 
were  2 in  Pinellas:  at  Seminole  29  Dec  and  at 
John  Chestnut,  Sr.  Park  15  Jan  (fide  BAh). 
Ten  Homed  Larks  were  counted  near  Green- 
wood, Jackson  3 Jan,  where  they  appear  to  be 
permanent  residents  (BHA,  AB).  An  early 
male  Purple  Martin  was  photographed  at 
Bonita  Springs,  Lee  1 Jan  (Leslie  Burgess). 
Two  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows  lin- 
gered at  Et.  Walton  Beach  S.T.E.  7 Dec 
(L&RAD).  Cave  Swallows  can  occur  almost 
anywhere  in  Florida  in  winter;  presumed  sw. 
birds  were  singles  at  Gulf  Breeze  13  Dec 
(RAD),  Alligator  Point  29  Dec  0M)>  and  St. 
Augustine  19  Dec  (M&KH),  while  inland,  2 
visited  L.  Piney  Z,  Leon  6 Jan  QS)  and  Paynes 
Prairie  20  Dec  (MH  et  al.)  for  Alachua’s  first 
report  of  this  species.  Barn  Swallows  were 
scarce,  with  3 reported  at  two  locations  in  Mi- 
ami-Dade in  Dec  and  Jan  (RD,  CS)  and  sin- 
gles at  L.  Apopka  23  Dec  (TR  et  al.)  and 
Gainesville  27  Eeb  (Michael  Manetz).  Rare, 
Red-breasted  Nuthatches  were  found  only  in 
the  big  bend  at  St.  Marks  N.W.R.  19  Dec  (RL) 
and  at  Fort  Gadsden  State  Historic  Site, 
Franklin  14  Feb  Marsha  Schulz).  A 
Brown  Creeper  at  Wright  L.,  Franklin  6 Dec 
(]M)  was  the  only  report  e.  of  the  panhandle. 
A Winter  Wren  at  O’Leno  S.P,  Alachua  1-7 
Dec  (PB,  Jacqui  Sulek)  was  at  the  usual  s. 
limit  of  its  winter  range  in  Florida.  Two  Gold- 
en-crowned Kinglets  were  observed  s.  of  the 
n.  peninsula:  singles  at  Merritt  1.  18  Feb  (DF) 
and  Brooker  Creek  Preserve,  Pinellas  27  Dec 
(RoS).  Catharus  thrushes  other  than  Hermit 
are  rarely  reported  in  winter,  and  only  one 
Swainson’s  Thrush  had  been  documented  un- 
til this  season,  when  a pale  first-year  Swain- 
son’s was  photographed  at  Royal  Palm,  Ever- 
glades N.P.  15  Feb  (CS). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Twenty-five  species  of  warblers  were  reported 
this  season.  In  usual  numbers,  lone  Nashville 
Warblers  were  at  two  Miami-Dade  locations  3- 
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9 (JHB)  & 22  Dec  (CS)  and  at  Ormond  Beach, 
Volusia  22  jan+  (Meret  Wilson).  The  first 
“spring”  Northern  Parulas  were  4 at  John 
Chestnut,  Sr.  Park  27  Jan  (B&DL)  and  14 
males  at  Bill  Baggs  Cape  Florida  S.P.  31  Jan 
(RD).  North  of  the  southernmost  peninsula, 
where  resident.  Yellow  Warblers  were  spotted 
at  Ft.  Walton  Beach  S.T.F  11  Jan  (RAD), 
Apalachicola,  Franklin  28  Dec  (C.B.C.),  and 
L.  Apopka  23  Dec  (Gian  Basil!) . On  the  heels 
of  one  last  fall,  a second-year  male  Audubon’s 
Warbler  was  at  Miami  Metrozoo,  Miami-Dadc 
7 Feb  (p.a.  BRa).  Two  other  westerners,  a 
Black-throated  Gray  Warbler  at  Green  Cay 
Wetlands  and  Nature  Center,  Palm  Beach  1 1 
Jan-20  Feb  (Bjorn  Kjellemyr,  AH)  and  a 
Townsend’s  Warbler  at  Ft.  Lauderdale, 
Broward  21  Jan  (ph.  Ted  Center),  are  nearly 
annual  visitors  in  the  state.  Reaching  their  n. 
limits  in  Florida  this  winter  were  a Black- 
throated  Green  Warbler  at  Leesburg  4 Feb 
(AH),  an  American  Redstart  at  Gainesville  5- 
6 Jan  (Laura  Levin)  and  up  to  8 Northern  Wa- 
terthrushes  there  20  Dec+  (MH  et  ah),  and  a 
Yellow-breasted  Chat  at  Pensacola  19  Dec 
Qames  Pfeiffer,  Patrick  James)  and 
Apalachicola  26  Dec  QM).  An  early  Louisiana 
Waterthrush  was  found  at  Brooker  Creek  Pre- 
serve 19  Feb  (DG  et  al.),  and  a late  Hooded 
Warbler  was  near  Hidden  L.  21  Dec  (RD). 
Only  3 Wilson’s  Warblers  were  reported:  sin- 
gles at  Naples,  Collier  2 Jan  (C.B.C.),  Mathe- 
son  Hammock  Park  and  Beach  15  Jan  (CS), 
and  Fort  Zachary  Taylor  31  Dec-22  Jan  (CG). 

A Western  Spindalis  dropped  in  at  Fort 
Zachary  Taylor  30-31  Dec  (CG).  At  Ft.  Pick- 
ens, Gulf  Islands  N.S.,  Escambia,  the  Green- 
tailed Towhee  first  seen  last  fall  remained 
throughout  the  season  (L&RAD).  South  of 
their  usual  ranges  were  a Chipping  Sparrow 
at  Ten  Thousand  Islands  N.W.R.,  Collier  4 Jan 
(Deborah  Jansen);  a Vesper  Sparrow  at  West 
Palm  Beach  2 Jan  (Alan  Summersgill);  and 
single  Song  and  White-crowned  Sparrows  at 
Old  Ingraham  Hwy.,  Everglades  N.P.,  Miami- 
Dade  21  Dec  (RoT).  Rare  in  the  panhandle,  a 
Clay-colored  Sparrow  was  found  at  Ft.  Wal- 
ton Beach  S.T.F  4 Feb  (EK);  other  Clay-col- 
oreds  were  singles  at  Hague,  Alachua  31 
Jan-7  Feb  (Rex  Rowan  et  al),  L.  Apopka  22 
& 24  Jan  (2  on  the  latter  date;  HR),  Merritt 
Island  N.W.R.  4 Dec  (MH),  and  Key  West 
Tropical  Forest  Botanical  Garden,  Stock  I., 
Monroe  4 Jan  (CG).  All  Lark  Sparrows  were 
reported  in  Escambia,  where  up  to  3 re- 
mained at  Ft.  Pickens  from  fall  throughout 
the  season  (L&RAD,  m.ob.).  Few  Henslow’s 
and  Le  Conte’s  Sparrows  were  reported.  One 
Henslow’s  was  observed  at  Cedar  Key  30  Dec 
OM,  Ron  Christen),  while  2 were  at  Weeki 
Wachee  Preserve  23  Jan  with  3 Le  Conte’s 


(MK  et  al.);  another  Le  Conte’s  was  found  at 
Talbot  Island  S.P.,  Duval  26  Dec  (Roger 
Clark).  Small  numbers  of  Saltmarsh  Spar- 
rows winter  on  the  Gulf  each  year,  mainly  in 
the  peninsula’s  coastal  marshes  from  Pinellas 
to  the  big  bend;  this  season,  all  were  found  in 
Pinellas,  with  up  to  3 at  Shell  Key  6 Dec-28 
Feb  (RoS  et  al.)  and  4 at  Honeymoon  Island 
S.P  18  Jan  (DG).  Local  residents  in  the  pan- 
handle, 7 Seaside  Sparrows  at  Gargon  Pt., 
Santa  Rosa  19  Dec  (James  Pfeiffer)  were  un- 
expected. Up  to  3 Fox  Sparrows  were  s.  to 
Gainesville  7 Feb+  (Bob  Carroll,  AKr  et  al.), 
where  they  are  almost  annual.  Unusually 
scarce  this  season,  4 Lincoln’s  Sparrows  were 
at  Alligator  L.,  Columbia  21  Feb  (PB),  with 
loners  at  L.  Apopka  17  Jan  and  21  Feb  (HR) 
and  West  Delray  Park  14  Feb+  (BrH). 

At  least  13  reports  of  Summer  Tanager 
ranged  from  the  panhandle  to  the  s.  peninsu- 
la, with  3 at  Gainesville  through  11  Feb 
(AKe),  3 in  the  the  Orlando  area  through  sea- 
son’s end  (BHA,  Paul  Hueber,  Walter  Taylor), 
and  3 at  Stuart,  Martin  2 Jan  (Bill  Edmunds). 
Reports  of  Western  Tanagers,  too,  spanned 
the  entire  state,  with  individuals  at  Pensacola 
10-15  Feb  (Ann,  David,  & Chris  Forster); 
Gulf  Breeze  25-28  Jan  (Bill  & Greta 
Bremser);  Ft.  Walton  Beach  S.T.F  21  Dec 
(L&RAD);  Ft.  Walton  Beach  17  Jan  (Kelly 
Jones);  Brandon,  Hillsborough  9 Feb  (ph. 
Ellen  Variz);  Lakeland  13  Feb  (ph.  Bob 
Snow);  and  Bill  Baggs  Cape  Florida  S.P  14 
Jan+  (ph.  RD).  Now  annual  in  winter,  lone 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were  at  Gainesville 
7-9  Dec  (Pete  Colverson),  Titusville,  Brevard 
Feb-i-  (Doug  Stuckey,  m.ob.),  Naples  9 Jan 
(T&VB),  and  Kendall  Indian  Hammocks,  Mi- 
ami-Dade  1 Feb  Oudd  Patterson).  Besides 
wintering  at  L.  Apopka,  where  they  are  year- 
round  residents,  single  Blue  Grosbeaks  were 
seen  at  Alachua  18  Jan  (Bob  Wallace)  and  at 
Honeymoon  Island  S.P  19-24  Jan  (B&DL, 
RoS  et  al).  Yet  another  annual  westerner, 
male  Lazuli  Buntings  were  at  Thonotosassa, 
Hillsborough  8-19  Feb  (Russ  & Gail  Kruetz- 
mann)  and  at  Oviedo,  Seminole  (3rd  consec- 
utive year;  ph.  Mary  Acken),  a bird  continu- 
ing from  the  fall  season.  Casual  in  winter  in 
the  n.  regions  of  Florida,  at  least  5 Indigo  and 
2 Painted  Buntings  were  tallied,  including 
single  Painteds  at  Jacksonville  26  Dec  (Julie 
Cocke)  and  at  Naples  9 Jan  (T&VB).  Six 
sightings  of  Dickcissel  were  received,  with 
loners  at  Gulf  Breeze  11  Dec-17  Feb  (Bill  & 
Greta  Bremser),  Alligator  Point  13  Dec  0M)> 
Winter  Park,  Orange  6 Feb-i-  (ph.  BHA, 
m.ob.),  Myakka  River  S.P  14  Dec  (Tommy 
Elliott,  John  Ginaven  et  al),  and  Bill  Baggs 
Cape  Florida  S.P.  31  Dec  (RD);  up  to  6 were 
at  L.  Apopka  throughout  the  season  (HR). 
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The  only  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  was  re- 
ported from  L.  Apopka  23  Dec  (DS).  A total 
of  about  25  Rusty  Blackbirds  was  reported  in 
the  n.  regions  only,  with  5 as  far  s.  as  Alachua 
(Greg  Stephens,  Caleb  Gordon).  The  only 
Brewer’s  Blackbirds  were  recorded  from  Es- 
cambia throughout  winter,  with  a flock  of 
about  145  on  14  Jan  (L&RAD).  Rare  and  lo- 
cal in  the  panhandle,  24  Boat-tailed  Grackles, 
including  yellow-eyed  males,  were  counted 
at  Floridatown,  Santa  Rosa  (L&RAD),  and  15 
were  at  Panama  City  19  Dec  (Beth  Miller). 
The  only  Shiny  Cowbirds  reported  were  2 at 
Corkscrew  Swamp  Sanctuary,  Collier  13-21 
Feb  (Greg  Schrott  et  al.),  and  an  ad.  male  at 
the  entrance  to  Everglades  N.P,  Miami-Dade 
20  Dec  (Roxanne  Featherly).  An  Orchard 
Oriole  was  well  described  from  a sighting  at 
Melrose,  Putnam  16  Dec  (C.B.C.),  and  single 
Bullock’s  Orioles  were  at  two  Tallahassee  lo- 
cations, one  of  which  had  hosted  an  ad.  fe- 
male for  the  past  four  winters  Oim  Cavanagh, 
Fran  & Paul  Rutkovsky).  Three  Purple 
Finches  in  Alachua  13  Feb  (Lynda  Chapapri- 
eta)  and  one  at  Winter  Garden,  Orange  13 
Feb  (Robert  Gauthier)  constituted  the  only 
reports.  Twenty-seven  House  Finches  at 
Naples  13  Dec  (TB  et  al.)  indicated  a signifi- 
cant range  extension  s.  along  the  Gulf  coast 
for  this  species.  While  American  Goldfinches 
were  in  numbers  lower  than  usual  in  the 
peninsula,  10  Pine  Siskins  at  nine  locations 
from  Gainesville  (6-13  Feb;  John  Martin)  to 
Sarasota  (20  Dec-15  Jan;  Sue  & Bill  Herring) 
made  an  above-average  season. 

Contributors  (and  members  of  the  Florida 
Ornithological  Society  Field  Observations 
Committee,  in  boldface):  Brian  Ahern  (BAh), 
Bruce  H.  Anderson,  Danny  Bales  (DBa), 
Andy  Bankert,  Ted  & Virginia  Below,  John  H. 
Boyd,  Michael  Brothers  (MBr),  Patricia 
Burns,  Robin  Diaz,  Lucy  & Robert  A.  Dun- 
can, Margaret  England,  Charlie  Ewell,  Judy 
Fisher,  Cole  Fredricks,  David  Freeland,  David 
Gagne,  Murray  Gardler,  Carl  Goodrich,  Matt 
& Kim  Hafner,  Al  & Bev  Hansen,  Mitchell 
Harris,  John  Hintermister  QoH),  Brian  Hope 
(BrH),  Alice  Horst,  Adam  Kent  (AKe),  Mari- 
anne Korosy  Andy  Kratter  (AKr),  Ed  Kwater, 
Bob  & Denise  Lane,  Rob  Lengacher,  Vince 
Lucas,  John  Murphy,  Peggy  Powell,  Bill 
Pranty,  John  Puschock,  Gallus  C.  Quigley,  Jr., 
Harry  Robinson,  Carlos  Sanchez,  Bob  Sicolo, 
David  Simpson,  J.  Simpson,  Ron  Smith 
(RoS),  Roberto  Torres  (RoT). 
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The  woods  were  quiet  this  winter.  Due  to 
the  poor  cone  and  seed  crop,  many 
birds  departed  the  province  for  the  sea- 
son. It  was  noted  that  Algonquin  Provincial 
Park  had  one  of  the  most  complete  absences 
of  conifer  seed  crops  on  record!  The  unsea- 
sonably pleasant  weather  from  the  fall  contin- 
ued into  early  winter.  Snowfall  was  light 
throughout  the  period,  even  though  the  tem- 
peratures returned  to  more  seasonable  values 
by  mid-January.  Finches  were  scarce  or  ab- 
sent— a stark  contrast  to  the  previous  winter: 
Pine  Siskins  were  few  and  far  between  in  the 
early  part  of  the  period,  then  absent  later;  and 
a few  White-winged  Crossbills  remained  in 
the  boreal  forest,  but  they  were  virtually  non- 
existent in  the  south.  A moderate  invasion  of 
Northern  Hawk  Owls  was  evident  in  the 
south,  while  other  owls  were  low  in  numbers. 
Some  interesting  late  warbler  records  in  the 
south  included  Yellow-throated  Warbler, 
Northern  Waterthmsh,  and  Wilson’s  Warbler. 
Other  rarities  included  continuing  Phainope- 
pla  and  Black-tailed  Gull  and  a wintering 
Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finch  in  the  north.  Two 
different  Mew  Gulls  were  along  the  Niagara 
River  in  early  January,  and  an  adult  Ivory  Gull 
made  an  appearance  in  February. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  HERONS 

Greater  White-fronted  Geese  were  scarce  dur- 
ing the  period.  One  was  at  Bondhead,  Durham 
2-3  Dec  (AEMA,  JBa,  TB),  and  perhaps  the 
same  bird  was  at  Whitby,  Durham  20  Dec  (DCT, 
LAT,  RGT);  another  frequented  London,  Mid- 
dlesex 19-24  Dec  (CM,  BY  et  al.).  Wintering 
Snow  Geese  included  6 at  Whitby,  Durham  23 
Jan+  (RRP  et  al).  The  only  Ross’s  Goose  was 
found  at  Chippawa,  Niagara  5 Dec  (KGB, 
MVAB  et  al.).  Two  long-staying  Brant  were  at 
Burlington,  Halton  1 Dec-3  Jan  (LU,  m.ob.). 
The  Barnacle  Goose  of  unknown  provenance  at 
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Grimsby,  Niagara  19  Dec-17  Jan  was  likely  the 
same  individual  that  was  around  in  previous 
winters  (m.ob.).  A Common  Shelduck,  was  at 
Burlington  Beach,  Halton  25-29  Dec  (Kyna  In- 
tini)  and  then  in  Hamilton  29  Dec  (ph.  P. 
Armishaw,  S.  Gilchrist;  images  posted 
to  <http://www.flickr.com/photos/sprint8/ 
4225748433>).  Recent  records  of  the  species  in 
Newfoundland  and  Massachusetts  have  been 
considered  potentially  of  wild  birds  from  Ice- 
land, where  the  population  has  increased,  and 
the  there  is  every  possibility  that  wild  birds 
could  reach  the  Great  Lakes  as  well.  A male 
Green-winged  Teal  successfully  wintered  in  the 
aeration  pond  at  Blenheim  Sewage  Lagoon, 
Chatham-Kent  0TB).  There  was  a locally 
record-late  male  Ring-necked  Duck  at 
Marathon,  Thunder  Bay  8-20  Dec  (MTB).  A fe- 
male King  Eider  was  at  Presqu’ile  PR,  Northum- 
berland 31  Jan  (LF);  8 were  at  Hamilton  10  Jan 
(RZD  et  al.);  and  9 were  at  Stoney 
Creek  Lakeshore,  Hamilton  1 Feb 
(KAM).  Harlequin  Ducks  appeared 
in  lower  numbers  this  winter,  with 
the  only  reports  being  from  L.  On- 
tario. Five  were  along  the  water- 
front from  Port  Credit,  Peel  to  Hum- 
ber Bay,  Toronto  (m.ob.),  and  one 
male  was  at  Cobourg,  Northumber- 
land 14-17  Jan  (m.ob.).  Away  from 
the  traditional  spots  near  Ottawa, 
single  Barrow’s  Goldeneyes  were  re- 
ported from  eight  locations:  Wolfe 
L,  Frontenac  20  Dec  (GFV,  RDW); 

Bath,  Frontenac  30  Dec  (BER); 

Wolsey  L.,  Manitoulin  6 Jan-27  Eeb 
(CTB,  RT,  et  ah);  Stoney  Creek 
Lakeshore  7-11  Jan  QP);  Presqu’ile  PR  8Jan-28 
Peb+  (EMH);  Rideau  R.,  s.  of  Ottawa  8 Jan 
(RH);  Port  Hope,  No?'thumbci'land  10  Jan  (REF, 
EK,  JBG);  and  Kingston  10  Jan  QHE,  RDW). 
Two  Barrow’s  were  at  Burlington  2-6  Dec  (AD 
et  al.),  and  single  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  x Com- 
mon Goldeneye  hybrids  were  at  Hamilton  Har- 
bour, Hamilton  13  Dec  (RZD)  and  Burlington 
27  Dec  (RZD  et  al).  A male  Hooded  Merganser 
X Bufflehead  hybrid  was  at  Lakefront  Prome- 
nade Park,  Peel  28  Dec  (ph.  CLW,  JB).  In  the  n., 
a male  Hooded  Merganser  was  notable  at  Eagle 
River,  Kenora  20  Jan-13  Eeb  (CDE).  Three 
male  Ruddy  Ducks  at  Port  Lambton,  Lambton 
16  Jan  were  noteworthy  for  the  St.  Clair  R. 
(BAM). 

Gray  Partridges  seen  in  the  traditional  loca- 
tions included  12  at  Brantford,  Brant  17  Dec 
(DRG)  and  up  to  16  at  Eallowfield,  Ottawa  16 
Dec  (BMD).  A Red-throated  Loon  was  noted 
flying  past  the  Tip  at  Point  Pelee  N.P.  21  Dec 
(PDP  et  al.).  An  imm.  Yellow-billed  Loon  was 
at  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Algoma  31  Dec-2  Jan 
(DWM  et  al).  A Horned  Grebe  mistook  pave- 


ment for  water  and  wrecked  in  London  5 Jan 
(fide  CS).  It  was  taken  into  rehabilitation  and 
released  the  next  day  into  the  Thames  River.  A 
Red-necked  Grebe  repeated  the  performance 
at  London  the  very  same  day  (LM,  DL);  it  was 
also  taken  into  rehabilitation  and  later  re- 
leased to  join  2 other  Red-necked  Grebes  on 
the  Thames  R.  at  London  6-7  Jan  (m.ob.)  All 
of  these  occurrences  were  likely  a result  of 
sudden  freeze-up  in  the  north.  Mid-winter 
sightings  of  Double-crested  Cormorants  in- 
cluded one  at  Queenston,  Niagara  9 Jan  (LF) 
and  one  in  the  Port  Weller,  Niagara  area  10 
Jan  through  at  least  13  Feb  (BH,  m.ob.),  A lo- 
cally record-late  Great  Blue  Heron  was  at 
Atikokan,  Rainy  River  10  Dec  (MCE),  and  up 
to  6 wintered  at  Wheatley  Harbour,  Essex 
(m.ob.).  A Great  Egret  at  Wheatley  Harbour 
since  10  Nov  (AW)  was  last  seen  9 Dec.  An 
imm.  Black-crowned  Night-Heron,  although 


not  discovered  until  20  Eeb  (ph.  PAW),  likely 
wintered  at  a sewage  outlet  on  the  Thames  R. 
at  Chatham,  Chatham-Kent. 

VULTURES  THROUGH  GULLS 

More  Turkey  Vultures  appear  to  be  wintering 
in  the  province.  Roosts  included  13  s.  of 
Rockton,  Hamilton  17  Jan  (JA,  m.ob.)  and  16 
at  Bismarck,  Niagara  21  Feb  (AW).  Golden 
Eagles  are  increasingly  being  reported 
through  winter;  one  at  Algonquin  PR  13  Feb 
was  rather  notable  (RK).  Gyrfalcons  included 
a dark  morph  at  Fisherville,  Haldimand  17 
Dec  QMH,  RCS),  a gray  morph  at  Port  Cred- 
it, Peel  28  Dec  OEH,  JI,  JHS),  and  a gray 
morph  at  Indian  Point  Bridge,  Manitoulin  11-  ; 

12  Feb  (CTB,  JR,  RT).  A gray  morph  at  Ot- 
tawa 20  Dec  (CT)  was  likely  the  same  indi- 
vidual seen  sporadically  there  through  15  Jan 
OMT).  Single  Virginia  Rails  were  near  Ron- 
deau Townsite,  Chatham-Kent  20  Dec  (JTB) 
and  at  Wolfe  1.  the  same  day  (GFV,  RDW);  an- 
other at  Pinehurst  C.A.,  Brant  13  Feb  had  ob- 
viously overwintered  (KK).  Locally  signih- 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


This  hardy  Black-crowned  Night-Heron  wintered  in  Chatham,  Chatham- 
Kent,  Ontario  (here  21  February  2010).  Photograph  by  P.  Allen  Woodliffe. 
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Well  east  of  typical  wintering  areas,  this  Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finch  spent  20 
December  2009  through  at  least  28  (here  12)  February  2010  at  Marathon  in 
the  Thunder  Bay  District  of  Ontario.  Photograph  by  Michael  T.  Butler. 


cant  high  counts  of  Sandhill  Cranes  were  47 
at  Navan,  Ottawa  4 Dec  (RW  et  al.)  and  52  at 
Blenheim,  Chatham-Kent  12  Dec  (SRC);  a sin- 
gle at  Vinemount,  Hamilton  10  Jan  furnished 
a rare  winter  record  (CTBu).  A very  late 
American  Coot  was  at  Marathon  5-15  Dec 
(MTB  et  al.).  Wintering  American  Coots  in- 
cluded 4 (2  later  died)  taking  advantage  of  a 
small  open  area  of  water  at  Erieau,  Chatham- 
Kent  OTB,  m.ob.)  and  one  on  the  St.  Clair  R. 
from  Courtright  to  Sombra,  Lambton  (BAM). 

Purple  Sandpipers  were  few  and  far  be- 
tween: one  was  at  Fifty  Point  C.A.,  Hamilton 
13  Dec  (AWi,  KWi),  5 at  Presqu’ile  EP.  15  Dec 
(BRH,  JSP),  2 at  Niagara  Falls,  Niagara  7 Jan 
(LF,  KH),  and  one  at  the  Tip  in  Point  Pelee 
N.E  9 Jan  (PDP  et  ah),  which  was  locally  a 
record-late  fall  migrant.  Tardy  American 
Woodcocks  included  one  at  Wolfe  I.  20  Dec 
(GFV,  RDW)  and  one  at  Peterborough,  Peter- 
borough 24  Dec  (SS).  A Wilson’s  Snipe  was 
found  at  Port  Rowan,  Norfolk  27  Jan  (YA).  Al- 
though they  were  not  discovered  until  early 
Mar,  2 Wilson’s  Snipe  had  undoubtedly  win- 
tered again  at  a water  seep  at  Marathon 
(MTB).  Little  Gulls  made  an  appearance  in  w. 
L.  Erie  with  a large  number  of  Bonaparte’s 
Gulls  in  late  Jan:  one  ad.  was  the  Tip  in  Point 
Pelee  N.P.  23  Jan  (BAM),  and  2 were  at  Erieau 
the  next  day  QTB,  KJB).  About  1000  Bona- 
parte’s Gulls  feeding  off  the  Tip  in  Point  Pelee 
N.P.  23  Jan  (BAM)  and  over  2000  at  Erieau  24 
Jan  (KJB,  JTB)  were  rather  high  counts  for 
birds  that  are  generally  considered  late  fall  mi- 
grants in  the  province.  The  ad.  Black-headed 
Gull  from  Nov  on  the  Niagara  R.  was  last  seen 
10  Jan  (BC  et  al.).  An  ad.  Mew  Gull  of  sub- 
species brachyrhynchus  was  at  Queenston  1-6 
Jan  (BP,  WCD,  JI).  To  add  to  the  excitement, 
an  ad.  Mew  Gull  that  exhibited  characteristics 
of  subspecies  canus  was  seen  in  the  same 
vicinity  6-7  Jan  (DD,  JI,  KAM)!  The  third-cy- 
cle California  Gull  at  Queenston  since  17  Oct 
lingered  through  2 Jan  (m.ob.).  Ontario’s  first 
Black-tailed  Gull  from  the  fall  season  made 
infrequent  appearances  and  was  last  sighted  at 


Port  Burwell,  Elgin  14  Dec  (ABA). 
Two  Glaucous  Gull  x Herring  Gull 
hybrids  were  at  Cobourg  in  early  Feb 
(MJCB,  RWFP).  A rather  late  juv. 
Black-legged  Kittiwake  was  noted  at 
Kincardine,  Bruce  28  Dec  OT)-  An 
ad.  Ivory  Gull  made  a very  short  and 
exciting  appearance  for  two  ob- 
servers at  Cherry  Beach  in  Toronto 
15  Feb  QI,  PNP).  Snowy  Owls  were 
scarce  this  winter,  with  most  sight- 
ings just  n.  of  Toronto. 

OWLS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Numerous  reports  of  Northern  Hawk 
Owls  indicated  a moderate  invasion  into  South- 
ern Ontario.  Many  specific  locations  were  not 
revealed,  but  at  least  5 were  in  the  Sudbury  area 
(fide,  EJM),  6 in  the  Thunder  Bay  vicinity  (fide, 
NGE),  and  5 on  Manitoulin  1.  (fide,  CTB).  Oth- 
er reports  included  singles  at  the  following  ten 
locations:  Ferndale,  Bruce  1-17  Dec  (EM  et  al); 
Dryden,  Kenora  18-19  Dec  (’WS);  Eagle  Lake, 
Kenora  19  Dec  Oku);  Pembroke,  Renfrew  19 
Dec  (BED,  BMD);  Hilliardton  Marsh,  Timiskam- 
ing  20  Dec  (MM);  Bracebridge,  Muskoka  22-23 
Dec  OG);  Orillia,  Simcoe  3 Jan-28  Feb-r 
(m.ob.);  Moose  Creek,  Prescott  and  Russell  4 
Jan-27  Feb  QD,  m.ob.);  Baillieboro,  Peterbor- 
ough 15  Jan-15  Feb  (RWFP);  and  s.  of  Ear  Falls, 
Kenora  22  Jan  (CDE).  Barred  Owls  were  a little 
higher  in  numbers  than  usual  from  Kingston  to 
Presqu’ile  PR:  at  least  11  were  in  Presqu’ile  PR 
(m.ob.),  while  the  Kingston  area  held  up  to  8 in 
Dec  and  17  from  Jan  through  Feb  (fide,  RDW). 
The  few  Great  Gray  Owls  reported  included  sin- 
gles at  Almonte,  Ottawa  1-24  Dec  (fide,  MJ), 
Fenelon  Falls,  Victoria  10  Jan  (BA),  Limoges, 
Prescott  and  Russell  14-15  Jan  (DBr,  LS),  Syden- 
ham, Frontenac  2 Feb  (DK),  and  Balderson,  La- 
nark 15  Feb  (fide  JeG).  Boreal  Owls  were  very 
scarce,  with  singles  at  Whitney,  Nipissing  17 
Jan-28  Feb+  QM  et  al.)  and  in  Owl  Woods  on 
Wolfe  1.  28  Dec-28  Feb+  (KFN,  m.ob.)  being 
the  only  reports  from  Southern  Ontario. 

A Northern  Flicker  successfully  wintered  at 
Chippewa,  Thunder  Bay  (BJM).  Red-headed 
Woodpeckers  are  severely  declining  in  the 
province.  Winter  reports  included  one  at  Belle 
River,  Essex  19  Dec  (fide  PDP),  4 near  Blenheim 
20  Dec  (BRG,  VLM),  one  at  Point  Pelee  21  Dec 
(RJLJ,  LJ),  and  one  at  a feeder  in  Strathroy  Mid- 
dlesex 23  Dec  (SRC).  Two  Blue-headed  Vireos 
pushed  the  winter  envelope:  one  at  Gloucester, 
Ottawa  8 Dec  QP;  a record-late  date  for  the 
area)  and  one  at  Point  Pelee  N.P  13  Dec  (AW). 
A Carolina  Wren  lingered  at  Bracebridge  until 
it  probably  perished  after  13  Jan  (BLT).  A hardy 
House  Wren  was  at  Erieau  15  Nov-20  Dec  QTB 
et  al).  Four  Townsend’s  Solitaires  were  found 
during  the  winter.  Two  were  in  Thunder  Bay 


District:  one  at  the  Pic  R.  mouth  10  Dec  (MTB) 
and  one  at  Angler  Creek  20  Dec  (NGE,  BJM). 
One  was  photographed  at  Haileybury, 
Timiskaming  13  Dec  (DG,  SG,  MW),  the  north- 
ernmost record  for  Ontario,  and  another  was  at 
Evansville,  Manitoulin  early  Jan-28  Feb+  (WB, 
SB).  A Hermit  Thrush  at  L.  Travers,  Algonquin 
EE  5 Dec  was  record  late  for  the  area  (ph. 
MWPR).  Two  male  Varied  Thrushes  were 
recorded — at  Tobermory,  Bmce  14-16  Dec  (BT, 
HT)  and  at  Cold  Creek  C.A.,  York  7 Jan-28 
Feb+  (GS,  m.ob.).  Gray  Catbird  reports  includ- 
ed a northerly  record  at  Marathon  6 Dec  (MTB, 
WSC),  while  in  the  s.,  notable  singles  were  at 
Valley  Inn,  Hamilton  1-29  Jan  (CEE  et  al.)  and 
at  Kincardine  25  Jan-12  Feb  QAT).  Brown 
Thrashers  taking  advantage  of  feeders  in  the  n. 
survived  the  winter  at  Dryden  16  Dec-28  Feb+ 
(MVBB,  DJMS,  CDE,  JAB)  and  at  Sault  Ste. 
Marie  for  the  entire  period  15  Nov+  (US  et  al). 
A high  count  of  American  Pipits  included  50  at 
Cheapside,  Haldimand  3-5  Jan  (DRD,  GEP), 
while  singles  were  at  Erie  Beach,  Chatham-Kent 
9 Jan  QTB)  and  Thickson’s  Point,  Durham  14 
Jan  (DK);  one  at  Point  Pelee  7 Feb  (AW)  made 
only  the  3rd  winter  record  locally. 

Small  numbers  of  Bohemian  Waxwings 
roved  the  s.,  but  300+  near  Peterborough  20 
Jan  was  a high  count  (BH,  MH).  Ontario’s 
Phainopepla  from  the  fall  period  at  Brampton, 
Peel  continued  until  9 Feb,  with  sporadic  ap- 
pearances (DBo  et  al).  It  was  taken  to  a reha- 
bilitation on  that  date  but  expired  17  Feb  (fide 
DBo);  there  is  but  one  previous  provincial 
record.  An  Orange-crowned  Warbler  at  Thun- 
der Bay  6-7  Dec  was  an  interesting  late  record 
for  Northern  Ontario  (IM),  as  was  a Yellow- 
rumped  Warbler  at  a feeder  in  Nipigon,  Thun- 
der Bay  19-late  Dec  (RJS,  MMS  et  al).  A Yel- 
low-throated Warbler  apparently  of  sub- 
species albilora  provided  the  first  winter 
record  for  the  Hamilton  Study  Area  24  Dec-1 1 
Jan  (GRE,  SE,  m.ob.).  A Pine  Warbler  was  at 
Burlington  1-3  Jan  (RZD  et  al).  Record  late  for 
the  Rondeau  Birding  Area  was  a Northern  Wa- 
terthrush  at  Erieau  13-20  Dec  0TB,  BAM  et 
al).  At  the  e.  edge  of  the  province.  Common 
Yellowthroats  in  Ottawa  were  at  the  Brittannia 
Water  Plant  15  Dec  (BMD)  and  at  Strathcona 
Park  17-23  Dec  (PB  m.ob.).  An  injured  male 
Wilson’s  Warbler  was  at  Oakville,  Halton  23- 
27  Dec  (DRD,  m.ob.),  confirming  the  2nd 
winter  record  for  the  Hamilton  Study  Area. 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Wintering  male  Eastern  Towhees  in  the  n.  in- 
cluded one  at  Heron  Bay,  Thunder  Bay  11 
Dec-27  Feb  (MTB  et  al.)  and  one  at  Marathon 
6 Feb  (MS).  Also  noteworthy  for  the  n.  was  a 
very  late  Chipping  Sparrow  at  Marathon  2-21 
Dec  (MLA,  MTB);  another  made  a brief  ap- 
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pearance  at  Port  Burwell  5 Jan  OPS).  A pure 
flock  of  9 Field  Sparrows  at  the  Rondeau  PR 
campground  was  an  interesting  sight  17  Jan 
QTB,  BAM).  Savannah  Sparrow  reports  in- 
cluded singles  at  Point  Pelee  30  Dec  (AW), 
Port  Burwell  1-3  Jan  (ABA),  and  at  a roadside 
scrape  near  Erie  Beach,  Chatham-Kent  10  Jan 
(BAM).  A Fox  Sparrow  wintered  at  a 
Marathon  feeder  2 Dec-28  Feb+  (MTB, 
MLA),  and  one  at  Dryden  18-20  Dec  was  also 
noteworthy  for  the  n.  (DJMS).  Also  wintering 
at  a Marathon  feeder  was  a White-throated 
Sparrow  2 Dec-28  Feb+  (MTB,  MLA),  while 
another  was  killed  when  it  struck  a window  at 
Pukaskwa  N.R  8 Dec  (MLA,  WM).  Elsewhere, 
2 White-throateds  spent  most  of  the  winter  at 
a feeder  in  Manitouwadge,  Thunder  Bay  (ph. 
TBH),  and  one  wintered  at  Algonquin  PR, 
just  the  6th  winter  record  for  the  park 
(m.ob.).  Rare  for  Mitskoka,  a Harris’s  Sparrow 
utilized  a feeder  at  Bracebridge  18  Jan-28 
Feb+  (BD).  Signihcant  for  the  date,  a White- 
crowned  Sparrow  was  at  Red  Rock,  Thunder 
Bay  19  Dec  (BJM). 

Northern  Cardinals  continue  to  expand 
their  range  northward.  Three  or  more  win- 
tered at  Marathon  (MTB  et  ah),  while  at 
Atikokan,  singles  remaining  from  the  fall  pe- 
riod included  a male  until  28  Dec  (DHE)  and 
a female  at  another  feeder  remaining  until  the 
same  date  (DLi).  An  injured  male  Rose- 
breasted Grosbeak  from  late  fall  relied  upon  a 
feeder  at  Presqu'ile  PR  until  21  Jan  (m.ob.). 
Two  Rusty  Blackbirds  were  a standout  at  a 
feeder  at  Oxdrift,  Kenora  19  Dec-28  Feb+ 
QB),  as  were  2 Common  Crackles  at  Eagle 
River  for  the  same  dates  (BB,  GB).  A Balti- 
more Oriole  was  observed  at  a feeder  in  Mis- 
sissauga, Peel  4 Dec-4  Jan  (SJH). 

A hrst-basic  Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finch 
was  at  Marathon  20  Dec-28  Feb+  (MTB,  MEA 
et  ah).  Purple  Finches  were  virtually  absent 
from  the  province  during  the  winter,  with 
very  few  reported.  Also  scarce.  Red  Crossbills 
were  reported  from  Petroglyphs  PR,  Peterbor- 
ough 22  Jan+  (2;  AEMA,  m.ob.)  and  from  Al- 
gonquin’s east-side  pine  forests  4 Dec  (5;  EH) 
and  7 Feb  (2;  JHS).  A few  White-winged 
Crossbills  were  reported  in  the  boreal  forest, 
but  only  2 singles  were  seen  in  the  s.:  one  at 
Stratford,  Perth  3 Jan  (RB)  and  one  female  at 
Burlington  30  Jan-7  Feb  (WGL  et  ah).  A large 
flock  of  up  to  75  American  Goldhnches  at  Al- 
gonquin's visitor  center  feeder  was  notable,  as 
virtually  no  other  hnches  were  around  (fide 
RGT).  As  numbers  of  Evening  Grosbeak  con- 
tinue to  decline  in  the  province,  any  records 
are  welcome:  a female  continued  at  Rondeau 
P.P.  through  at  least  16  Jan  0TB,  m.ob.). 
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Kurca,  Anita  M.  Jacobsen,  William  G.  Lam- 
ond,  Christina  A.  Lewis,  David  Livicker  (DLi), 
Daphne  Lowe,  Irene  Macdonald,  Maggie 
MacPherson,  Blake  A.  Mann,  Leonard  Man- 
ning, Donald  W.  Martin,  Vicki  L.  McKay,  Kevin 
A.  McLaughlin,  Cathy  McRae,  R.  Douglas 
McRae,  Erwin  J.  Meissner,  Ethan  Meleg, 
Wayne  Michano,  Brian  J.  Moore,  Jon  S. 
Pleizier,  Richard  W.  E Pope,  Betsy  Potter,  Paul 
D.  Pratt,  Paul  N.  Prior,  George  E.  Pond,  Ray- 
field  R.  Pye,  Brian  D.  Ratcliff,  Peter  A.  Read, 
Maureen  Riggs,  Bruce  E.  Ripley,  Janice  Robin- 
son, Joseph  Ruete  (JRu),  Michael  W.  R Runtz, 
Darlene  J.  M.  Salter,  Geoff  Simpson,  Langis 
Sirois,  Jeffrey  H.  Skevington,  Michael  Small, 
Roy  B.  H.  Smith,  Ross  C.  Snider,  Charles  Sper- 
lich,  Joseph  P.  Stephenson,  Ursula  Schleen, 
Walter  Stewart,  Margo  M.  Swainson,  Robert  J. 
Swainson,  Barb  & Hugh  Tanner,  J.  Michael 
Tate,  Barbara  L.  Taylor,  Rodney  Thompson, 
Douglas  C.  Tozer,  Laura  A.  Tozer,  Ronald  G. 
Tozer,  Chris  Traynor,  James  A.  Turland,  Louise 
Unitt,  G.  E Vance,  Richard  Waters,  Ron  D. 
Weir,  Mike  Werner,  Angie  & Kenneth 
Williams,  Christopher  L.  Wood,  P.  Allen 
Woodliffe,  Alan  Wormington,  Barbara  Yeo. 


Blake  A.  Mann,  171  Margaret  Avenue 
Wallaceburg,  Ontario  N8A  2A3,  (boatmann(®kent.net) 
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The  winter  of  2009-2010  in  the  Region 
was  one  of  big  snowstorms.  One  ar- 
rived perfectly  timed  to  wreak  havoc 
on  the  first  weekend  of  the  Christmas  Bird 
Count  period.  January  was  mostly  tranquil 
with  little  new  snow.  However,  beginning  5 
February,  a series  of  strong  storms  swept 
through,  bringing  blizzard  conditions  at 
times  and  affecting  especially  eastern  and 
southern  portions  of  the  Region.  Although 
the  Lake  Erie  Basin  had  its  usual  snowy 
weather,  for  a change  that  area  could  not 
claim  the  most  severe  snow  conditions.  De- 
spite the  snowy  weather,  the  temperatures 
were  in  fact  not  particularly  cold.  From 
Cleveland,  Ohio  to  State  College,  Pennsylva- 
nia, December  days  averaged  just  1°  Fahren- 
heit below  normal,  January  averaged  2° 
above  normal,  and  February  1°  below  nor- 
mal, resulting  in  overall  average  tempera- 
tures for  the  season. 

Unlike  in  recent  winters,  this  season  was 
not  conducive  for  lingering  waterfowl,  espe- 
cially puddle  ducks,  which  mostly  vacated  the 
Region  vHth  the  onset  of  severe  weather  in 
mid-December.  We  have  been  tracking  the 
dynamic  fall  migration  of  Sandhill  Crane 
through  western  Ohio  for  several  years,  but  it 
is  rarely  as  well  documented  as  this  season. 
That  the  species  moves  en  masse  in  the  wake 
of  a severe  cold  snap  has  been  known  for 
some  time,  but  this  season,  the  bulk  of  the 
flight  took  place  over  a weekend,  with  a lead- 
up  that  allowed  for  many  to  be  alerted  via  the 
Internet.  Although  gull  numbers  were  decid- 
edly down,  and  diversity  was  subpar  on  Lake 
Erie,  interior  reservoir  and  river  sites  had  nu- 
merous interesting  reports.  Few  hardy  song- 
birds tried  to  overwinter,  although  Gray  Cat- 
birds proved  adept  at  finding  favorable  urban 
riparian  micro-climates,  and  Least  Sandpipers 
are  doing  likewise.  So  too,  a surprising  num- 
ber of  warblers  lingered,  although  many  were 
supported  by  suet  feeders. 

We  thank  Gabe  Leidy  for  help  in  compiling 
data  for  the  S.  A.  box  on  the  Sandhill  Crane 
flight. 


Totally  unexpected  was  this  Forster's  Tern  that  appeared  in  downtown  Pittsburgh 
30  (here  31)  December  2009  through  2 January  2010.  It  narrowly  became  the  sec- 
ond January  Forster's  Tern  in  Pennsylvania  history.  Photograph  by  Geoff  Malosh. 


Abbreviations:  B.R.A.  (Black 
River  Audubon);  Buck  Creek 
(Buck  Creek  S.P.,  Clark,  OH); 
Byrd  Dam  (Robert  C.  Byrd  Lock 
&r  Dam,  Mason,  W\0;  Caesar 
Creek  (Caesar  Creek  S.P,  War- 
ren/Greene, OH);  Deer  Creek 
(Deer  Creek  W.M.A.  and  Deer 
Creek  S.P,  Fayette/Pichaway, 
OH);  Funk  Bottoms  (Funk  Bot- 
toms W.M.A. , Ashland/Wayne, 
OH);  Green  Bottom  (Green 
Bottom  W.M.A.,  Cabell,  WV); 
Hoover  (Hoover  Res., 
Delaware/Franklin,  OH); 
Killdeer  Plains  (Killdeer  Plains 
W.M.A.,  Wyandot/Marion,  OH); 
O.S.U.  (Ohio  State  University, 
Franklin,  OH);  Ottawa  (Ottawa 
N.W.R.,  Lucas/Ottawa,  OH); 
Presque  Isle  (Presque  Isle  S.P, 
Erie,  PA);  N.WP.C.P  (Northeast 
Water  Pollution  Control  Plant, 
Philadelphia,  PA). 


WATERFOWL 
THROUGH  HERONS 

An  average  8 Greater  White- 
fronted  Geese  in  Ohio  included 
2 in  Lucas  3-4  Jan  (KK,  DG),  2 
in  Hamilton  1-9  Jan  (JK,  J.  Mar- 
vin), and  up  to  2 at  Killdeer 
Plains  28-31  Jan  (Jack  Stenger, 

Jay  Stenger,  m.ob.).  A large 
mid-winter  flock  for  West  Vir- 
ginia turned  up  in  Jefferson, 
where  7 remained  29  Dec-12 
Jan  (K.  Weatherby,  fide  MO,  C. 

Del  Colle).  Others  included  2 
in  Morgantown  10  Jan  (K. 

Aldinger)  and  one  at  Byrd  Dam 
16  Jan  (MG).  In  Pennsylvania, 

Greater  White-fronted  Geese 
were  recorded  in  seven  coun- 
ties, all  in  the  se.  part  of  the 
state  (m.ob.).  Among  31  Cack- 
ling Geese  across  Ohio,  11  was 
the  highest  count,  noted  on  the 
Great  Miami  R.,  Montgomery  2 
Jan  (RA);  5 each  were  seen  in 
Hamilton  2 Jan  (M.  GilsdorO 
and  in  Delaware  11  Dec  (SW). 

Noteworthy  for  midwinter  were  3 at  Killdeer 
Plains  26-31  Jan  (LK,  Jack  Stenger,  Jay 
Stenger).  In  West  Virginia,  4 Cacklings  were 
at  Byrd  Dam  16  Jan  (MG),  one  in  Wetzel  1 Jan 
(WJ),  and  another  at  Glenwood  25-27  Dec 
(GR,  DP,  MG).  A Pink-footed  Goose  pho- 
tographed at  L.  Muhlenberg,  Allentown,  PA 
21-22  Dec  was  a first  for  Lehigh  (M.  Loyko, 
M.  Moser  et  al.).  Nice  counts  of  Brant  in 


White-winged  Dove  continues  as  a sporadic  and  unpredictable  visitor  to  Ohio. 
This  bird  visited  a Holmes  County  feeder  4 (here  27)  December  2009  through  2 
January  2010.  Photograph  by  Gabe  Leidy. 

Pennsylvania  were  37  on  the  Susquehanna  R. 
near  Peach  Bottom,  Lancaster  22  Jan  (BS)  and 
100  on  the  White  Mills  C.B.C.  Wayne/Pike  20 
Dec  (B.  Leo).  Still  noteworthy,  Ross’s  Geese 
appeared  as  singles  in  Ohio,  with  one  in 
Franklin  14-15  Dec  (ph.  N.  Nye),  one  in 
Hamilton  9 Jan  0K)<  one  at  L.  White,  Ross  6 
Jan  (R.  Royse),  and  a first  county  record  for 
Seneca  15  Dec  (TB).  The  458  Tundra  Swans 
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This  Spotted  Towhee  was  a welcome  feeder  visitor  in  Holmes  County,  Ohio  24  (here 
27)  February  into  March  2010.  Photograph  by  Gabe  Leidy. 


For  the  second  winter  in  a row,  a Le  Conte's  Sparrow  was  discovered  in 
Pennsylvania.  This  bird  was  present  at  Struble  Lake,  Chester  County  27  De- 
cember 2009  through  24  (here  10)  January  2010  and  represented  the  ninth 
state  record  and  second  from  this  location.  Photograph  by  Jeffrey  Davis. 


over  Lewisville,  Indiana,  PA  7 Dec  (M,  Cun- 
kleman)  made  a nice  count. 

Northern  Pintails  were  largely  absent  this 
winter.  An  early  spring  migrant  Eurasian 
Wigeon  appeared  28  Feb  in  Licking,  OH  (M. 
Bowman).  Two  Eurasian  Wigeons  were  in 
Bucks,  PA  27  Dec  (M.  Halderman).  Wintering 
across  13  Ohio  counties,  Green-winged  Teal 
numbered  as  many  as  25  at  Fernald  Preserve, 
Hamilton  1 Jan  Q.  Hull),  with  12  remaining 
there  18  Jan  (PK).  A Eurasian  Teal  was  at  Hid- 
den L.,  Bucks,  PA  4-8  Dec  (B.  Keim).  The  915 
Greater  Scaup  counted  from  Kelleys  1.,  Erie, 
OH  20  Jan  (TB)  was  a good  mid-season  tally 
for  the  Western  Basin.  Scoters  were  scarce 
across  the  w.  portion  of  the  Region,  with  only 
20  Surf,  16  Black,  and  5 White-winged  report- 
ed from  L.  Erie  in  Ohio.  Ten  White-winged 
Scoters  were  on  the  Erie  C.B.C.  19  Dec,  and  6 
were  at  Presque  Isle  20-23  Jan  OM).  Six  Long- 
tailed Ducks  in  Lake,  OH  12  Dec  (JP)  made 
the  high  count  from  the  state,  and  9 were  on 


the  Susquehanna  R., 
Dauphin,  PA  12  Dec  (CR). 
The  high  in  Pennsylvania 
was  a flock  of  60  at  Presque 
Isle  16  Dec  OM).  A Harle- 
quin Duck  appeared  off 
Lakeshore  Metropark,  Lake, 
OH  11  Dec  OP),  and  anoth- 
er was  at  Presque  Isle  20 
Feb-r  (MV,  ph.  JM,  ph.  GM  et 
ah).  A passage  of  658  Buffle- 
heads  at  Lakeshore 
Metropark,  Lake,  OH  1 1 Dec 
QP)  was  an  excellent  tally 
for  the  Central  Basin.  Al- 
most annual  in  the  Region,  2 
Common  Goldeneye  x 
Hooded  Merganser  hybrids  were  at 
Scioto  Bottoms,  Scioto,  OH  31  Jan 
(DSr,  H.  Raymond,  BWr);  another 
was  along  the  Cleveland  lake  front  21 
Feb  (C.  Pierce).  The  12,700  Red- 
breasted Mergansers  along  L.  Erie  in 
Lake,  OH  6 Dec  QP)  represented  a 
good  movement  in  early  winter  for 
the  Central  Basin. 

So  few  Northern  Bobwhites  are 
mentioned  these  days  that  a covey  of 
10  in  Scipio  Twp.,  Meigs,  OH  26  Dec 
(T.  Morman)  is  noteworthy.  The 
flight  of  17  Red-throated  Loons 
along  L.  Erie  in  Lake  7 Dec  Q-  Talk- 
ington)  represents  the  largest  for 
Ohio.  One  was  inland  to  Buck  Creek 
13  Dec  (M.  Hatfield,  B.  Rockwell). 
One  from  the  fall  period  remained  in 
Jefferson,  WV  3 Dec  (C.  Del  Colle). 
In  Pennsylvania,  30  Red-throateds 
passed  Presque  Isle  12  Dec  OM)- 
Others  included  one  at  L.  Ontelaunee,  Berks 
3-5  Dec  (RK),  2 at  Bald  Eagle  S.P  4 Dec  (M. 
O’Donnell),  and  one  in  Bucks  24  Dec  (DF). 
Single  Red-necked  Grebes  were  in  Lake,  OH  5 
Feb  OP)  and  on  the  Ohio  R.,  at  Proctor,  Wet- 
zel, WV  29  Jan  (WJ).  A total  of  291  Horned 
Grebes  passed  Presque  Isle  7 Dec  OM).  In 
Ohio,  an  American  White  Pelican  was  present 
along  the  Great  Miami  R.  at  Riverside,  Butler 
18-27  Dec  (CS,  MB,  m.ob.).  Two  remaining 
from  Jul  were  still  present  at  Grand  L.,  Mer- 
cer/Auglaize, OH  6 Dec  0-  Bowers).  An  amaz- 
ing 75  Great  Cormorants  were  counted  along 
the  Delaware  R.,  Philadelphia,  PA  1 Jan  (E 
Windfelder).  Mid-season  Great  Egrets  includ- 
ed singles  at  Bayshore,  Lucas  18  Jan  (DG),  on 
the  Lower  Cuyahoga  R.,  Cleveland,  OH  2 Jan 
(KK),  along  the  Scioto  R.,  Franklin,  OH  1 Feb 
(C.  Moore),  and  in  Lancaster,  PA  26  Dec 
through  Feb  (D.  Bosler,  J.  Bosler).  Another  re- 
mained at  Mosquito  L.,  Trumbull,  OH  5 Dec 
(CH).  In  Cleveland,  a known  Black-crowned 


Night-Heron  roost  harbored  78  birds  2 Jan 
(KK,  m.ob.).  The  Bayshore,  Lucas,  OH  roost 
held  26  birds  18  Jan  (DG),  while  the  O.S.U. 
roost  hosted  8 birds  for  the  winter  (L.  Deatley, 
B.  Sparks,  A.  Sewell,  m.ob.). 

VULTURES  THROUGH 
HUMMINGBIRDS 

A Black  Vulture  was  found  7 Feb  along  the 
Cleveland  lakefront  (ph.  JP),  where  exception- 
al at  any  time  of  year.  This  is  about  the  4th 
record  from  Ohio’s  Central  Basin.  One  farther  e. 
along  the  L.  Erie  shoreline  at  Presque  Isle  6 Dec 
(D.  McClelland)  furnished  a first  winter  record 
there.  Ten  at  Glen  Helen  Preserve,  Greene,  OH 
16  Jan  (H.  Brewster)  made  a strong  count  for 
the  Upper  Little  Miami  watershed.  Turkey  Vul- 
tures were  scarce  along  L.  Erie  mid-season,  but 
3 were  in  residence  on  Cleveland’s  w.  side  9-11 
Jan  O^cqueline  Luzar,  Elizabeth  McQuaid). 
The  33  Bald  Eagles  on  Kelleys  L,  Erie,  OH  (TB) 
marked  a high  count  for  these  islands,  and  16 
along  the  Bluestone  R.,  Summers,  WV  18  Feb 
Oim  & Judy  Phillips)  was  an  equally  impres- 
sive tally.  An  injured  Golden  Eagle  from  Win- 
chester, Adams,  OH  was  turned  into  wildlife  re- 
habilitators  4 Dec  {fide  J.  Hays);  singles  at 
Peach  Bottom,  Lancaster,  PA  18  & 27  Jan  were 
unusual  there  (BS).  A total  of  2665  Red-tailed 

Every  few  years,  the  fall  migration  of  Sandhill 
Crane  through  the  w.  portion  of  the  Region  coin- 
cides with  ideal  conditions  for  detection,  whereby  flocks 
appear  over  major  populations  centers  in  Ohio  such  as 
Cincinnati,  Dayton,  and  increasingly  e.  to  Columbus.  After 
a minor  flight  the  last  few  days  of  Nov,  involving  300 
birds,  a flight  of  420  on  10  Dec  alerted  observers  to  a ma- 
jor southward  push  ahead  of  an  Arctic  air  mass.  That  this 
was  a Friday  was  significant,  as  word  quickly  spread  via 
the  Internet,  and  flight  lines  rapidly  mapped  in  eBird  pre- 
pared weekend  birders.  Saturday  the  11th  brought  at 
least  1750  birds,  and  another  1650  were  detected  on  the 
12th.  Together  these  sightings  involved  25  counties,  e.  to 
Licking  (M.  Von  Schoyk),  the  widest  distributed  flight  on 
record.  Noteworthy  flocks  11  Dec  included  300  over 
Hardin  (C.  Hoagstrom),  130  om  Adams  H Dec  (M.  Zloba, 

R.  McCarty),  and  120  over  Delaware  (S.  VKilliams).  Stand- 
out flocks  over  urban  centers  12  Dec  included  340  over 
Columbus,  360  over  Dayton,  and  280-f  over  Cincinnati. 
This  represented  the  bulk  of  the  birds,  although  a single 
flock  of  514  over  Caesar's  Creek  Res.,  Warren  (R.  Foppe,  B. 
Doss,  L Romine)  and  900  owt  Butler  (A.  Clayborn)  17  Dec 
made  a sizeable  after-flight.  Staging  birds  were  detected 
at  Deer  Creek,  where  at  least  500  were  estimated  13  Dec 
(J.  Foor,  M.  A.  Sims).  Sporadic  flocks  were  noted  20  Dec-1 
Jan,  bringing  the  winter  movement  to  a little  more  than 
6200  birds,  or  65004-  for  the  southbound  flight,  a new 
record  count.  Previous  representative  counts  include  1997 
(1100),  2004  (2300),  and  2007  (3400),  suggestive  of  the 
growth  in  this  population  of  cranes. 
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Table  1.  Noteworthy  records  of  warblers  in  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and  West  Virginia,  December  2009 
through  February  2010. 

Species 

Date(s) 

Location 

Observer/Source 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

3 Jan 

Washington  Boro,  Lancaster,  PA 

J.  Heller  etal. 

Orange-crowned  Warbler 

ISJan 

Biglersville,  Adams,  PA 

M.Weible 

Nashville  Warbler 

25  Dec 

York,  PA 

T.  Frantz 

Nashville  Warbler 

28  Feb 

Washington  Boro,  Lancaster,  PA 

T.  Garner 

Yellow  Warbler 

1 Dec 

near  Berlin,  Holmes,  OH 

B.GIick 

Yellow  Warbler 

5 Dec 

Walnut  Creek,  Holmes,  OH 

James  F.  Yoder 

Yellow-throated  Warbler 

Fall-5  Dec 

Cleves,  Hamilton,  OH 

J.  Berringer 

Yellow-throated  Warbler 

5 Nov-4  Apr 

Fredericksburg,  Holmes,  OH 

The  Bobolink 

Yellow-throated  Warbler 

15  Dec-2  Jan 

Chagrins  Fails,  Cuyahoga,  OH 

S.  Isacco,  m.ob. 

Yellow-throated  Warbler 

3 Jan 

Morgantown,  Monongalia,  WV 

J.  Morrison 

Cape  May  Warbler 

29  Dec 

Ragersville,  Tuscarawas,  OH 

Leroy  Schiabach 

Cape  May  Warbler 

7Jan-i- 

Clear  Creek,  Hocking,  OH 

R.  Royse,  J.  Fry 

Cape  May  Warbler 

22  Jan 

Cincinnati,  OH 

L.  Braumbaugh 

Palm  Warbler  (3) 

11  Dec 

Washington  Boro,  Lancaster,  PA 

D.  Weber,  C.  Rutt 

Palm  Warbler 

12  Dec 

Harper's  hny,  Jefferson,  WV 

1.  Wiseman 

Palm  Warbler  (3) 

Dec-9  Jan 

Philadelphia,  PA 

F.  Windfelder 

Palm  Warbler 

22  Dec-22  Jan 

Bucks,  PA 

E.  Boenzii 

Ovenbird 

1-4  Dec 

Temple  University,  Philadelphia,  PA 

S.  Sorkin 

Wilson's  Warbler 

2 Jan 

Riverside,  Butler,  OH 

MB,CS 

Yellow-breasted  Chat 

29  Jan 

KennettTwp.,  Chester,  PA 

B.  Byrnes  et  al. 

Hawks  recorded  during  the  Penn- 
sylvania Winter  Raptor  Survey 
was  the  highest  ever  (GG).  The 
Prairie  Falcon  returned  to  Cum- 
berland, PA  4 Dec  (M.  Sabatine) 
and  remained  through  the  period 
(m.ob.).  Only  3 American 
Kestrels  were  found  on  the 
Glenolden  C.B.C.  in  Delaware, 

PA,  where  the  average  prior  to 
1990  was  33  (DE).  A Virginia  Rail 
found  8 Jan  in  a snowdrift  near 
Cuyahoga  Falls,  Summit,  OH  also 
ended  up  with  a rehabilitator  (fide 
L.  Jordan);  2 were  still  at  Quaker- 
town  Swamp,  Bucks,  PA  1 Jan 
(DF).  Apart  from  the  fall  migra- 
tion flight  through  w.  Ohio  (see  S. 

A.),  Sandhill  Cranes  once  again 
staged  at  Funk  Bottoms,  with  up 
to  125  present  12-13  Dec  (W. 

Wenger  et  ah),  and  another  9 
were  in  Geauga  13  Dec  (M.  Valen- 
cic).  The  behavior  of  these  birds 
in  ne.  Ohio  suggest  they  represent 
a population  separate  from  that  of 
the  w.  flyway.  Up  to  43  Sandhill 
Cranes  wintered  at  Plain  Grove, 

Lawrence,  PA  (S.  Kinzey). 

An  American  Avocet  remained  at  Cullen 
Park,  Toledo  along  the  Maumee  R.,  OH  5 Dec 
(C.  Anderson,  T.  Kemp),  and  one  from  the  fall 
season  at  Kahle  L.,  Venango,  PA  remained  un- 
til 1 Dec  (m.ob.).  Up  to  3 Least  Sandpipers 
through  the  season  until  17  Jan  at  Hamilton 
Riverside  Natural  Area,  Butler,  OH  (MB,  CS) 
were  along  the  Great  Miami  R.,  where  one  re- 
mained into  spring.  This  represents  the  first 
successful  wintering  of  the  species  in  Ohio. 
Remarkably,  another  3 were  well  studied  at 
the  Shreve  Fish  Pond,  Wayne,  OH  26  Dec 
Games  E.  Yoder,  David  H.  Yoder  et  ah).  In 
Pennsylvania,  a Least  Sandpiper  was  at 
Linesville  Fish  Hatchery,  Craw- 
jord  23  Dec-7  Feb  (MV),  and 
one  apparently  returned  to  Big 
Spring,  Cumberland  19  Dec, 
where  one  has  wintered  for  four 
years  in  a row  (V.  Gauthier).  Five 
Dunlins  were  at  Sheldon  Marsh 
State  Nature  Preserve,  Erie,  OH 
18  Dec  (C.  Crawford);  and  one 
was  still  in  Cleveland  2 Jan  (KK, 
m.ob.).  The  only  Purple  Sand- 
piper was  on  South  Bass  I.,  Erie, 

OH  20  Dec  (jideJP).  A flock  of  5 
Long-billed  Dowitchers  were 
present  at  Huron,  Erie,  OH  5 Dec 
(G.  Leidy).  A late  American 
Woodcock  was  in  Chester,  PA  26 
Dec  (B.  Quinlin). 


The  150  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  in  Jefferson,  WV 
5 Dec  (MO)  marked  a high  count  for  the  e. 
Panhandle.  Two  Little  Gulls  were  at  Presque 
Isle  28  Jan  OM),  and  a Franklin’s  Gull  was  at 
Prince  Gallitzin  S.R,  Cambria,  PA  14  Dec  0- 
Salvetti).  An  ad.  California  Gull  was  reported 
from  Lorain  Harbor,  Lorain,  OH  24  Jan  QP)- 
White-winged  gulls  were  scarce  within  L. 
Erie’s  Western  and  Central  Basins.  Away  from 
L.  Erie,  noteworthy  Ohio  Iceland  Gulls  in- 
cluded one  in  Delaware  31  Jan  (SW)  and  one 
on  the  Great  Miami  R.  in  Dayton,  OH  14  Feb 
(RA).  About  22  Lesser-Black-backed  Gulls 
along  L.  Erie  indicated  an  average  season,  al- 
though the  12  in  the  Western  Basin  was  a 


good  tally.  A concentration  of  10 
up  the  Maumee  R.,  at  Perrys- 
burg.  Wood,  OH  2 Jan  (C.  Brit- 
ton) was  coincident  with  one  70 
km  farther  upstream  at  Dehance, 
Defiance,  OH  2 Jan  (M.  Shoe- 
maker) for  a rare  nw.  Ohio  re- 
port. Inland  Ohio  saw  5 reported 
from  the  vicinity  of  Findlay, 
Elancock  (RSs)  through  the  sea- 
son, 2 at  Richland  reservoirs 
(GCo  et  ah),  and  one  at  West 
Branch  S.R,  Portage  20  Dec  (A. 
Bartley).  Farther  s.,  one  was  in 
Cincinnati  28  Jan  (M.  GilsdorD. 
No  more  than  a dozen  Glaucous 
Gulls  along  L.  Erie  were  led  by  5 
at  Avon  L.,  Lorain,  OH  1 Feb 
(B.R.A.).  Surprising  inland  birds 
included  singles  in  Cincinnati 
27  Jan  (RK),  Dayton  12-16  Jan 
(D.  Collopy,  RA,  J.  Hull),  and  at 
Charles  Mill  L.,  Richland  25  Feb 
(GCo).  Nine  Glaucous  Gulls 
were  in  Erie,  PA  8 Dec-t-  GM).  Up 
to  1000  Great  Black-backed 
Gulls  were  noted  along  the 
Cleveland  lakefront  14  Feb  GR)- 
Two  were  noted  inland  to  Findlay  Res.,  Han- 
cock, OH  24  Dec  (RSs),  with  one  in  Defiance, 
Defiance,  OH  along  the  Maumee  R.  2 Jan  (M. 
Shoemaker).  A late  Pomarine  Jaeger  was  not- 
ed at  Metzger  Marsh  W.M.A.,  Lucas,  OH  27 
Dec  GR)-  A late  Forster’s  Tern  was  in  Alleghe- 
ny, FA  30  Dec-Jan  2 (D.  Yagusic,  D.  Wilton). 

A White-winged  Dove  made  an  appearance 
at  a n.  Holmes,  OH  feeder  24  Dec-2  Jan  (ph. 
D.  Berry).  West  Virginia  Barn  Owls  included 
singles  in  Mercer  18  Feb  Ghn  & Judy  Fhillips) 
and  in  Wood  17  Dec  (R.  Esker).  A Snowy  Owl 
wintered  in  Cleveland  (ph.  N.  Taylor,  R. 
Lozano,  N.  Anderson,  m.ob.),  and  another 
was  at  Sandusky  Bay,  Erie,  OH  19  Dec  GP)-  In 
Pennsylvania,  a Snowy  Owl  was 
in  Crawford  26Jan+  (C.  Nicolls, 
m.ob.).  A Rufous  Hummingbird 
remained  near  Sugarcreek, 
Holmes,  OH  5 Dec  (Mary 
Miller).  The  Ohio  Allen’s  Hum- 
mingbird from  the  fall  remained 
through  27  Dec  (fide  SS).  The 
Allen’s  Hummingbird  at  Leola, 
Lancaster,  PA  reported  in  the  fall 
was  captured  and  banded  12  Dec 
(pb.  S.  Weidensaul)  and  re- 
mained through  28  Dec  (m.ob.) 
A Rufous/Allen’s  Hummingbird 
present  since  Sep  at  Kresgeville, 
Carbon,  PA  was  last  seen  17  Dec 
(ph.  A.  Barney,  Jide  R.  Wiltraut). 


Among  Neotropical  migrants  visiting  feeders  in  the  Midwest  this  winter  was  this  Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak  in  Delaware  County  Ohio  27  December  2009  (here)  through  3 January  2010.  Photo- 
graph by  Ben  Warner. 
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INDt5lDR 
GATS  MISS? 


>►  Killing  birds 
^ Getting  lost 
Getting  stolen 
^ Getting  hit  by  a car 
>»■  Fatal  feline  diseases 
^ Dog  attacks 
Abscesses 
^ Worms 
)►  Fleas 
>►  Ticks 


Protect  cats,  birds, 
and  other  wildlife  by 
keeping  cats  Indoors! 


I^or  more  information,  contact: 

American  Bird  Conservancy 

Cats  Indoors! 

1731  Connecticut  Avenue,  N\X' 
Washington,  DC  20009 
IPhone:  202-234-7181 
I'ax;  202-234-7182 
VC’eL'):  www.abcbirds.org 
R-mail:  abc@abcbirds.org 


AMERICAN  BIRD 
CONSERVANCY 


FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

The  only  Eastern  Phoebe  away  from  known 
wintering  sites  was  n.  to  Delaware,  OH  13  Dec 
(SW).  A lingering  Eastern  Phoebe  was  in 
Bucks,  PA  14-19  Jan  (E.  Boenzli).  There  was  a 
weak  flight  of  Northern  Shrikes  in  the  w, 
where  one  was  s.  to  Delaware,  OH  for  the  win- 
ter (SW,  Jay  Stenger,  BWr,  m.ob.).  In  Pennsyl- 
vania, at  least  21  Northern  Shrikes  were  report- 
ed throughout  the  state,  including  5 in  Erie 
(m.ob.,  fide  GG).  A late  Blue-headed  Vireo  was 
in  Delaware,  PA  26  Dec  (DE,  A.  Eberly).  Two 
different  Loggerhead  Shrikes  were  reported 
from  Jefferson,  WV,  where  known  to  be  resi- 
dent. A pair  of  Common  Ravens  in  n.  Washing- 
ton, OH  near  New  Matamoros  were  present 
from  early  Dec  through  mid-Eeb  (fide  J.  Mc- 
Cormac).  A long-staying  Purple  Martin  at  Ap- 
ple Creek,  Wayne  remained  through  10  Jan 
(The  Bobolink),  furnishing  a first  winter  record 
for  Ohio.  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows 
wintered  again  at  N.W.P.C.P.,  with  a high  of  62 
counted  9 Jan  (R  Driver).  A Barn  Swallow  sur- 
vived at  the  N.W.P.C.P.  through  the  period  (T. 
Johnson).  Late  winter  Ruby-crowned  Kinglets 
were  not  reported  farther  n.  than  the  upper 
Great  Miami  R.  (RA).  The  82  Golden-crowned 
Kinglets  at  Delaware  W.M.A.,  Delaware  20  Dec 
(SW,  J.  Nethero)  was  an  excellent  tally  for  cen. 
Ohio.  A Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  was  in  Bucks, 
PA  6 Dec  (fide  AM).  With  few  other  half-hardy 
species  braving  the  winter.  Gray  Catbirds  were 
surprisingly  widespread  in  n.  Ohio.  The  Cuya- 
hoga R.  Valley  had  the  lion’s  share,  with  reports 
from  the  river  mouth  in  Cleveland  2 Jan  (BWr, 
KK,  m.ob.),  in  Bedford,  Cuyahoga  6-12  Dec  (E 
Losi),  Cuyahoga  Valley  N.P.,  Summit  13  Jan 
(fide  VE),  and  near  Portage  Lakes  S.P.,  Summit 
21  Feb  (G.  Bennett).  Late  season  reports  also 
came  from  the  L.  Erie  shoreline,  including  at 
Sheldon  Marsh  State  Nature  Preserve,  Erie  17 
Jan  (DG)  and  at  Ottawa  3 Jan  (RSs).  Locally 
rare,  one  was  at  O’Shaughnessy  Res.,  Delaware, 
OH  2 Jan  (fide  H.  Raymond).  A Varied  Thrush 
briefly  visited  a McCutcheonville,  Wyandot, 
OH  feeder  13-14  Jan  (Bob  &Judy  Gucker).  In 
Pennsylvania,  a Varied  Thrush  was  at  Peace 
Valley  Park,  Bucks  22-25  Dec  (CR  et  ah),  and 
one  was  in  Lackawanna  25  Dec  (fide  D.  DeRea- 
mus).  Northerly  Brown  Thrashers  were  singles 
at  Ross  L.,  Ross  31  Jan  (DSr,  H.  Raymond)  and 
at  Harborcreek,  Erie,  PA  during  first  week  of 
Jan  (S.  Danko);  2 were  at  Delaware  S.P., 
Delaware,  OH  20  Dec  (SW).  Mid-season  Amer- 
ican Pipits  were  n.  to  Tuscarawas,  OH  12  Jan 
(one;  W.  Jackson)  and  Richland  28  Jan  (4; 
GCo).  A flock  of  48  was  in  Jefferson,  WV  22  Jan 
(MO);  100  remained  at  Englewood,  Mont- 
gomery, OH  19  Dec  (E.  Neubauer);  and  30 
were  at  Maple  Knoll  Farms,  Bucks,  PA  8 Jan 
(fide  AM).  The  count  of  79  Yellow-rumped 


Warblers  at  Delaware  W.M.A.,  Delaware  20  Dec 
(SW,  J.  Nethero)  was  above  expectations  for 
cen.  Ohio  in  late  Dec.  Now  casual  in  winter  in 
Ohio,  a Pine  Warbler  was  in  Columbus  23 
Dec-19  Jan  (ph.  D.  Leatherman,  LK).  Addi- 
tional C.B.C.  period  birds  included  one  in  Tus- 
carawas, OH  29  Dec  and  3 in  Wayne  26  Dec. 
See  Table  1 for  other  warblers  of  note. 

A female  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  appeared  at 
a Delaware,  OH  feeder  27  Dec-3  Jan  (ph.  BWr). 
An  Indigo  Bunting  attended  a feeder  in  Somer- 
set, Perry,  OH  late  Nov-26  Jan  0-  Faulkner, 
LK).  A Spotted  Towhee  visited  a feeder  in 
Holmesville,  Holmes,  OH  24  Feb-Mar  (fide  SS). 
Chipping  Sparrows  in  Jan  were  reported  from 
Kanawha  (D.  Burrell)  and  Wetzel,  WV  (WJ).  In 
Pennsylvania,  single  Clay-colored  Sparrows 
were  found  during  the  period  in  Cumberland, 
Northampton,  and  Bucks  (B.  Franz,  A.  Koch,  B. 
Keim).  American  Tree  Sparrows  reached  the  s. 
highlands  of  West  Virginia  at  feeders  in  Sum- 
mers 18  Feb  (Jim  & Judy  Phillips)  and  Green- 
briar  17  Feb  (B.  Williams).  A Le  Conte’s  Spar- 
row was  at  Struble  L.,  Chester,  PA  27  Dec-24  Jan 
(R.  Robinson  et  al.,  phj.  Davis).  Savannah  Spar- 
rows are  established  winter  residents  in  sw. 
Ohio,  e.g.,  10  in  Hamilton  7 Jan  (K.  Westen- 
dorf),  but  they  continue  to  surprise  observers 
farther  n.,  where  reported  from  Franklin  and 
Delaware  in  Jan  (L.  Deatley)  and  early  Feb 
(BWr),  with  up  to  4 in  Hardin  4 Feb  (R. 
Counts).  Up  to  8 could  be  found  in  Holmes,  OH 
1 Jan  (Alvin  Miller,  Wayne  Miller).  A Lark  Spar- 
row in  Columbus  1-21  Feb  (S.  Gaunt)  was  un- 
expected, as  was  one  at  Fort  Scott  Field,  Hamil- 
ton, OH  20  Dec  (PK,  JK).  A wintering  Lark  Spar- 
row returned  to  a Berkeley,  WV  feeder,  remain- 
ing through  13  Feb  (S.  Roach,  m.ob.).  Swamp 
Sparrows  are  easily  overlooked  in  winter,  so  93 
counted  in  Leonardsburg  Marsh,  Delaware,  OH 
20  Dec  (SW,  J.  Nethero)  is  a testament  to  the 
diligence  of  the  observers  as  much  an  indication 
of  the  true  winter  abundance  of  this  species  in 
cen.  Ohio.  Lincoln’s  Sparrow  reports  in  Pennsyl- 
vania included  singles  in  New  Britain  Twp., 
Bucks  23  Dec  (T.  Johnson)  and  in  Juniata  4-11 
Jan  (A.  Troyer,  m.ob.).  An  ad.  male  Oregon  Jun- 
co  visited  a N.  Perry,  Lake,  OH  feeder  26  Feb-1 
Mar  (ph.  JP),  and  one  was  in  Pennsylvania  at 
Bangor,  Northampton  13  Dec  (ph.  J. 
Mohlmann).  A Harris’s  Sparrow  was  a brief  visi- 
tor to  Fort  Scott  Field,  Hamilton,  OH  20  Dec 
(PK).  A Golden-crowned  Sparrow  wintered  at 
the  feeder  in  Hancock,  OH  (RSs,  TB,  VF,  m.ob.) 
where  it  was  first  discovered  in  Apr  2009.  A 
Gambel’s  White-crowned  Sparrow,  an  occasion- 
al winter  visitor  to  Ohio,  visited  an  Alliance, 
Stark  feeder  Dec-Mar  (S.  Jackson,  R,  Macko).  A 
Snow  Bunting  was  reported  from  Morgantown, 
Monongalia,  WV  3 Dec  (M.  Breiding)  for  a rare 
record  from  the  s.  highlands.  Single  Dickcissels 
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were  in  Pennsylvania  in  Chester,  Northampton, 
and  Philadelphia  during  the  period  (G.  Dillon,  A. 
Koch,  N.  Zahn  et  al). 

Forty  Eastern  Meadowlarks  in  Adams,  PA  17 
Dec  was  a relatively  high  number  (M.  O’Brien). 
A Yellow-headed  Blackbird  was  discovered 
along  the  back  roads  of  Ottawa,  OH  3 Jan  (T. 
Martincic).  A remarkable  700  Rusty  Blackbirds 
gathered  at  Lost  Bridge,  Hamilton,  OH  12  Jan 
(]K).  Along  the  L.  Erie  shoreline,  8 at  Sheldon 
Marsh  State  Nature  Preserve,  Erie,  OH  22  Jan 
(DG)  were  unexpected.  A flock  of  5 Brewer’s 
Blackbirds  was  reported  from  Sandusky,  OH  6 
Jan  (C.  Caldwell).  In  Pennsylvania,  single 
Brewer’s  Blackbirds  were  in  Adams  17  Dec  (M. 
O’Brien)  and  Oreland,  Montgomery  4 Jan  (fide 
B.  Filemyr).  A Baltimore  Oriole  apparently  re- 
turned to  a New  Hope,  Bucks,  PA  feeder  for  the 
6th  year  in  a row  (S.  Meyers).  Given  the  gener- 
al absence  of  Common  Redpolls  this  season,  in- 


cluding only  2 singles  from  nw.  Ohio,  the  3 in 
Phillipi,  Barbour,  WV  25  Dec  Q-  Del-Col)  were 
all  the  more  unusual.  There  were  but  four  re- 
ports of  single  Pine  Siskin  from  Ohio.  The  only 
Ohio  White -winged  Crossbill  touched  down  in 
Lake  1 Jan  (]?)■  Up  to  13  White-winged  Cross- 
bills were  reported  in  Tioga,  PA  31  Jan  (J.. Hol- 
brook). A single  Red  Crossbill  appeared  at  the 
Shaker  Lakes,  Cuyahoga,  OH  10  Dec  (L. 
Gooch). 

Initialed  observers  (subregional  compilers  in 
boldface  type):  OHIO:  Nancy  Anderson  (NA), 
Rick  Asamoto  (RA),  Tom  Bartlett  (TB),  Mike 
Busam  (MB),  Gary  Cowell  (GCo),  Laura  Dor- 
nan  (LD),  "Vic  Fazio  (VF),  Dan  Gesauldo 
(DG),  Craig  Holt  (CH),  Joe  Kappa  QK),  Laura 
Keene  (LK),  Kenn  Kaufman  (KK),  Paul 
Krusling  (PK),  John  Pogacnik  (JP),  Robert 
Royse  (RR),  Robert  Sams  (RSs),  Charlie  Saun- 


ders (CS),  Dave  Slager  (DSr),  Su  Snyder  (SS), 
Ben  Warner  (BWr),  Sean  Williams  (SW). 
PENNSYLVANIA:  David  Eberly  (DE),  Devich 
Farbotnik  (DF),  Greg  Grove  (GG),  Paul  Hess 
(PH),  Rudy  Keller  (RK),  Jerry  McWilliams 
QM),  Geoff  Malosh  (GM),  August  Mirabella 
(AM),  Nick  Pulcinella  (NP),  Cameron  Rutt 
(CR),  Bob  Schutsky  (BS),  Mark  Vass  (MV). 
WEST  VIRGINIA:  Carol  Del-Colle  (CD), 
Mike  Griffith  (MG),  Matt  Orsie  (MO),  David 
Patick  (DP),  Gary  Rankin  (GR).  O 


Victor  W.  Fazio,  III,  18722  Newell  Road,  Floor  2 
Shaker  Heights,  Ohio  44122,  (bcvireo@sbcglobal.net) 
Rick  Wiltraut 

Jacobsburg  Environmental  Education  Center 

835  Jacobsburg  Road,  Wind  Gap,  Pennsylvania  18091 

(rwiltraut@state.pa.us) 

Greg  Grove,  4343  McAlevys  Fort  Road 
Petersburg,  Pennsylvania  16669,  (gwg2@psu.edu) 
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Geoffrey  A.  Williamson 


The  Region  experienced  a harsh  winter 
with  low  temperatures  and  heavy 
snow,  especially  severe  in  the  northern 
part.  Extensive  ice  developed  on  Lake  Michi- 
gan, which  remained  through  the  end  of  the 
period,  and  ice  on  most  other  bodies  of  water 
forced  the  exodus  of  many  aquatic  species. 
One  of  the  birding  highlights  of  the  season 
was  a lingering  Ancient  Murrelet  that  ap- 
peared at  Port  of  Indiana  23  December.  Ad- 
ditional rarities  included  a Brant,  King  Eider, 
Barrow’s  Goldeneye,  Plegadis  ibis,  Prairie  Fal- 
con, Mew  Gull,  an  inland  Great  Black-backed 
Gull,  Rufous  Hummingbird,  Summer  Tanag- 


er.  Great-tailed  Grackle,  and  Baltimore  Ori- 
ole. 

Abbreviations:  Bev.  Sh.  (Beverly  Shores, 
Porter,  IN);  Carlyle  (Carlyle  L.,  s.  IL);  FP. 
(Forest  Preserve);  EW.A.  (Fish  and  Wildlife 
Area);  Gibson  (L.  Gibson,  Gibson,  IN);  Goose 
Pond  (Goose  Pond  EW.A.,  Greene,  IN);  Rend 
L.  (Rend  L.,  Jefjerson/Franklin,  IL). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  GREBES 

Noteworthy  counts  of  Greater  White-fronted 
Geese  in  Indiana  included  502  at  Gibson  20 
Feb  (G&LB)  and  359  in  Knox  and  Sullivan  23 
Jan  (LWS).  Impressive  numbers  of  Snow 
Geese  continue  to  pass  through  the  Region,  as 
demonstrated  by  the  tally  of  500,000  at  Car- 
lyle 20-21  Feb  (DMK).  Twelve  Ross’s  Geese 
were  recorded  at  Union  County  C.A.,  IL  31 
Jan  (KAM).  A Brant  was  observed  and  pho- 
tographed by  many  in  Peoria,  IL  3-9  Dec  (RF, 
ph.  TF  et  al.)  and  seen  briefly  across  the  Illi- 
nois R.  in  Tazewell  (KAM,  MSS,  EWW).  A Bar- 
nacle Goose  was  seen  with  Canada  Geese  at  L. 
Renwick,  Will,  IL  12  Dec  (DFS)  and  then  pho- 
tographed in  Wilmington,  Will,  IL  (ph.  DB). 
The  provenance  of  Barnacle  Geese  seen  in  the 
Region  continues  to  be  a subject  of  discussion. 
The  40,000  Canada  Geese  at  Gibson  16  Jan 
(G&LB)  represented  Indiana’s  2nd  highest 
one-day  total,  and  in  Illinois,  counts  of  10,000 
were  recorded  at  Carlyle  17  Jan  (DMK,  MSS) 
and  in  Edgar  8 Feb  (E'WW).  The  peak  count 
of  217  Mute  Swans  in  Kosciusko  2 Jan  (SD) 


was  the  highest  tally  ever  for  Indiana.  Trum- 
peter Swan  numbers  also  continue  to  expand, 
as  evidenced  by  an  Illinois  C.B.C.  record-high 
count  of  31  on  the  count  at  Union  County 
C.A.  29  Dec  (KJM,  VMK,  BS)  and  by  a tally  of 
25  in  Vigo,  IN  20  Feb  (AK,  NK,  LWS). 

A Blue-winged  Teal  lingered  in  Chicago  1- 
16  Dec  (SBB).  Late  winter  waterfowl  congrega- 
tions in  Illinois  included  3000  Northern  Pin- 
tails at  Carlyle  14  Feb  (DMK),  1400  Canvas- 
backs  in  Franklin  21  Feb  (CAT,  TLK),  and 
1815  Ring-necked  Ducks  at  Horseshoe  L., 
Madison,  IL  26  Feb  (KAM).  On  12  Dec,  a fe- 
male King/Common  Eider  flew  past  Bev.  Sh. 
with  a flock  of  scaup  OJM,  JCK),  while  a de- 
hnitive  imm.  male  King  Eider  was  discovered 
in  Chicago  17  Feb  (ph.  SBB,  CAT,  TLK).  Un- 
fortunately, the  bird  was  flushed  by  a boat  and 
never  returned.  An  ad.  male  Harlequin  Duck 
was  discovered  at  Hammond  Marina,  Lake,  IN 
22  Dec  (CAM),  and  another  was  seen  16 
Dec-28  Feb  and  later  along  Chicago’s  lakefront 
(ph.  JRRS,  m.ob.).  On  5 Dec,  a Surf  Scoter 
above  Markland  Dam  on  the  Ohio  R.  (BPB) 
provided  the  first  record  for  Switzerland,  IN; 
the  following  day,  7 were  on  Fiddler’s  Pond  in 
Goshen,  Elkhart,  IN  (RT);  a cooperative  indi- 
vidual was  in  Peoria,  IL  4-6  Dec  (CAT,  TLK, 
m.ob.);  and  another  was  on  the  Wabash  R.  in 
Tippecanoe,  IN  between  31  Jan  (NW)  and  2 
Feb  (EMH).  On  the  Ohio  R.  in  Clark,  IN,  a 
White-winged  Scoter  was  found  27  Feb 
(T&CB  et  al.).  Seventeen  Black  Scoters  at  Bev. 
Sh.  5 Dec  OJM)  highlighted  a fine  flight  of  this 
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During  a Christmas  Bird  Count  near  Patoka  Lake  in  southern  Indiana,  this  first-year  female  Baltimore  Oriole  was  found  com- 
ing to  a feeder  in  rural  Crawford  County  on  22  December  2009,  providing  Indiana's  twelfth  December  record.  Photograph  by 
Susan  E.  Hengeveld. 


species  at  the  lakefront.  The  high  count  of 
Long-tailed  Ducks  away  from  the  lakefront 
was  of  3 at  Carlyle  12  & 14  Dec  (DMK,  MSS, 
CLH);  one  seen  on  the  Ohio  R.  4 Jan  (EH)  pro- 
vided another  first  for  Switzerland,  IN.  A fe- 
male Barrow’s  Goldeneye  was  spotted  in  a 
group  of  Common  Goldeneyes  along  the  Illi- 
nois R.  in  East  Peoria,  Tazewell,  IL  13  Dec-1 
Jan  (KR,  KAM,  m.oh.) — less  than  a kilometer 
from  the  Brant  sighting.  A large  raft  of  Com- 
mon Goldeneyes  again  graced  the  waters  of 
Rend  L.,  where  5000  were  tallied  31  Jan 
(KAM).  While  peak  Common  Merganser  num- 
bers occurred  along  the  lakefront  with  1500  at 
Port  of  Indiana  2 Jan  (EMH),  a Hne  tally  of 
1000  was  made  31  Jan  at  Rend  L.  (KAM).  With 
Northern  Bobwhite  populations  dwindling, 
three  double-digit  tallies  were  of  note,  topped 
by  14  birds  at  Carlyle  28  Dec  (KAM). 

Over  the  past  few  years,  numbers  of  Red- 
throated  Loons  have  climbed  dramatically  on 
L.  Michigan  in  late  fall  and  early  winter,  and 
this  trend  continued,  with  12  at  Illinois  Beach 
S.P,  Lake,  IL  6 Dec  (GN,  KM,  JRRS,  GAW  et 
al.)  and  20  off  Bev.  Sh.  12  Dec  QCK,  JJM).  A 
juv.  in  Sangamon,  IL  14  Jan  (HDB)  was  unusu- 
al in  midwinter  there.  A Pacific  Loon  accom- 
panied the  Red-throateds  at  Illinois  Beach  S.R 
6 Dec  (GN,  KM,  JRRS,  GAW).  A single  Red- 
necked Grebe  flew  past  Miller  Beach,  Lake,  IN 
3 Dec  OJM'  JCK  et  al),  and  2 were  at 
Kinkaid  L.,  Jackson,  IL  1 Jan  (KJM,  MG).  Sin- 
gle Eared  Grebes  were  in  Chicago  8 Dec  (ph. 
GN),  in  Sangamon,  IL  8 & 11  Dec  (HDB),  at 
Chicago’s  Montrose  Pt.  15  Dec  (RDH,  GAW, 
ph.  SS),  at  Rend  L.  19  Dec  (DMK),  and  at  Port 
of  Indiana,  Porter  23  (BJG  et  al.)  through  31 
Dec  (JJM,  JCK).  A Western  Grebe  appeared  at 
Winthrop  Harbor,  Lake,  IL  6 Dec  (GN,  KM, 
JRRS,  GAW,  m.ob.);  a single  bird  at  Port  of  In- 


diana, Porter  21  Dec  (RJS,  SPN,  PDRH)  was 
joined  by  another  26  Dec  QCK  et  al),  and  by 
yet  another  (tying  Indiana’s  one-day  high 
count)  30  Dec  ph-  JJM  et  al). 

PELICANS  THROUGH  CRANES 

Good  numbers  of  American  White  Pelicans 
were  seen  in  the  Region:  highlights  were  43 
at  Carlyle  30  Jan  (DMK,  MSS)  and  190  at 
Horseshoe  L.,  Madison,  IL  26  Feb  (KAM). 
The  Indiana  lakefront’s  3rd  Dec  record  of 
American  White  Pelican  was  furnished  by 
one  at  Hammond  Marina,  Lake  22  Dec  (SPN, 
PDRH,  RJS);  perhaps  this  same  bird  flew  past 
Portage  Lakefront  Park,  Porter  27  Dec  (BJG, 
PBG,  JG,  KG).  The  2 American  Bitterns 
recorded  at  Goose  Pond  12  Dec  (MRB)  tied 
Indiana’s  high  count  for  the  winter  period. 
One  or  2 Great  Egrets  were  reported  at  each 
of  seven  locations  in  the  Region  in  Dec,  in- 
cluding 2 on  the  Grand  Calumet  R.  in  Lake, 
IN  15  Dec  (CAM);  the  latest  was  at  Goose 
Pond  26  Dec  (BD,  Jide  DH).  In  addition  to  the 
regularly  wintering  Black-crowned  Night- 
Herons  in  Lake,  IN,  there  was  a single  in 
Chicago  1-2  Dec  (SBB)  and  4 at  Goose  Pond 
16-17  Dec  OID,  LWS,  JDB,  AK).  A White- 
faced/Glossy Ibis  at  Goose  Pond  through  5 
Dec  (ph.  LWS)  provided  Indiana’s  first  winter 
record  of  any  Plegadis. 

Indiana’s  sole  Northern  Goshawk  report 
came  from  rural  Allen,  IN  13  Jan  (BWa,  Jide 
JAH),  while  4 were  seen  in  Illinois.  A Harlan’s 
Hawk  was  seen  near  Sandborn,  Knox,  IN  3 
(DRW)  & 6 Dec  (MRB).  The  Region’s  hefty  to- 
tal of  21  Golden  Eagles  included  an  imm.  bird 
originally  discovered  at  Nachusa  Grasslands, 
Lee,  IL  19  Dec  (GN,  JRRS)  that  was  subse- 
quently photographed  13  Feb  attacking  a 
White-tailed  Deer  (ph.  EWW)!  In  an  area  of 


Wairick,  IN  where  good  numbers  of  Merlins 
wintered,  the  high  count  was  of  10  birds  19 
Feb  (DA).  A Prairie  Falcon  flew  over  the  n. 
end  of  Goose  Pond  6 Jan  (ER,  RR),  and  anoth- 
er took  up  residence  at  Nachusa  Grasslands, 
Lee,  IL  10-30  Jan  (GN,  JRRS,  m.ob.).  Eleven 
Whooping  Cranes  from  the  Wisconsin/Florida 
population  stopped  at  Muscatatuck  N.W.R., 
Jackson,  IN  11  Dec  (DCr  et  al). 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH  OWLS 

A number  of  shorebirds  persevered  into  early 
winter.  Indiana’s  highest  winter  tally  of  Greater 
Yellowlegs  was  registered  at  Goose  Pond,  where 
13  were  noted  8 Dec  (DW).  A lone  Sanderling 
was  seen  at  Waukegan,  Lake,  IL  4-15  Dec 
OWL,  m.ob.).  Part  of  a record  winter  total  for 
Indiana,  the  34  Least  Sandpipers  logged  at 
Goose  Pond  1 Dec  (LWS)  provided  the  highest 
ever  one-day  winter  tally,  and  one  in  Tell  City, 
Perry  9 Jan  (ph.  KLG)  represented  Indiana’s  6th 
Jan  record;  7 seen  at  Newton  L.,  Jasper,  IL  21 
Dec  (PW,  TW,  HDB)  and  one  in  Sangamon,  IL 
27  Dec  (HDB)  were  also  notable.  A Purple 
Sandpiper  was  at  Waukegan,  Lake,  IL  6-7  Dec 
(GN,  KM,  JRRS,  ph.  GAW,  m.ob.).  The  10  Dun- 
lins recorded  in  Indiana  represented  a record 
winter  total;  2 were  also  noted  at  Newton  L., 
Jasper,  IL  21  Dec  (PW,  TW,  HDB).  An  American 
Woodcock  was  flushed  at  Goose  Pond  5 Dec 
(MB),  and,  despite  the  cold  and  lengthy  winter, 
displaying  birds  returned  to  Frank  Bennett’s 
property  in  rural  Massac,  IL  in  early  Feb  as  usu- 
al (fide  KAM). 

Among  Arctic-nesting  white-winged  gulls 
(Thayer’s,  Iceland,  and  Glaucous),  flrst-cycle 
birds  were  under-represented  this  season,  per- 
haps reflecting  a poor  2009  breeding  season  in 
the  Arctic  (which  would  also  help  explain  the 
poor  showing  of  juvenile  jaegers  and  kitti- 
wakes  in  fall  2009).  An  imm.  Black-legged 
Kittiwake  was  photographed  and  enjoyed  by 
many  at  Clinton  L.,  DeWitt,  IL  5-6  Dec  (CAT, 
ph.  KAM,  MF,  TyF,  m.ob.).  An  ad.  Laughing 
Gull  was  seen  29  Dec-1  Jan  at  Carlyle  (ph. 
DMK,  MSS).  Other  gulls  of  note  at  Carlyle  in- 
cluded a first-cycle  Mew  Gull  photographed 
24  Jan  (ph.  DMK,  MSS)  and  a second-cycle 
California  Gull  9 Feb  (DMK,  MSS).  Along  the 
Indiana  lakefront,  a fine  total  of  7 Iceland 
Gulls  was  reported  for  the  season.  An  ad.  Less- 
er Black-backed  Gull  was  on  L.  Monroe,  Mon- 
roe, IN  19  Dec  (DRW  et  al.),  a first-cycle  bird 
was  at  Gibson  20  Dec  (G&LB),  and  an  ad. 
seen  in  Elkhart,  IN  7 Jan  (ph.  DS)  provided  a 
first  county  record.  An  unprecedented  39 
Great  Black-backed  Gulls  were  logged  on  the 
Indiana  lakefront  6 Feb  QKC,  SRB.JCK,  JJM, 
KJB).  On  17  Feb,  an  ad.  Great  Black-backed 
Gull  at  L.  Monroe,  Monroe,  IN  (DRW,  BW) 
furnished  only  the  12th  Indiana  record  away 
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from  L.  Michigan.  Two  Forster’s  Terns  lingered 
at  Carlyle  5-6  Dec  (DMK,  MSS).  One  of  the 
most  exciting  finds  of  the  season  was  an  An- 
cient Murrelet  at  Port  of  Indiana  23  Dec 
QCK),  the  3rd  ever  found  in  Indiana.  It  was 
possibly  the  same  bird  that  was  last  seen  in 
Berrien,  Ml  (about  72  km  away)  on  24  Nov.  It 
remained  in  Indiana  through  28  Dec  and  was 
seen  by  scores  of  birders. 

The  45  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  in  Mt. 
Vernon,  Posey  (DC)  provided  Indiana’s  3rd 
highest  daily  total.  Barn  Owls  continued  at 
scattered  locations  across  s.  Illinois:  4 were 
seen  14  Dec  at  Carlyle  (KAM,  MSS)  at  a 
known  breeding  location;  2 were  noted  18 
Feb  at  Prairie  Ridge  S.N.A.,  Jasper  (RES, 
CLH);  and  singles  were  found  29  Dec  in 
Union  QS,  PM,  SDB,  TH)  and  17  Jan  in  St. 
Clair  (TJD).  One  was  discovered  at  Goose 
Pond  16  Dec  (RLH,  LAB,  SGI,  SH).  The  Re- 
gion’s only  Snowy  Owl  was  reported  near 
Burns  Harbor,  Porter,  IN  in  mid-Dec  (RS,  Jide 
BB).  High  counts  of  57  Short-eared  Owls  at 
Hawthorn  Mine,  Sullivan  2 Dec  (DRW,  BW, 
D63:IB),  50  in  Gibson  6 Feb  (G&LB),  and  40 
in  Warrick  18  Feb  (SG)  contributed  to  a 
record  winter  total  in  Indiana.  Excellent  tal- 
lies of  5 Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  were  made 
3 (LS,  LB)  & 13  Feb  (LS,  PT)  in  rural  Hamil- 
ton, IL. 

HUMMINGBIRDS  THROUGH  PIPITS 

An  ad.  male  Rufous  Hummingbird  that  was 
banded  in  Carmel,  Hamilton,  IN  13  Nov 
(MD,  AC,  DG,  LP)  remained  there  until  2 
Jan,  while  an  imm.  female  was  present  late 
Nov-1  Jan  at  a residence  in  Jersey,  IL  (ph. 
KAM).  Loggerhead  Shrike  numbers  continue 
to  dwindle  in  the  Region.  Although  birds 
were  noted  at  roughly  eight  s.  Illinois  loca- 
tions (none  were  reported  from  Indiana), 
only  Arklands,  Perry  yielded  more  than  one 
bird,  with  2 there  27  Dec  (KJM,  JS).  Northern 
Shrike  numbers  were  down  slightly,  with  a 
maximum  of  4 counted  in  Rockford,  IL  19 
Dec  (DTW).  One  detected  at  Peabody  River 
King  EW.A.,  St.  Clair,  IL  2-14  Jan  (TJD,  KAM, 
m.ob.)  constituted  one  of  the  most  southerly 
locations  for  this  species  in  Illinois,  and  one 
near  New  Point  21  Feb  (RR,  StR),  which  fur- 
nished a first  record  for  Decatur,  IN,  was  also 
quite  southerly. 

In  a year  in  which  Red-breasted  Nuthatch 
numbers  were  down,  a tally  of  16  at  Lowden- 
Miller  S.F,  Ogle,  IL  20  Dec  (EWW)  was  note- 
worthy. Despite  cold  temperatures,  wrens 
were  rather  hardy  this  winter.  One  House 
Wren  each  was  noted  14  Dec  in  Morgan,  IL 
(SDB),  16  Dec  at  Goose  Pond  (RLH),  28  Dec 
in  Alexander,  IL  (KJM,  GL),  and  31  Dec  at 
Mermet  L.,  Massac,  IL  (KJM).  Not  to  be  out- 


done were  a tardy  Sedge  Wren  at  Goose  Pond 
16  Dec  (BH)  and  3 at  Sam  Parr  S.P.,  Jasper,  IL 
21  Dec  (TW,  SDB,  BE).  Lingering  Marsh 
Wrens  were  at  Goose  Pond  16  Dec 
SEH,  G&LB),  at  Clinton  L,  DeWitt,  IL  20 
Dec  (MEF),  and  at  Newton  L.,  Jasper,  IL  21 
Dec  (PW,  TW,  HDB).  A Townsend’s  Solitaire 
originally  found  at  Ogden  Dunes,  Porter,  IN 
9 Dec  QCK)  was  seen  there  intermittently 
until  23  Jan  QKC,  JCK,  JJM,  KJB);  presum- 
ably the  same  bird  was  found  there  20  Feb 
(SRB,  JKC,  LN,  EMH,  KJB  et  al.),  providing 
Indiana’s  2nd  Feb  record.  A female  Varied 
Thrush  appeared  in  Boone,  IN  19  Dec  (CLHe, 
ph.  FD),  and  one  that  was  found  in  a For- 
reston.  Ogle,  IL  backyard  in  late  Dec  disap- 
peared for  over  a month  before  reappearing 
13-14  Feb  (AS,  m.ob).  In  Porter,  IN,  JeffreyJ. 
McCoy  found  2 Gray  Catbirds  in  Bev.  Sh.  and 
one  at  Ogden  Dunes  12  Dec,  tying  the  maxi- 
mum winter  count  for  Indiana.  On  13  Feb, 
one  catbird  was  still  at  Bev.  Sh.  (PBG,  NG), 
and  one  was  at  Ogden  Dunes  0^0 > provid- 
ing the  first  and  2nd  Indiana  lakefront 
records  for  Feb.  Rare  in  midwinter  along  the 
lakefront,  a Northern  Mockingbird  was  pres- 
ent at  Ogden  Dunes,  Porter,  IN  20  (EMH, 
SRB,  JKC  et  al.)  & 21  Feb  OCK).  The  total  of 
25-1-  Brown  Thrashers  reported  in  the  Region 
was  unusually  high.  Notable  flocks  of  Amer- 
ican Pipits  in  the  Region’s  n.  tier,  where  they 
are  infrequent  in  winter,  included  56  and  37 
on  13  & 15  Dec,  respectively,  at  Spring  Bluff 
FR,  Lake,  IL  (EWW),  plus  20  at  Chicago’s 
Montrose  Point  22  Dec  (SS). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Single  Orange-crowned  Warblers  were  noted 
in  Satrgamon,  IL  4 & 15  Dec  (HDB)  and  also 
26  Jan  QWW,  KW,  VMK),  in  Urbana,  IL  5 
Dec  (ph.  GSL),  at  Carlyle  14  Dec-1  Jan 
(DMK,  TAM),  and  in  Champaign,  IL  30  Jan 
(EC).  An  ad.  male  Pine  Warbler  attended  a 
feeder  in  Owen,  IN  31  Dec  and  2 Jan  (ph. 
S&EW).  An  Ovenbird  was  noted  wintering 
at  Chevalier  Woods  FR,  Cook,  IL  20  Dec-21 
Jan  (ABA,  DKA),  while  lone  Common  Yel- 
lowthroats  were  found  at  Clinton  L.,  DeWitt, 
IL  19  Dec  (MEF)  and  Rend  L.  19  Dec 
(KAM).  Coming  to  a feeder  in  w.  Monroe,  a 
female  Summer  Tanager  remained  through  6 
Dec  (ph.  S&PC),  providing  the  3rd  winter 
record  for  Indiana;  remarkably,  a female 
Summer  Tanager  was  also  in  Geneva,  Kane, 
IL  7 Dec  (RA). 

A Spotted  Towhee  was  at  John  J.  Duffy  FR, 
Cook,  IL  20-21  Dec  (ph.  GN,  ph.  EG,  m.ob.). 
Chipping  Sparrows  were  more  numerous  in 
the  s.  tier  this  season,  as  indicated  by  12  seen 
at  L.  Murphysboro  S.R,  Jackson,  IL  1 Jan 
(KJM,  MG)  and  6 in  Alexander,  IL  28  Dec 
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(KJM,  GL).  A Vesper  Sparrow  seen  8 Feb  in 
Crawford,  IL  may  have  been  an  extremely  ear- 
ly migrant  or  a wintering  bird  (CLH).  A group 
of  9 Savannah  Sparrows  at  Waukegan,  Lake, 
IL  27  Dec  (EWW)  represented  an  unusually 
large  flock  for  the  n.  tier  in  winter.  Noticeably 
scarce  this  winter  were  Le  Conte’s  Sparrows, 
as  only  2 birds  were  detected  at  Mermet  L., 
Massac,  IL  31  Dec  (KJM).  Part  of  a fine  Jan 
flight  of  Fox  Sparrow,  7 were  recorded  (one 
singing)  in  Gibson,  IN  22  Jan  (AK).  A Lin- 
coln’s Sparrow  in  Chicago  16  Dec  (GAW,  JF) 
was  unusual  for  such  a northerly  location. 
Another  excellent  Jan  count  occurred  3 Jan  in 
Jeffersonville,  Clark,  IN,  where  100  White- 
throated  Sparrows  were  tallied  (MA).  Three 
Harris's  Sparrows  were  encountered  this  win- 
ter: in  Clinton,  IL  4 Dec  (MSS),  at  Union 
County  C.A.,  IL  29  Dec  (KJM),  and  an  imm. 
at  a feeder  at  Baldwin  L.,  St.  Clair,  IL  13-14 
Feb  (MT,  TJD,  KAM,  m.ob.).  For  tbe  2nd 
consecutive  year,  exceptional  numbers  of  La- 
pland Longspurs  moved  through  the  Region, 
exemplified  by  4000  at  Carlyle  17  Jan  (DMK, 
MSS),  1500  in  Gibson,  IN  21  Feb  (DC),  and 
710  in  DeKalb  and  Kane,  IL  24  Feb  (DJS). 
Snow  Buntings  were  quite  numerous  as  well. 
A count  of  1025  was  made  24  Feb  in  DeKalb 
and  Kane,  IL  (DJS),  and  1000  birds  were  de- 
tected in  Boone,  IL  26  Jan  (DTW).  A single 
Snow  Bunting  in  Jeffersonville,  IN  10  Jan 
(GD,  T&CB)  provided  only  the  2nd  record 
for  Clark. 

A nice  surprise  at  L.  Calumet  was  an  imm. 
male  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  found  8-9  Dec 
(ph.,  TWJM).  Considered  scarce  in  s.  Illinois, 
6 Western  Meadowlarks  were  found  10  Jan  in 
Peiry  (DMK,  MSS).  An  unprecedented  winter 
count  of  125  Brewer’s  Blackbirds,  more  than 
triple  the  next  highest  winter  tally  for  Indi- 
ana, was  made  along  the  Ohio  R.  in  Clark  10 
Jan  (T&CB).  An  excellent  find  was  a female 
Great-tailed  Grackle  foraging  with  a flock  of 
5000-1-  Common  Crackles  and  Red-winged 
Blackbirds  in  corn  stubble  fields  along  the 
Randolph/Peny , IL  border  30  Dec  (ph.  GN, 
JRRS,  tKAM).  An  imm.  female  Baltimore  Ori- 
ole was  discovered  at  a feeder  in  rural  Craw- 
ford, IN  22  Dec  ODH,  ph.  SEH);  an  imm.  male 
came  to  a feeder  in  New  Harmony,  Posey,  IN 
24-25  Jan  (SR).  A flock  of  8 Red  Crossbills 
was  found  at  Miller  Beach,  Lake  16  Jan  (BZ), 
furnishing  the  Indiana  lakefront’s  first  Jan 
record  in  more  than  a century.  On  the  heels  of 
last  winter’s  invasion,  only  a single  White- 
winged Crossbill  was  found,  this  one  in  Car- 
roll,  IL  21  Dec  (KJM).  Likewise,  only  one 
Common  Redpoll  was  reported,  a male  in  Mc- 
Donough, IL  1 Jan  (LLH).  Pine  Siskins  were 
scarce  as  well,  but  a flock  of  12  was  detected 
at  Clinton  L.,  DeWitt,  IL  22  Jan  (MEF). 


VOLUME  64  (2010)  • NUMBER  2 


259 


• 33  species  newtotKe'^ABA  Chec 
• ^species  Yemoved  froilr  the  list 
several  new  sjecles  di  a resPlt  of^'^plhs 

rt'’ 


List  Price: 


ILLINOIS  & INDIANA 


Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  boldface): 
Alan  B,  Anderson,  Robert  Andrini,  David  K. 
Antieau,  David  Ayer,  Michael  Autin,  Susan  R. 
Bagby,  Steven  D.  Bailey,  Lou  Anne  Barriger, 
Tom  & Colleen  Becker,  David  & Ingrid  Beery, 
Larry  Bertinetti,  Don  Blecha,  H.  David  Bohlen, 
Gary  & Lisa  Bowman,  Matt  Bredeweg,  Kenneth 
J.  Brock  (Indiana),  Jim  D,  Brown,  Michael  R. 
Brown,  Brad  Bumgardner,  Samuel  B,  Burck- 
hardt,  John  K.  Cassady,  Allen  Chartier,  Eliza- 
beth Chato,  Dan  Collins,  Stephen  & Peggy 
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bra,  Timothy  J.  Dever,  Billie  Dodd,  Gary  Dor- 
man, Steve  Doud,  Jerry  1.  Downs,  Frank 
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Isolated  but  significant  snowfall  events  de- 
fined this  winter’s  weather;  temperatures 
fluctuated  around  the  norm.  Most  of  Min- 
nesota experienced  record  or  near-record  pre- 
cipitation in  December,  most  of  which  came 
from  storms  on  8-9  and  23-26  December;  Jan- 
uary and  February  had  a couple  of  memo- 
rable storms,  but  overall  precipitation 
amounts  were  near  normal.  Snowfall  totals 
varied  greatly  by  region  in  Michigan,  with 
most  coming  in  February;  southwestern 
Michigan  had  below-average  temperatures 
and  record  snowfall  amounts  (52  cm  in  East 
Lansing),  while  the  Upper  Peninsula  and 
southeastern  corner  received  little  snowfall 
during  the  entire  period.  Wisconsin’s  only 
significant  snowfall  event  blanketed  southern 
Wisconsin  with  up  to  50  cm  of  snow  in  mid- 
December,  providing  a snow  pack  that  would 
endure  the  winter. 

Compared  to  last  winter,  winter  finches  were 
relatively  scarce  this  season.  Instead,  numbers 
of  sea  ducks  and  Northern  Hawk  Owl  were  up 
in  all  three  states.  Minnesota  again  hosted  a 
good  variety  and  number  of  winter  gulls,  high- 
lighted by  both  California  and 
Slaty-backed  Gulls.  Birders  in 
Michigan  celebrated  the  New  Year 
holiday  with  the  state’s  long-await- 
ed first  Yellow-billed  Loon. 

WATERFOWL 

Fall  Snow  Geese  persisted  into 
early  Dec  in  all  three  states.  Late 
Ross’s  Geese  were  also  reported 
from  all  three  states,  but  no  early 
spring  migrants  were  reported; 
likewise.  Cackling  Geese  lingered 
in  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin,  but 
no  spring  migrants  were  ob- 
served, A Mute  Swan  at  Mar- 
quette, Marquette  18-19  Jan  (SH) 
was  the  city’s  hrst  in  more  than  a 
decade;  Minnesota  had  a maxi- 
mum of  2 Mute  Swans  in  Goodhue 
6-20  Feb  (BAF  CMB).  The  largest 
Trumpeter  Swan  congregation 


away  from  Minnesota  was  218  in  St.  Croix  27 
Feb  (LP),  while  Michigan  had  a peak  of  89  in 
Iosco  12  Feb  CWWS),  A female  American 
Wigeon  in  Marquette  on  2 & 26  Jan  was  note- 
worthy for  Michigan’s  Upper  Peninsula;  late 
fall  migrant  wigeons  were  in  six  Wisconsin 
counties  with  the  last  report  in  Waukesha  19 
Dec  (DG).  Rare  were  late  Blue-winged  Teal  in 
Freeborn,  MN  1 Dec  (ARW)  and  Muskegon,  Ml 
QL,  CP).  Some  7200  Northern  Shovelers  were 
exceptional  at  Muskegon  Wastewater, 
Muskegon,  MI  7 Dec  (JL).  In  Wisconsin, 
Northern  Pintails  wintered  in  Ozaukee  (EB) 
and  Racine  (JW):  Michigan  had  a peak  of  22 
pintails  in  Wayne  12  Dec  (WW).  A flock  of  up 
to  5000  Greater  Scaup  in  Milwaukee,  WI  9 Jan 
represents  the  state’s  largest  winter  concentra- 
tion. Michigan  had  a peak  of  1500  Greater 
Scaup  in  Wayne  1 Feb  (WGP),  while  Min- 
nesota had  reports  from  12  counties. 

Sea  ducks  put  on  a good  show  this  winter. 
Minnesota  had  an  impressive  4 Harlequin 
Ducks;  an  ad.  male  in  Mille  Lacs  1 Dec  (KJB), 
where  one  was  present  in  late  Nov;  an  ad. 
male  in  Dakota/Washington  10  Dec-6  Feb 
QPM,  m.ob.)  returned  for  the  3rd  winter;  a fe- 
male in  Dakota  12  Dec  (HHD);  and  a male  in 
St.  Louis  16  Dec  QWL).  Wisconsin  also  had 
an  exceptional  winter,  with  reports  from  five 
counties,  and  Michigan  had  an  ad.  male  7 Dec 
and  up  to  4 from  15  Jan-2  Feb,  both  in  Mason 
(DD).  All  three  scoter  species  were  reported 
from  each  state.  Wisconsin  had  early  Dec  re- 
ports of  both  Surf  and  Black  Scoters  and 
White-wingeds  in  eight  counties,  with  many 
wintering.  Minnesota  had  an  imm.  Surf  Scot- 
er in  Meeker  24  Nov-2  Dec  (DMF),  single 
White-wingeds  in  St.  Louis  5-8  Dec  (MLH, 
PHS,  KJB)  and  30  Jan  (FKB)  and  in  Dakota  13 


(RLE)  & 22  Dec  (PEJ),  and  Black  Scoters  in 
Freeborn  28  Nov-1  Dec  (BM,  DM)  and  Olmst- 
ed 19-21  Dec  (JP,  RB,  JWH).  All  three  scoter 
species  are  typically  more  numerous  in  Michi- 
gan, highlighted  by  the  peak  of  2352  White- 
wingeds  in  Manistee  19  Dec  (fide  BA).  Away 
from  L.  Superior,  Minnesota  had  Long-tailed 
Duck  reports  from  six  counties;  Michigan 
birders  experienced  substantial  flights  of 
Long-tailed  Ducks  along  L.  Michigan,  with  a 
peak  of  30,000-t  in  Muskegon  17  Jan  (AMB). 
The  Wisconsin  Department  of  Natural  Re- 
sources reported  a world-record  single-party 
high  count  of  15,565  Buffleheads  and  a high 
count  of  12,859  Common  Goldeneyes  in  Pool 
9 of  the  Mississippi  R.,  Wl/MN  7 Dec.  Min- 
nesota birders  found  6 Barrow’s  Goldeneyes: 
an  ad.  male  in  St.  Louis  19  Dec-18  Feb  (PHS, 
MLH,  m.ob.);  an  ad.  male  in  Dakota/Washing- 
ton 2-7  Jan  (MDN,  BAF);  a first-year  male  16 
Jan,  an  ad.  male  16  Jan-14  Feb,  and  another 
ad.  male  6-13  Feb,  all  in  Wabasha  (BAF,  PEJ, 
KJB);  and  an  ad,  male  in  Sherburne  28  Feb 
(KJB).  Wisconsin  also  bad  an  outstanding 
winter  for  Barrow’s  Goldeneye,  with  reports 
from  four  counties  bordering  L.  Michigan  and 
an  interior  report  from  Dane. 

GROUSE  THROUGH  GULLS 

Eleven  Gray  Partridge  reports  from  seven 
Wisconsin  counties  were  the  most  in  several 
years.  Wintering  Red-throated  Loons  were 
reported  from  an  amazing  four  Wisconsin 
counties  along  L.  Michigan;  Michigan  had  re- 
ports from  five  counties,  with  a peak  of  15  in 
Berrien  20  Dec  (TB,  MH).  A Common  Loon 
in  St.  Louis  Tl  Dec  (PHS)  was  record  late  for 
n.  Minnesota.  Michigan’s  first  Yellow-billed 
Loon  bugged  the  international  border  in 


Providing  Minnesota's  first  winter  record  and  a first  for  St.  Louis  County  was  this  immature  male  Black-headed  Grosbeak  at  Duluth  1 8 (here  27) 
December  2009  through  7 January  201 0.  Photographs  by  Laura  Erickson. 
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Chippewa  31  Dec-2  Jan  (DoM,  m.ob.).  Wis- 
consin had  late  Horned  Grebes  in  four  L. 
Michigan  counties  in  early  Dec  and  a Red- 
necked Grebe  in  Douglas  13  Dec  (PHS). 
Michigan  reported  Red-necked  Grebes  from 
four  counties  and  an  Eared  Grebe  in  St.  Clair 
19  Dec  (EC).  The  only  Western  Grebes  were 
one  from  fall  through  8 Dec  in  Beirien  (TB, 
MH,  m.ob.)  and  up  to  2 in  Miiskego?:  17-23 
Jan  (CW,  RP,  m.ob.,  p.a.).  Noteworthy  were  3 
wintering  American  White  Pelicans  in  Brown, 
WI  (EG).  Late  Great  Egrets  are  becoming 
normal  for  se.  Michigan,  with  at  least  one 
wintering  in  Monroe.  Black-crowned  Night- 
Herons  were  reported  from  five  Michigan 
counties  in  Dec,  with  wintering  birds  in  Mon- 
roe; Wisconsin  had  a Black-crowned  in 
Racine  14  Dec  (EH,  RE).  A White-faced/ 
Glossy  Ibis  found  in  Blue  Earth,  MN  30  Nov 
stayed  until  1 Dec. 

A Red-shouldered  Hawk  in  Luce,  MI  3 Jan 
(LJD)  was  rare  for  the  Upper  Peninsula.  A to- 
tal of  93  Golden  Eagles  was  tallied  on  the  6th 
Annual  Wintering  Golden  Eagle  Survey  16 
Jan  (69  in  Wisconsin,  24  in  Minnesota); 
Goldens  were  reported  from  eight  Michigan 
counties.  The  only  Gyrfalcon  reports  were 
one  through  Dec  in  Ashland,  Wl  (RBr)  and  a 
gray  morph  in  Chippewa,  MI  15  Eeb  (JEV).  A 
late  flock  of  100  Sandhill  Cranes  was  ob- 
served over  Anoka/Isanti,  MN  6 Dec  (DWK, 
JLO),  while  Michigan  reported  a peak  of 
3000+  in  Jackson  13  Dec  (LC).  Killdeer  lin- 
gered into  Dec  in  both  Michigan  and  Wiscon- 
sin, the  latter  state  reporting  one  as  late  as  1 
Jan  in  Sheboygan  (KJ).  Very  late  in  Michigan 
were  a Pectoral  Sandpiper  in  Wayne  1 Jan 
(DGe)  and  an  American  Woodcock  in  Bay  5 
Dec  (JZ).  Michigan  also  had  3 single  Purple 
Sandpipers  in  Beirien  in  Dec,  plus  Dunlin  in 
three  counties,  including  a very  unusual  find 
along  the  icy  shoreline  of  an  inland  lake  in 
Berrien  28  Dec  (AMB,  PCC).  Wisconsin  had 
several  reports  of  late  migrant  Dunlins,  with 
the  latest  in  Sheboygan  15  Dec  (JS). 

A Black-legged  Kittiwake  in  Ozaukee  11 
Dec+  (CPe,  TP)  provided  Wisconsin  its  first 
record  of  overwintering.  Minnesota  had  some 
noteworthy  overwintering  records  as  well,  a 
Eranklin’s  Gull  near  the  Twin  Cities,  and  an 
ad.  Ring-billed  Gull  in  St.  Louis/Lake.  Califor- 
nia Gulls  were  present  in  St.  Louis,  MN  24 
Nov-2  Dec  (KJB)  and  Milwaukee,  Wl  20-28 
Dec  QM-  DG).  Both  Michigan  and  Minnesota 
reported  good  numbers  of  both  Thayer’s  and 
Iceland  Gulls.  Minnesota  reported  2 Lesser 
Black-backed  Gulls,  an  ad.  in  St.  Louis  6 
Nov-2  Dec  (KJB,  JG)  and  a second-cycle  in 
Dakota  26  Dec  0PM,  PEB),  while  Michigan 
had  reports  from  at  least  12  counties.  Slaty- 
backed  Gulls  were  again  reported:  third-cycle 


birds  were  in  Dakota,  MN  6-7  Dec  (p.a.,  JPM, 
DWK)  and  in  St.  Louis,  MN/Douglas,  WI  28 
Oct-13  Dec  (KJB,  SCM,  m.ob.).  An  impres- 
sive 38  Glaucous  Gulls  (22  ads.,  16  imms.) 
were  in  Sanilac,  Ml  8 Eeb  (ATC).  Peder  Svin- 
gen  recorded  Minnesota’s  second-highest  to- 
tal of  22  Glaucous  at  Duluth,  St.  Louis  1 Jan. 
Minnesota  also  had  record  numbers  of  Great 
Black-backed  Gulls  in  the  Duluth/Superior 
area,  with  at  least  15  individuals  and  a record 
daily  high  count  of  7 on  16-17  Jan  (PHS, 
KJB).  An  Arctic  Tern  present  from  the  fall 
season  through  6 Dec  in  Beirien  (KM,  AVi, 
JTW,  m.ob.)  furnished  the  first  winter  record 
for  Michigan  and  one  of  relatively  few  for  e. 
North  America. 

DOVES  THROUGH  PIPITS 

A White-winged  Dove  lingered  in  Dakota, 
MN  approximately  10-23  Dec  (WaW,  m.ob.). 
Snowy  Owls  were  reported  in  moderate  num- 
bers this  season.  Minnesota  reported  a sig- 
nificant Northern  Hawk  Owl  irruption  that 
was  confined  to  the  n.  third  of  the  state;  ex- 
act counts  were  difficult  to  obtain,  but  at  least 
90  birds  were  estimated  (MLH).  Michigan 
also  had  good  numbers;  most  were  confined 
to  Chippewa,  but  one  in  Emmet  14  Dec-5  Feb 
(KS,  SS,  m.ob.)  was  rare  for  the  Lower  Penin- 
sula. Wisconsin  had  hawk  owls  in  Burnett  8 
Dec-22  Feb  (RPe,  DS),  Oneida  12  Dec-18Jan 
(NR),  and  Sawyer  16  Feb  (EP).  Great  Gray 
Owls  were  noticeably  scarce,  with  only  Min- 
nesota reporting  them  from  nine  n.  counties. 
The  only  Boreal  Owls  were  in  St.  Louis,  MN, 
with  one  at  Sax-Zim  21  Dec  (AXH)  and  an- 
other near  Melrude  1 Feb  (fide  JWL).  Two 
Rufous  Hummingbirds  lingered  in  Michigan, 
ad.  females  in  Van  Buren  through  21  Dec 
(KH,  ATC)  and  Genesee  through  29  Dec  (KB, 
ATC).  American  Three-toed  Woodpeckers  in 
hve  Minnesota  counties  were  the  only  re- 
ports. Black-backed  Woodpeckers  were 
found  in  nine  Minnesota  counties,  while 
both  Michigan  and  Wisconsin  reported  them 
from  expected  locales.  A group  of  6500 
American  Crows  in  Mecosta,  MI  27  Jan  was 
impressive  Obi)’ 

Carolina  Wrens  were  found  in  three  Min- 
nesota counties,  including  a first  county 
record  for  Crow  Wing  2-27  Jan  QSB);  Wiscon- 
sin had  nine  reports  from  seven  counties, 
with  most  birds  overwintering.  Carolina 
Wrens  are  more  prevalent  in  s.  Michigan,  but 
reports  from  Emmet  28  Jan  (CJ)  and  Bay  5 
Feb  (LJD)  in  the  n.  Lower  Peninsula  were 
noteworthy.  Hardy  lingerers  in  Michigan  also 
included  a Winter  Wren  in  the  Upper  Penin- 
sula’s Alger  2 Dec  (SH),  a Marsh  Wren  in  Bay 
20-28  Feb  (LJD,  GSP),  and  a Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet  in  Berrien  19  Dec  (AV).  Townsend’s 


Solitaires  were  scarce  this  winter.  Minnesota 
had  only  four  solitaire  reports  from  three 
counties,  with  one  on  17  Jan  in  Lyon  being 
the  last  for  the  season!  Wisconsin  had  only  2 
solitaires,  one  in  Sauk  through  18  Jan  (TP) 
and  another  in  Bayfield  28-31  Dec  (DB), 
while  Michigan’s  only  report  was  one  in  late 
Feb  in  Chippewa  (MK,  SK).  A Wood  Thrush 
in  Saginaw  6 Dec  represents  Michigan’s  first 
winter  record  in  over  30  years!  Minnesota 
had  10  Varied  Thrushes  in  eight  counties, 
while  Wisconsin  had  nine  reports  from  seven 
counties.  Michigan  had  a single  Varied 
Thrush  in  Houghton  31  Dec-5  Jan.  Gray  Cat- 
birds lingered  in  above-average  numbers, 
with  all  three  states  providing  reports.  Min- 
nesota catbirds  included  late  migrants  on  1 
Dec  in  Eillmore  (NBO)  and  5-8  Dec  in  Lyon 
(SA);  Wisconsin  had  a catbird  in  Eorest  13 
Dec-3  Jan  QS).  Michigan  had  catbird  reports 
from  five  counties,  including  singles  on  19 
Dec  in  Manistee  (BA,  TPa,  BP),  2 Jan  in  Lapeer 
(ML),  23  Jan+  in  Marquette  (SH),  and  a suc- 
cessfully overwintering  bird  in  Oakland.  Wis- 
consin had  Northern  Mockingbirds  in  Ash- 
land 31  Dec  (RBr)  and  Dunn  15  Feb  (JK), 
while  Michigan  had  reports  from  six  counties. 
Brown  Thrashers  also  lingered  in  good  num- 
bers. Michigan  had  4 thrashers  in  three  coun- 
ties, while  Wisconsin  had  five  reports  from 
four  counties.  Minnesota  had  single  Brown 
Thrashers  in  Kanabec  2-9  Dec  (CAM),  Carl- 
ton through  24  Jan  (CyJ),  and  Lake  20  Dec 
QWL).  Michigan  had  four  American  Pipit 
records  in  Dec,  including  one  that  overwin- 
tered in  Wayne  (WGP,  DS,  PG,  m.ob.). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Wisconsin  hosted  a late  Yellow  Warbler  in 
Chippewa  4 Dec  (BS)  and  a Cape  May  Warbler 
in  Milwaukee  8 Dec  (PS).  Michigan  reported 
Yellow-rumped  Warblers  from  19  counties,  in- 
cluding 2 Audubon’s  Warblers  in  Delta 
through  6 Dec  AMB,  m.ob.);  another 
Audubon’s  was  at  another  Delta  locale  8-11 
Dec  0Ka>  AL).  Also  present  in  Michigan  were 
a Pine  Warbler  in  Livingston  11  Feb+  (DO),  a 
Palm  Warbler  in  Delta  through  8 Dec  0Ka)> 
and  a Common  Yellowthroat  in  Manistee  19 
Dec  (CF).  Summer  Tanagers  were  last  ob- 
served at  feeders  in  Sauk,  WI  5 Dec  (KL)  and 
Grand  Traverse,  MI  19  Dec  (KBe).  Minnesota 
hosted  a Spotted  Towhee  in  Pine  28  Dec-14 
Jan  0FR>  SW,  LS,  RBJ)  and  an  Eastern  Towhee 
in  Olmsted  21  Jan  QWH);  Michigan  reported 
Eastern  Towhees  from  nine  Lower  Peninsula 
counties.  Michigan  had  lingering  Chipping 
Sparrows  in  four  counties,  while  Minnesota 
had  one  in  Kandiyohi  19  Dec  (RSF).  Minneso- 
ta had  a record-late  Vesper  Sparrow  in  Olmst- 
ed 20  Dec  QWH)  and  a Savannah  Sparrow  in 
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Stevens  5 Dec  (HHD).  A Savannah  Sparrow 
was  in  Michigan’s  Washtenaw  2-15  Jan  (KS), 
while  "Wisconsin  had  an  incredible  eight  re- 
ports from  seven  counties  during  the  C.B.C. 
period.  The  only  Lincoln’s  Sparrow  reported 
was  one  found  feeding  with  Fox  Sparrows 
along  the  roadside  in  Grant,  W1  21  Dec  (RH). 
A very  late  Gambel’s  White-crowned  Sparrow 
was  present  in  St.  Louis,  MN  19  Dec  (PHS, 
MLH).  Wisconsin  had  Harris’s  Sparrows  in 
Ozaukee  14  Dec-11  Jan  (MB)  and  in  Racine  17 
Jan  QW);  Michigan  had  a Harris’s  overwinter 
in  Van  Buren  (MW). 

Continuing  evidence  of  the  Northern  Car- 
dinal range  expansion  in  Minnesota,  a 
northerly  record  came  from  Roseau  this  sea- 
son (JideJMJ).  All  three  states  had  lingering 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks.  Minnesota  Rose- 
breasteds  were  a female  in  St.  Louis  7-14  Dec 
(TA),  an  ad.  male  in  Beltrami  through  19  Dec 
(JideJMJ),  and  one  in  Goodhue  27  Dec  OFR. 
JF).  Michigan  had  single  Rose-breasted  Gros- 
beaks in  Keweenaw  19  Dec  (MHe)  and  Isabel- 
la 16-18  Dec  (RK),  while  the  lone  Wisconsin 
record  was  in  Trempealeau  9-18  Jan  QB).  An 
imm.  male  Black-headed  Grosbeak  visited  a 
feeder  in  St.  Louis,  MN  18  Dec-7  Jan  (PJT, 
PHS,  KRE,  LME,  DAC).  Providing  Michigan 
vHth  its  first  winter  record  since  1979-1980 
was  a Dickcissel  in  Berrien  8 Feb+  (lA).  Un- 
usual were  Eastern  Meadowlark  reports  from 
five  Michigan  counties,  including  overwinter- 
ing in  Hillsdale  QR)-  Unusual  in  Wisconsin 
were  Rusty  Blackbird  reports  from  five  coun- 
ties; Michigan  also  had  Rusty  Blackbirds  in 
four  counties  and  Brewer’s  Blackbirds  in 
Genesee  (MC,  ATC)  and  St.  Clair  (JA),  both 
on  19  Dec.  Ear  n.  for  Minnesota  were  Com- 
mon Crackles  in  Roseau  1 1 Jan  (BSi)  and  St. 
Louis  22  Feb  (SZ).  The  only  Baltimore  Oriole 
was  one  in  Genesee,  MI  1-31  Dec  QBu,  KF). 

Minnesota  had  a brief  visit  from  a Gray- 
crowned  Rosy-Finch  in  Aitkin  17  Dec  QH)- 
Wisconsin  reported  poor  numbers  of  Pine 
Grosbeaks  from  n.  counties,  with  only  four 
counties  submitting  any  reports.  No  Pine 
Grosbeaks  were  reported  away  from  the  Up- 
per Peninsula  in  Michigan,  while  Minnesota 
reported  them  from  the  usual  wintering 
range.  Crossbill  reports  were  way  down  from 
last  winter,  as  would  be  expected.  Both 
species  were  in  near-average  numbers  in  Min- 
nesota and  Wisconsin  but  rather  scarce  in 
Michigan;  Michigan  had  only  one  report  of 
White-winged  Crossbill  all  winter!  Common 
Redpoll  numbers  were  also  down  this  winter. 
Michigan  and  Wisconsin  reported  very  few 
redpolls,  with  most  of  Michigan’s  reports  con- 
fined to  the  Upper  Peninsula.  Common  Red- 
polls were  widespread  in  n.  Minnesota,  but 
only  3 singles  were  reported  from  Sherburne 
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and  Dakota  to  the  south.  Hoary  Redpolls 
numbers  were  also  down:  Minnesota  had  re- 
ports from  four  counties,  and  Michigan  had 
only  one  in  Houghton  18  Feb  (MHe).  Evening 
Grosbeak  numbers  remain  low  Regionwide. 
Peak  counts  by  state  were  65  in  Wisconsin,  45 
in  Minnesota,  and  31  in  Michigan. 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Irene  Adams,  Joe  Agius,  Taylor  Abbott, 
Brian  Allen,  Sarah  Archbold,  Tim  Baerwald, 
Karl  J.  Bardon,  Judy  Bautch  QB),  Kay 
Beerthuis  (KBe),  Karen  Bennett  (KB),  Frank 
K.  Berdan,  Rob  Bolterman  (RB),  Marilyn 
Bontly,  Ryan  Brady  (RBr),  David  Bratley,  Eric 
Bruhnke,  Conny  M.  Brunell,  Paul  E.  Budde, 
Jeff  Buecking  OBu),  Adam  M.  Byrne,  David  A. 
Cahlander,  Mike  Champagne,  Fred  Charbon- 
neau,  Philip  C.  Chu,  Lathe  Claflin,  Herb  H. 
Dingmann,  Dave  Dister,  Louis  J.  Dombroski, 
Kim  R.  Eckert,  Robert  L.  Ekblad,  Laura  M.  Er- 
ickson, Bruce  A.  Fall,  Rick  Fare  (RF),  Jeff  Fis- 
cher, Kristen  Franzen,  Randy  S.  Frederickson, 
Carl  Freeman,  Dan  M,  Floren,  Patricia  Gam- 
burd,  Dan  Gertiser  (DGe),  Erin  Gnass,  Den- 
nis Gustafson  (DG),  Skye  Haas,  Karen  Har- 
mon, Michael  L.  Hendrickson,  Max  Henschell 
(MHe),  Anthony  X.  Hertzel,  Janet  Hill  (JH), 
John  W.  Hockema,  Randy  Hoffman,  Eric 
Howe,  Malt  Hysell,  Robert  B.  Janssen,  Paul  E. 
Jantscher,  Cynthia  Johnson  (CyJ),  Karen 
Johnson,  Cece  Johnston  (CJ),  Jeanie  M.  Jop- 
pru,  Joe  Kaplan,  Jeanette  Kelly,  Mike  Kielb, 
Susan  Kielb,  Doug  W.  Kieser,  Robert 
Kohrman,  Jonathan  Lautenbach  QD-  Karl 
Legler,  Maureen  Lemons,  James  W.  Lind,  Alec 
Lindsay,  Joe  Lipar  OT-O.  Barb  Martin,  Dennis 
Martin  (DM),  Don  Martin  (DoM),  James  P 
Mattsson,  Craig  A.  Menze,  Scott  C.  Meyer, 
Kip  Miller,  Jym  Mooney  QM).  Debra  O’Con- 
nor, James  L.  Otto,  Nancy  B.  Overcott,  Bob 
Paetschow,  Tom  Pavlik  (TPa),  Walter  G. 
Pawloski,  Ric  Pedler  (RP),  Richard  Peet 
(RPe),  Larry  Persico,  David  J.  Peters,  Ed  Pe- 
terson, Glenn  S.  Peterson,  Chris  Petherick 
(CPe),  Tom  Prestby  (TP),  Jerry  Pruett,  Caleb 
Putnam  (CP),  Jack  Reinoehl  (JR),  Nancy 
Richmond,  James  E Ryan,  Derek  Sando,  Joe 
Schaufenbuel,  Lynne  Schoenborn,  Jim 
Schwarz,  Wayne  W.  Shawl,  Don  Sherwood, 
Beth  Siverhus  (BSi),  Paul  Sparks  (PS),  Keny- 
on Stebbins,  Sally  Stebbins,  Bruce  Steger  (BS), 
Peder  H.  Svingen,  Pat  & John  Thomas  (PJT), 
Jim  E.  VanAllen,  Alison  Vilag,  Alexander  R. 
Watson,  Will  Weber  (WW),  Warren  Wegener 
(WaW),  Carolyn  Weng,  Jennifer  Wenzel, 
Steve  Weston,  Jonathan  T.  Wuepper,  Mary 
Wyatt,  Jerry  Ziarno,  Shawn  Zierman. 


Adam  M.  Byrne,  11771  Rachel  Lane 
DeWitt,  Michigan  48820,  (byrnea@msu.edu) 
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Weather  played  a dominant  role  in 
the  distribution  and  abundance  of 
many  birds  in  the  Region  this  win- 
ter. The  season  got  off  to  moderate  start,  with 
temperatures  above  60°  F as  far  north  as  cen- 
tral Iowa,  but  by  mid-December,  tempera- 
tures had  plunged  to  values  well  below  aver- 
age. Iowa  saw  lows  of  -19°  F or  colder  in  all 
three  months  of  the  season,  bottoming  out  at 
-37°  F on  2 January.  While  not  quite  as  cold, 
Missouri  saw  near-record  low  average  tem- 
peratures over  much  of  the  state  as  well.  In 
addition  to  the  bitter  cold,  this  winter  will  be 
remembered  for  snow  over  much  of  the 
northern  half  of  the  Region.  Many  Iowa  loca- 
tions received  heavy  snowfalls,  and  Spencer 
set  a new  December  state  record  with  101  cm 
(40  inches)  of  snow.  Iowa  as  a whole  aver- 
aged 114  cm  (45  inches)  of  snow  for  the  win- 
ter season,  setting  a new  state  record.  In  Mis- 
souri, heavy  snow  was  largely  conhned  to  the 
northern  and  western  portions,  as  the  big 
storm  systems  seemed  to  skip  over  the  rest  of 
the  state  before  unloading  on  the  East  Coast. 
Not  only  did  it  snow  a lot,  but  herce  winds 
produced  blizzard  conditions,  making  travel 
dangerous  to  impossible  in  many  areas.  For 
Iowa,  this  was  the  third  consecutive  colder- 
than-average  and  fourth  consecutive  snowier- 
than-average  winter. 

For  those  suffering  through  a long  cold 
winter,  it  is  nice  to  have  invasions  of  Snowy 
Owls  and  winter  hnches  to  make  braving  the 
elements  seem  worthwhile.  Unfortunately,  the 
Region  did  not  see  a recurrence  of  the  previ- 
ous winter’s  exceptional  White -winged  Cross- 
bill, Pine  Siskin,  Common  Redpoll,  and 
Snowy  Owl  irruptions.  Northern  finches  were 
nearly  absent  this  winter,  and  only  a handful 
of  Snowy  Owls  made  it  to  Iowa.  The  extensive 
snow  cover  did  make  Gray  Partridge  relative- 


ly easy  to  find  in  Iowa  and  produced  an  as- 
tounding Short-eared  Owl  spectacle  in  Mis- 
souri. Missouri  had  a number  of  exceptional 
birds  turn  up  at  feeders,  including  Black- 
throated  Sparrow,  Bullock's  Oriole,  and  Black- 
headed Grosbeak.  Iowa  saw  a winter  nearly 
devoid  of  good  birds,  with  the  highlight  being 
a well-documented  Swainson’s  Thrush,  the 
hrst  recorded  in  winter  in  the  state. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  HAWKS 

As  would  be  expected  during  a very  cold  win- 
ter, most  species  dependent  on  open  water 
were  forced  out  of  Iowa  and  northern  Mis- 
souri early  on.  There  were  no  reports  of  win- 
tering Ross’s  Geese  and  only  a handful  of  win- 
tering Greater  White-fronted  Geese.  On  4 
Dec,  47,700  Snow  Geese  migrated  past  the 
Hitchcock  hawkwatch,  Pottawattamie,  lA 
(Mark  Orsag,  fide  PH),  Just  ahead  of  the  hrst 
big  cold  snap  of  the  season.  In  Missouri, 
75,000  were  at  Otter  Slough  C.A.,  Stoddard  13 
Feb  (CBa)  and  30,000  were  in  Vernon  on  15 
Feb  (LH).  What  “normal”  winter  numbers 
and  distribution  are  for  Cackling  Geese  in  the 
Region  is  still  something  of  an  open  question. 
Small  numbers  were  reported  throughout  the 
season  in  both  states.  The  high  count  by  far 
was  764  at  Ada  Hayden  Park,  Story,  lA  7 Dec 
(SJD).  Trumpeter  Swan  numbers  continue  to 
increase  in  the  Region.  High  counts  were  47 
at  Squaw  Creek  N.W.R.,  Holt,  MO  29  Dec 
(KM)  and  147  at  Beemer’s  Pond, 

Hamilton,  lA  10  Jan  (SJD).  Some 
545  were  at  Riverlands  Migrato- 
ry Bird  Sanctuary,  St.  Charles, 

MO  in  mid-Dec  (DRo),  where 
the  large  hock  again  attracted 
Tundra  Swans,  with  a high  count 
of  22  on  1 Jan  (CM).  Of  the  very 
few  noteworthy  concentrations 
of  puddle  ducks  reported,  most 
were  from  early  Dec,  such  as  120 
Northern  Shovelers  at  Squaw 
Creek  N.W.R.,  Holt,  MO  1 Dec 
(DE),  116  Green-winged  Teal  at 
Polk  City  W.A.,  Polk,  lA  2 Dec 
(SJD),  and  40,000  Mallards  at 
Riverton  W.A.,  Fremont,  I A 3 
Dec  (KD).  A Blue-winged  Teal  at 
St.  Joseph,  Buchanan,  MO  17 
Dec  (CBa)  was  notably  late. 

Most  diving  duck  reports  came 
from  the  large  reservoirs  or  the 
Mississippi  R.  A count  of  73 
Canvasbacks  at  Saylorville  L., 

Polk,  lA  8 Dec  (SJD)  was  an  extremely  large 
number  for  the  date  at  that  location.  The  Pool 
19,  Lee,  lA  Canvasback  hock  peaked  at 
27,068  on  14  Dec  (SJD),  with  380  spending 
the  winter  there  (SJD).  Demonstrating  once 


again  that  it  is  a premier  location  for  winter  j 
diving  ducks.  Pool  19,  Lee,  lA  produced  the 
following  Regional  high  counts;  365  Ring- 
necked Ducks  14  Dec  (SJD),  439  Greater 
Scaup  17  Jan  (SJD),  1210  Lesser  Scaup  14  Dec 
(SJD),  40  Buffleheads  14  Dec  (SJD),  6139 
Common  Goldeneyes  7 Feb  (SJD),  945  Com- 
mon Mergansers  14  Dec  (SJD),  and  601  Rud- 
dy Ducks  14  Dec  (SJD).  The  distribution  of 
uncommon  sea  ducks  was  unusual  this  win- 
ter. The  only  Missouri  reports  were  a Surf 
Scoter  at  Riverlands  Migratory  Bird  Sanctuary, 

St.  Charles,  MO  29  Dec  (A1  Smith)  and  a 
Long-tailed  Duck  at  Smithville  L.,  Clay  9-17 
Feb  (Terry  Miller,  KM).  In  contrast,  Iowa  had 
4 Surf  Scoters,  5 Black  Scoters,  and  at  least  12 
Long-tailed  Ducks.  All  three  species  were 
present  at  the  same  time  at  Cedar  L.,  Linn,  lA 
4-6  Dec  (DP,  BT,  m.ob.).  Long-tailed  Ducks 
wintered  on  the  Mississippi  R.,  Lee,  I A,  where 
up  to  4 were  reported  (SJD,  RLC).  Common 
Merganser  numbers  were  dismal  again  this 
winter.  No  large  hocks  were  reported  any- 
where in  the  Region,  whereas  hocks  of 
20,000+  were  routine  in  past  years.  A count  of 
550  Hooded  Mergansers  at  Montrose  C.A., 
Heniy,  MO  31  Jan  (MR,  JK,  MA)  made  an  im- 
pressive total. 

One  beneht  of  the  continuous  snow  cover 
over  much  of  Iowa  was  that  Gray  Partridge 
were  much  easier  to  locate  than  usual.  Birders 
from  as  far  away  as  Oklahoma  came  to  take 


advantage  of  relatively  easy  viewing  of  what 
can  be  a difficult  species  to  hnd.  There  were 
about  thirty  reports  from  fourteen  counties, 
mostly  in  n.-cen.  Iowa.  Coveys  in  Guthrie  and 
Polk  marked  the  current  s.  edge  of  the  range. 


Missouri's  only  Northern  Goshawk  of  the  winter  spent  January  and  February 
2010  (here  17  February)  successfully  hunting  European  Starlings  in  Blue 
Springs,  Jackson  County.  Photograph  by  John  Jeffries. 
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This  Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  was  one  of  the  few  found  in  Iowa  in 
winter  2009-2010.  It  spent  1 9 February  201 0 roosting  in  the  photog- 
rapher's yard  in  Cerro  Gordo  County.  Photograph  by  Carolyn  Fischer. 


Hard  winters  like  this  one,  combined  with  a 
several-decades-long  trend  of  increasingly 
wet  springs,  as  well  as  declining  acreage  en- 
rolled in  the  Conservation  Reserve  Program, 
have  taken  a toll  on  the  Region’s  Ring-necked 
Pheasants.  Deep  snow  concentrated  pheas- 
ants into  the  best  remaining  habitat,  produc- 
ing some  large  counts  such  as  163  in  Boone  10 
Jan  (SJD)  and  200  in  Story  17  Jan  (RLC). 
Barely  hanging  on  in  Iowa,  and  continuing  to 
decline  in  Missouri,  the  only  Greater  Prairie- 
Chicken  report  of  was  of  12  at  Taberville 
Prairie  C.A.,  St.  Clair,  MO  21  Dec  (MR). 

Both  states  reported  Common  Loons  and 
Pied-hilled  Grebes  lingering  into  Dec  but  none 
later.  A Horned  Grebe  was  still  at  Smithville 
L.,  Clay,  MO  3 Jan  (KM),  while  one  at  Pool 
19,  Lee,  lA  20  Feb  (RLC)  was  an  unexpected- 
ly early  migrant.  Lingering  Western  Grebes  in- 
cluded one  at  Pleasant  Creek  State  Recreation 
Area,  Linn,  lA  5-6  Dec  (DP)  and  2 at  Red  Rock 
Res.,  Marion,  lA  5 Dec  (SJD).  In  spite  of  the 
weather,  small  numbers  of  healthy  American 
White  Pelicans  wintered  at  Red  Rock  Res., 
Marion,  lA  (SJD,  JG)  and  at  Pool  19,  Lee,  lA 
(SJD)  again  this  winter.  Single  Great  Egrets 
were  very  late  at  Squaw  Creek  N.W.R.,  Holt, 
MO  1 Dec  (DE)  and  at  Green  Bay  Bottoms, 
Lee,  lA  16  Dec  (ph.  JR,  JLF).  Now  nearly  an- 
nual in  winter  in  the  Region,  an  imm.  Black- 
crowned  Night-Heron  was  present  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi R.  at  Muscatine,  Muscatine,  lA  26  Dec 
(tBob  Bryant).  Both  vultures  continue  to  win- 
ter n.  into  cen.  Missouri.  A Black  Vulture  was 
at  Bagnell  Dam,  Camden,  MO  18  Jan  (acc., 
SH),  and  Turkey  Vultures  were  reported  in  Jan 
from  St.  Louis  QU),  St.  Charles  (BRo),  and 
Henry  QK,  MA,  MR). 

Long  periods  of  very  cold  temperatures 
usually  result  in  large  concentrations  of  Bald 
Eagles  at  areas  of  remaining  open  water.  How- 
ever, eagle  counts  this  winter  were  low,  sug- 
gesting that  many  moved  south  and  out  of  the 


Region.  Large  counts  of  Northern  Harri- 
ers included  34  at  Taberville  Prairie 
C.A.,  St.  Clair,  MO  21  Dec  (MR)  and 
30-1-  at  Bushwacker  C.A.,  Vernon,  MO  28 
Feb  (MR).  The  only  Northern 
Goshawks  reported  were  an  ad.  at 
Errington  Marsh,  Polk,  lA  2 Dec  (SJD), 
an  imm.  at  Ames,  Stoiy,  lA  15  Jan  and 
15  Feb  (WO),  and  an  imm.  at  Blue 
Springs,  Jachson,  MOJan-Feb  28-t  (ph. 
John  & Brenda  Jeffries).  Rough-legged 
Hawks  were  present  in  good  numbers 
again  this  winter.  Over  55  were  reported 
from  Iowa,  with  a high  of  10  at  Poosey 
C.A.,  Livingston,  MO  12  Feb  (SK).  Four 
Golden  Eagles  were  reported  from  Mis- 
souri and  8 from  Iowa,  including  3 in 
Clayton  5 Jan  (KJM).  The  puzzling  dis- 
tribution of  Merlins  in  the  Region  continued 
again  this  winter.  Only  2 were  reported  from 
Missouri,  while  at  least  23  were  found  in 
Iowa.  Up  to  5 Merlins  wintered  at  Glendale 
Cemetery,  Polk,  lA  (RIC,JG).  Of  birds  report- 
ed to  subspecies,  5 were  richardsoni  and  7 
were  columbarius.  A Prairie  Falcon  at  the  Pio- 


neer helds  in  Polk,  lA  7 Dec  (JG)  marked  the 
8th  consecutive  year  that  one  has  stopped  at 
this  location.  One,  discovered  on  27  Jan  at  the 
Sioux  Jersey  Cattle  Farm,  Woodbury,  lA  (PR), 
was  joined  by  another  30  Jan  (ph.  CG,  AC), 
with  both  present  through  28  Feb  and  later 
(m.ob.). 

RAILS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

One  of  the  more  unexpected  birds  of  the  sea- 
son was  a King  Rail  at  Clarence  Cannon 
N.W.R.,  Pike,  MO  3 Jan  (ph.  CC).  A Sandhill 
Crane  near  Howell  Island  C.A.,  St.  Louis,  MO 
was  found  on  20  Dec  (DRo,  TB)  and  lingered 
through  24  Jan  QU,  MT).  The  most  northerly 
wintering  Killdeer  was  one  in  far  ne.  Iowa  in 
Allamakee  13  Jan  (DK).  Up  to  3 wintered  in  se. 


Iowa  in  Des  Moines  QR,  JLF)  and  at  Montrose, 
Lee  (SJD,  JG).  A Wilson’s  Snipe  also  wintered 
at  the  latter  location  (SJD).  Missouri  had  a few 
reports  of  late  or  wintering  shorebirds,  despite 
the  early  onset  of  very  cold  weather.  A Least 
Sandpiper  was  at  Carl  Junction  Lagoon,  Jasper 
28  Jan  (LH),  and  2 Dunlins  were  at  Marais 
Temps  Clair  C.A.,  St.  Charles  8 Dec  (BJ,  AF). 
Six  dowitchers  at  Ten  Mile  Pond  C.A.,  Missis- 
sippi 17  Dec  (tCBa)  were  not  identified  to 
species  but  were  certainly  Long-billeds  based 
on  the  late  date.  Returning  spring  migrant 
shorebirds  included  the  expected  Killdeer  and 
American  Woodcocks  but  also  2 early  Greater 
Yellowlegs  at  Otter  Slough  C.A.,  Stoddard,  MO 
27  Feb  (tCBa). 

It  was  generally  a lackluster  season  for 
gulls,  largely  due  to  low  numbers  and  diversi- 
ty at  many  traditional  gull  hotspots  and  the 
quick  freeze  in  the  n.  parts  of  the  Region. 
Bonaparte’s  Gulls  lingered  moderately  late  in 
both  states,  with  the  last  Iowa  birds  being  2 at 
Ada  Hayden  Park,  Stoiy  7 Dec  (SJD,  WO). 
The  only  late  Franklin’s  Gulls  were  a juv.  in 
Polk,  lA  4-5  Dec  and  an  ad.  below  the  dam  at 


Red  Rock  Res.,  Marion,  lA  5 Dec  (both  SJD). 
State  high  counts  of  Ring-billed  Gulls  were 
relatively  modest,  with  6310  at  Pool  19,  Lee, 
lA  14  Dec  (SJD)  and  4500  at  Long  Branch  L, 
Macon,  MO  22  Dec  (BJ).  Herring  Gull  num- 
bers were  also  unimpressive,  with  highs  of 
214  at  Pool  19,  Lee,  lA  14  Dec  (SJD)  and  350 
at  Long  Branch  L.,  Macon,  MO  22  Dec  (BJ).  It 
was  a very  poor  season  for  Thayer’s  Gulls, 
with  few  in  Iowa  and  none  in  Missouri.  Iowa 
birds  included  a juv.  at  Saylorville  Res.,  Polk  5 
Dec,  a juv.  below  the  dam  at  Red  Rock  Res., 
Marion  11  Dec,  and  an  ad.  at  Ottumwa, 
Wapello  13  Dec  (all  SJD);  2 ads.  at  Ottumwa, 
Wapello  30  Dec  OG);  and  an  ad.  and  a juv.  at 
Lock  & Dam  14,  Scott  3 Feb  (JLF).  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gulls  were  around  in  slightly 


These  Short-eared  Owls  were  among  the  astounding  125  gathered  in  Dade  County,  Missouri  (here  31  January  2010). 
Photograph  by  Charley  Burwick. 
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Providing  a first  winter  record  for  Iowa,  this  Swainson's  Thrush  was  at  an  Iowa 
City,  Johnson  County  feeder  from  late  fall  through  9 (here  7)  December  2010. 
Photograph  by  Karole  Fuller. 


This  well-photographed  Summer  Tanager  visited  a feeder  at  Independence,  Jack- 
son  County,  Missouri  5-9  (here  6)  December  2009.  Photograph  by  Linda  Byrd. 


lower  numbers  than  has  been  typical  recently. 
Missouri  birds  included  singles  at  Long 
Branch  L.,  Macon  4-16  Feb  (KA,  SE)  and  at 
Riverlands  Migratory  Bird  Sanctuary  5 Dec 
(BRo).  Iowa  reports  included  a juv.  below  the 
dam  at  Red  Rock  Res.,  Marion  11  Dec  (SJD), 
an  ad.  and  a third-cycle  bird  at  Pool  19,  Lee  14 
Dec  (SJD),  a third-cycle  at  Ottumwa,  Wapello 
30  Dec  (JG),  and  an  ad.  at  Cedar  L.,  Linn  24- 
29  Jan  (BT,  DP,  JLF).  Glaucous  Gulls  were 
around  in  small  numbers — 4 in  Missouri  and 
5 in  Iowa.  Glaucous  Gulls  away  from  the  nor- 
mal Des  Moines  and  Mississippi  R.  locations 
were  a second-cycle  at  Cedar  L.,  Linn,  lA  29 
Jan  OLE),  up  to  2 at  Long  Branch  L.,  Macon. 
MO  21  Dec-r  (BJ,  KA,  SE),  and  one  at  Truman 
Dam,  Benton.  MO  31  Jan  QK,  MA,  MR).  Prob- 
ably the  best  gull  of  the  winter  was  a Great 
Black-backed  Gull  at  Truman  Dam,  Benton, 
MO  31  Jan  (JK,  MA,  MR).  If  accepted,  this 
would  be  Missouri’s  first  documented  record 
away  from  the  Mississippi  River. 

After  last  year’s  big  Snowy  Owl  invasion, 
only  a very  faint  echo  occurred  this  season. 
Iowa  birds  were  in  Linn  16  Dec  (DP),  Win- 
nebago 18  Dec  (PH),  and  Franklin  TI  Feb  (DP, 
m.ob.).  Deep  snow  in  the  n.  parts  of  the  Re- 
gion appeared  to  have  a dramatic  impact  on 


Long-eared  and  Short-eared 
Owls.  In  Iowa,  Long-eareds 
were  reported  from  fewer  loca- 
tions than  normal  and  were  ab- 
sent from  many  regular  winter 
roosts.  The  high  count  was 
only  2 birds.  However,  not  far 
s.  of  the  border,  multiple 
groups  were  found  in  n.-cen. 
Missouri  in  Livingston  and 
Chariton  (SK).  Short-eared 
Owls  were  present  in  Iowa  in 
normal  numbers  at  the  start  of 
Dec,  such  as  the  10  at  Luton 
W.M.A.,  Woodbiay  7 Dec  (TL), 
but  very  few  were  found  later 
in  the  winter.  Meanwhile,  in 
Missouri,  groups  of  Short- 
eareds  were  found  at  several 
spots  including  up  to  20  along 
McComas  Rd.,  Clinton  Jan+ 
(KM,  m.ob.),  30  at  Shawnee 
Trail  C.A.,  Barton  29  Dec  (AW, 
JC,  DH),  9 w.  of  Stockton  L., 
Cedar  31  Jan  (MR,  JK,  MA), 
and  12  at  Bushwacker  C.A., 
Venion  28  Feb  (MR).  All  of 
these  counts  were  dwarfed  by 
an  amazing  125  Short-eared 
Owls  in  Dade  31  Jan  (ph.  CBu). 
Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  were 
rather  difficult  to  find  this  win- 
ter, with  none  reported  from 
Missouri  and  8 in  Iowa. 

Two  hummingbird  species  were  recorded  in 
the  Region  this  winter.  A juv.  female  Ruby- 
throated  Hummingbird  was  at  a feeder  at 
Boone,  Boone,  lA  1-3  Dec  (Jenni  Boon- 
jakuakul,/idc  SJD).  On  3 Dec,  it  was  found  in- 
capacitated and  taken  to  rehab  where  it  died 
on  9 Jan.  An  ad.  male  Rufous  Hummingbird 
(acc.)  came  to  a feeder  in  Ozark,  MO  2 Dec-2 
Jan  (Katherine  Trupp,  GS).  For  unknown  rea- 
sons, Rufous  is  comparatively  rare  in  Iowa.  For 
a 2nd  winter  in  a row.  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuck- 
ers  stayed  n.  in  numbers  much  above  average. 
Iowa  had  reports  of  16  birds,  several  of  which 
appeared  to  survive  the  winter. 

PASSERINES 

The  most  northerly  reports  of  Eastern 
Phoebes  were  singles  at  Cuvier  River  S.P.,  Lin- 
coln, MO  26  Dec  (BS)  and  in  St.  Louis,  MO  10 
Jan  (JU).  It  was  relatively  good  year  for 
Northern  Shrikes  in  Iowa,  with  reports  from 
all  parts  of  the  state.  Down  from  12  last  year, 
3 made  it  to  Missouri:  one  at  Smithville  L., 
Clay  15-17  Feb  (NL,  HH,  KM),  one  at  Whet- 
stone Creek  C.A.,  Calloway  23  Feb  (AF),  and 
one  at  Paint  Brush  Prairie  C.A.,  Pettis  28  Feb 
(MR).  Otter  Slough  C.A.,  Stoddard,  MO  host- 


ed 2 unseasonable  swallows,  with  both  a Tree 
and  a Barn  present  2 Jan  (CBa).  A survey  of 
Prairie  S.P,  Barton,  MO  21  Dec  produced  19 
Sedge  Wrens  (MR),  and  2 were  found  at 
Shawnee  Trail  C.A.,  Barton,  MO  23  Dec  QC). 
The  only  Marsh  Wren  reports  were  one  at  An- 
derson L.,  Hamilton,  lA  3 Dec  (SJD),  one  at 
the  Montrose  marsh,  Lee,  lA  17  Jan-7  Feb 
(SJD),  and  one  at  Otter  Slough  C.A.,  Stoddard, 
MO  19  Jan  (CBa).  Rare  but  regular  in  the 
state,  a Townsend’s  Solitaire  was  along  Mill 
Cr.,  Cherokee,  I A 5 Dec  (DB).  Iowa’s  rarest 
bird  of  the  season  was  a Swainson’s  Thrush 
attending  a feeder  in  Iowa  City,  Johnson  mid- 
Nov-9  Dec  (Clarence  & Alda  Hightshoe,  Jide 
JLF).  This  bird,  representing  a record  late  date 
and  first  winter  record  for  Iowa,  was  first  cor- 
rectly identified  and  documented  7 Dec  (tJLF, 
ph.  Karole  Fuller).  The  only  Varied  Thrush  of 
the  season  was  a male  coming  to  a feeder  in 
Ventura,  Ceiro  Gordo,  lA  25  Dec-i-  (CJE  PH, 
m.ob.).  American  Robins  were  noteworthy 
for  their  scarcity;  the  Iowa  high  count  was 
only  21  in  Lee  17  Jan  (SJD). 

Single  Gray  Catbirds  were  found  in  both 
states.  One  was  in  Decatur,  lA  16  Dec  (TL), 
and  another  was  in  Nodaway,  MO  19  Dec 
(DE).  The  most  northerly  Brown  Thrasher  re- 
ports were  birds  coming  to  feeders  in  Johnson, 
lA  6-9  Feb  Okb)  and  Wairen,  lA  through  15 
Feb  (ph.  Russ  & Robin  Vanderhoet,  Jide  JS). 
Four  additional  thrashers  were  scattered 
across  Missouri.  A single  American  Pipit  at 
Keokuk,  Lee,  lA  25  Jan  (TJR,  JLF)  would  rate 
as  a rare  occurrence  in  any  winter,  let  alone  in 
an  extremely  cold  one.  In  Missouri,  24  pipits 
were  near  Confluence  S.P.,  St.  Louis  1 Jan 
QU),  and  a single  was  at  Stockton  Dam,  Cedar 
31  Jan  QK.  MA,  MR).  Missouri  hosted  Or- 
ange-crowned Warblers  at  Creve  Coeur  Park, 
St.  Louis  27-30  Dec  (BPr)  and  at  a feeder  in 
Greene  20  Jan-17  Feb  (Zelda  Ellison).  Yellow- 
rumped  Warblers  were  extremely  scarce  this 
winter.  The  only  reports  were  of  5 in  Ap- 
panoose, lA  18  Dec  (RFC),  one  at  St.  Joseph, 
Buchanan,  MO  19  Dec  QH),  and  one  at  Med- 
icine Creek  W.A.,  Wayne,  I A 25  Dec  (AB). 
Pine  Warblers  in  s.  Missouri  were  near  Joplin, 
Jasper  19  Dec  (LH)  and  at  Dexter  City  L., 
Stoddard  2-12  Feb  (CBa). 

Missouri  had  a number  of  rare  feeder  birds 
this  winter.  Among  them  were  single  Summer 
Tanagers  at  Independence,  Jackson  5-9  Dec 
(ph.  Linda  Byrd)  and  at  Town  & County,  St. 
Louis  25  Dec-1  Jan  (Chandler  Kennedy).  Split- 
ting time  between  two  Kansas  City,  Platte  resi- 
dences was  an  imm.  male  Black-headed  Gros- 
beak (acc.),  present  off  and  on  27  Dec-8  Feb 
(Lisa  Owens,  Cindy  Rogers,  MM).  Surprisingly, 
no  Spotted  Towhees  were  reported  in  Iowa, 
while  the  only  Missouri  birds  were  2 in  Barton 
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30  Dec  (AW,  JC,  DH)  and  one  at  an  Andrew 
feeder  in  Dec  (Dean  & Pat  Rush).  Probably  the 
bird  of  the  season  was  Missouri’s  2nd  Black- 
throated  Sparrow,  a cooperative  bird  attending 
a feeder  at  Savannah,  Andrew  5 Dec-16  Jan 
(Dean  & Pat  Rush,  m.ob.,  acc.).  Three  reports 
of  Savannah  Sparrows  in  Iowa  were  more  than 
average  and  included  3 at  St.  Mary’s  Island 
WA.,  Mills  13  Dec  (tLP,  BP),  one  in  Dallas  19 
Dec  (tKVS),  and  one  at  Twelve  Mile  L.,  Union 
19  Dec  (ph.  SJD).  While  Lapland  Longspurs 
were  widely  reported  from  Iowa,  by  far  the 
largest  flock  was  in  Missouri  where  3000  were 
at  Columbia  Bottom  C.A.,  St.  Louis  10  Jan 
(BRu).  This  flock  also  contained  a single  Chest- 
nut-collared Longspur  (ph.  BRu).  Smith’s 
Longspurs  reports  included  17  at  Taberville 
Prairie  C.A.,  St.  Clair  21  Dec  (MR)  and  one  at 
Bushwacker  C.A.,  Vernon  28  Feb  (MR).  For  the 
most  part,  Snow  Buntings  stayed  up  in  Iowa. 
Several  triple-digit  flocks  were  recorded,  with  a 
high  count  of  1665  in  Hamilton  13  Feb  (SJD). 
Of  the  five  Missouri  reports,  the  high  count  was 
9 at  Squaw  Creek  N.W.R.,  Holt  25  Dec  (KM). 
Single  Indigo  Buntings  were  reported  at  Co- 
lumbia, Boone  19  Dec  (SH),  Duck  Creek  C.A., 
Bollinger  19  Dec  (CBa),  and  Chillicothe,  Liv- 
ingston 20  Dec  (SK). 

Icterid  numbers  were  either  low  or  under- 
reported in  the  Region,  with  a couple  of  ex- 
ceptions. High  counts  of  Rusty  Blackbirds 
were  about  100  in  Des  Moines,  lA  25  Jan  Ql-F) 


and  100+  at  Squaw  Creek  N.W.R.,  Holt,  MO  1 
Dec  (DE).  A flock  of  1060  Great-tailed  Crack- 
les was  an  impressive  count  at  Lake  Contrary, 
Buchanan,  MO  through  19  Dec  (LL).  Always 
noteworthy  in  winter,  a Baltimore  Oriole  visit- 
ed a feeder  in  Cape  Girardeau,  MO  5-21  Dec 
(Steve  Julin).  Rounding  out  the  list  of  excep- 
tional feeder  birds,  a potential  first  Bullock’s 
Oriole  for  Missouri  was  photographed  during 
its  stay  at  a Savannah,  Andrew  residence  19 
Dec-1  Jan  (Craig  Oldenburger, /ide  MM,  p.a.). 

After  last  year’s  exceptional  winter  finch  in- 
vasion, this  season  was  a complete  dud.  There 
were  no  reports  of  either  crossbill  and  only  a 
single  Common  Redpoll  made  it  to  Gilbert,  Sto- 
ry, lA  31  Jan+  (ph.  Amy  Morrow,  fide  SJD). 
Small  numbers  of  Purple  Finches  were  report- 
ed from  both  states.  Smaller  numbers  of  Pine 
Siskins  wintered  in  n.  Iowa,  and  a single  bird 
was  in  Missouri  at  Neosho,  Jasper  19  Dec  Oohn 
Chesney).  An  attractive  bird,  even  though  an 
escapee,  was  a European  Greenfinch  that  ap- 
peared at  a feeder  in  Boone,  MO  25  Jan  (ph. 
EW,  CG,  LL).  Eurasian  Tree  Sparrows  continue 
to  expand  up  the  Iowa  R.  valley,  with  4 at 
Marengo,  Iowa,  lA  19  Dec  (CE)  establishing  a 
new  nw.  edge  of  the  range.  One  in  Stoddard  in 
se.  Missouri  on  5 Feb  (CBa)  was  out  of  range. 

Corrections:  In  the  previous  Iowa  & Missouri 
region  winter  summary,  the  following  species 
were  erroneously  listed  as  occurring  at  Schell- 


Osage  C.A.:  Lesser  Yellowlegs,  House  Wren, 
Sedge  Wren,  American  Pipit,  Palm  Warbler, 
and  Common  Yellowthroat.  The  correct  loca- 
tion for  these  reports  is  Otter  Slough  C.A., 
Stoddard. 

Contributors  (state  compilers  in  boldface): 
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Chambers,  Raymond  L.  Cummins,  Stephen  J. 
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The  winter  of  2009-2010  was  character- 
ized by  temperature  slightly  colder  than 
normal  and  by  below-normal  precipita- 
tion. Temperatures  were  near  normal  to  slight- 
ly below  normal  Regionwide  during  December 
and  January  but  colder  than  normal  in  Febru- 


ary. Despite  the  low  overall  averages, 
no  major  recording  stations  went  be- 
low 0°  F during  the  period,  with  the 
following  low  temperatures  record- 
ed: Louisville  7°  F on  3 January; 
Memphis  9°  F on  8 January; 
Knoxville  8°  F on  9 January; 
Nashville  8°  F on  10  January;  and 
Lexington  2°  F on  31  January.  Pre- 
cipitation was  variable  during  De- 
cember, with  the  driest  conditions 
across  the  central  portion  of  the  Re- 
gion but  normal  precipitation  in  the 
west  and  above-normal  precipitation  in  the 
east.  During  January  and  February,  western 
and  southern  portions  of  the  Region  experi- 
enced precipitation  well  below  normal,  with 
northern  and  eastern  portions  only  slightly  be- 
low normal.  There  was  little  snowfall  during 
the  period  in  Kentucky,  although  eastern  Ken- 
tucky received  up  to  30  cm  (one  foot)  of  snow 
18-19  December,  much  of  the  southern  half  of 
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state  received  up  to  20  cm  29-30  January,  and 
most  of  the  state  received  significant  snowfall 
9-10  February,  with  up  to  15  cm  across  north- 
ern Kentucky.  In  Tennessee,  Memphis  re- 
ceived 13  cm  of  snow  8 February,  and  the  east- 
ern portion  of  the  state  experienced  its 
snowiest  winter  in  years,  with  some  mountain 
areas  receiving  well  over  250  cm,  resulting  in 
scarcity  of  many  bird  species  in  those  areas. 

Rarity  highlights  included  Barrow’s  Gold- 
eneye, Pacific  Loon,  Yellow-billed  Loon, 
Western  Grebe,  Little  Gull,  California  Gull, 
Great  Black-backed  Gull,  Audubon’s  Warbler, 
Harris’s  Sparrow,  and  Smith’s  Longspur.  Also 
reported  were  lingering  Blue-headed  and 
White-eyed  Vireo,  Dickcissel,  and  Summer 
Tanager.  Most  natural  and  ornamental  food 
crops  were  scarce,  resulting  in  low  numbers 
of  berry,  cone  seed,  and  mast  eaters.  The  pres- 
ence of  irruptive  boreal  species  was  notably 
poor,  with  Purple  Finches  present  in  modest 
numbers  and  Pine  Siskins  nearly  absent. 
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Barrow's  Goldeneye,  unverified  in  the  Tennessee  & Kentucky 
region  before  winter  2009-2010,  was  reported  twice  this 
season.  The  first  was  a female  seen  above  the  dam  on  Ken- 
tucky Lake,  Marshall  County,  Kentucky  11  December.  Another 
female,  shown  here,  was  in  a flock  of  Common  Goldeneyes  at 
the  Big  Sandy  Unit  of  Tennessee  National  Wildlife  Refuge  in 
Benton  County  26  (here)  and  28  December,  potentially  a first 
for  Tennessee.  Photograph  by  Jeff  R.  Wilson. 


Pacific  Loons  have  become  annual  in  the  western  portion  of 
the  Tennessee  & Kentucky  region  during  the  past  two 
decades;  this  adult  was  present  on  Kentucky  Lake,  Marshall 
County,  Kentucky  16-19  (here  18)  December  2009.  Photo- 
graph by  Eddie  Huber. 


Abbreviations:  Ballard  W.M.A.  (Ballard,  KY); 
Barren  River  L.  (Alicn/Banvn,  KY);  Big  Sandy 
(Big  Sandy  Unit,  Tennessee  NWR,  Henry,  TN, 
including  Pace  Pt.  and  the  waters  visible  from 
Trailer  Rcl.,  Port  Rd.,  and  other  viewpoints 
across  the  bay,  but  not  including  Britton  Ford); 
Black  Bayou  (Black  Bayou  W.M.A.,  Lake,  TN); 
Cove  Lake  (Cove  Lake  S.P.,  Campbell,  TN);  En- 
sley  (Ensley  Bottoms,  including  the  EARTH 
Complex,  in  sw.  Shelby,  TN);  Falls  of  the  Ohio 


(Jefferson,  KY);  Kentucky  Dam 
(Livingston/Marshall,  KY);  Sauerheber  (Sauer- 
heber  Unit  Sloughs  W.M.A.,  Henderson,  KY). 

GEESE  THROUGH  HERONS 

Greater  White-fronted  Geese  were  not  as  nu- 
merous as  during  recent  winters;  peak  counts 
at  traditional  wintering  areas  included  a few 
thousand  at  the  Long  Point  Unit,  Reelfoot 
N.W.R.,  Fulton,  KY  10  Dec  (DR);  1000  at  Bal- 
lard W.M.A.  21-22  Dec  (BPa  et  ah;  PH);  2000 
at  Black  Bayou  25  Jan  (MT);  and  2000  at 
Sauerheber  several  times  during  the  season 
(CC).  One  at  Radnor  Lake  State  Natural  Area, 
Nashville,  TN  20  Dec  (SB)  was  rare  for  middle 
Tennessee.  There  were  relatively  few  reports  of 
Ross’s  Geese  during  the  season;  Kentucky's 
high  count  was  of  about  20  at  Long  Point  Unit. 
Reelfoot  N.W.R.,  Fulton,  11  Dec  (DR).  In  Ten- 
nessee, 82  at  Lauderdale  Waterfowl  Refuge, 
Lauderdale  5 Dec  QRW)  was  an  unusually  high 
count.  Unusually  low  numbers  of  Snow  Geese 
were  present  in  the  far  w.  portion  of  the  Re- 
gion. Cackling  Goose  numbers  were  average, 
with  one  to  23  reported  at  eight  Kentucky  and 
three  Tennessee  locales  during  the  season. 
Most  were  in  the  w.  portion  of  the  Region,  but 
2 on  the  Hiwassee  C.B.C.  1 Jan  (WH)  were 
rare  for  e.  Tennessee  and  furnished  only  the 
second  record  for  that  count.  Up  to  80  Tundra 
Swans  were  reported  in  the  wintering  flock  in 
w.  Henderson,  KY  during  the  season  (TY);  the 
only  other  reports  were  of  one  in  Pulaski,  KY  1 
Jan  (ph.  JKi,  GC,  L&TM) 
and  2 in  Madison,  KY  31  Jan 
(AN).  Reports  of  Trumpeter 
Swans  from  introduction  ef- 
forts in  the  Great  Lakes 
states  have  become  annual 
in  Kentucky.  Three  imm. 
Trumpeters  were  at  the 
Phillippy  Pits,  Lake,  TN  24 
Jan-t  (ph.  NaM,  m.ob.);  an- 
other imm.  was  at  Graham 
L.,  Madison,  TN  approxi- 
mately 1 Feb-t-  (C&EB,  ph. 
MT,  m.ob.). 

Dabbling  ducks  were 
present  in  below-average  to 
average  numbers.  The  only 
exceptional  counts  includ- 
ed ca.  13,000  Northern  Pintails  at  Lake  No.  9, 
Fulton,  KY  25  Feb  (SGS);  at  least  590  Ameri- 
can Wigeons  at  Sauerheber  18  Jan  (BPa,  EHu, 
CC);  and  400  Gadwalls  on  Cave  Run  L., 
Bath/Rowan,  KY  1 Dec  OBi).  A male  North- 
ern Pintail  x Mallard  at  Sauerheber  18  Jan 
(BPa,  EHu,  CC)  was  the  3rd  such  hybrid  (per- 
haps the  same  individual?)  reported  there  in 
the  past  decade.  A Blue-winged  Teal  on  Bar- 
ren River  L.,  KY  4 Jan  (DR,  LC)  and  5 winter- 


ing in  Washington,  TN  (RK,  DMi,  m.ob.)  were 
rare  for  the  season. 

Diving  duck  numbers  were  also  not  espe- 
cially impressive,  with  the  following  high 
counts:  at  least  1000  Canvasbacks  on  L. 
Barkley,  Lyon,  KY  23  Jan  (BY,  MY,  EHu);  228 
Redheads  at  Cove  L.  22  Feb  (NeM);  4435 
Ring-necked  Ducks  at  Ballard  W.M.A.,  with 
3200  more  at  Swan  Lake  W.M.A.,  Ballard,  KY, 
both  22  Dec  (PH);  214  Greater  Scaup  at  T'VA 
L.,  Shelby,  TN  21  Dec  QRW);  500  Greater 
Scaup  at  Paris  Landing  S.P.,  Hemy,  TN  28  Dec 
(MT);  “thousands”  of  Common  Goldeneyes 
on  Kentucky  L.,  Marshall,  KY  15  Jan  (DR); 
and  170  Canvasbacks  at  Nickajack  L.,  Marion, 

TN  during  the  Nickajack  C.B.C.  26  Dec  (fide 
KAC) — an  exceptionally  high  number  for  e. 
Tennessee.  A female  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  was 
reported  on  Kentucky  L.  above  the  dam  11 
Dec  (p.a.,  tDR);  another  was  at  Britton  Ford, 
Tennessee  N.W.R.,  Benton,  TN  26  & 28  Dec 
(p.a.,  ph.  JRW;  MT),  potentially  the  hrst  for 
Tennessee.  There  were  three  reports  of  Black 
Scoter,  all  from  Kentucky;  2 on  L.  Cumber- 
land, Russell  11  Dec  (RD);  one  on  the  Ohio  R. 
above  Smithland  Dam,  Livingston  17  Dec  and 
5 Jan  (DR);  and  2 on  Kentucky  L.,  Marshall 
17  Dec  (DR).  The  only  Kentucky  White- 
winged Scoter  reported  was  one  on  the  Ohio 
R.  at  Louisville  27  Feb-t  (TB,  BBC).  In  Ten- 
nessee, one  was  at  John  Sevier  L.,  Hawkins  14 
Feb  (SH),  2 females  were  in  Marion  20  Feb 
(TR,  LW),  and  a male  and  female  were  at  ' 
Reelfoot  L.,  Lake/Obion  19  Jan  QRW,  MG,  ' 
GK).  There  were  two  Kentucky  reports  of  | 
Surf  Scoter;  2 on  the  Ohio  R.  above  Smithland  i 
Dam,  Livingston  17  Dec  (DR),  and  2 on  the 
Ohio  R.  above  Meldahl  Dam,  Bracken  14  Feb 
QFr,  ph.  SSa).  In  Tennessee,  singles  were  at 
Robco  L.,  Shelby  21  Dec  (JRW)  and  Paris 
Landing  S.P.,  Heiuy  28  Dec  (MT),  2 imms./  j 
females  were  at  L.  Breckenridge,  Cumberland 
5 Dec  (ph.  DJS,  JM),  and  a male  and  female  ' 
were  at  J.  Percy  Priest  L.,  Davidson  11  Feb 
(SGS,  ES).  Single  Long-tailed  Ducks  were 
present  on  Kentucky  L.  above  the  dam  and  on 
L.  Barkley,  Lyon,  KY  11  Dec-26  Jan  (m.  ob.);  ^ 

also  reported  in  Kentucky  were  2 on  the  Ohio 
R.,  Gallatin  4 Jan  (ph.  EHu)  and  one  on  Free- 
man L.,  Hardin  21  Jan  (RHe  et  ah).  Long-  j 
tailed  Ducks  were  reported  in  higher  numbers  ' 
than  usual  in  Tennessee,  with  singles  on 
Reelfoot  L.,  Lake  5 Dec  (MWe,  JN,JRW)  and 
South  Holston  R.,  Sullivan  26  Dec-1  Jan  (WC  i| 
et  ah);  2 on  J.  Percy  Priest  L.,  Davidson  21 
Feb-t  (SB,  m.ob.);  and  one  to  2 at  Big  Sandy  j| 
30  Dec-1  Jan  (MT,  JRW).  Up  to  38  Common  I 

Mergansers  (peak  count  27  Jan  [BY,  MYj)  i 

were  present  at  their  traditional  wintering  lo-  1 
cale  on  Honker  Bay,  L.  Barkley,  Lyon,  KY  dur-  i 
ing  the  season.  In  Tennessee,  a few  are  found 


-e 


Although  still  considered  vagrants  to  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  Western  Grebes  are 
now  detected  annually  in  this  region.  These  two  were  at  Lake  Tansi,  Cumberland 
County,  Tennessee  1 2 December  2009.  Photograph  by  D.  J.  Stanley. 
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In  the  2000s,  California  Gull  has  become  an  annua!  visitor  to  the  Tennessee  & Ken- 
tucky region.  This  adult  bird  was  present  in  the  vicinity  of  Kentucky  Dam,  Liv- 
ingston/Marshall Counties,  Kentucky  19  January  through  26  February  (here)  2010. 

Photograph  by  Eddie  Huber. 


This  apparent  Common  Nighthawk  was  photographed  at  Louisville,  Kentucky  1 December 
2009;  it  represents  a new  late  departure  date  for  the  state.  Photograph  by  Ryan  Ankeny. 


each  year  near  Big  Sandy,  and  this  year  was  no 
exception,  with  a female  there  28  Dec  QRW) 
and  5 there  11  Jan  (MT).  Much  more  unusu- 
al were  three  different  reports  from  e.  Ten- 
nessee: one  to  2 females  at  John  Sevier  L., 
Hawkins  8-11  Jan  (SH),  9 at  Woods  Res., 
Franklin  28  Jan  (TW),  and  3 males  at  Cove  L. 
7 Feb  (NeM). 

Four  species  of  loon  were  present  at  Big 
Sandy  27  Dec,  including  a Pacihc,  a Red- 
throated,  and  a Yellow-billed  Loon  (ph. 
JRW);  the  same  or  another  Pacific  was  still 
present  31  Dec  (MT).  Elsewhere,  single  Pa- 
cific Loons  were  on  Kentucky  L.,  Marshall, 
KY  16-19  Dec  (vt.  DR,  HC,  ph.  EHu,  et  al.); 
on  Pickwick  L.,  Hardin,  TN  25  Dec  O^W); 
and  at  Booker  T.  Washington  S.P.,  Hamilton, 
TN  13  Feb  (DJ  et  al).  Single  Red-throateds 
were  also  reported  from  Reelfoot  L., 
Lake/Obion,  TN  5 Dec  QRW),  from  Pickwick 
L.,  Hardin,  TN  25  Dec  O^W),  and  from  Big 
Sandy  31  Dec  (MT).  Two  Western  Grebes 
were  at  L.  Tansi,  Cumberland,  TN  12  Dec  QS, 
DJS,  ph.  EL  et  al.),  and  one  was  at  Center  Hill 
L,  DeKalb,  TN  27  Jan  (MH.  JEu,  CW).  Two 
Red-necked  Grebes  were  at  Big  Sandy  27 
Dec-2  Jan  QRW  MT).  One  to  2 Eared  Grebes 
were  at  Big  Sandy  31  Dec-28  Jan  ORW  MT); 
one  at  Paris  Landing  S.P,  Hcniy,  TN  31  Jan 
QRW)  could  have  been  one  of  the  same  birds. 
Single  Eared  Grebes  were  also  at  Booker  T. 
Washington  S.P.,  Hatnilton,  TN  20  Feb  (GB, 
DJ)  and  on  J.  Percy  Priest  L.,  Davidson,  TN 
10-24  Feb  (TW,  m.ob.),  and  up  to  3 were  at 
their  regular  winter  spot  on  South  Holston  L. 
through  Jan  (RK,  m.ob.). 

A Great  Egret  at  Honker  L.,  Land  Between 
the  Lakes  National  Recreation  Area,  KY  10  Dec 
(DR)  was  quite  tardy.  As  has  been  the  norm  in 
recent  years  in  Tennessee,  a few  Great  Egrets 
appear  to  have  overwintered:  singles  were 
found  at  TVA  L.,  Shelby  21  Dec  QRW)  and  on 
the  Hiwassee  C.B.C.  1 Jan  (KAC),  and  2 were 
at  Brainerd  Levee,  Hamilton  18  Eeb  (DCh).  A 
Green  Heron,  also  rare  in  winter,  was  at  Brook- 
meade  Park,  Cumberland  River  Greenway, 
Davidson,  TN  20  Dec  (DT,  ph.  TF).  An  Ameri- 
can Bittern  on  the  Hiwassee  C.B.C.  1 Jan  (LW, 
SSc)  was  that  count’s  2nd  ever. 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  TERNS 

There  were  very  few  reports  of  Rough-legged 
Hawk  during  the  season,  with  singles  report- 
ed from  six  Kentucky  locales;  the  only  one  re- 
ported in  Tennessee  was  a light  morph  at  Ft. 
Campbell,  Montgomeiy  7 Jan  (DMo).  One  to  3 
Golden  Eagles  were  found  at  six  Kentucky  lo- 
cales, including  two  reports  from  the  far  e. 
portion  of  the  state  along  the  Floyd/Pike  line 
and  in  Bell  (CL  et  al);  singles  were  found  at 
three  Tennessee  locations  15-26  Dec.  A fe- 


male Northern  Goshawk 
was  seen  in  Henry,  TN  5 Jan 
(tMT).  Other  than  local 
nesting  pairs,  one  to  2 Pere- 
grine Falcons  were  seen  at 
what  have  now  become 
somewhat  regular  wintering 
locales  at  L.  Barkley,  Trigg, 

KY;  Kentucky  L.  (m.ob.), 

Marshall,  KY  (BL);  Ken- 
tucky Dam  (HC,  EHu,  BPa); 
and  Meldahl  Dam,  Bracken, 

KY  (LM).  Only  2 were  re- 
ported in  Tennessee:  one  at 
a now-regular  winter  loca- 
tion in  Washington  through 
the  season  (m.ob.),  and  one 
along  the  Tennessee  R., 

Hamilton  18  Dec  (KAC). 

Single  Merlins  were  report- 
ed at  nine  Kentucky  and 
seven  Tennessee  locales  6 
Dec-28  Eeb;  in  addition,  2 
were  at  J.  Percy  Priest  L., 

Davidson,  TN  28  Jan  (SGS). 

The  only  Kentucky  Vir- 
ginia Rail  was  a single  bird 
heard  calling  near  Drakes- 
boro,  Muhlenberg  2 & 23  Jan 
(BPa).  In  Tennessee,  Virginia 
Rails  were  at  Standifer  Gap 
Marsh,  Hamilton  through  the 
season,  with  a high  of  4 on 
19  Dec  (DPa).  In  addition,  singles  were  at 
Fordtown  Marsh,  Sullivan  3 Jan  (TM,  RB)  and 
Meadowview  Marsh,  Sullivan  17  Jan  (RK),  and 
2 were  at  Shady  Valley,  Jolnison  1 Jan  (RC,  JS). 
One  responding  to  a tape  in  Fentress/Morgan, 
TN  29  Dec  (EL)  furnished  the  first  winter 
record  for  the  Upper  Cumberland  region. 
Southbound  flocks  of  Sandhill  Cranes  contin- 
ued through  late  Dec  and  included  the  follow- 
ing reports  of  interest:  1000  over  Bridgeport, 
Franklin,  KY  10  Dec  OBr);  2000+  in  a number 
of  flocks  over  w.  Meade  29  Dec  (BPa,  BW  et  al); 


and  3 southbound  migrants  e.  of  Shelbyville, 
Shelby  9 Jan  (KH). 

Tardy  shorebirds  included  small  groups  of 
Greater  Yellowlegs  at  Sauerheber  1 Dec  (CC) 
and  in  w.  Fulton,  KY  5 (HC,  ME)  & 10  Dec 
(DR),  as  well  as  a Lesser  Yellowlegs  at  Black 
Bayou  18  Dec  (ph.  MT).  A Greater  Yel- 
lowlegs near  Open  Pond,  Fulton,  KY  18  Jan 
(HC,  ME)  was  quite  unusual  for  midwinter. 
A Lesser  Yellowlegs  along  Mt. 
Vernon-Uniontown  Rd.,  Union,  KY  26  Eeb 
(CC)  was  the  earliest  returning  bird  to  be  re- 


ft As  the  Sandhill  Crane  population  has  increased  over  the  past  few  decades,  numbers  of  migrant  birds  through  the  Re- 
. U .gion  have  increased  dramatically.  In  addition,  beginning  in  the  1980s,  a large  wintering  flock  became  established  at 
Hiwassee  Refuge,  Meigs/Rhea,  TN.  That  population  has  numbered  as  many  as  16,000  during  recent  years,  but  an  1 1 Jan  2010 
count  of 48,000+  birds  by  Rob  Kiippel  with  the  Tennessee  Wildlife  Resources  Agency  certainly  represented  a new  benchmark 
in  the  Region. 

Also  during  early  2010,  large  late-winter  aggregations  were  established  in  Kentucky  for  the  first  time,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Barren  River  L,  the  following  high  counts  were  reported  during  the  season:  at  least  5000  on  29  Dec  (DR);  12,000  on  21  Jan 
(WT);  at  least  15,000  on  14  Feb  (DR,  TD);  18,000-20,000  on  15  Feb  (DR),  but  only  5000  on  19  Feb  (WT  et  al.);  and  500  on  20 
Feb  (WT  et  al.).  Another  staging  area  has  developed  near  Cecilia,  w.  Hardin,  KY  during  the  past  several  years.  Only  16  birds 
were  present  at  this  site  18  Dec  (BPa,  EHu),  but  at  least  105  were  counted  there  21  Jan  (BPa),  and  numbers  quickly  rose  to 
about  3500  by  26  Jan  (BPa,  KH),  with  peak  counts  of  6000  there  29  Jan  (EHa),  6725  there  9 Feb  (EHa),  and  7100  there  1 Mar 
(EHa).  Of  course,  accompanying  these  large  numbers  of  Sandhills  have  been  small  numbers  of  the  experimental  flock  of 
Whooping  Cranes,  which  are  now  being  encountered  on  a somewhat  regular  basis. 


VOLUME  64  (2010) 


NUMBER  2 


269 


TENNESSEE  & KENTUCKY 


Very  few  wintering  Gray  Catbirds  have  been  documented  in  Kentucky.  This 
bird  was  present  in  rural  Jessamine  County  from  mid-January  through  Feb- 
ruary (here  14  February)  2010.  Photograph  by  Albert  Westerman. 


This  immature  Harris's  Sparrow  was  the  first  to  be  found  in  Kentucky  in  sev- 
eral years.  It  was  present  in  a yard  outside  of  Crestwood,  Oldham  County  1- 

31  (here  29)  January  2010.  Photograph  by  John  Callahan. 


As  late  as  the  mid-1980s,  Smith's  Longspur  was  still  an  annual  visitor  in  small 
numbers  to  southwestern  Tennessee.  Since  then,  possibly  due  to  a decline  in 
availability  of  its  preferred  fields  olAristida  grass.  Smith's  have  been  very  rare 
in  Tennessee.  This  individual  was  one  of  three  present  at  fort  Campbell,  Mont- 
gomery County  17-20  (here  17)  February  2010.  Photograph  by  Daniel  Moss. 


ported.  Perhaps  the  same  Spotted  Sandpiper 
was  seen  at  two  locations  a few  miles  apart 
on  L.  Barkley,  Lyon.  KY  19  Dec  (ph.  BL,  PL) 
and  25  Jan  (BPa,  EHu).  A remarkable  num- 
ber of  Spotted  Sandpipers  was  reported  in 
Tennessee.  One  in  Kingsport  through  the 
season  (RK,  m.ob.)  was  present  for  the  5th 
consecutive  winter.  Elsewhere,  singles  were 
at  Upper  Douglas  L.,  Cocke  23  Dec  (MSI),  in 


Hawkins  18  Jan  (DMi),  at  Booker 
T.  Washington  S.E,  Hamilton  20 
Feb  (GB,  DJ),  and  at  Ensley  27 
Feb  O^W).  As  is  the  norm,’  a 
small  flock  of  Least  Sandpipers 
spent  most  of  the  winter  on  the 
Blood  R.  embayment  of  Kentucky 
L.,  Calloway,  KY  (HC  et  ah);  also 
reported  were  one  at  Sauerheber 
18  Jan  (BPa,  EHu,  CC)  and  2 on 
L.  Barkley,  Lyon  4 Feb  (DR).  A few 
Dunlins  probably  wintered  at 
Sauerheber,  where  14  birds  were 
noted  21  Dec  (CC),  and  a few  lin- 
gered into  Jan,  with  2 still  there 
18  Jan  (BPa,  EHu,  CC);  one  was 
at  Big  Sandy  11  Jan  (MX). 

An  ad.  Little  Gull  was  present 
on  Honker  Bay,  L.  Barkley,  Lyon. 
KY  23-24  Jan  (ph.  BY,  MY,  EHu, 
AH).  The  ad.  Little  Gull  hrst 
found  at  Reelfoot  L.,  Obion,  TN  21 
Nov  remained  through  13  Dec 
(ph.  JRW,  NaM).  A Laughing  Gull 
was  at  Big  Sandy  1 Jan  QRW).  The 
peak  tally  of  Ring-billed  Gull  was 
ca.  30,000  on  Kentucky  L.,  Mar- 
shall. KY  15  Jan  (DR).  At  least  3 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  were 
present  off  and  on  during  the  peri- 
od in  the  vicinities  of  both  Barkley 
Dam  and  Kentucky  Dam.  An  ad. 
was  at  Pickwick  Dam,  Hardin,  TN 

5 Feb  QRW).  At  least  4 Thayers 
Gulls  were  present  during  the  pe- 
riod in  the  vicinities  of  both 
Barkley  Dam  and  Kentucky  Dam; 
2 were  reported  at  Big  Sandy  27 
Dec  (JRW).  A hrst-cycle  Glaucous 
Gull  at  Reelfoot  L.,  Obion,  TN  13 
Dec  (JRW,  NaM)  was  the  only  one 
reported.  An  ad.  California  Gull 
was  present  at  Kentucky  Dam  19 

6 23  Jan  and  26  Feb  (ph.  BPa,  ph. 
EHu  et  al),  with  presumably  the 
same  bird  nearby  on  L.  Barkley, 
Lyon.  KY  26  Jan  (BPa,  EHu).  At 
least  3 Great  Black-backed  Gulls 
were  found:  a first-cycle  at 
Reelfoot  L.,  Lake/Obion,  TN  31 
Dec  (JRW,  NaM);  a first-cycle  at 
Smithland  Dam,  Livingston,  KY  14 

Jan  (tTD),  with  another  or  the  same  on  Ken- 
tucky L.  above  the  dam  26  Feb  (tBPa,  EHu, 
HC);  and  a third-cycle  at  Kentucky  Dam  2-4 
Feb  (vt.  DR).  A Forster’s  Tern  on  Kentucky  L. 
above  tbe  dam  13  Dec  (BPa,  EHu,  MM)  was 
tbe  only  one  reported  away  from  the  Blood  R. 
embayment  of  Kentucky  L.,  Calloway,  KY, 
where  up  to  26  were  seen  during  Dec  (HC). 


OWLS  THROUGH  SISKINS 

Three  Kentucky  reports  of  Barn  Owl  included 
one  of  a fledgling  (one  of  2;  the  other  found 
dead)  that  was  rescued  after  falling  from  a nest 
e.  of  Georgetown,  Scott,  on  the  remarkable 
date  of  4 Jan  (MFi,  L&EH,/icie  EWr).  Short- 
eared  Owls  were  relatively  scarce  this  winter, 
with  only  one  to  4 reported  at  four  locales  in 
Hopkins,  Muhlenberg,  and  Ohio,  KY  and  four 
locales  in  Montgomery,  Dyer,  and  Lake,  TN. 
Two  Long-eared  Owls  in  Muhlenberg,  KY  and 
one  at  Moss  Island  W.M.A.,  Dyer,  TN  19  Feb 
(BPu)  were  the  only  ones  reported.  Northern 
Saw- whet  Owls  in  Sequatchie,  TN  15  Dec-t 
(CB),  on  the  Nickajack  Lake  C.B.C.,  Marion, 
TN  26  Dec  (CB),  and  at  Central  Kentucky 
W.M.A.,  Madison,  KY  22  Feb  (AN)  were  the 
only  ones  reported.  Numbers  of  winter  hum- 
mingbirds were  low  again  this  season,  as  ex- 
pected following  the  fall  season.  Two  Rufous 
Hummingbirds  were  found  in  Kentucky,  in- 
cluding an  ad.  male  at  Elizabethtown,  Hardin 
early  Dec-4  Jan  (CGr,  BPa)  that  had  previous- 
ly been  banded  in  Louisiana  in  Feb  2008  (fide 
DPn),  In  Tennessee,  3 Rufous  Hummingbirds 
(including  2 in  the  same  Signal  Mountain 
yard)  were  reported,  in  addition  to  an  uniden- 
tified Selasphorus  hummingbird.  A Common 
Nighthawk  over  the  Louisville  landfill  1 Dec 
(ph.  RA)  represented  a new  late  departure  date 
for  Kentucky  and  a very  rare  Dec  record  for 
the  latitude  anywhere  in  North  America.  Red- 
headed Woodpeckers  were  very  scarce  during 
the  winter  across  the  Region. 

A White-eyed  Vireo  below  Wolf  Creek  Dam, 
Russell,  KY  11  Dec  (RD)  represented  only  a 4th 
Dec  record  for  the  state.  Also  rare  in  winter. 
Blue-headed  Vireos  were  reported  in  Fayette, 
TN  18  Dec  (MWa,  SM)  and  White,  TN  21  Dec 
(EL,  SGS)  A Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  at  Lake 
Tansi,  Cumberland,  TN  23  Dec  (MH,  ph.  CW, 
DD)  marked  the  first  winter  record  for  the  Up- 
per Cumberland  region.  Two  Tree  Swallows 
near  Mark,  Pulaski,  KY  21  Feb  (CN)  were 
quite  early  for  Kentucky.  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  were  generally  present  only  in 
small  numbers  Regionwide.  There  were  four 
reports  of  House  Wren  in  Kentucky,  including 
2 that  were  found  about  a mile  apart  at  the 
Green  River  W.M.A.,  Adair  23  Dec  (BPa,  EHu, 
Sy  DPe)  and  one  below  Barkley  Dam,  Lyon  16 
Jan  (BL).  The  only  reports  of  Sedge  Wren  were 
of  one  heard  calling  in  s.  Ohio,  KY  16  Dec 
(BPa)  and  2 at  Ft.  Campbell,  Montgomery,  TN 
7 Jan  (DMo).  Single  Marsh  Wrens  were  detect- 
ed in  se.  Muhlenberg,  KY  on  three  occasions  2 
Jan-12  Feb  (BPa),  at  Standifer  Gap  Marsh, 
Hanhlton,  TN  19  Dec  (DPa),  and  in  Shady  Val- 
ley, Johnson,  TN  1 Jan  (RC,  JS);  in  addition, 
one  to  2 were  at  Wal-Mart  Distribution  Center, 
Greene,  TN  12  & 26  Dec  (DMi). 
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The  Wood  Thrush  at  City  L.,  Putnam,  TN 
remained  through  at  least  17  Dec  (ph.  BS,  ph. 
SJS).  Two  Gray  Catbirds  were  found  in  Ken- 
tucky: one  in  Warren  21  Dec  (DR,  DB)  and  one 
in  Jessamine  6 Feb-late  Mar  (DW,  ph.  AW); 
the  latter  represented  one  of  only  a few  mid- 
winter reports  from  Kentucky  ever  to  be  well 
documented.  Four  Gray  Catbirds  were  report- 
ed in  Tennessee:  in  Hohenwald,  Lewis  5 Dec 
(BPu);  on  the  Nickajack  Lake  C.B.C.,  Marion 
26  Dec  (fide  KAC);  at  Bristol,  Sullivan  27  Dec 
(RK);  and  in  Hamilton  18  Feb  (DCh,  RJH). 
Relatively  scarce  natural  and  ornamental  food 
supplies  limited  the  number  of  wintering 
Cedar  Waxwings  this  year,  with  numbers  be- 
tween 2 and  107  recorded  on  15  Kentucky 
C.B.C.s;  a few  flocks  reappeared  during  late 
winter,  including  1000  at  Glasgow,  Bairen,  KY 
26  Feb  (LC).  Two  Orange-crowned  Warblers 
were  found  in  Kentucky,  where  they  are  quite 
rare  during  winter:  one  in  s.  Logan  30  Dec 
(tMB)  and  one  in  s.  Jefferson  31  Jan  (tMA).  In 
Tennessee,  where  they  are  somewhat  less  rare, 
4 were  reported:  on  the  Chattanooga  C.B.C. 
19  Dec  (RJH,  DJ),  in  Nashville  23  Jan  (FF),  at 
Nickajack  L.,  Marion  7 Feb  (TR),  and  at  Cove 
Lake  26  Feb  (CGo).  An  Audubon’s  Warbler  in 
Knoxville,  Knox,  TN  22  & 25  Jan  (KDE) 
added  to  the  small  number  of  records  for  the 
Region.  Pine  Warblers  were  relatively  scarce  in 
Kentucky  during  the  season.  Numbers  of 
Palm  Warblers  were  well  below  recent  winter 
numbers  across  the  Region,  with  fewer  than  a 
dozen  reports  from  four  Tennessee  and  four 
Kentucky  locations.  Three  Common  Yel- 
lowthroats  were  detected:  at  Ballard  W.M.A. 
21  Dec  (tHC,  BL);  on  the  Cades  Cove  C.B.C. , 
Blount,  TN  27  Dec  (fide  RK);  and  in  Muhlen- 
berg, KY2Jan  (tBPa). 

Only  4 American  Tree  Sparrows  were  report- 
ed in  Tennessee,  all  from  the  e.  portion  of  the 
state:  singles  in  Bledsoe  1 Jan  (DV),  in  Sullivan 
7 Feb  (MSa),  in  Hawkins  13  Feb  (SH),  and  at 
Bridgestone-Firestone  Centennial  Wilderness 
Area,  White  19  Feb  (ph.  EL).  “Hundreds”  of  Sa- 
vannah Sparrows  were  forced  to  roadsides  by 
snow  cover  in  Livingston,  KY  1 Feb  (DR)  and  in 
Barren,  KY  10  Feb  (DR,  TD).  Chipping  Spar- 
rows were  present  in  above-average  numbers  in 
se.  Tennessee.  'Vesper  Sparrows  are  rare  in  the 
Region  during  midwinter,  but  this  season  saw 
an  unusually  high  number  reported.  In  Ken- 
tucky, a group  of  4 was  in  Livingston,  KY  9 Jan 
(ph.  DR),  with  one  still  there  1 Feb  (ph.  DR).  In 
Tennessee,  a remarkable  18  individuals  were  re- 
ported, as  follows:  4 on  the  Reelfoot  L.  C.B.C., 
Lake  19  Dec  (ph.  MT);  7 at  Bogota  W.M.A., 
Dyer  31  Dec  ORW);  2 on  the  Hiwassee  C.B.C., 
Meigs  1 Jan  (CB);  one  in  Sullivan  4 Jan  (RK); 
one  in  Hawkins  18  Jan  (RP);  2 at  a different  site 
in  Hawkins  2 Feb  (WC);  and  one  in  Washi?ig£on 
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Orioles  are  very  rare  in  winter  in  the  Tennessee  & Kentucky  region.  This  fe- 
male Baltimore  Oriole  was  photographed  at  a yard  in  Memphis,  Tennessee 
15  February  2010  during  the  Great  Backyard  Bird  Count.  Another  very  simi- 
lar individual  was  photographed  in  nearby  Fentress  County  9 January.  Pho- 
tograph by  Eric  Wilson. 


21  Feb  (RK).  One  to  2 Le  Conte’s 
Sparrows  were  found  at  three  w. 

Kentucky  locales  during  the  season; 
in  Tennessee,  singles  were  found  in 
Lake,  TN  19  Dec  (fide  MG)  and  at 
Bogota  W.M.A. , Dyer  31  Dec  QRW). 

An  imm.  Harris’s  Sparrow  was  pres- 
ent in  a yard  outside  Crestwood, 

Oldham,  KY  3-30  Jan  (ph.  JC, 
m.ob.).  A Lincoln’s  Sparrow  at  a 
feeding  station  at  St.  Matthews,  Jef- 
ferson, KY  9 Jan  (ph.  MFa)  was  an 
exceptional  winter  find  for  Ken- 
tucky. Peak  counts  of  Lapland 
Longspurs  were  relatively  modest, 
with  a high  of  1000  in  n.  Union,  KY 
2 Jan  (DCo).  Four  in  Was/iington  4 
Dec  and  10  Jan  (RK)  were  rare  for  e. 

Tennessee.  Smith’s  Longspurs  were 
formerly  annual  in  far  w.  Tennessee  but  are  now 
vagrants  to  the  Region,  so  3 at  Ft.  Campbell, 
Montgomeiy,  TN  17-20  Feb  (vt.  DMo,  m.ob.) 
were  remarkable.  Despite  the  cold  snap  of  late 
Jan  and  Feb,  Snow  Buntings  were  found  in 
Kentucky  on  only  three  occasions:  at  least  8 in 
Franklin  26  Jan  Obf);  30-40  in  Lewis  27  Jan 
QBr);  and  one  in  Jefferson  12-13  Feb  QBe,  PB  et 
al). 

A female  Summer  Tanager  that  came  to  a 
suet  feeder  in  a yard  at  Frankfort,  Franklin, 
KY  19  Dec-4  Jan  (ph.  MSc)  represented  a hrst 
winter  record  for  the  state;  another  was  at 
Clarksville,  Montgomery,  TN  31  Dec-25  Jan 
(ph.  NH).  Single  Indigo  Buntings  were  re- 
ported at  Anchorage,  Jefferson,  KY  1 Jan-9 
Feb  (tJBe,  PB  et  al.),  near  Cadiz,  Trigg,  KY  28 
Jan+  (WG,  ph.  JG),  Fayette,  TN  28  Jan  QA), 
and  in  Dekalb,  TN  14  Feb  (ph.  MH).  Dickcis- 
sels  are  casual  during  winter  in  the  Region,  so 
singles  below  Wolf  Creek  Dam,  Russell,  KY  14 
Dec  (tRD)  and  at  a feeder  in  Hamilton,  TN  23 
Feb  (ph.  JP,  DJ)  were  noteworthy.  A Western 
Meadowlark  near  Beckton,  Barren,  KY  22  Jan 
(vt.  DR,  WT)  was  a county  first;  typically 
small  numbers  were  reported  from  Tennessee 
in  Lake  and  Shelby.  Rusty  Blackbirds  were  rel- 
atively widespread  in  small  numbers  across 
the  w.  two-thirds  of  Kentucky  but  were  found 
less  frequently  in  Tennessee.  Birds  were  cap- 
tured and  blood/feather  samples  were  taken  at 
two  Kentucky  locales  in  Muhlenberg  and  Jef- 
ferson (KH  et  al.).  It  is  hoped  that  analysis  of 
the  results  may  shed  some  light  on  the  rea- 
sons for  the  species’  decline.  A few  Brewer’s 
Blackbirds  were  reported,  mostly  across  the  w. 
portion  of  the  Region;  a wintering  flock  of  up 
to  80-100  birds  in  e.  Grayson,  KY  28  Dec-r 
(SK,  JKt,  et  al.)  was  quite  noteworthy  for  cen. 
Kentucky.  One  at  Bridgestone-Firestone  Cen- 
tennial Wilderness  Area,  White,  TN  19  Feb 
(ph.  EL)  was  noteworthy  for  the  upper  Cum- 


berland region.  An  ad.  male  Baltimore  Oriole 
was  reported  in  a yard  at  Lyndon,  Jefferson, 
KY  19  Dec  (tPM);  single  females  were  at  Oak- 
land, Fayette,  TN  9 Jan  (ph.  TG)  and  Mem- 
phis, Shelby,  TN  15  Eeb  (ph.  EWn).  Purple 
Finches  were  reported  in  below-average  num- 
bers this  winter  in  Kentucky,  with  only  one  to 
36  reported  on  17  Kentucky  C.B.C.s;  in  Ten- 
nessee, they  were  widespread  in  small  num- 
bers. Pine  Siskins  were  extremely  scarce,  even 
in  the  mts.,  with  only  a dozen  reports  from 
across  the  Region. 

Addenda:  For  the  winter  2008-2009  report:  at 
least  one  Snow  Bunting  was  seen  in  e.  Cal- 
loway, KY  29  Jan  2009  (HC);  and  2 male  Red 
Crossbills  were  just  ne.  of  Hazel,  Calloway, 
KY  late  Jan-24  Feb  2009  (SA,  ph.  TL). 

Corrigenda:  For  the  winter  2008-2009  report, 
the  Green  Heron  in  Blount,  TN  17  Jan  should 
have  been  attributed  to  Tom  Howe;  the 
Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows  at  Chero- 
kee Dam  1 Jan  should  have  been  attributed  to 
Susan  Hubley  and  Don  Miller;  and  the  Yel- 
low-throated Warbler  in  Kingsport  was  in  Sul- 
livan, not  Johnson. 

Cited  contributors  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Susie  Adams,  Judy  Andreoli,  Ryan 
Ankeny,  Michael  Autin,  Charlie  & Elizabeth 
Barnett,  Tom  Becker,  Beckham  Bird  Club 
(BBC),  Jane  Bell  0be)>  Pal  Bell,  Mark  Bennett, 
Rob  Biller,  Scott  Block,  Clyde  Blum,  David 
Brown,  John  Brunjes  (JBr),  Gary  Brunvoll, 
Kevin  A.  Calhoon  (se.  Tennessee),  John  Calla- 
han, Ron  Carrico,  Phillip  Casteel  (middle 
Tennessee),  David  Chaffin  (DCh),  Hap  Cham- 
bers, Wallace  Coffey,  Dan  Collins  (DCo), 
Granville  Cox,  Linda  Craiger,  Charlie  Craw- 
ford, Roseanna  Denton,  Douglas  Downs,  Tom 
Durbin,  Melissa  Easley,  K.  Dean  Edwards 
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(KDE),  Millie  Farmer  (MFa),  Frank  Fekel, 
Mike  Fister  (MFi),  Tarcila  Fox,  Jonathan 
Froclge  (JFr),  Judy  Fuson  OFu),  Carole  Gob- 
ert  (CGo),  Theresa  Graham,  Jon  Gray,  Willard 
Gray,  Mark  Greene,  Caroline  Gregory  (CGr), 
Pat  Hahs,  William  Haley,  Frin  Harper  (FHa), 
Michael  Hawkins,  Richard  Healy  (RHe),  Nita 
Heilman,  R.  John  Henderson  (RJH),  Kate  Hey- 
den,  Fddie  Huher  (FHu),  Susan  Hubley  Aaron 
Hulsey,  Linda  & Ed  Hutchens  (L&EH),  Gail 
King,  Daniel  Jacobson,  James  Kiser  QKi)' 
Janet  Kistler  QKt),  Steve  Kistler,  Rick  Knight 
(ne.  Tennessee),  Ed  LeGrand,  Bill  Lisowsky 
Paula  Lisowsky,  Terence  Little,  Charlie  Logs- 
don, Paula  Martin,  Joseph  Mast,  Lee  McNeely 


Tom  McNeil,  Susan  McWhirter,  Don  Miller 
(DMi),  Lynda  & Tom  Mills  (L&TM),  Mark 
Monroe,  Nancy  Moore  (NaM),  Nell  Moore 
(NeM),  Daniel  Moss  (DMo),  Connie  Neeley, 
Andy  Newman,  John  Noel,  Brainard  Palmer- 
Ball,  Jr.  (BPa),  David  Patterson  (DPa),  David 
Patton  (DPn),  Don  Pelly  (DPe),  Jim  Pfitzer, 
Rick  Phillips,  Dick  Preston  (DPr)  (w.  Ten- 
nessee), Bill  Pulliam  (BPu),  David  Roemer, 
Tommy  Rogers,  Mike  Sanders  (MSa),  Saman- 
tha Sayre  (SSa),  Mike  Schillhahn  (MSc),  Ed 
Schneider,  Susan  Schott  (SSc),  John  Shumate, 
Michael  Sledjeski  (MSI),  Scott  G.  Somershoe 
(SGS),  D.J. 

Stanley,  Barbara  Stedman,  Stephen  J.  Stedman 


(SJS),  Joseph  Stanley,  Wayne  Tamminga,  Dee 
Thompson,  Mike  Todd,  David  Vogt,  Shawchyi 
Vorisek,  Martha  Waldron  (MWa),  Albert 
Westerman,  Doris  Westerman,  Melinda  Wel- 
ton  (MWe),  Eileen  Wicker  (EWr),  Carol 
Williams,  Eric  Wilson  (EWn),  Jeff  R.  Wilson, 
Terry  Witt,  Barbara  Woerner,  Libby  Wolfe,  Ben 
Yandell,  Mary  Yandell,  Thomas  Young.  O 


Chris  Sloan,  224  Hicks  Road 

Nashville,  Tennessee  37221,  (csloan1973@gmail.com) 

Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr. 

Kentucky  State  Nature  Preserves  Commission 
801  Schenkel  Lane,  Frankfort,  Kentucky  40601 
(brainard.palmer-ball@ky.gov) 


Alabama  & Mississippi 


Florence  Wheeler 


It  was  a wet,  cold  winter  across  the  Region. 
Coastal  rainfall  totals  were  well  above  av- 
erage. December  was  the  wettest  on  record 
in  Mobile,  where  39  cm  eclipsed  the  former 
record  of  33  cm  set  in  1853.  Seasonal  rainfall 
total  for  Mobile  was  81  cm,  about  42  cm  above 
average.  Regional  temperatures  were  4°  below 
average.  In  northern  Alabama  and  Mississippi, 
maximum  daily  temperatures  for  2-10  January 
did  not  get  above  freezing,  resulting  in  frozen 
bays  and  impoundments  during  the  tradition- 
al period  of  peak  waterfowl  use.  Inland  sta- 
tions recorded  up  to  11  days  with  snowfall 
and  54  days  where  minimum  daily  tempera- 
tures fell  below  freezing! 

Abbreviations:  E.N.W.R.  (Eufaula  N.W.R., 
AL),  N.N.W.R.  (Noxubee  N.W.R.,  MS), 
W.N.W.R.  (Wheeler  N.W.R.,  AL). 


WATERFOWL  THROUGH  GREBES 

Many  who  equate  extended  periods  of  ad- 
verse weather  with  signihcant  movements  of 
waterfowl  were  sorely  disappointed  this  sea- 
son: waterfowl  numbers  were  average. 
Greater  White-fronted  Geese  peaked  at  460 
at  W.N.W.R.,  Morgan,  AL  6 Jan  (fide  CDC). 
Only  4 Ross’s  Geese  were  found  at  their  tra- 
ditional wintering  site  on  Limestone  Bay, 
W.N.W.R,,  Limestone,  AL  3-19  Dec  (SWM, 
CDC,  m.ob.),  and  one  was  near  Rogersville, 
Lauderdale,  AL  mid-27  Jan  (DJS).  Cackling 
Geese  were  reported  from:  W.N.W.R.,  Mor- 
gan, AL,  where  up  to  5 were  seen  13  Jan-12 
Feb  (CDC,  RSD,  m.ob.);  Sardis  L.,  Panola, 
MS,  where  up  to  4 were  seen  1-17  Jan  (GK, 
SKn);  and  Eupora  S.T.P,  Webster, 

MS,  where  one  was  found  1 1 Jan 
(TLS).  Rare  in  the  Region,  2 
imm.  Tundra  Swans  were  near 
Daphne,  Baldwin,  AL  11-12  Jan 
(PM,  RM,  ph.). 

Surf  Scoters  were  reported 
from  three  locations:  3 were  at 
Pelican  L,  Mobile,  AL  23  Dec-2 
Feb  (BGG);  an  imm.  male  was  on 
Limestone  Bay,  W.N.W.R.  13  Jan 
(CDC,  RSD,  m.ob.);  and  one  was 
on  Bay  Springs  L.,  Tishomingo, 

MS  13-14  Feb  (WRP,  GK,  SKn). 


MS  13-14  Feb  (WRP,  GK,  SKn).  The  only 
Black  Scoters  reported  were  2 imms.  on  Ok- 
tibbeha County  L.,  Oktibbeha,  MS  1 Jan  (TLS, 
MHS).  Formerly  regular  though  uncommon 
now,  2 female  Common  Mergansers  were 
found  on  the  Gulf  Shores  C.B.C.  near  Bon 
Secour,  Baldwin,  AL  2 Jan  (CBr,  LRD,  RAD, 
BT),  and  2 were  at  Guntersville,  AL  9 Jan 
(MJ,  KT). 

Single  Red-throated  Loons  were  on  the 
Gulf  Shores  C.B.C.  at  Perdido  Pass,  Baldwin, 
AL  2 Jan  (GDJ)  and  Guntersville,  AL  18-30 
Jan  (KC,  AH).  Likewise,  single  Pacific  Loons 
were  at  Perdido  Pass  2-17  Jan  (GDJ,  LEG)  and 
Guntersville  20  Dec+  (SWM,  m.ob.).  Eared 
Grebes,  once  Regionally  rare,  are  now  seen 


This  Eared  Grebe  was  part  of  an  unprecedented  cohort  of  seven  on  Gun- 
tersville Lake,  Marshall  County,  Alabama  6-26  (here  6)  December  2009. 
Photograph  by  Steve  W.  McConnell. 


Single  imm.  White-winged  Scot- 
ers were  in  Gulf  Shores,  Baldwin, 

AL  17  Dec  (KC);  on  the  C.B.C.  at 
the  Wheeler  N.W.R.,  on  Lime- 
stone Bay  19  Dec  (RSH,  DCH,  RJR);  and  at 
Spring  Cr.,  Lawrence,  AL  6 Feb  (CDC,  KW, 
NC,  m.ob.).  A male  and  2 females  were  at 
Guntersville,  Marshall,  AL  13-16  Feb  (LBR, 
m.ob.,  ph.),  while  4-5  were  on  Bay  Springs  L., 


annually.  Up  to  7 were  at  Guntersville,  AL 
through  26  Dec  (SWM,  m.ob.,  ph.),  and  sin- 
gles were  in  Mississippi  at  Grenada  S.T.P, 
Grenada  16  Dec  (GK,  SKn,  DW)  and  Enid  L, 
Yalobusha  28  Feb  (GK,  SKn). 
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PELICANS  THROUGH  RAILS 

The  fall  movement  of  American  White  Peli- 
cans through  the  Region  peaked  1 Dec  with 
939  recorded  during  a waterfowl  survey  at 
W.N.W.R.,  AL  (CDC).  Single  Anhingas  were 
on  the  Montgomery  C.B.C.,  Montgomery,  AL  2 
Jan  (RER)  and  near  Brooksville,  Noxubee,  MS 
19  Dec  (AW,  EW);  2 frequented  Bluff  L.  and 
Loakfoma  L.,  N.N.W.R.,  Noxubee,  MS  3 Dec-6 
Jan  (TLS,  LC,  GC).  The  American  Bittern  re- 
ported from  Prissock  Field,  N.N.W.R.,  Win- 
ston, MS  19  Dec  (TLS,  MHS)  provided  the  8th 
area  winter  record.  The  390  Great  Egrets  at  Big 
Prairie  Cr.,  Hale,  AL  15  Feb  (DS,  JS)  estab- 
lished an  inland  winter  maximum,  and  280 
were  at  Catalpa  Cr.  Bottoms,  Lowndes,  MS  5 
Jan  (TLS).  A Snowy  Egret  in  Morgan  City, 
Leflore,  MS  on  the  Sidon  C.B.C.  2 Jan  (PJB) 
was  unusual.  Two  Little  Blue  Herons  were  at 
E.N.WR.,  Barbour,  AL  24  Jan  QAT),  and  one 
was  along  Chewacla  Cr.,  Lee,  AL  23  Feb  (HW). 
Seventeen  Reddish  Egrets  on  the  Dauphin  Is- 
land C.B.C. , Mobile  (fide  TSi)  established  an 
Alabama  maximum.  For  the  4th  consecutive 
winter,  an  ad.  Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron 
was  in  Midfield,  Jefferson,  AL  on  the  Birming- 
ham C.B.C.  27  Dec  (SSH  et  al).  The  only 
White  Ibis  mentioned  were  100  at  Morgan 
City,  MS  on  the  Sidon  C.B.C.  2 Jan  (PJB). 

The  51  Ospreys  on  the  Gulf  Shores  C.B.C.  2 
Jan  (fide  GDJ)  represent  an  Alabama  maxi- 
mum; 3 were  on  the  Montgomery  C.B.C.,  AL  2 
Jan  (fide  LFG);  and  2 were  late  at  Bay  Springs 
L.,  MS  6 Dec  (WRP).  Two  Swallow-tailed  Kites 
near  Theodore,  Mobile,  AL  23  Feb  (MS,  JE) 
and  one  at  the  Gulfport  Municipal  Airport, 
Harrison,  MS  21  Feb  (NM,  JM)  were  early.  A 
Broad-winged  Hawk,  rare  in  winter,  on  the 
Dauphin  Island  C.B.C.  19  Dec  (DWD  et  al., 
ph.)  remained  through  Jan.  A light-morph 
Rough-legged  Hawk,  accidental  in  Mississippi, 
was  near  Ansley,  Hancock  1 Jan  (NB).  Merlin 
reports  continue  to  increase.  In  Alabama,  sin- 
gles were  found  on  the  Christmas  count  at 
W.N.W.R.,  Morgan  (LBR,  RR,  DB,  NC,  BW) 
and  near  Gravelly  Springs,  Lauderdale  on  the 
Waterloo  C.B.C.  (PDK,  FM,  WJ,  PJ),  while  3 
were  on  the  Dauphin  Island  C.B.C.  (fide  TSi), 
all  on  19  Dec.  In  Mississippi,  singles  were  at 
the  Mississippi  State  University  North  Farm, 
Oktibbeha  7 Dec  (TLS),  Browning  Cr.,  Oktibbe- 
ha 16  Dec-22  Jan  (TLS),  near  Macon,  Noxubee 
27  Dec  (LT,  ST),  and  at  Columbus  L,,  Lowndes 
8 Feb  (DP,  JP).  Three  Peregrine  Falcons  were  at 
W.N.W.R.  19  Dec  (m.ob.)  for  the  C.B.C.,  while 
singles  were  on  the  Guntersville  C.B.C.  26  Dec 
(fide  LBR),  at  Lake  Guntersville  S.P.  9 Jan  (MJ, 
m.ob.,  ph.),  and  in  Wilcox  30  Jan  (RC),  all  in 
Alabama. 

A King  Rail  at  E.N.W.R.,  AL  23  Jan  QAT)  was 
noteworthy.  A Virginia  Rail  near  Brooksville, 


MS  20  Dec-18  Jan  (TLS,  MHS)  was  the  area’s 
8th.  Single  Soras  in  Mississippi  were  near  Isola, 
Humphreys  15  Jan  (RH)  and  Crowder,  Panola  23 
Jan  (RH,  BJ).  Two  Common  Moorhens  at  on 
Bluff  L.,  N.N.W.R.  30  Dec  (TLS)  represented  the 
2nd  refuge  winter  record. 

CRANES  THROUGH  TERNS 

The  status  of  wintering  Sandhill  Cranes  in  the 
Region  has  changed  dramatically  (see  Table 
1);  prior  to  1990,  they  were  rare.  Aside  from 
the  small  resident,  endangered  Mississippi 
Sandhill  Crane  population  in  coastal  Missis- 
sippi, the  only  known  location  where  mi- 
grants consistently  wintered  was  Gulf  Shores, 
AL.  For  the  4th  consecutive  year.  Whooping 
Cranes  from  Operation  Migration  were 
recorded  in  the  Region.  At  their  traditional 
wintering  site  on  W.N.W.R.,  up  to  5 were 
found  1 Dec+  (CDC,  WRG,  m.ob.,  ph.). 
Based  on  telemetry  data  provided  by  Opera- 
tion Migration,  one  wintered  in  Cherokee,  AL 
17  Dec+,  and  2 moved  between  various  sites 
in  Colbert/Lawrence/Lauderdale,  AL  3 Jan-21 
Feb.  One  wintering  with  Sandhill  Cranes  in 
Parwla  23  Jan-20  Feb  (NW,  GK,  SKn)  provid- 
ed the  first  Mississippi  record  of  Operation 
Migration  birds. 


Table  1.  Maximum  counts  of  Sandhill  Crane  in  Mississippi  and 
Alabama,  winter  2009-2010. 


Location 

Number 

Date 

Observers(s) 

VI/heelerN.W.R.,AL 

8000 

19Jan 

CDC,  KH,  DSM,JEV 

Panola,  MS 

1100 

23  Jan 

GK,SKn,NW 

McLeod,  MS 

60 

13Jan 

LIST,  TLS,  MHS 

Arkabutla  L.,  MS 

33 

29  Dec 

C.B.C. data 

Etowah,  AL 

30 

13  Dec 

CB,HTB,BB,JC 

Macon,  MS 

30 

13  Dec 

LIST 

Florence,  AL 

9 

lOJan 

PDK,  DEK 

Washington,  MS 

8 

3 Jan 

C.B.C.  data 

Gulf  Shores,  AL 

7 

2 Jan 

C.B.C.  data 

Fairhope,  AL 

4 

9 Feb 

BCG 

EufaulaN.W.R.,AL 

3 

2 Jan 

C.B.C.  data 

Dahomey  N.W.R.,  MS 

2 

16  Dec 

C.B.C.  data 

The  only  report  of  Snowy  Plover  was  of  4 in 
Hancock/Harrison/Jackson,  MS  13  Jan  (NB). 
The  40  American  Oystercatchers  recorded 
from  Hancock/Hatrison/Jackson,  MS  2 Jan  (NB) 
was  a good  number.  A Western  Willet  was  near 
Isola,  MS  15  Feb  (RH).  Spotted  Sandpipers 
were  widely  reported,  with  singles  near 
Speigner,  AL  20  Jan  (GDJ);  at  Wilson  Dam, 
Colbert,  AL  23  Jan  (PDK);  at  Oktibbeha  Coun- 
ty L.  24  Nov-3  Dec  (TLS)  and  6 Jan+  (TLS, 
MHS);  and  at  Arkabutla  L.,  DeSoto,  MS  6 Dec 
(GK,  SKn).  Four  Long-billed  Curlews  in  Gulf- 
port, Harrison,  MS  2 Jan  (NB)  were  the  only 
ones  reported.  Eight  Marbled  Godwits  were  in 
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Franklin's  Gull  is  a rare  winter  visitor  in  northern  Alabama. 
This  first-cycle  Franklin's  was  at  Guntersville,  Marshall 
County  on  30  January  2010.  Photograph  by  Bala  Chennupati. 


Biloxi,  jaebsofi,  MS  2Jan  (NB).  On  the  Christ- 
mas count  at  W.N.W.R.,  49  Western  Sand- 
pipers at  Swan  Creek  W.M.A.,  Limestone  19 
Dec  QMH,  BH,  AH)  established  an  Alabama 
inland  winter  maximum.  A Stilt  Sandpiper  on 
Pelican  L,  AL  22  Jan  (LRD,  m.ob.)  was  unusu- 
al for  midwinter.  Four  unidentihed  dowitchers 
near  Montgomery  14  Feb  (LFG,  ph.)  made 
only  the  2nd  inland  Alabama  winter  record. 

A few  Franklin’s  Gulls  wintered  in  the  Re- 
gion: an  ad.  was  on  Arkabutla  L.,  Tate,  MS  6 Dec 
(GK,  SKn);  a hrst-cycle  was  in  Guntersville,  AL 
30  Jan  (BCh,  ph.);  and  one  of  unreported  age 
was  in  Magnolia  Springs,  Baldwin,  AL  31  Dec 
(SWM).  An  ad.  Little  Gull,  accidental  in  Mis- 
sissippi, was  on  Grenada  L.,  Grenada  27-28  Feb 
(GK,  SKn,  JW  m.ob.).  The  8000  Bonaparte’s 
and  15,000  Ring-billed  Gulls  on  Sardis  L.,  MS 
17  Jan  (GK,  JRW)  must  have  been  spectacular. 
A California  Gull  was  in  Waveland,  Hancock, 
MS  12  Dec  (NB).  An  ad.  Thayer's  Gull  was  on 
Sardis  L.,  MS  17-19  Jan  (JRW,  GK),  and  a first- 
cycle  Thayer’s/Iceland  Gull  was  in  Magnolia 
Springs,  AL  31  Dec-1  Jan  (SWM  et  al,  ph.). 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  are  increasing.  Up  to 
4,  including  a first-cycle  and  3 ads.,  were  in 
Magnolia  Springs,  AL  31  Dec-1  Jan  (SWM  et 
al);  in  Mississippi,  single  ads.  were  on  Sardis  L. 
17  Jan  OkW,  GK)  and  Horn  L,  Jackson  17  Feb 
(NB).  Single  first-cycle  Glaucous  Gulls  in  Ala- 
bama were  at  Guntersville  16  Dec-30  Jan 
(MSG,  m.ob.,  ph.).  Magnolia  Springs  4 Jan-1 
Feb  (BCG,  m.ob.,  ph.),  and  Trinity,  Morgan  6 
Feb  (CDC,  KW,  NC,  m.ob.).  A hrst-cycle  Great 
Black-backed  Gull  was  on  the  Gulf  Shores 
C.B.C.,  AL  2 Jan  (CDC). 

The  106  Forster’s  Terns  on  the  Waterloo 
C.B.C.,  Laudcrdale/Colbert  19  Dec  (fide  PDK) 
represent  an  Alabama  inland  winter  maxi- 
mum; 7 on  the  Birmingham  C.B.C.  at  L.  Pur- 
dy, Jefferson/Shelby,  AL  27  Dec  (HHW,  PAR, 
FF)  made  a good  number. 

DOVES  THROUGH  MIMIDS 

The  White-winged  Dove  increase  in  Alabama 
continues,  with  more  and  more  birds  turning 
up  inland.  This  season,  one  was  in  Greenville, 
Butler  8 Jan  (ANM).  Up  to  12  Inca  Doves  were 
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■ ft  The  most  exciting  event  of  the  season  was  the  ap- 
. ..  pearanceofan  ad.  male  Ivory  Gu!l.  It  was  initially 
found  by  Walt  Chambers  25  Jan  on  West  Point  L.  in  Geor- 
gia, Over  the  next  three  days,  it  moved  closer  to  Alabama. 
Finally,  early  on  29  Jan,  Lorna  West  found  it  sitting  on  the 
shoreline  in  the  Alabama  portion  of  the  lake,  representing 
the  state's  first  record.  Unfortunately,  it  appeared  debili- 
tated, and  as  the  day  progressed,  it  became  apparent  that 
it  was  moribund.  During  its  short  stay,  it  was  seen  by  hun- 
dreds of  birders.  A complete  accounting  of  the  bird  and 
circumstances  surrounding  its  death  can  be  found  in  the 
Southern  Atlantic  report. 

in  Pass  Christian,  Harrison,  MS  throughout 
the  period  (NB,  m.oh.).  Three  Barn  Owls  at 
Harpersville,  Shelby  12  Jan  (GDJ,  DGJ)  repre- 
sent a n.  Alabama  winter  maximum.  Alaba- 
ma’s 2nd  Flammulated  Owl  was  found  dead 
on  a residential  porch  in  Opelika,  Lee  10  Dec 
(SP,  BKF,  ph.).  A Burrowing  Owl,  Alabama’s 
hrst  since  1991,  was  at  the  Dauphin  Island 
Golf  Club,  Mobile  12  Dec-22  Jan  (HER, 
m.oh.,  ph.).  Single  Short-eared  Owls  at  tradi- 
tional wintering  sites  were  on  the  Guntersville 
C.B.C.  at  Guntersville  Dam,  AL  26  Dec  OMH, 
BH,  KW,  RW)  and  at  Key  Cave  N.’W.R.,  Laud- 
erdale, AL  6 Feb  (CDC,  KW.  NC).  Banding  op- 
erations documented  Northern  Saw- whet  Owl 
distribution  in  Alabama  for  the  3rd  consecu- 
tive winter:  one  was  in  Hollins,  Clay  6 Dec  (b. 
MW,  DWi),  and  2 were  in  Clay,  Jefferson  17 
Dec  and  19  Jan  (b.  RRS,  MBS,  ph.). 

Single  Buff-bellied  Hummingbirds  were  at 
Hamlin’s  Landing,  Baldwin,  AL  3 Dec-9  Jan 


(b.  FB,  BS)  and  Montrose,  Baldwin,  AL  16  Dec 
(b.  FB,  NMo).  Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds 
were  banded  near  Montgomery,  AL  4 Jan  (FB) 
and  Vestavia  Hills,  Jejfjferson,  AL  10  Jan  (RRS, 
MBS).  An  Anna’s  Hummingbird  banded  in 
Madison,  Madison  18  Jan  (MK,  SK,  RRS,  MBS, 
ph.)  was  Alabama’s  5tb.  Single  Calliope  Hum- 
mingbirds, all  in  Alabama  and  banded,  were 


at  Lillian,  Baldwin  16  Dec-13  Jan  (FB  et  ah, 
ph.)  and  21  Jan  (FB,  JD,  ph.)  and  at  Pelham, 
Shelby  6 Jan  (RRS,  MBS,  VL,  ph.).  Eight  Ru- 
fous Hummingbirds  banded  during  the  Birm- 
ingham C.B.C.  27  Dec  (RRS,  MBS)  equaled 
the  Alabama  maximum;  an  ad.  male  was  in 
Tupelo,  Lee,  MS  18  Dec+  (BSt,  JSt,  RRS,  MBS, 
m.oh.,  b.). 

Amazingly,  the  probable  Red-naped  Sap- 
sucker  X Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  reported 
last  winter  returned  to  the  same  yard  in 
Huntsville,  Madison,  AL  5 Jan  (SR,  ph.).  A fe- 
male Vermilion  Elycatcher  was  on  the  Mont- 
gomery C.B.C.  in  Wadsworth,  Autauga,  AL  2 
Jan  (TRP,  RD,  ph.);  in  Mississippi,  a female 
was  in  Ansley  26  Dec  and  an  ad. 
male  was  in  Gulfport  2-5  Jan 
(NB).  In  coastal  Alabama,  West- 
ern Kingbirds  were  fairly  wide- 
spread, with  one  on  Dauphin  1.  5 
Dec-22  Jan  (BCG,  m.ob.),  2 at  Ft. 

Morgan,  Baldwin  1 Jan  (SWM), 
and  one  on  the  Gulf  Shores 
C.B.C.  near  Foley,  Baldwin  2 Jan 
(TSi,  JSi,  ph.). 

Twenty-six  early  Purple  Martins 
were  in  Jackson,  MS  5 Feb,  but  11 
were  found  dead  there  after  tem- 
peratures dropped  into  the  20s 
(CD,  LE).  A Northern  Rough- 
winged Swallow  on  the  Dauphin 
Island  C.B.C.,  AL  19  Dec  (JSi,  TSi) 
may  have  been  wintering;  one  on  the  Mobile 
Causeway,  Baldwin,  AL  14  Feb  (RC)  was  prob- 
ably an  early  migrant.  Single  Barn  Swal- 
lows were  in  Guntersville,  AL  6-20  Dec 
(SWM)  and  Dauphin  L,  AL  21  Jan 
(RSD,  m.ob.).  White-breasted  Nut- 
hatches reach  their  highest  densities  in 
Alabama  n.  of  the  fall  line,  as  confirmed 
by  the  72  found  on  the  Guntersville 
C.B.C.  26  Dec  (Jide  LBR).  Farther  s., 
they  are  rare,  but  they  are  prone  to  in- 
frequent autumn  irruptions  and  may 
possibly  be  expanding  their  range,  as 
evidenced  by  singles  this  season  at 
Montgomery  26  Dec  (LFG),  in  Wilcox 
23  Jan  (RC),  at  Chickasaw  S.P.,  Marengo 
15  Feb  (DS,  JS),  at  Shorter,  Macon  28 
Feb  (ECS),  and  in  Opelika  through  the 
period  (LW).  A Sedge  Wren  on  the 
Birmingham  C.B.C.  at  Pelham,  AL  27 
Dec  (HHK,  et  al.)  was  rare,  as  was  a 
Marsh  Wren  at  Swan  Creek  W.M.A.,  AL  19  Dec 
QMH,  BH,  AH)  during  the  W.N.W.R.  Christmas 
count.  Single  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers  were  on 
the  Montgomery  C.B.C.,  AL  2 Jan  QAT)  and  at 
Grenada  L.,  Yalobusha,  MS  16  Dec-1  Jan  (GK, 
SKn).  Rare  in  winter,  single  Gray  Catbirds  were 
at  Key  Cave  N.W.R.,  AL  5 Dec  (SWM)  and 
Columbus,  MS  13  Jan  (DP,JP). 


WARBLERS  THROUGH  MANNIKIN 

A Black-throated  Green  Warbler  (SWM,  AH) 
and  a Prairie  Warbler  (DMW,  CW)  on  the  Gulf 
Shores  C.B.C,  AL  2 Jan  were  both  unusual. 
Five  Palm  Warblers  each  were  on  the  Gun- 
tersville C.B.C.,  AL  26  Dec  (fide  LBR)  and  at 
Grenada  L.,  MS  16  Dec  (GK,  SKn).  Different 
Black-and-white  Warblers  were  in  Andalusia, 
AL  2 (TS)  & 15  Jan  (AC);  one  was  on  the 
Montgomery  C.B.C.,  AL  2 Jan  (RER).  Single 
Yellow-breasted  Chats  were  in  Mobile,  Mobile, 
AL  29  Nov-3  Dec  QSi,  TSi,  ph.)  and  Henley- 
field.  Pearl  River,  MS  11  Jan  (NB).  A female- 
type  Summer  Tanager  was  in  Lillian,  AL  31 
Dec  (SWM,  JD),  and  an  ad.  male  was  on 


Dauphin  L,  AL  28  Feb  (BCG,  JSi);  one  was 
found  singing  on  the  Montgomery  C.B.C.,  AL 
2Jan  (RER)!  On  Dauphin  L,  Western  Tanagers 
were  at  the  Shell  Mounds  5 Dec  (male;  TSi, 
HEH)  and  near  the  airport  19  Dec  (female; 
DWD,  ph.)  Inland,  single  ad.  males  were  in 
Prattville,  Autauga,  AL  2-4  Jan  (PC,  ECS  et  al.,  j 

ph.)  and  Auburn,  Lee,  AL  1 Feb-r  (TH  et  ah).  i 

A Grasshopper  Sparrow  was  at  the  Birm-  I 
ingham  Airport,  Jefferson,  AL  on  the  Birming-  I 
ham  C.B.C.  27  Dec  QM!)-  Mississippi,  2 Le  ! 
Conte’s  Sparrows  were  at  Grenada  L.  16  Dec 
and  one  at  Sardis  L.,  Lafayette  19  Dec  (GK).  A j 
Lincoln’s  Sparrow  at  Coldwater  N.W.R.,  Quit-  « 
man,  MS  20  Feb  (GK,  SKn)  was  unusual.  [ 
Wintering  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  are  rare  ' 
in  the  Region.  Female-types  were  in  Mobile, 

AL  17  Dec  (BN)  and  16-31  Jan  (CH);  a male 
was  in  Fairhope,  Baldwin,  AL  1 Jan  ODu);  and 
a female  was  in  Columbus,  MS  19-31  Dec 
(FD,  DD,  DP,  JP  ph.).  An  imm.  male  Lazuli  ! 
Bunting  at  Ft.  Morgan  31  Jan  (CAP,  FBB)  was  | 
the  first  for  Alabama.  Two  male  Indigo 
Buntings  were  on  the  Montgomery  C.B.C.,  AL  ; 
2 Jan  (BC),  a female-type  was  at  the  Dauphin 
Island  Sea  Lab,  AL  22  Jan  (RSD,  m.ob.),  and  | 
an  imm.  male  was  in  Gulfport,  MS  3-17  Feb  ; 
(NM).  An  ad.  male  Painted  Bunting  wintered 
in  Gulfport,  MS  6Jan-r  (NM,  JM,  HM).  Single  ' 


Alabama's  eighth  inland  Western  Tanager  appeared  at  feeders  in  Auburn, 
Lee  County  during  a winter  storm  on  7 February  201 0.  This  adult  male 
continued  at  this  location  into  March.  Photograph  by  Terry  Hicks. 


This  Iceland  Gull  of  the  subspecies  kumlieni  was  in  Magnolia  Springs,  Baldwin 
County,  Alabama  31  December  2009  (here)  through  1 January  2010.  Photo- 
graph by  Bill  Summerour. 
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Dickcissels  were  in  Gulfport  13  Feb  (NM,  JM) 
and  Sidon,  Leflore  15  Feb  (PJB,  KB). 

The  imm.  male  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  in 
Bon  Secour,  AL  26  Dec  (WWD,  LRD,  RAD)  was 
unusual.  Good  counts  of  Rusty  Blackbird  in- 
cluded 400+  in  Montgomery,  AL  10  Feb  (ECS, 
JAT)  and  600+  in  Verona,  Lee,  MS  24  Jan 
(WRP);  380  Brewer’s  Blackbirds  in  Panola,  MS 
15  Feb  (GK,  SKn)  was  also  a noteworthy  tally. 
Hooded  Oriole  was  recorded  in  the  Region  for 
the  2nd  consecutive  winter.  An  ad.  female  in 
Pass  Christian  6 Feb+  (SM,  m.ob.,  b.,  ph.)  fur- 
nished the  first  record  for  Mississippi.  As  in 
years  past,  Baltimore  Orioles  were  widely  re- 
ported. In  Alabama,  an  imm.  male  17  Dec,  imm. 
female  8-11  Jan,  and  ad.  male  10  Jan  were  at 
Greenville  (ANM);  an  imm.  male  was  at 
Prattville  2-4  Jan  (FC,  ECS  et  al);  a second-year 
male  and  2 female-types  were  at  Bon  Secour,  on 
the  Gulf  Shores  C.B.C.  2 Jan  (RAD,  LRD,  RS); 
an  ad.  male  was  at  Andalusia  16  Jan  (KK,  ph.); 
a female-type  was  at  Cooter’s  Pond  Park, 
Prattville  20  Jan  (GDJ);  an  ad.  male  was  at 
E.N.W.R.  22  Jan  (LW);  2 males  and  a female- 
type  were  at  Enterprise,  Coffee  13-20  Feb  (FCh, 
CC,  ph.);  and  an  ad.  male  was  at  Mobile  21  Feb 
(BN).  In  Mississippi,  an  ad.  male  was  at  Gulf- 
port 7 Jan-1  Feb  (NM,  JM).  Red  Crossbills  are 
consistently  found  in  Talladega  N.E,  Cleburne, 
AL,  and  the  13+  near  Coleman  L.  18  Jan  QAT) 
provided  a recent  maximum  from  that  area.  An 
unidentihed  male  crossbill  was  at  Clay,  AL  9 


Feb  (RRS).  Introduced  Nutmeg  Mannikins  have 
been  recorded  in  the  Region  for  several  years,  so 
20  at  a traditional  site  in  Lillian,  AL  31  Dec 
(SWM,  JD)  were  expected.  However,  12  on 
Dauphin  L,  AL  19  Dec  (VBF,  BE,  LCB,  m.ob.) 
represent  a westward  expansion. 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Brice  Bailey,  Chris  Bailey,  H.T.  Bailey, 
Laurie  C.  Bailey,  Katherine  Barbour,  Philip  J. 
Barbour,  Fred  Bassett,  Fred  B.  Bevis,  Ned  Boy- 
ajian,  Cecil  Brown  (CBr),  Dick  Bruer,  K.  Cal- 
houn, Bill  Campbell,  Gary  Carlisle,  Fred  Car- 
ney, Rodney  Cassidy,  Bala  Chennupati  (BCh), 
Con  Chesser,  Fran  Chesser  (FCh),  Karen  Chi- 
asson,  James  Clanton,  C.  Dwight  Cooley,  Neill 
Cowles,  Annie  Crary,  Lawrence  Croft,  Frank 
Dailey,  Debbie  Dailey-Anderson,  Charley  Del- 
mas,  Jim  Dickerson,  David  W.  Dortch,  Rod 
Douglass,  Lucy  R.  Duncan,  R.  Scot  Duncan, 
Robert  A.  Duncan,  Will  W.  Duncan,  Jim  Dunn 
QDu),  Betsy  Eager,  Lillie  Easterling,  Josh 
Everett,  Frank  Farrell,  Barry  K.  Fleming, 
Venetia  B.  Friend,  Lawrence  E Gardella,  Ben 
C.  Garmon,  William  R.  Gates,  M.  Scott 
Gravette,  Andrew  Haffenden,  Dana  C.  Hamil- 
ton, R.  Stan  Hamilton,  Kevin  Hamrick,  Bert 
Harris,  J.  Milton  Harris,  Rob  Heflin,  Chazz 
Hesselein,  Terry  Hicks,  Howard  E.  Horne, 
Sharon  S.  Hudgins,  John  M.  Imhof,  Debra  G. 
Jackson,  Greg  D.  Jackson  (Alabama),  Mark 
Jackson,  Phillip  Jarnigan,  Wesley  Jarnigan, 


Brooks  Jones,  Keith  Kipp,  Melissa  Kirkindall, 
Sandy  Kirkindall,  Helen  H.  Kittinger,  Donna 
E.  Kittle,  Paul  D.  Kittle,  Gene  Knight,  Shan- 
non Knight  (SKn),  Virginia  Lusk,  John  Mad- 
den, Nancy  Madden,  Annabel  N.  Markle, 
Steve  W.  McConnell,  Helen  McIntosh,  Powers 
McLeod,  Rosann  McLeod,  Frances  Menapace, 
Sharon  Milligan,  Daphne  S.  Moland,  Nancy 
Moore  (NMo),  Brian  Naylor,  Dianne  Patter- 
son, Jim  Patterson,  Wayne  R.  Patterson,  Scott 
Peek,  Carolyn  A.  Pomarius,  Tommy  R.  Pratt, 
Robert  E.  Reed,  Rick  J.  Remy,  Linda  B. 
Reynolds,  Richard  Reynolds,  Scott  Rose,  Pel- 
ham A Rowan,  Martha  B.  Sargent,  Robert  R. 
Sargent,  Thomas  Savage,  Marion  H.  Schiefer, 
Terence  L.  Schiefer  (Mississippi),  Don  Self, 
Judy  Self,  Joan  Siegwald  QSi),  Tom  Siegwald 
(TSi),  Damien  J.  Simbeck,  Barbara  Sleeman, 
Eric  C.  Soehren,  Brabara  Starr  (BSt),  John 
Starr  (JSt),  Matthew  Stowe,  Rodney  Styron, 
Betsy  Tetlow,  Lauren  Thead,  Sheila  Thead, 
Ken  Thomas,  John  A.  Trent,  Jason  E.  Vehrs, 
Jake  Walker,  Ken  Ward,  Rufina  Ward,  Carol 
Ware,  Don  M.  Ware,  Dennis  Welch,  Lorna 
West,  Don  Wilson  (DWi),  Jeff  R.  Wilson, 
Mary  Wilson,  Nick  Winstead,  Beth  Wood, 
Harriet  H.  Wright,  Hugh  Wright.  ^ 


C.  Dwight  Cooley,  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 
Wheeler  National  Wildlife  Refuge  Complex 
2700  Refuge  Headquarters  Road 
Decatur,  Alabama  35603,  (sabrewing@earthlink.net) 


American  Birdingi 


For  more  than  a decade,  Birders’  Exchange  has  been  helping  to  promote  bird  research  and  conservation  by 
providing  equipment  to  a variety  of  partners  in  Latin  America.  We  depend  on  the  generous  financial  and  in-kind 
support  of  individuals  like  you  who  realize  the  power  of  putting  tools  into  the  hands  of  people. 


4 bpetersen@aba.org  ~ 4945  N.  30th  Street,  Suite  200,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80919  ~ www.aba.org 
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We  have  you  in  our  sights! 

Please  Support  Birders’  Exchange 
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GULF  OF  MEXICO 


Steven  W.  Cardiff 


December  brought  record  or  near- 
record  flooding  rains  over  much  of 
the  Region.  Particularly  hard  hit  was 
extreme  southeastern  Louisiana.  David  P. 
Muth  of  New  Orleans  writes:  “Rainfall  at  my 
house  for  December  2009  was  over  26”,  just 
over  the  official  25.92”  at  the  airport.  This  is 
the  wettest  month  in  New  Orleans  on  record 
and  included  at  my  house  three  different  days 
with  more  than  6”  of  rain.  It  eclipsed  the  pre- 
vious record  month  for  the  metro  area,  May 
1995,  when  21.18”  fell,  most  of  it  in  one  spec- 
tacular 24-hour  deluge.  The  previous  wettest 
December  was  in  1967,  when  10.77”  fell.  The 
average  December  rainfall  is  only  5.07”.  We 
ended  the  year  at  79.31”,  well  above  the 
63.99”  average,  but  if  December  had  been  av- 
erage, then  we'd  have  had  a slightly  dry  year.” 
December  was  followed  by  some  of  the  cold- 
est temperatures  in  the  Region  since  the  mid- 
1990s  during  early-mid  January. 

Between  10  January  and  21  February,  the 
fourth  season  of  the  Louisiana  Winter  Bird 
Atlas  Program  was  completed  (see  <http:// 
ebird.org/content/la>) . 

Thanks  to  Dick  Baxter,  Donna  L.  Ditt- 
mann,  Dan  Scheiman,  and  Bill  Shepherd  for 
helpful  editing. 


Abbreviations:  C.N.E  (Camp  Nine  Farm,  De- 
sha, AR);  FN.W.R.  (Felsenthal  N.W.R.,  Union, 
AR);  H.B.N.W.R.  (Holla  Bend  N.W.R.,  Pope, 
AR).  Counties/parishes  are  indicated  only  for 
the  initial  mention  of  a specific  locality,  and 
states  are  indicated  for  the  initial  mention  of 


counties/parishes,  except  to  avoid  confusion. 
For  records  of  “review  list”  species,  documen- 
tation has  been  received  and  records  have  ei- 
ther been  accepted  by,  or  acceptance  is  pend- 
ing by,  the  respective  state  bird  records  com- 
mittee. Significance  for  Arkansas  records  is 
based  on  Arkansas  Birds,  their  distribution  and 
abundance  (James  and  Neal  1986),  and  the 
Arkansas  Audubon  Society  online  bird  record 
database  (for  records  since  1986).  Signifi- 
cance for  Louisiana  records  is  based  on  the 
bird  record  card  file  database  and  the 
Louisiana  Bird  Records  Committee  archives  at 
the  Louisiana  State  University  Museum  of 
Natural  Science,  as  well  as  the  most  recent 
draft  of  the  forthcoming  “Birds  of  Louisiana” 
(Remsen,  Cardiff,  Dittmann,  and  Dickson). 

WATERFOWL 

A concentration  of  2500  Black-bellied 
Whistling-Ducks  in  the  vicinity  of  grain  eleva- 
tors on  the  Mississippi  R.  near  Westwego,  Jef- 
ferson 24  Jan  (DPM)  would  be  an  all-time  high 
for  Louisiana.  For  the  2nd  consecutive  winter, 
large  numbers  of  Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks 
were  encountered  in  sw.  Louisiana,  including 
12  near  Lacassine  N.W.R,  headquarters, 
Cameron  20  Dec  (PEC),  350  s.  of  Kaplan,  Ver- 
milion 28  Dec  (ph.  PEC),  and  500  near  Pecan 
L,  Vermilion  22  Jan  (ph.  Toddy  Guidry);  4 near 
Thornwell,  Jefferson  Davis 
21  Feb  (SWC,  DLD)  were 
probably  early  migrants. 

Although  now  expected  in 
modest  numbers  across 
much  of  the  Region,  a 
Ross’s  Goose  at  New  Or- 
leans, Orleans  2 Jan  (Ed 
Wallace,  ph.  DPM)  was  still 
noteworthy  for  se. 

Louisiana.  A blue-morph 
Ross’s  located  n.  of  Pine 
Bluff,  Jefferson  28-30  Dec 
(ph.  K&LN,  RHD,  DMcC) 
may  represent  the  first  offi- 
cial occurrence  of  this  rare  morph  in  Arkansas. 
A presumably  bona  fide  wild  Canada  Goose 
was  spotted  among  a large  flock  of  Snows  and 
Greater  White-fronteds  near  Wright,  Vermilion 
6 Feb  (ph.  PEC,  ph.  DP);  there  are  very  few  re- 
cent well-documented  Louisiana  occurrences 
of  non-feral  birds.  Another  Canada  Goose  ac- 
companied by  a Cackling  Goose  resting  along 
the  Mississippi  R.  near  Baton  Rouge,  East  Ba- 
ton Rouge  31  Jan  (ph.  RSe  et  al.)  was  more 
problematic  because  there  is  a fairly  large  feral 
Canada  presence  in  the  Baton  Rouge  area. 
There  were  about  a half-dozen  reports  of  Cack- 
ling Geese  in  Arkansas  29  Dec-31  Jan,  high- 
lighted by  maxima  of  30  at  Craig  Fish  Hatch- 
ery, near  Centerton,  Benton  29  Dec  (MAM,JP) 


and  80  near  Pine  Bluff  30  Dec  (RHD,  DMcC). 
A casual  visitor  as  far  s.  as  Louisiana,  and  es- 
pecially so  near  the  coast,  2 imm.  Tundra 
Swans  visited  the  Lacassine  N.W.R.  Pool  Unit, 
Cameron  19  Dec  (Elias  Landry,  ph.  Bob  Mor- 
ris). There  were  three  sightings  of  Tundras  in 
Arkansas,  where  the  species  is  somewhat  more 
regular:  an  ad.  and  imm.  near  Fayetteville, 
Washington  from  around  the  beginning  of  the 
season  through  19  Feb  (Mike  Bivin,  ph.  DOu, 
JP),  2 imms.  on  L.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville  11 
Dec  OCN),  and  an  imm.  near  Lehi,  Crittenden 
21  Jan-15  Feb  (Chris  Heppel,  ph.  John  Jay 
Walko,  ph.  Jeff  R.  Wilson).  Two  subad.  Trum- 
peter Swans  near  Monroe,  Ouachita  26  Jan+ 
were  likely  the  same  individuals  first  detected 
during  aerial  surveys  at  nearby  Black  Bayou 
Lake  N.W.R.  12  Jan  (ph.  Gypsy  Hanks,  Kelby 
and  Keith  Ouchley,  ph.  SLP,  m.ob.);  although 
there  will  undoubtedly  be  debate  regarding 
provenance,  this  is  the  first  Louisiana  occur- 
rence of  any  sort  in  almost  a century.  Four 
Trumpeters  in  Benton,  AR  11  Dec  (ph.  JP, 
MAM)  were  unmarked  but  were  nevertheless 
assumed  to  be  derived  from  reintroduction  ef- 
forts. 

Two  American  Black  Ducks  at  H.B.N.W.R. 
4 Jan  (LA)  were  farther  w.  than  normal  in 
Arkansas  and  furnished  the  only  report  for 
the  season  of  this  declining  species.  Repre- 


senting the  only  resident  population  in  the 
deep  interior  of  the  Region,  20  Mottled  Ducks 
at  C.N.E  20  Dec  (DB)  also  provided  about  the 
4th  highest  count  ever,  and  a new  winter  high 
count,  for  Arkansas.  Rare  wintering  Blue- 
winged Teal  in  Arkansas  included  one  at 
White  River  N.W.R.,  Phillips  2 Jan  (LA,  TM) 
and  4 near  Kelso,  Desha  24  Jan  (DB);  an  esti- 
mated 15,000  s.  of  Gibson  in  extreme  w.  Ter- 
rebonne,  LA  26  Feb  (SWC,  DLD)  was  an  as- 
tounding winter  total  and  may  have  involved 
an  influx  of  spring  migrants.  Always  a decent 
find  in  the  Region,  a Cinnamon  Teal  was  near 
Cameron,  Cameron,  LA  19  Dec  (ph.  MW). 
About  5000  Ring-necked  Ducks  s.  of  Gibson 
26  Feb  (SWC,  DLD)  was  a significant  con- 


Two  subadult  Trumpeter  Swans  in  the  Monroe  area  of  Ouachita  Parish  from  1 2 January 
into  early  March  (here  1 8 February)  201 0 were  the  first  confirmed  in  Louisiana  in  al- 
most a century.  Photograph  by  Stephen  L Pagans. 


276 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


ARKANSAS  & LOUISIANA 


centration.  Some  excellent  Louisiana  counts 
of  normally  scarce  Greater  Scaup  included 
120  on  L.  Pontchartrain  at  New  Orleans  15 
Feb  (DPM)  and  24  at  LaBranche  marsh,  St. 
Charles  20  Feb  (MW).  A Surf  Scoter  at  L.  Dar- 
danelle,  Yell  2 Dec-6  Feb  (K6arLN,  DB)  pro- 
vided Arkansas  with  its  first  Feb  occurrence; 
in  Louisiana;  up  to  2 were  in  the  Holly 
Beach/Johnsons  Bayou  area  of  Cameron  6-13 
Dec  (PEC,  BMM,  DP);  one  was  off  Rutherford 
Beach,  Cameron  31  Dec  QBo,  DBo);  and  the 
first  for  Madison  (in  the  state’s  ne.  corner)  was 
found  27  Dec  QBo,  DBo).  An  ad.  male  White- 
winged Scoter  at  L.  Dardenelle,  Yell  26 
Dec-28  Feb  (K&LN)  and  a female  Long- 
tailed Duck  at  L.  Maumelle,  Pulaski  23  Jan 
(DB)  were  the  only  reports  of  those  species. 
Although  a scarce  but  regular  visitor  s.  to  the 
coast,  15  female  Common  Goldeneyes  seen 
flying  westward  off  Cameron  19  Dec  (DPM) 
were  a surprise.  A total  of  five  Arkansas  re- 
ports of  Common  Mergansers  was  above  av- 
erage; all  involved  one  or  2 individuals  found 
in  the  nw.  corner  of  the  state  in  Benton-Wash- 
ington  9 Dec-17  Jan  (MAM,  JP,  JCN,  ph.  JBr, 
DS  et  al.),  the  exception  being  one  in  the  ne. 
at  Mallard  L.,  Mississippi  7 Dec  (RH). 

LOONS THROUGH  STORK 

Arkansas’s  (and  the  Region’s)  2nd  Yellow- 
billed Loon  was  seen  briefly  at  L.  Maumelle, 
Pulaski  7 Feb  (ph.  JiD)  and  again  10  Feb 
(K&LN);  the  other  occurrence  dates  back  to 
19-30  Nov  1991  in  nw.  Arkansas’s  Catroll. 
Completing  the  season’s  trifecta  of  rare  loons 
in  Arkansas  were  a Red-throated  at  L. 
Maumelle  24  Jan-19  Feb  (DBr,  PB,  DS, 
K&LN,  m.ob.),  and  a continuing  (from  late 
Nov)  Pacific  there  through  13  Feb  (KH, 
K&LN,  DS,  SH,  David  Ray,  DMcC). 

Always  a treat  in  the  Region,  a Western 
Grebe  was  well  documented  at  L.  Georgia 
Pacific,  Ashley,  AR  1 Jan  (ph.  Kelly  Chitwood, 
Rick  Burson,  Joe  Cambre);  another  was  con- 
firmed at  Holly  Beach,  Cameron,  LA  22  Jan 
(ph.  MW).  Additional  Aechmophonis,  presum- 
ably also  Westerns,  reported  from  Arkansas 
included  singles  at  L.  Columbia,  Columbia  19 
Dec  (Darrell  & Debbie  Chatelain)  and  on  L. 
Dardanelle  at  Russellville,  Pope  18  Feb  (Chris 
Kellner).  The  inland  Brown  Pelican  phenome- 
non continued,  with  ads.  at  Buhlow  L., 
Pineville,  Rapides  3 Dec  (ph.  JVH)  and  Baton 
Rouge  24  Feb  (EIJ  et  al).  Neotropic  Cor- 
morants were  well  inland  in  Rapides,  LA  near 
Cheneyville  19  Dec  (RJB)  and  near  Alexandria 
8 Feb  (ph.  JVH).  An  Anhinga  at  EN.W.R.  1 Jan 
(LA,  TM)  was,  surprisingly,  Arkansas’s  first 
winter  occurrence  since  Dec  1998  and  possi- 
bly the  first  ever  in  the  month  of  Jan;  7 in  ne. 
Louisiana’s  Madison  19  Dec  (ph.  DR,  Bruce 


Reid,  Blaine  Elliot)  were  also 
unusual  so  far  inland.  Espe- 
cially rare  in  mid-  through 
late  winter,  2 Least  Bitterns 
were  detected  in  s. 

Louisiana,  one  at  Cameron 
Prairie  N.W.R.  5 Jan  (ph. 

JBo,  DBo),  the  other  in  s. 

Terrebonne  18  Jan  (PAW,  ph. 

DPM).  Particularly  notewor- 
thy among  this  season’s  as- 
sortment of  waders  lingering 
in  the  n.  interior  was  a 
Green  Heron  at  Little  Rock, 

Pulaski  11  Jan  (JiD;  only 
about  the  4th  Arkansas  oc- 
currence for  Jan-Feb)  and  7 
imm.  Black-crowned  Night- 
Herons  at  C.N.F.  16  Dec 
(DB).  Wintering  Yellow- 
crowned  Night-Herons  in- 
cluded an  ad.  at  Laplace,  St. 

John-the  Baptist  26  Dec  (R. 

Martin  Guidry),  2 ads.  near 
Sweet  Lake,  Cameron  5 Jan 
(SWC,  ph.  DLD),  2 ads.  near 
Leeville,  Lafourche  23  Jan 
(PAW,  DPM,  RDP),  and  an 
imm.  in  Plaquemines  14  Feb 
(PAW).  Only  the  2nd  winter 
occurrence  for  the  n.  half  of 
Arkansas,  55  White  Ibis  in 
Woodruff  17  Dec  (DS,  JA) 
also  established  a new  sea- 
sonal high  count;  also  note- 
worthy were  110  in  Madi- 
son, LA  19  Dec  (ph.  DR).  An 
unidentihed  Plegadis  ibis  at  C.N.F  20  Dec 
(DB)  added  to  just  a handful  of  other  winter 
occurrences  of  the  complex  in  Arkansas. 
Roseate  Spoonbills  lingering  well  inland  in- 
cluded up  to  15  at  Cotile  L.,  Rapides  through 
3 Dec  QVH)  and  one  in  Catahoula,  LA  28  Dec 
(JBo,  DBo).  Over  the  years,  there  have  been 
occasional  winter  sight  reports  of  Wood 
Storks  in  Louisiana,  but  an  ad.  near  Cocodrie, 
Terrebonne  20  Jan-8  Feb  (ph.  JC,  Jennifer 
Conover)  may  represent  the  first  winter  oc- 
currence supported  by  hard  evidence. 


Rare  in  winter,  and  seldom  so  obliging,  this  Least  Bittern  posed  in  the  sun  on  a cold 
day  at  Cameron  Prairie  National  Wildlife  Refuge  near  Sweet  Lake,  Cameron  Parish, 
Louisiana  5 January  2010.  Photograph  by  Devin  Easier. 


Here  bracketed  by  Greater  Yellowlegs,  this  male  Ruff  near  Lake  Arthur,  Jefferson 
Davis  Parish  20-25  (here  21)  February  2010  was  the  first  photographically  docu- 
mented in  Louisiana  since  2001 . Photograph  by  Bob  Pierson. 


VULTURES  THROUGH  CRANES 

An  estimated  800  Turkey  Vultures  s.  of  Gibson 
26  Feb  (SWC,  DLD)  provided  another  amaz- 
ing count  from  this  very  birdy  area.  A Swal- 
low-tailed Kite  in  Plaquemines  26  Feb  (Walker 
Wilson,  Julia  Battle)  continued  the  recent 
trend  of  early  arrivals  in  mid-late  Feb.  White- 
tailed Kites  in  Orleans  6 Dec  (RDP),  at 
Boothville,  Plaquemines  29  Dec  (vt.  PAW,  GO, 
MH,  RDP),  and  in  Natchitoches  19  Jan  (ph.  JT, 
TD)  were  noteworthy  outside  of  sw. 


This  Ash-throated  Flycatcher  at  the  Red  River  National 
Wildlife  Refuge  headquarters  unit  in  Bossier  Parish, 
Louisiana  27  January  201 0 was  one  of  at  least  six  found  in 
the  Arkansas  & Louisiana  region  this  winter  but  repre- 
sented only  the  third  to  be  found  in  northern  Louisiana. 
Photograph  by  Jeff  Trahan. 
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Hawks  were  found  29  Dec-31  Jan  just  in  low- 
er Plaquemines  (ph.  DPM,  vt.  PAW,  ph.  JBo, 
DBo,  vt.  GO,  TT,  RDP  et  al.),  and  another  4 
near  Cameron  19-31  Dec  (ph.  DPM,  PAW,  ph. 
BMM,  ph.  PEC,  JBo,  DBo)  made  for  another 
exceptional  winter  for  the  species  on  the 
coast.  Swainson’s  Hawks  also  made  a good 
showing  in  extreme  s.  Louisiana,  with  at  least 
6 imms.  in  lower  Plaquemines  29  Dec-2  Feb 
(ph.  DPM,  vt.  PAW,  ph.  JBo,  DBo,  vt.  GO,  TT, 
RDP  et  al),  plus  singles  near  Cameron  19  Dec 
(ph.  MW)  and  near  Paradis,  St.  Charles  6 Feb 
(DPM,  PAW).  Rough-legged  Hawks  were  ob- 
served at  H.B.N.W.R.  4-16  Jan  (LA,  JiD,  DS, 
KH,  SH,  Bruce  Tedford;  light  morph)  and  in 
Jefferson,  AR  28  Dec  (RHD,  Lyndal  York;  dark 
morph  ad.);  there  has  been 
only  one  other  report  since 
2005.  Always  worthy  of  men- 
tion, Golden  Eagles  were  con- 
hrmed  (all  in  Arkansas)  near 
Victor,  Pope  14  Dec  (LA),  at 
Buffalo  National  River,  Marion 
16  Dec  (LA),  n.  of  Pine  Bluff  28 
Dec  (K&LN),  and  at 
H.B.N.W.R.  4 Jan  (LA).  At  least 
2-3  Crested  Caracaras  in  the 
Cameron/Holly  Beach  area  19- 
31  Dec  (BMM,  PEC,  CGB, 
DPM,  PAWJPy  Theresa  Cross, 
JBo,  DBo)  reflected  a continu- 
ing recent  presence  on  the  im- 
mediate coast;  one  in  Vermilion 
23  Jan  (EIJ,  MTP,  GJP)  was  rel- 
atively far  east.  Still  a very  good 
winter  bird  in  the  n.  interior,  a 
Peregrine  Falcon  was  spotted 
at  H.B.N.W.R.  4 Jan  (LA). 

A Sora  at  Fayetteville  20 
Dec  (Jason  Luscier,  Jeff  Kim- 
mons,  Maureen  McClung) 
made  only  the  2nd  winter  oc- 
currence for  n.  Arkansas. 
Among  the  several  high  counts 
generated  in  the  Gibson  area 
26  Feb,  some  65,000  Ameri- 
can Coots  were  estimated 
(SWC,  DLD).  There  were  five 
Arkansas  reports  of  Sandhill 
Cranes:  one  present  near  Kelso 
16  Dec-19  Jan  (DB,  Rosemary 
Baxter,  JBa)  was  presumably 
attempting  to  winter  in  the 
area,  but  one  at  L.  Conway, 
Faulkner  13  Feb  (Daniel  Har- 
vey), an  amazing  125  in  two  flocks  headed 
northward  at  C.N.L  25  Feb  (DB,  JBa),  and  3 
followed  westbound  for  almost  12  km  in 
Yell/Logan  28  Feb  (K&LN)  were  probable 
northbound  migrants;  4 near  Arkadelphia, 
Clark  28  Feb  (DS,  SH,  Don  Harrington)  may 


White-breasted  Nuthatches  are  always  a big  surprise  in  southern  Louisiana,  but 
this  individual  at  Harahan,  Jefferson  Parish  10-20  (here  10)  February  2010  was  ap- 
parently the  southernmost  ever  found  in  the  state.  Photograph  byLizette  Wroten. 

Louisiana.  An  impressive  91  Bald  Eagles  were 
counted  in  the  Gibson  area  26  Feb  (SWC, 

DLD).  The  wintering  Harris’s  Hawk  found  in 
early  Nov  near  Rayne,  Acadia,  LA  remained 
through  7 Feb  (ph.  DBo,  JBo,  TT,  ph.  PEC, 
m.ob.).  Possibly  as  many  as  20  Broad-winged 


Louisiana's  third  Tropical  Kingbird,  its  identification  con- 
firmed by  vocalizations,  was  seen  by  numerous  observers 
near  Braithwaite,  upper  Plaquemines  Parish  20  (here  28) 
February  into  early  March  201 0;  it  was  the  first  of  its 
species  to  be  found  in  winter  in  the  state.  Photograph  by 
Phillip  A.  Wallace. 


Although  Tropical/Couch's  Kingbirds  are  now  reported  annually  in  Louisiana,  rela- 
tively few  individuals  are  identified  to  species  because  they  seldom  vocalize  or 
allow  close  studies  over  an  extended  period.  An  exception  was  this  vocal  Couch's 
Kingbird  near  Ridge,  Lafayette  Parish  29  December  2009  through  23  (here  2)  Jan- 
uary 2010.  Photograph  by  Devin  Bosler. 


also  have  been  spring  migrants  but  were  at 
the  same  location  were  2 had  been  present  on 
the  local  Christmas  count.  In  Louisiana,  5 
Sandhills  near  Thornwell  20  Dec  (BF,  CGB  et 
al.)  were  noteworthy,  although  a sizeable 
flock  has  become  established  not  too  far  away 
“as  the  crane  flies”  near  Holmwood,  Cal- 
casieu, where  600  were  counted  5 Jan  (BMM, 
Irvin  Louque,  MTP,  GJP). 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH  GULLS 

Five  Black-bellied  Plovers  on  the  Mississippi 
R.,  Madison  22  Dec  (ph.  DR,  Mark  Bonta, 
Reid  Bishop,  Cory  Toyota)  represented  the 
northernmost  winter  occurrence  for 
Louisiana;  300  at  Port  Fourchon  23  Jan  (PAW, 
DPM,  RDP)  made  a spectacular  single  locali- 
ty count.  A presumed  American  Golden- 
Plover  near  Crowley,  Acadia  31  Dec-2  Jan 
(ph.  PEC,  BF,  DP,  BMM)  was  completely  un- 
expected and  the  first  found  in  Louisiana  be- 
tween 17  Dec  and  21  Feb.  Modest  numbers  of 
Snowy  Plovers  were  once  again  found  along 
the  se.  Louisiana  coast,  where  formerly  con- 
sidered rare,  and  modest  numbers  of  Wilson’s 
Plovers,  also  formerly  considered  rare  in  win- 
ter, were  detected  along  the  entire  coast 
(m.ob.).  Formerly  extremely  rare  in  winter  n. 
of  the  immediate  coast,  Semipalmated  Plovers 
continue  to  be  found  slightly  inland  with  in- 
creasing frequency;  this  winter,  3 were  locat- 
ed near  Thornwell  20  Dec,  4 were  there  21 
Feb  (both  SWC,  DLD),  2 were  near  Kaplan, 
Vermilion  4 Jan  (ph.  JBo,  DBo),  and  one  was 
near  Sweet  Lake  5 Jan  (MW,  Robby  Bacon). 
Concentrations  of  2700  Killdeer  in  the  Lake 
Arthur  area  (PEC)  and  1500  at  Reserve,  St. 
John-the-Baptist  (MW),  both  17  Jan,  possibly 
reflected  a mid-winter  surge  from  points  n.  af- 
ter frigid  temps  the  previous  week.  Another 
good  winter  shorebird  for  ne.  Louisiana  was  a 
Black-necked  Stilt  between  Mound  and  Delta, 
Madison  19  Dec  (ph.  DR,  BR,  BE,J.  & L.  Car- 
penter). Probably  representing  a late  fall 
straggler,  an  American  Avocet  at  C.N.F  5 Dec 
(DB)  was  nevertheless  one  of  very  few  winter 
season  occurrences  for  Arkansas.  Three  near 
Ville  Platte,  Evangeline,  LA  14  Dec  (ph.  MW) 
and  33  in  Madison  9 Jan  (ph.  DR)  were  more 
likely  attempting  to  winter  in  the  interior;  a 
whopping  2400  were  on  the  coast  at  Grand 
Chenier,  Cameron,  LA  15  Feb  (DP).  Other 
large  shorebirds  unusual  away  from  the  im- 
mediate coast  included  a Willet  near  Thorn- 
well 20  Dec  OS  et  al),  9 Long-billed  Curlews 
near  Sweet  Lake  5 Jan  (MTP,  GJP),  5 Marbled 
Godwits  near  Thornwell  (SWC,  ph.  DLD, 
Kevin  Colley,  Jennifer  Alexander),  and  anoth- 
er in  extreme  sw.  Jefferson  Davis,  s.  of  Hayes 
(ph.  M&CM),  both  20  Dec.  Western  Sand- 
pipers are  rare  winter  birds  in  the  Region  n.  of 
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s.  Louisiana,  so  2 near  Dagmar,  Woodmjf  17 
Dec  (DS,  JA)  were  of  interest.  An  estimated 
10,500  Westerns,  along  with  17,500  Dunlins 
and  8000  (presumed  mostly)  Short-billed 
Dowitchers  were  concentrated  in  the  Port 
Fourchon/Elmer’s  1.  area,  Lafourche,  LA  23  Jan 
(PAW,  DPM,  RDP).  Perhaps  the  best  shorebird 
of  the  season  was  a Ruff  near  Lake  Arthur,  Je/- 
Jerson  Davis  20-25  Feb  (ph.  PEC,  ph.  DLD, 
SWC,  ph.  Bob  Pierson,  ph.  EIJ,  CSE  MW  et 
ah),  the  first  well-documented  Louisiana 
record  in  a number  of  years. 

An  ad.  Laughing  Gull  at  L.  Dardanelle  Lock 
& Dam,  Yell  4-5  Jan  (K&LN)  may  have  been 
the  same  individual  that  has  returned  each 
winter  since  1998.  Five  Franklin’s  Gulls  near 
Lake  Arthur  20  Dec  (ph.  MJM,  KL)  may  have 
been  lingering  stragglers  from  last  fall’s  un- 
precedented influx  into  that  area  of  sw. 
Louisiana;  another  imm.  was  documented  near 
Abbeville,  Vermilion  28  Dec  (ph.  PEC).  Three 
different  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  in 
Arkansas  during  a single  winter  was  unprece- 
dented; all  were  found  at  L.  Dardanelle,  an  ad. 
15  Jan-6  Eeb  (K&LN,  DB),  a first-cycle  bird 
16-31  Jan  (K&LN),  and  a second-cycle  6 Eeb 
(K&LN,  DB);  at  least  10  Lesser  Black-backeds 
were  reported  in  s.  Louisiana  (m.ob.).  Also  at 
L.  Dardanelle,  Arkansas’s  9th  Glaucous  Gull  (a 
first-cycle  bird)  was  found  6-11  Feb  (K&LN, 
DB);  one  was  also  found  near  Abbeville,  Ver- 
milion, LA  19  Jan  (ph.  PEC).  The  only  Great 
Black-backed  Gull  reported  was  an  ad.  on  the 
beach  between  Elmer’s  1.  and  Port  Eourchon  6 
Eeb  (p.a.;  ph.  BMM,  MW). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Inca  Doves  reported  unusually  far  e.  included 
up  to  4 in  New  Orleans  26  Dec-7  Eeb  and  5 
at  Pointe  aux  Chene,  Tetrebonne  21  Eeb  (both 
DPM).  A Barn  Owl  was  found  dead  in  Rogers, 
Benton,  AR  28  Jan  (R.  D.  Madison).  After 
none  were  reported  in  the  Region  the  previ- 
ous winter,  5 Burrowing  Owls  were  located 
along  the  Louisiana  coast:  at  Holly  Beach  13- 
19  Dec  (ph.  PEC,  ph.  BMM,  ph.  DP,  ph.  Tom 
Finnic,  MTP,  GJP,  JPV),  3 different  individuals 
near  Port  Fourchon,  including  one  on  22  Dec 
(SWC,  ph.  Richard  DeMay)  and  2 at  a differ- 
ent location  6 Feb  (BMM,  Dean  Blanchard, 
Melvin  Weber),  and  another  farther  e.  on 
Chaland  Headland  (barrier  island  restoration 
site  near  Bay  Joe  Wise),  Plaquemines  7 Feb 
(EJR,  MW).  Winter  reports  of  Ruby-throated 
Hummingbirds  have  steadily  increased  in  s. 
Louisiana,  but  the  species  remains  exception- 
ally rare  farther  inland.  Thus,  one  at  Little 
Rock  from  Oct  2009  through  10  Feb  (b. 
DMcS,  TB,  Jack  & Bobbi  Guenrich,  DS)  and 
another,  also  in  Pulaski,  6 Dec  (Nina  Orsini, 
b.  BS  fide  DS)  were  cause  for  excitement;  the 


former  individual  may  represent  the  first 
Arkansas  example  of  a winterer  surviving  into 
Feb.  Arkansas’s  6th  Calliope  Hummingbird 
involved  a probable  second-year  male  near 
Ferndale,  Pulaski  31  Jan  (Mr.  & Mrs.  James 
Major,  ph.  DS,  SH),  which  had  been  present 
since  the  previous  Oct.  A bumper  crop  of 
about  9 Rufous  Hummingbirds  in  Arkansas 
turned  up  mostly  in  the  Little  Rock  area  but 
included  two  somewhat  more  unusual  ap- 
pearances farther  nw.  in  the  Fayetteville  area: 
one  present  through  10  Dec  (SCa,  fide  DS), 
and  the  other  observed  from  20  Nov  into  late 
Dec  (Ann  Johnson,  Jlde  DS).  The  Little  Rock 
area  birds  included  an  ad.  male  29  Nov-5  Dec 
(Cindy  Franklin,  DS,  SH),  an  imm.  male  6 
Dec+  (Carolyn  Birdsong,  b.  BS,  fide  DS),  an 
ad.  female  7 Dec-22  Jan  (Daryl  & Carol  Mey- 
erdirk,  b.  DMcS,  TB,  fide  DS),  an  ad.  female  9 
Dec+  (Carolyn  Bettinger,  ph.  DS,  SH,  b.  LW), 
an  imm.  female  7-24  Jan  (ph.  LW,  ph.  SH  fide 
DS),  and  an  imm.  male  22  Jan  (Betty  & Bill 
Dillon,  b.  DMcS,  TB,  fide  DS).  Perhaps  most 
interesting  was  an  ad.  male  “foreign  recap- 
ture” 13  Dec-27  Jan  (ph.  DS,  SH  ph.  Kelly 
Jobe,  Judy  Russell,  Toby  Chu,  DMcS)  that  had 
been  previously  banded  Jan  2009  in  se. 
Louisiana. 

A rarity  on  the  se.  Louisiana  barrier  is- 
lands, a Downy  Woodpecker  was  present  at 
Grand  Isle,  Jefferson  23  Jan+  (PAW,  DPM, 
RDP).  An  unidentihed  Empidonax  flycatcher 
(description  suggests  Pacific-slope,  Cordiller- 
an,  or  Yellow-bellied)  at  FN.W.R.  1 Jan  (LA) 
was  only  the  2nd  Arkansas  winter  occurrence 
for  the  genus.  In  s.  Louisiana,  a few  Empido- 
nax are  usually  found  each  winter,  and  most 
are  identified  as  Least  Flycatchers,  including 
this  winter’s  near  Thornwell  20  Dec  (DPM, 
PAW),  at  Bayou  Sauvage  N.W.R.  23  Dec+ 
(PAW,  CD,  RSe),  and  in  Ve?'milion  4 Jan  QBo, 
DBo).  A presumably  returning  Say’s  Phoebe 
was  present  in  sw.  Catahoula,  LA  19  Dec 
Qonathan  Clark,  RJB);  “new”  Say’s  were  dis- 
covered near  Homer,  Claiborne,  LA  5 Dec-23 
Jan  (ph.  JoD,  ph.  SLP,  ph.  RSe,  m.ob.),  and  in 
frigid  Maysville,  Benton  6 Jan  QCN).  A 'Ver- 
milion Flycatcher  at  Black  Bayou  Lake  N.W.R. 
27  Dec  OBo,  DBo)  was  quite  far  inland,  and 
singles  near  St.  Gabriel  12  Nov-earlyjan  (ph. 
Lisa  Head),  at  Ft.  Jackson  3-29  Dec  (GO,  vt. 
PAW,  MH)  and  near  Braithwaite,  upper 
Plaquemines  20  Feb+  (vt.  GO,  ph.  DPM,  vt. 
PAW,  m.ob.)  were  in  se.  Louisiana,  where  the 
species  is  relatively  rare.  Arkansas’s  first  Ash- 
throated  Flycatcher  was  a one-day  wonder 
near  Lonoke,  Lonoke  20  Dec  (K&LN,  DS).  No 
fewer  than  5 Ash-throateds  were  found  in 
Louisiana  during  the  period,  the  most  inter- 
esting of  which  was  the  3rd  for  nw.  Louisiana, 
at  Red  River  N.W.R.  headquarters  unit. 


Arkansas's  first,  this  Varied  Thrush  visited  snowy  Jonesboro, 
Craighead  County  29  (here  30)  January  through  1 February 
2010.  Photograph  by  Joe  Stallings. 


About  the  tenth  state  record,  the  majority  of  which  are  also 
from  winter,  this  Townsend's  Warbler  near  Fort  Jackson, 
Plaquemines  Parish  29  December  2009  (here)  through  10 
January  2010  also  represented  the  first  verified  record  from 
southeastern  Louisiana.  Photograph  by  Devin  Bosler. 


This  cooperative  male  Western  Tanager  frequented  a neigh 
borhood  in  Little  Rock,  Pulaski  County  31  January  through 
26  (here  21 ) February  201 0;  there  are  about  nine  previous 
Arkansas  records  of  the  species,  only  two  from  winter. 
Photograph  by  Gail  Miller. 
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A first-year  male  Black-headed  Grosbeak  frequented  Butte  La  Rose,  St.  Martin  Parish 
from  1 8 December  2009  into  February  201 0 (here  23  February),  one  of  at  least  five 
found  in  southern  Louisiana  during  the  period.  Photograph  by  Dave  Patton. 


Bossier  TJ  Jan  (ph,  JT).  Three  Brown-crested 
Flycatchers  were  reported  from  Plaquemines, 
LA:  near  Diamond  17  Jan  (DPM,  PAW,  RDP), 
near  Ft.  Jackson  31  Jan-2  Feb  (PAW,  DPM, 
RDP,  TT,  GO),  and  near  Braithwaite  28  Feb+ 
(vt.  PAW  DPM,  RDP).  A vocal  Tropical  King- 
bird near  Braithwaite  20  Feb-i-  (GO,  vt.  PAW) 
provided  only  the  3rd  dehnite  Louisiana  oc- 
currence, the  first  found  during  winter,  and 
the  first  “chaseable”  individual.  Also  one  of 
the  more  cooperative  individuals  ever  to  be 
found  in  Louisiana,  a voice-confirmed 
Couch’s  Kingbird  was  located  near  Ridge, 
Lafayette  29  Dec-23  Jan  (KL,  ph,  MJM,  ph., 
v.r.  James  Beck,  ph.  PEC,  ph.  DBo,  JBo).  West- 
ern Kingbird  and  Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher 
numbers  were  down,  with  only  about  5 of  the 
former  reported  in  extreme  se.  Louisiana  4-31 
Jan  (vt.  GO,  DPM,  PAW,  RDP),  and  about  20 
of  the  latter,  also  mainly  in  se.  Louisiana,  19 
Dec-28  Feb  (ph.  MW,  DPM,  vt.  PAW,  RDP,  vt, 
GOetal.). 

A Bell’s  Vireo  at  New  Orleans  26  Dec-7  Feb 
(ph,  DPM)  was  the  only  report.  Lingering 
Blue-headed  Vireos  were  noted  in  the  far  inte- 
rior near  Pine  Bluff  28  Dec  (K&LN)  and  at 
FN.W.R.  1 Jan  (LA,  TM).  A late  Tree  Swallow 
at  L.  Elmdale,  Elm  Springs,  Wcislii?igtoti  4 Dec 
(MAM)  was  only  the  2nd  Dec  occurrence  for 
Arkansas.  A Northern  Rough-winged  Swallow 
at  Reserve  26  Dec  (MW)  was  the  only  report 
submitted.  Adding  to  the  slowly  growing  list 
of  winter  Cave  Swallow  occurrences,  2 were 
near  Cameron  4 Jan  (ph.  JVH)  and  another  at 
Gibbstown,  Cameron  5 Jan  (JBo,  DBo);  also  in- 
triguing was  a Cave/Cliff  at  Reserve  26  Dec 
(MW).  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  were  almost 
totally  absent  and  avoided  the  Regional  “goose 
egg”  only  by  virtue  of  singles  in  Garland,  AR  3 
Jan  (John  G.  Anthony)  and  s.  of  Thornwell  in 
Cameron  20  Dec  (PAW,  DPM).  Two  White- 
breasted Nuthatches  in  West  Feliciana  30  Jan 


(ph.  Jane  Patterson)  and  one 
in  Harahan,  Jefferson  10-20 
Eeb  (ph.  Lizette  Wroten,  ph. 
MM  et  al.)  had  strayed  well 
s.  of  their  normal  haunts  in 
n.  and  cen.  Louisiana.  A 
Rock  Wren  first  detected  in 
mid-Oct  near  Millwood  S.P., 
Millwood  L.,  Little  River,  AR 
was  seen  intermittently 
through  17  Feb  (Charles 
Mills).  Five  lingering  Blue- 
gray  Gnatcatchers  found  in 
cen.  and  s.-cen.  Arkansas  20 
Dec-1  Jan  (DS,  Bill  Shep- 
herd, K&LN,  LA,  TM,  RHD, 
Lyndal  York)  was  above  av- 
erage. Arkansas’s  11th 
Townsend’s  Solitaire  was 
studied  briefly  at  H.B.N.W.R.  10  Jan  (LA).  Vy- 
ing for  best  bird  of  the  season  in  Arkansas  was 
the  state’s  first  Varied  Thrush  at  Jonesboro, 
Craighead  29  Jan-1  Feb  (ph.  Joe  Stallings); 
unfortunately,  the  bird’s  presence  could  not  be 
publicized. 

A Nashville  Warbler  sighted  in  Caddo  5 Dec 
Games  L.  Ingold)  may  have  been  a very  late  mi- 
grant, but  another  in  Natchitoches  19  Jan  (TD) 
was  only  the  2nd  late  winter  occurrence  for 
Louisiana  and  the  first  from  n.  Louisiana.  Yel- 
low Warblers  were  observed  at  Buras  31  Jan 
(DPM)  and  at  St.  Bernard  S.P.,  St.  Bernard,  LA 
20  Feb  (vt.  GO).  Winter  Magnolia  Warblers  are 
exceptionally  rare,  but  finding  2 at  once  is  un- 
heard of;  such  was  the  case  near  Ft,  Jackson, 
LA  6 Jan  (vt.  GO,  TT,  MM).  Very  rare  at  any 
time  in  Louisiana,  an  Audubon’s  Warbler  was 
reported  from  Bayou  Gauche,  St.  Charles  18  Jan 
(RDP).  Spicing  up  the  (at  least)  3 Black-throat- 
ed Green  Warblers  (vt.  PAW,  vt.  GO,  MM,  TT, 
DPM)  and  6 Yellow-throated  Warblers  (GO, 
JBo,  ph.  PAW,  MM,  DC,  TT,  DPM)  found  in 
lower  Placiucmines  during  the  period  was  a 
Townsend’s  Warbler  (GO,  MH,  vt.  PAW,  ph. 
DPM,  ph.  DBo,  JBo),  about  the  10th  for 
Louisiana.  Additional  wintering  Yellow-throat- 
ed Warblers  detected  in  s.  Louisiana  were  near 
the  Lacassine  N.WR.  headquarters  20  Dec 
(PEC),  at  L.  Martin,  St.  Martin  26  Jan  (Danny 
M.  Dobbs),  and  at  Montegut,  Terrebonne  21  Feb 
(RDP,  DPM).  Three  Prairie  Warblers  were  tal- 
lied during  the  New  Orleans  C.B.C.,  Oiieans/St. 
Bernard  26  Dec  (Christie  Riehl,  Jennifer  Coul- 
son,  Tom  Coulson,  DPM,  ph.  PAW,  MH),  and 
another  was  found  in  Terrebonne  18  Jan  (PAW). 
Palm  Warblers  at  Buffalo  National  River  16  Dec 
(LA)  and  at  FN.W.R.  1 Jan  (LA,  TM)  were  good 
birds  for  the  deep  interior.  Black-and-white 
Warblers  near  Sorrento,  Ascension  6 Dec-16 
Jan  (ph.  JVH)  and  near  Catahoula  L.,  LaSalle 
19  Dec  (RJB)  were  decent  finds  away  from  the 
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coastal  parishes.  An  Ovenbird  near  Buras  29 
Dec  QBo,  DBo)  was  the  only  one  reported.  Six- 
teen Northern  Waterthrushes  was  a hefty  total, 
with  most  concentrated  in  s.-cen.  and  se. 
Louisiana,  including  9 located  in  the 
Dulac/Cocodrie  area  of  Terrebonne  3 & 18  Jan 
(ph.  DPM,  vt.  PAW).  A Wilson’s  Warbler  along 
Crooked  Cr.  near  Harrison,  Boone  14  Dec  (ph. 
Leesia  Marshall)  was  only  the  2nd  ever  found 
in  Arkansas  in  winter.  A Yellow-breasted  Chat 
near  Ville  Platte  14  Dec  (MW)  was  a good  win- 
ter find  and  relatively  far  inland. 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Summer  Tanager  near  St.  Gabriel  26  Dec-2 
Jan  (SWe,  ph.  DLD)  was,  surprisingly,  the 
only  one  reported.  Arkansas’s  10th  (and  3rd 
from  winter)  Western  Tanager  delighted 
many  at  Little  Rock  31  Jan-26  Feb  (Ed  Faster, 
ph.  DS,  ph.  Gail  Miller,  ph.  JBr,  Terry  Butler, 
m.ob.).  In  Louisiana,  one  was  seen  briefly  at 
Grand  Isle  22-23  Dec  (female,  not  same  bird 
reported  previous  Nov;  ph.  EIJ,  MW),  and  an- 
other was  at  St.  Rose,  St.  Charles  15  Feb 
(EJR).  Always  notable  in  the  Region,  a female 
Spotted  Towhee  continuing  at  Little  Rock  21 
Nov-23  Dec  and  a male  there  17-23  Jan  (Mel 
White,  DS,  SH,  m.ob.)  were  relatively  far  e. 
for  Arkansas;  in  Louisiana,  the  species  was  re- 
ported from  Athens,  Claiborne  29  Dec  QoD), 
e.  of  Cameron  31  Dec  (ph.  MW,  ph.  EIJ),  and 
in  Sabine,  LA  10  Feb  (ph.  JT,  TD).  One  of  the 
more  prominent  phenomena  of  the  season 
was  the  influx  of  American  Tree  Sparrows 
into  Arkansas.  A few  are  usually  found  most 
winters  in  extreme  nw.  Arkansas,  but  this  sea- 
son there  were  about  a dozen  reports  from  the 
BentonAVashington  area  10  Dec+  (AS,  DS,  SH, 

KH,  JiD,  JCN,  MAM,  JP,  DOu),  including  an  i 

impressive  maximum  of  110  at  Woolsey  Wet  ' 

Prairie  19  Jan  QCN-  DBr,  PB).  Small  numbers  j 
were  also  encountered  farther  s.,  including  j 
one  in  Ozark  N.E,  Pope  14  Dec,  8 at  FN.W.R.  ! 
1 Jan,  and  5 at  H.B.N.W.R.  4 Jan  (all  LA);  ; 
much  to  the  chagrin  of  Louisiana  observers,  ! 
none  could  be  found  s.  of  the  Arkansas  bor- 
der. Another  irregular  winter  visitor  in  the  far  ; 
interior  was  a Lark  Sparrow  at  H.B.N.W.R.  4 i 
Jan  (LA).  A Grasshopper  Sparrow  at  FN.W.R. 

1 Jan  (LA,  TM)  was  only  the  3rd  or  4th  win-  j 
ter  record  for  Arkansas.  Adding  to  the  grow-  j 
ing  list  of  Henslow’s  Sparrows  away  from  typ-  j; 
ical  “pine  savannah”  habitat  were  singles  near  i 
Sweet  Lake  5 Jan  (SWC,  ph.  DLD)  and  at  Re- 
serve 9 Feb  (RJS,  MW).  For  the  4th  year  in  a 
row,  small  numbers  of  Nelson's  Sparrows  lin- 
gered in  uncut  rice  fields  inland  from  normal 
coastal  saltmarsh  habitat  in  sw.  Louisiana,  in-  i 
eluding  4 near  Thornwell  20  Dec  (SWC,  | 
DLD).  Rare  s.  Louisiana,  Harris’s  Sparrows  j 
were  at  Johnsons  Bayou  6 Dec  (ph.  PEC)  and 
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near  Welsh,  Jefferson  Davis  26  Jan  QS,  CSF, 
ph.  EIJ).  Convincing  reports  of  male  Oregon 
juncos  were  received  from  Fayetteville  26  Dec 
(Sara  Caulk,  ph.  Bob  Caulk)  and  near  Harri- 
son 15  Feb  (Sheree  & Hank  Rogers). 

Contrary  to  what  one  might  expect,  Rose- 
breasted Grosbeaks  are  usually  the  rarer 
Pheucticus  in  winter,  and  such  was  the  case 
again  this  year,  with  only  one  Rose-breasted 
found,  near  Ft.  Jackson  31  Jan  (DPM,  vt.  PAW, 
RDP).  In  contrast,  and  on  the  heels  of  a rela- 
tively good  fall  showing  in  Louisiana,  there 
were  several  reports  of  Black-headed  Gros- 
beaks, with  individuals  documented  near 
Butte  La  Rose,  St.  Martin  18  Dec+  0™  Dela- 
houssaye,  ph.  DP),  at  Reserve  29  Dec  (RJS),  in 
Terrebonne  3 Jan  (DPM,  PAW),  at  Thibodaux, 
Lafourche  18  Feb  (NLN,  ph.  Joan  Garvey,  Beth 
& Sammy  Maniscalco),  and  at  Harahan  20 
Feb+  (CDiS,  ph.  MM  et  al).  After  none  were 
reported  the  previous  winter,  3 Blue  Gros- 
beaks were  found,  including  single  female- 
plumaged  birds  at  Reserve  26  Dec  (RJS),  at 
Buras  29  Dec-10  Jan  (DPM),  and  in  Teire- 
bonne  18  Jan  (PAW,  DPM).  An  Indigo  Bunting 
at  Lakeview,  Baxter  5 Jan  (Jim  Gaston)  marked 
about  the  9th  winter  record  for  Arkansas,  and 
another  far  inland  bird  was  in  Madison  9 Jan 


(ph.  DR).  About  11  Indigo  Buntings  and  9 
Painted  Buntings  reported  from  s.  Louisiana 
during  the  period  (m.ob.)  were  somewhat 
higher  totals  compared  to  the  previous  winter. 
Only  4 Dickcissels  reported  included  one  rel- 
atively far  n.  near  Alexadria  23  Jan  (ph.  PEC, 
JC).  An  ad.  male  Orchard  Oriole  near  Ft.  Jack- 
son  6 Jan  (DC,  GO)  was  the  only  convincing 
report.  An  ad.  male  Baltimore  Oriole  first 
sighted  21  Nov  at  L.  Elmdale  remained  until  4 
Dec  (MAM,  JP);  an  imm.  male  near  Catahoula 
L.  19  Dec  (RJB)  was  also  unexpected,  espe- 
cially so  far  inland.  A good  assortment  of  Bul- 
lock’s Orioles  in  s.  Louisiana  included  a female 
at  Mandeville,  St.  Tammany  30  Jan-12  Feb 
(ph.  Roxanne  Pique,  Skip  Pique,  John  P Seve- 
nair),  an  imm.  male  at  Metairie,  Jefferson  17 
Feb  (NLN),  and  an  ad.  male  at  Baton  Rouge 
13  Feb+  (ph.  John  & Wendy  Lovelace,  ph. 
Dennis  Demcheck).  Pine  Siskins  were  almost 
non-existent,  with  but  a single  report  of  a 
heard-only  bird  just  s.  of  Thornwell  in 
Cameron  20  Dec  (DPM). 

Initialed  observers  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Leif  Anderson,  John  Andre,  Dick 
Baxter,  Jeff  Baxter  QBa),  Tana  Beasley,  Devin 
Bosler  (DBo),  Justin  Bosler  OBo),  Dennis  Brad- 


dy  (DBr),  Pat  Braddy  Christopher  G.  Brantley, 
RogerJ.  Breedlove,  Jacque  Brown  OBr),  Steven 
W.  Cardiff  (Louisiana),  Dan  Carroll,  Sara 
Caulk  (SCa),  John  Conover,  Paul  E.  Conover, 
Terry  Davis,  John  Dillon  (JoD),  Cathy  DiSalvo, 
Donna  L.  Dittmann,  Jim  Dixon  O'D)-  Robert 
H.  Doster,  Blaine  Elliot,  Carol  S.  Foil,  Bill 
Fontenot,  Michael  Hilferty  Karen  Holliday, 
Samantha  Holschbach,  Ron  Howard,  Jay  V. 
Huner,  Erik  1.  Johnson,  Kevin  Leigh,  Theresa 
Mathews,  Delos  McCauley  (DMcC),  Don  Mc- 
Swain  (DMcS),  Mary  and  Cham  Mehaffey, 
Michael  A.  Mlodinow,  Michael  J.  Musumeche, 
David  P.  Muth,  B.  Mac  Myers,  Joseph  C.  Neal 
(Arkansas),  Nancy  L.  Newfield,  Kenny  and 
LaDonna  Nichols,  Don  Ouellet,  Glenn  Ousset, 
Stephen  L.  Pagans,  Joanie  Patterson,  Dave  Pat- 
ton, Robert  D.  Purrington,  E.  J.  Raynor,  Bruce 
Reid,  David  Ringer,  Bob  Sargent,  Jacob  Saucier, 
Dan  Scheiman,  Rosemary  Seidler  (RSe), 
Ronald  J.  Stein,  Jeff  Trahan,  Tom  Trenchard,  J. 
Pat  Valentik,  Phillip  A.  Wallace,  Melvin  We- 
ber, Larry  Witherspoon.  ^ 


Steven  W.  Cardiff,  435  Pecan  Drive 

St.  Gabriel,  Louisiana  70776,  (scardif(S)gmail.com) 
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the  Christmas  Bird  Count  this  year, 
with  participation  in  12  Yukon,  five 
Northwest  Territories,  and  two 
Nunavut  communities,  perhaps  the 
highest  rate  of  C.B.C.  participation 
in  North  America. 


I 
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Cameron  D.  Eckert 


Relatively  mild  fall  weather  gave  way  to 
one  of  the  warmest  winters  on  record 
throughout  the  Region.  The  season  was 
characterized  by  lower-than-average  snowfalls, 
with  little  in  the  way  of  bitter  cold  in  southern 
parts  of  the  Region,  and  record-breaking  high 
temperatures  recorded  at  many  locations  in 
February.  The  Region  was  well  represented  in 


WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
SHOREBIRDS 

Warmer  winters  are  expected  to 
result  in  higher  numbers  of  win- 
tering waterfowl  in  the  North,  and 
that  trend  seems  to  be  underway. 
A flock  of  8 Trumpeter  Swans  was 
at  Johnson’s  Crossing,  s.  Yukon 
through  mid-Jan,  with  at  least  6 
remaining  through  the  season  (ph. 
AS).  The  regular  wintering  flock  of  Mallards 
in  Whitehorse,  s.  Yukon  numbered  26  on  26 
Dec  (CE),  and  4 were  at  Carcross  19  Dec 
(fide  DK).  A Greater  Scaup,  a species  not  pre- 
viously documented  in  winter  in  the  Region 
was  accompanied  by  an  unidentified  scaup 
on  the  Carcross,  s.  Yukon  C.B.C.  19  Dec 
(SyC);  the  former  was  also  seen  there  23  Dec 
(CO,  ph.  HG).  A Ring-necked  Duck,  a 
Yukon  winter  first,  was  at  Marsh  L.  20  Dec 


(HG,  DY).  For  the  past  five  years,  Rankin  In- 
let, Nunavut  has  been  the  only  C.B.C.  in  the 
Region  to  report  Common  Eider;  this  year, 

19  were  counted  2 Jan  (BZ).  Counts  of  win- 
tering Common  Mergansers,  all  from  s. 
Yukon,  included  2 at  Carcross  19  Dec  (fide 
DK),  23  at  Tagish  26  Dec  (SVD),  3 at  White- 
horse 26  Dec  (fide  JH),  and  4 at  Johnson’s 
Crossing  26  Dec  (fide  BS). 

Ruffed  Grouse  is  a fairly  common  winter 
bird,  but  even  so  8 on  the  Mayo,  Yukon 
C.B.C.  29  Dec  (MOD)  was  a good  number. 
Likewise,  12  Spruce  Grouse  was  a relatively 
high  count  on  the  Marsh  Lake,  Yukon  C.B.C. 

20  Dec  (fide  CO).  Willow  Ptarmigan  were 
well  represented  on  Christmas  counts  this 
year:  204  were  counted  at  Yellowknife,  NWT 
3 Jan  (fide  RB),  59  at  Norman  Wells,  NWT  26 
Dec  (fide  RP),  14  at  Haines  Junction,  sw. 
Yukon  19  Dec  (/ideJuB),  10  at  Old  Crow,  n. 
Yukon  26  Dec  (BK,  DK,  LS),  and  2 at  Ft. 
Simpson,  NWT  3 Jan  (StC,  DT).  Despite  few 
fall  reports.  Sharp-tailed  Grouse  numbers 
were  up  on  the  Norman  Wells,  NWT  C.B.C., 
which  recorded  29  on  26  Dec  (fide  RP);  one 
was  seen  on  the  Fort  Simpson,  NWT  C.B.C.  3 
Jan  (CB);  and  the  Yukon’s  only  record  was  of 
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Lincoln's  Sparrow  is  casual  in  winter  in  southern  Yukon;  this  individual  successfully 
wintered  (here  30  January  2010)  at  a Fox  Lake  feeder.  Photograph  by  Ben  Schonewille. 


This  Rusty  Blackbird  shared  feeder  space  with  a Lincoln's  Sparrow  at  Fox  Lake,  Yukon 
through  the  winter  (here  30  January  2010);  like  the  sparrow,  the  blackbird  is  consid- 
ered casual  at  this  season  in  southern  Yukon.  Photograph  by  Ben  Schonewille. 


This  first-year  male  House  Finch  appeared  briefly  at  at  Whitehorse,  Yukon  feeder  10- 
1 1 (here  1 1 ) February  2010.  Photograph  by  Boris  Dobrowolsky. 


2 on  the  Old  Crow  C.B.C.  26  Dec  (BK,  DK, 
LS).  The  Whitehorse,  Yukon  C.B.C.  produced 
another  record-setting  count  of  wintering 
Bald  Eagles,  with  14  on  26  Dec  (jidc  JH);  an 
imin.  Bald  Eagle  seen  at  Hay  River,  NWT  20 
Dec  remained  there  through  the  season  (ph. 
GV).  A Northern  Goshawk  in  pursuit  of  a 
flock  of  Willow  Ptarmigan  was  seen  near  Nor- 
man Wells,  NWT  13  Jan;  another  was  in  the 
vicinity  18  Jan  (DW). 


GULLS  THROUGH 
FINCHES 

The  Eurasian  Collared-Dove 
present  in  Whitehorse  since 
late  Sep  put  in  an  appear- 
ance on  the  26  Dec  C.B.C. 
and  went  on  to  survive  the 
winter  (LC,  m.oh.)  Re- 
searchers monitoring  move- 
ments of  Snowy  Owls  tagged 
with  satellite  transmitters 
have  found  that  sea  ice  in 
Hudson  Strait,  Nunavut  is 
an  important  winter  habitat 
for  some  owls  in  the  western 
Arctic;  the  assumption  is 
that  the  owls  are  preying  on 
seabirds  that  congregate  at 
polynyas  QFT)-  At  least  one 
Snowy  Owl  was  found  to 
winter  on  Ellesmere  1., 
Nunavut  (JET),  an  incredi- 
bly harsh  location  for  any 
bird  in  winter.  A Snowy  Owl 
provided  a rare  winter 
record  on  the  Hay  River, 
NWT  C.B.C.  20  Dec  (GV). 
Two  Northern  Hawk  Owls, 
one  being  mobbed  by  about 
50  Common  Ravens,  were 
highlights  of  the  Norman 
Wells,  NWT  C.B.C.  26  Dec 
(RP);  additional  reports 
from  the  same  area,  likely  of 
the  same  owls,  included  sin- 
gles on  16  Jan  (DP),  14  Peb 
(DW),  and  22  Feb  (PhS).  A 
chance  encounter  with  a 
Great  Gray  Owl  is  a high- 
light of  any  held  outing.  A 
Great  Gray  Owl,  rare  in  the 
Yukon  Southern  Lakes,  was 
seen  near  Tagish  11  Dec  (ph. 
BD,  HG);  another  was  along 
the  Auriol  Trail,  sw.  Yukon 
17  Jan  (RS);  and  2 were  not- 
ed about  a half-kilometer 
apart  along  the  winter  road 
n.  of  Norman  Wells,  NWT  6 
Feb  (PaS,  PbS).  A Short- 
eared Owl,  casual  in  winter, 
was  an  exceptional  sight  at  Shallow  Bay,  s. 
Yukon  14  Jan  (MB,  PB).  Downy  Woodpecker 
is  rare  in  winter  in  n.  parts  of  the  Region,  so 
one  at  Dawson,  cen.  Yukon  19  Dec  {fide  SJ) 
was  noteworthy.  A Pileated  Woodpecker,  very 
rare  in  winter,  was  at  Ft.  Simpson,  NWT  3 Jan 
(DT).  Northern  Shrike  reports  included  one  in 
Whitehorse  through  early  Dec  (HG;  KW)  and 
one  at  Hay  River,  NWT  20  Dec  (ph.  RV).  Late 
Feb  saw  the  start  of  spring  migration  for 


282 


Northern  Shrike,  with  singles  on  17  & 20  Feb 
at  Haines  Junction,  sw.  Yukon  (MC;  MH). 

Yellowknife,  NWT  reclaimed  its  crown  as 
the  North’s  Common  Raven  king  with  a tally  of 
2091  on  the  C.B.C.  3 Jan  (fide  RB).  Christmas 
counters  in  Whitehorse,  s.  Yukon  recorded  just 
1100  ravens  on  the  26  Dec  C.B.C.  (/ideJH)  and 
pointed  to  warm  weather  as  the  cause  of  the 
low  count,  as  the  ravens  were  out  wandering 
the  landscape  instead  of  congregating  en  masse 
at  the  local  landhll.  Raven  numbers  were  up  at 
Norman  Wells,  NWT,  with  372  counted  26  Dec 
{fide  RP),  and  at  Ft.  Simpson,  NWT,  with  295 
on  3 Jan  (DT).  With  74  counted.  Common 
Raven  once  again  edged  out  Common  Eider  as 
the  more  common  of  the  two  species  recorded 
on  the  Rankin  Inlet,  Nunavut  C.B.C.  2 Jan  {fide 
BZ).  And  Common  Raven  was  the  only  species 
recorded  on  the  Arctic  Bay,  Nunavut  C.B.C. — 
156  were  counted  3 Jan  (CK).  A Black-billed 
Magpie  in  Dawson  from  late  fall  through  at 
least  24  Jan  (ph.  SB,  SJ)  provided  the  first  win- 
ter record  for  cen.  Yukon.  Two  Black-billed 
Magpies,  a local  C.B.C.  hrst,  were  seen  at  Ft. 
Simpson,  NWT  3 Jan  (DT). 

American  Robin  is  a rare  winter  bird  in  s. 
parts  of  the  Region;  one  was  near  the  Kathleen 
R.,  sw.  Yukon  16  Dec  (TS);  2 were  recorded  on 
the  Whitehorse,  s.  Yukon  C.B.C.  26  Dec  {fide 
JH),  with  one  surviving  until  at  least  13  Jan 
(HC);  and  one  was  seen  for  about  a week  up 
through  13  Jan  at  feeder  near  Fort  Smith, 
NWT  (ph.  EM).  Rare  winter  sparrows  includ- 
ed a Lincoln’s  Sparrow  at  Fox  L.,  s.  Yukon  ear- 
ly Nov-i-  (BM,  EM;  ph.  BS);  a White-throated 
Sparrow,  a first  for  sw.  Yukon,  which  survived 
long  enough  to  be  recorded  on  the  Haines 
Junction  C.B.C.  19  Dec  (ph.  WR);  and  an 
imm.  White-crowned  Sparrow,  which  hung  on 
until  the  Mayo,  cen.  Yukon  29  Dec  C.B.C.  (ph. 
MOD).  A relatively  high  total  of  10  Dark-eyed 
Juncos  was  recorded  on  the  Whitehorse,  s. 
Yukon  C.B.C.  26  Dec  (jrde  JH);  singles  were  at 
Haines  Junction,  sw.  Yukon  19  Dec  (jideJuB) 
and  at  Watson  Lake,  se.  Yukon  26  Dec  {fide 
TMK).  Snow  Bunting  is  rare  anywhere  in  the 
Region  in  winter;  a single  lingered  at  Destruc- 
tion Bay,  sw.  Yukon  mid-Oct-7  Jan  (LL);  a 
flock  of  about  40  was  at  Destruction  Bay  27 
Dec  (CE,  PSi);  and  a single  was  at  Haines 
Junction,  sw.  Yukon  19  Dec  (^dcJuB).  Snow 
Buntings  began  to  arrive  as  spring  migrants  in 
s.  Yukon  in  late  Feb  (m.ob.).  A Rusty  Black- 
bird, casual  in  winter  in  s.  Yukon,  was  at  a Fox 
L.  feeder  late  Oct-r  (BM,  EM;  ph.  BS). 

A Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finch  of  the  interior 
subspecies,  casual  in  winter,  was  at  Carcross, 
s.  Yukon  11  Dec  (ph.  DG).  An  imm.  male 
House  Finch,  casual  in  s.  Yukon,  was  seen  in 
Whitehorse  12  Dec  (ph.  JeB,  YL)  and  again 
10-11  Feb  (HG,  ph.  BD,  ph.  BS).  Red  Crossbill 
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is  highly  localized  in  winter  in  the  Region  and 
was  recorded  on  just  two  s.  Yukon  Christmas 
counts  this  year:  17  at  Whitehorse  26  Dec 
(fide  JH)  and  2 at  Teslin  20  Dec  (fide  BS). 
Common  Redpoll  is  far  more  common  than 
Hoary  in  winter  in  s.  Yukon,  so  the  relatively 
high  numbers  of  Hoary  Redpolls  recorded  in 
sw.  Northwest  Territories  are  surprising.  This 
year’s  Christmas  count  reports  from  North- 
west Territories  included  62  Hoaries  and  16 
Commons  at  Ft.  Simpson  3 Jan  (fide  DT),  11 
Hoaries  and  6 Commons  at  Ft.  Smith  18  Dec 
(Jide  JM),  and  37  Hoaries  and  147  unidentified 
redpolls  at  Yellowknife  3 Jan  (fide  RB). 
Evening  Grosbeak  was  only  reported  in 
Northwest  Territories,  where  Christmas 
counts  turned  in  146  at  Ft.  Smith  18  Dec  (fide 
JM),  29  at  Ft.  Simpson  3 Jan  (DT),  and  3 at 


Hay  River  20  Dec  (fide  GV);  a feeder  at  Lind- 
berg  Landing,  NWT  hosted  25  Evening  Gros- 
beaks 11  Feb  (DA).  Nobody  would  have  pre- 
dicted at  few  short  years  ago  that  the  Region’s 
C.B.C.  high  count  for  House  Sparrow  would 
be  recorded  in  Whitehorse,  s.  Yukon;  this 
year’s  tallies  were  38  at  Whitehorse  26  Dec 
(fide  JH)'  30  at  Hay  River,  NWT  20  Dec  (fide 
GV);  20  at  Ft.  Simpson,  NWT  3 Jan  (fide  DT); 
and  17  at  Yellowknife,  NWT  3 Jan  (fide  RB). 

Observers  (subregional  editors  in  boldface); 
Danny  Allaire,  Julie  Bauer  QuB),  Jeremy 
Baumbach  QeB),  Mary  Beattie,  Pete  Beattie, 
Shelley  Brown,  Chuck  Blyth,  Robert  Bromley, 
Linda  Cameron,  Heather  Carleton,  Syd  Can- 
nings (SyC),  Steve  Catto  (StC),  Merrilee 
Chambers,  Boris  Dobrowolsky,  Cameron  Eck- 


ert, Dave  Fowler,  Dorothy  Gibbon,  Millie  Hall, 
Jim  Hawkings,  Helmut  Griinberg,  Sebastian 
Jones,  Dan  Kemble,  Clare  Kines,  Burch  Kuch, 
Dennis  Kuch,  Yvette  LePage,  Linda  Martin, 
Bob  McAdam,  Edith  McAdam,  John  McKin- 
non, Ted  Murphy-Kelly,  Mark  O’Donoghue, 
Clive  Osborne,  Richard  Popko,  Adam 
Skrutkowski,  Sheldon  Snow,  Wolf  Riedl,  Ben 
Schonewille,  Pam  Sinclair  (PSi),  Terry  Skjons- 
berg,  Paula  Spencer  (PaS),  Phil  Spencer  (PhS), 
Rick  Staley,  Leila  Sumi,  Douglas  Tate  (North- 
west Territories),  Jean-PranQois  Therrien,  Shy- 
loh  van  Delft,  Gary  Vizniowski,  Robyn 
Vizniowski,  Dave  Wilderspin,  Keith  Williams, 
Devon  Yacura,  Brian  Zawadski.  ^ 


Cameron  D.  Eckert,  1402  Elm  Street 

Whitehorse,  Yukon,  Y1 A 4B6,  (cdeckertiSnorthwestel.net) 


Prairie  Provinces 


Peter  Taylor 


Mild  fall  conditions  persisted  Regionwide  un- 
til the  end  of  November,  but  the  first  week  of 
December  brought  a cold  snap  and  lasting 
snow  cover  to  most  areas,  though  precipitation 
remained  low  throughout  the  winter  in 
drought-troubled  southwestern  Saskatchewan. 
Southern  Alberta  was  cooler  and  snowier  than 
normal,  with  little  relief  from  chinooks,  where- 
as a lengthy  mild  spell  in  January  made  the 
winter  much  more  bearable  than  usual  in  Man- 
itoba. As  a result,  some  borderline  wintering 
birds,  such  as  Horned  Larks  and  American 
Robins,  were  more  numerous  and  widespread 
than  usual  in  parts  of  southern  Manitoba  and 
southeastern  Saskatchewan,  though  less  so  in 
Alberta.  Later  cold  snaps  were  relatively  short 
and  moderate,  with  a pronounced  easing 
around  the  end  of  Eebruary.  Nevertheless, 
many  feeder  stragglers  seemed  to  fall  short  of 
overwintering  success. 

Alberta  easily  retained  its  usual  title  for  the 
capital  of  winter  waterfowl  diversity,  especial- 


ly at  Calgary,  but  numbers  of  the  less  common 
species  were  generally  lower  than  usual  (TK). 
Movements  of  hardy  boreal  species  were  lim- 
ited, often  with  relatively  late  arrivals,  low 
numbers,  and  early  departures.  Rarities  were 
few  and  far  between,  except  for  a prairie 
branch  line  of  the  Siberian  Express  along  the 
Saskatchewan-Manitoba  boundary. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

One  ad.  and  2 imm.  Snow  Geese  in  the  Cal- 
gary area  were  last  seen  5 Jan  (TK,  GY  et  al). 
Eive  Trumpeter  Swans,  discovered  at  Calgary 

5 Jan  OF  mm,  EW),  overwintered  successful- 
ly (TK),  while  the  first  3 northbound  Tundra 
Swans  were  reported  at  Erank  L.,  AB  28  Eeb 
(RW).  Lone  Wood  Ducks  lingered  at  Win- 
nipeg, MB  3 Dec  (GB)  and  Regina,  SK  6 Dec 
(DS).  Single  Greater  Scaup  were  noted  at  Sev- 
en Sisters  Falls,  MB  5 Dec  (NM)  and  at  Carse- 
land-Wyndham  EE,  AB  20  Jan  (TK,  RW)  and 

6 Feb  (TK).  Four  female-plumaged  Harlequin 
Ducks,  2 each  at  Fine  Falls  and  Victoria 
Beach,  furnished  a one-day  record  count  for 
any  season  in  s.  Manitoba  1 Dec  (BC,  LdM, 
RK,  FT).  The  Victoria  Beach  duo  had  been 
present  since  20  Nov  (RR  m.ob.),  while  the 
Fine  Falls  birds  lingered  to  a provincial 
record-late  17  Dec  (FT).  Two  Bufflehead  x 
Common  Goldeneye  hybrids  were  reported:  a 
female  or  imm.  male  at  Bracken  Falls,  MB  5 
Dec  (NM)  and  a male  at  Policeman’s  Flat,  AB 
25  Dec  (TK).  Surprisingly,  Gray  Partridges 
seemed  to  fare  less  well  in  the  snowy  condi- 
tions at  Calgary  than  Ring-necked  Pheasants 
(TK),  which  have  a more  restricted  range  in 


the  Region  as  a whole.  Unable  or  unwilling  to 
migrate,  a young  Red-necked  Grebe  was  res- 
cued 8 Dec  for  rehabilitation,  just  before  be- 
ing frozen  in  at  Calgary  (TK). 

Extremely  rare  in  winter,  lone  Turkey  Vul- 
tures were  well  described  near  Lyleton,  MB 
30  Dec  (RWa  et  al.)  and  near  Cochrane,  AB  28 
Dec  (AL).  Sharp-shinned  Hawks  were  well 
represented,  with  at  least  6 in  the  Calgary  area 
and  4 each  in  Saskatchewan  and  Manitoba. 
Cooper’s  Hawks  were  comparatively  scarce, 
though  reported  in  all  three  provinces.  In- 
creasingly frequent  in  Manitoba  in  winter, 
several  Bald  Eagles  were  noted  repeatedly  in 
Winnipeg  (m.ob.).  At  least  3 dark-morph 
Red-tailed  Hawks  were  seen  in  the  Calgary 
area  (DK,  TK,  BW),  while  a dark  imm.  in 
Winnipeg  20  Dec  was  well  documented  (ph. 
GB).  A late  Red-tailed  Hawk  was  also  noted  in 
Regina  8 (GK)  & 22  Dec  (TH).  The  C.B.C.  to- 
tals of  12  Rough-legged  Hawks  at  Balmoral, 
MB  19  Dec  and  10  at  Winnipeg  20  Dec  were 
unusually  high,  but  they  did  not  last  much 
longer;  one  was  noted  at  Regina  10  Dec  (SW). 
A sign  of  the  relatively  gentle  season,  a few 
Bald  and  Golden  Eagles  started  migrating 
through  the  Pembina  Valley,  MB  before  the 
end  of  Feb  (PG,  A65:DS). 

RAILS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Unprecedented  in  winter  in  Manitoba,  2 Soras 
lingered  through  Nov  at  Fort  Whyte,  Win- 
nipeg; both  were  still  present  2 Dec,  and  one 
survived  until  8 Dec  (ph.  AA,  m.ob.).  A soli- 
tary American  Coot,  found  in  Calgary  20  Dec 
(PB  et  al),  survived  until  at  least  10  Jan  (fide 
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TK).  A lone  Sandhill  Crane  remained  at  Indian 
Head,  SK  through  1 Dec  (TH).  A Glaucous 
Gull  was  at  Gardiner  Dam,  SK  18  Dec  (m.ob.)- 
A record  3 Mourning  Doves  survived  until  late 
Jan  in  Calgary  (PBd),  with  another  3 at  Star- 
buck,  MB  through  at  least  30  Dec  (CP),  and 
one  was  well  n.  near  The  Pas,  MB  until  10  Jan 
QK).  The  flood  of  Eurasian  Collared-Doves 
across  the  Great  Plains  has  slowed  to  a trickle 
beyond  extreme  s.  Alberta  and  s.  Saskatch- 
ewan. High  counts  in  those  regions  included 
C.B.C.  totals  of  116  at  Swift  Current,  SK  (MD 
et  ah),  61  at  Medicine  Hat,  AB  {fide  MS),  and 
50  at  Pincher  Creek,  AB  (TD  et  ah),  while  30+ 
frequented  an  Estevan,  SK  feeder  in  late  Eeb 
(KH).  Earther  n.  and  e.,  low  single-digit  totals 
at  best  were  the  norm:  one  wintered  at 
Kleefeld,  MB  (HE  et  ah),  a few  were  reported  in 
both  Regina  and  Saskatoon,  SK  (fide  GK), 
while  Winnipeg  still  awaits  its  first  C.B.C. 
record.  Except  for  a fair  incursion  of  Northern 
Hawk  Owls  in  s.  Manitoba,  including  several 
well  s.  of  the  boreal  forest,  it  was  not  a great 
winter  for  finding  most  owl  species.  At  least  4 
Red-bellied  Woodpeckers  appeared  at  Manito- 
ba feeders,  with  2 probably  overwintering  suc- 
cessfully. The  most  northerly,  e.  of  Lac  du  Bon- 
net, was  last  seen  4 Jan  and  presumably  per- 
ished in  an  ensuing  cold  snap  (ph.  SK  et  al). 

PASSERINES 

An  elusive  Carolina  Wren,  present  in  Win- 
nipeg since  28  Oct,  was  last  seen  on  the 
C.B.C.  20  Dec  (JS,  m.ob.).  There  were  numer- 


ous reports  of  wintering  flocks  of  10-30  Amer- 
ican Robins  in  s.-cen.  and  sw.  Manitoba.  Bo- 
hemian Waxwings  were  abundant  in  s.  Alber- 
ta and  showed  in  fair  numbers  in  extreme  e. 
Manitoba,  but  few  were  reported  in  between. 
As  usual.  White-throated  Sparrows  were  the 
most  numerous  of  the  marginally  hardy  em- 
berizids  after  Dark-eyed  Jimcos,  followed  by 
scattered  Harris’s  and  Eox  Sparrows.  More  un- 
usual were  a Lincoln’s  Sparrow  in  Winnipeg 
22  Nov-12  Jan  (DN,  GB,  RP,  m.ob.),  a Swamp 
Sparrow  at  Minnedosa,  MB  18  Dec  (CC),  and 
a White-crowned  Sparrow  in  Saskatoon  9 Dec 
(BM).  But  who  would  have  predicted  the  bird 
of  the  century  so  far,  a Regional  first  Rustic 
Bunting  that  turned  up  at  a Creighton,  SK 
feeder  with  some  late  juncos  3 Dec?  It  re- 
mained until  22  Eeb,  to  delight  those  birders 
prepared  for  a long  northward  drive  (ph. 
B&HS,  m.ob.).  Lapland  Longspurs  remained 
in  unusual  numbers  in  Manitoba,  thanks  to 
the  relatively  light  snow  cover  and  many  un- 
harvested fields;  an  exceptionally  large  flock 
of  about  900  was  found  near  Oak  Hammock 
Marsh  W.M.A.,  MB  6 Jan  (GG,  m.ob.). 
Though  regular  in  winter.  Snow  Buntings 
likewise  stayed  n.  of  the  border  winter-long 
and  in  well-above-average  numbers. 

Icterid  highlights  included  a Yellow-headed 
Blackbird  lingering  near  Oak  Hammock 
Marsh  W.M.A.,  MB  until  3 Dec  (RK,  RP),  a 
flock  of  25  Common  Grackles  in  Winnipeg 
20  Dec  (WC),  and  a remarkably  late  Balti- 
more Oriole  at  Moose  Jaw,  SK  2-4  Dec  (fide 


TH).  Manitoba’s  9th  Brambling,  visiting  a ru- 
ral feeder  near  Pierson,  MB  5 Jan-11  Eeb 
(RWa,  m.ob.),  was  another  drawing  card  for 
long-distance  birders.  House  Finches  rarely 
make  headlines  any  more,  but  record  C.B.C. 
totals  of  1209  at  Calgary  {fide  TK)  and  628  at 
Edmonton  (GR  et  al.)  were  noteworthy.  Both 
species  of  crossbill  came  and  went  in  modest 
numbers  in  their  usual  enigmatic  way,  where- 
as the  more  regular  winter  finches  were  gen- 
erally scarcer  than  usual.  By  contrast,  Ameri- 
can Goldfinches  visited  a broad  region  from 
s.-cen.  Manitoba  to  se.  Saskatchewan  in 
much-above-average  numbers,  including  436 
on  the  Cypress  River,  MB  C.B.C.  (KDS  et  ah). 

Observers  (subregional  compilers  in  bold- 
face): A.  Aug,  G.  Budyk,  R Bulman,  R Bum- 
stead  (PBd),  B.  Carey,  W.  Christianson,  C. 
Cuthbert,  L.  de  March,  K.  DeSmet,  T.  Dolman, 
M.  Dudragne,  P.  Goossen,  G.  Grieef,  K.  Hede- 
gard,  T.  Herriot,J.  Kasper,  S.  Kelly,  D.  Knapik, 
R.  Koes,  T.  Korolyk,  G.  Kriitzig,  H.  Lane,  Na- 
ture Manitoba,  B.  McDonald,  M.  Mulligan,  D. 
Neufeld,  A.  Norlander,  R.  Parsons,  C.  Penner, 
J.  Pilny,  G.  Romanchuk,  D.  Sawatzky,  B.  & H. 
Schmidt,  A.  & D.  Schritt,  M.  Spitzer,  J.  Swartz, 
P Taylor,  R.  Wang  (RWa),  S.  Weir,  E.  West,  B. 
Wilson,  R.  Worona,  G.  Yaki.  O 
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For  the  second  consecutive  year,  the 
Northern  Great  Plains  had  a “real”  win- 
ter. Compared  to  long-term  season-long 
averages,  the  period  was  not  particularly  re- 
markable. Neither  birds  nor  birders,  however, 
live  by  such  averages.  Instead,  both  must  con- 
tend with  the  conditions  confronting  them  mo- 


ment by  moment.  Many  of  those 
conditions  this  season  were  formida- 
ble. December  began  dry  but  cold, 
then  plunged  into  a deep  freeze  mid- 
month,  with  rapidly  accumulating 
snow.  A regional  snowstorm  Christ- 
mas Day  dumped  61  cm  (24  inches) 
of  snow  at  Minot,  North  Dakota  and 
seemed  to  convince  many  of  that 
state’s  semi-hardy  species,  particu- 
larly raptors  and  owls,  to  depart. 
Temperatures  were  well  below  average  until 
mid-January,  when  some  record-high  tempera- 
tures occurred,  but  February  was  again  partic- 
ularly cold.  In  North  Dakota,  the  net  effect  of 
the  mostly  bitter  weather  was  a steady  decline 
in  both  birds  and  birding  activity  through  the 
season.  Postings  to  the  birding  listserve  there 
totaled  70  for  December,  43  for  January,  and 
only  21  for  February. 


WATERFOWL  THROUGH  CRANES 

The  winter  status  and  distribution  of  Cack- 
ling Goose  continues  to  intrigue,  half  a 
decade  after  the  species  was  split  from  Cana- 
da Goose.  This  year,  5 were  recorded  on  the 
C.B.C.  at  Bismarck-Mandan,  ND  19  Dec, 
whereas  2200  were  found  on  the  Pierre,  SD 
C.B.C.  the  same  day.  Time  and  close  observa- 
tion will  likely  reveal  that  Cackling  Geese 
numbers  build  into  the  hundreds  along  the 
North  Dakota  portion  of  the  Missouri  R.  only 
during  relatively  mild  winters.  Single  Ameri- 
can Black  Ducks  were  found  in  Stanley,  SD  10 
Jan  (KM)  and  in  Charles  Mix,  SD  11  Jan 
(RM),  where  seasonally  casual.  Three  Mal- 
lards successfully  overwintered  at  the  sewage 
lagoons  in  Grand  Forks,  ND  (EEF),  an  espe- 
cially surprising  feat  during  this  year’s  harsh 
conditions.  An  imm.  male  Harlequin  Duck, 
accidental  in  South  Dakota,  was  pho- 
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tographed  during  its  31  Dec-7  Jan  stay  in  the 
Oahe  Dam  tailrace  vicinity,  Hughes/Stanley 
(p.a.,  BU,  KM,  RO,  DB,  SS).  Single  Long- 
tailed Ducks  were  found  at  the  sewage  lagoon 
in  Grand  Forks,  ND  13  Dec  (EEF);  at  Garri- 
son Dam,  ND  20  Dec+  (REM);  in  the  Morony 
Dam  area.  Cascade,  MT  3-20  Jan  (AE);  in 
Charles  Mix,  SD  9 Jan-16  Feb  QP,  RM);  Hugh- 
es/Stanley, SD  4-18  Jan  (SS,  KM,  RO,  m.ob.); 
and  at  Cow  Creek  Recreation  Area,  Sully,  SD 
31  Dec  (BU).  Single  Western  Grebes  lingered 
at  Ft.  Peck  Res.,  MT  11  Dec  (CC)  and  in 
Hughes,  SD  4 Dec-4  Jan  (DB,  KM,  RO,  SS). 

Northern  Harriers  lingered  into  Dec  in  North 
Dakota  but  soon  withdrew;  the  only  post-Dec 
sighting  was  of  one  at  Long  Lake  N.W.R., 
Burleigh,  ND  14  Jan  (PCV).  Another  was  seen 
just  across  the  border  near  Westby  MT  17  Feb, 
where  seasonally  unexpected  (TN).  There  were 
relatively  few  Sharp-shinned  Hawks  reported 
this  season.  Cooper’s  Hawks  were  found  on 
four  C.B.C.s  in  North  Dakota,  where  it  has  been 
found  almost  annually  during  tbe  past  15  years. 
Red-tailed  Hawks  were  again  in  low  numbers 
throughout  North  Dakota.  Rough-legged 
Hawks  were  mostly  a no-show  in  North  Dako- 
ta, with  only  scattered  singles  found  in  Dec. 
The  last  bird  reported  during  the  season  was  a 
single  at  Long  Lake  N.W.R.,  Burleigh,  ND  26 
Jan  (PCV).  Unusual  Gyrfalcon  reports  included 
singles  near  Linton,  ND  6 Dec  (MJR,  ELM)  and 
at  Poplar,  Roosevelt,  MT  8 Jan  (LL).  Scattered 
Sandhill  Cranes  were  again  reported  during  the 
winter  season.  Lone  birds  were  found  at  Arrow- 
wood  N.W.R.,  Stutsman,  ND  3 Dec  (PRS),  Stem- 
ley,  SD  5 Dec  (DB),  and  Barnes,  ND  31  Jan  (CD, 
CID,  WD,Jide  LDI). 

GULLS  THROUGH  MIMIDS 

Gull  watching  provided  seasonal  fun,  particu- 
larly in  South  Dakota.  Rare  throughout  the 
Region,  a Black-legged  Kittiwake  was  at  Oahe 
Dam  tailrace,  SD  10-31  Dec  (SS,  m.ob.);  at  tbe 
same  location,  an  ad.  Mew  Gull  was  found  31 
Dec  (BU).  Iceland  Gulls  made  news  in  all 
three  states.  The  second-cycle  bird  found  30 
Nov  at  Ft.  Peck,  MT  persisted  through  21  Dec 
(CC,  JC).  A first-cycle  bird  was  at  Garrison 
Dam,  ND  5-20  Dec  (REM,  CDE),  where  more 
expected.  In  South  Dakota,  Iceland  Gull  is  still 
accidental,  making  the  first-cycle  bird  at  Oahe 
Dam  tailrace,  SD  23  Dec  (p.a.,  RO)  of  great  in- 
terest. The  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  in  Stan- 


ley, SD  5-6  Jan  (KM,  RO)  was  another  exam- 
ple of  the  rapid  increase  in  Regional  sightings 
of  this  species  during  the  past  decade. 

Short-eared  Owls  were  reported  in  both 
Dakotas  but  were  especially  abundant  in  ne. 
North  Dakota.  In  Grand  Forks,  25  were  found 
18  Dec  (EEF),  whereas  38  were  recorded  on 
the  Grand  Forks/East  Grand  Forks  C.B.C.  20 
Dec.  The  bonanza  soon  ended,  however,  as 
most  birds  appeared  to  depart  after  the  Christ- 
mas snowstorm.  A vocally  responsive  North- 
ern Saw-whet  Owl  provided  an  unusual  winter 
record  for  Grand  Forks,  ND  18-20  Dec  (DOL). 
Another  was  found  in  Bismarck’s  Sleepy  Hol- 
low Park  10  Jan  (Sue  Chaussee).  A Yellow-bel- 
lied Sapsucker,  accidental  during  winter,  fre- 
quented a Grand  Forks,  ND  feeder  20  Dec-i- 
(Russ  & Pat  Wilber).  Interestingly,  this  is  the 
2nd  time  that  a winter-season  Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker  has  been  found  at  this  site,  further 
proof  that  not  all  yards  are  equal.  An  American 
Dipper  was  at  Giant  Springs  S.R,  Cascade,  MT 
8 Jan  (AE),  where  locally  unusual.  A late 
Mountain  Bluebird  was  near  Sagehen  Cr.,  e.  of 
Winnette,  MT  19  Dec  (CC).  Accidental  during 
winter,  a Mountain  Bluebird  was  found  at 
Long  Lake  N.W.R.,  Burleigh,  ND  18  Feb 
(MJR);  the  bird  was  almost  certainly  an  espe- 
cially early  spring  migrant.  Relatively  few 
Townsend’s  Solitaires  and  very  few  Varied 
Thrushes  were  reported  this  winter.  Converse- 
ly, American  Robins  were  locally  abundant; 
641  were  tallied  on  the  Bismarck-Mandan,  ND 
C.B.C.  20  Dec,  and  517  were  found  on  the  1 
Jan  Minot,  ND  C.B.C.  Single  Gray  Catbirds 
were  found  10  Dec  near  Jamestown,  ND 
(MAS)  and  11  Dec  in  Charles  Mix,  SD  (RM).  A 
Northern  Mockingbird  first  found  11  Nov  in 
Wells,  ND  was  still  present  2 Dec  (WE).  A 
Brown  Thrasher  persisted  at  a Bismarck,  ND 
feeder  during  Jan  and  Feb  (LAG). 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Among  the  smattering  of  unusual  sparrow 
sightings  were  2 Fox  Sparrows  in  Minnehaha, 
SD  19  Dec  (MZ)  and  a Swamp  Sparrow  at  L. 
Yankton,  SD  12  Dec  (DS).  A seasonally  casual 
Spotted  Towhee  was  found  on  C.B.C.  at  the 
Upper  Souris  N.W.R.,  Ward,  ND  18  Dec;  an- 
other successfully  overwintered  until  at  least 
22  Feb  in  Sawyer,  ND  (Susan  Hill).  A far- 
northern  Northern  Cardinal  overwintered  at  St 
John,  ND  (fide  RJL),  whereas  a far-western  car- 


dinal was  in  Bismarck  30  Jan-21  Feb  Oean 
Rolandelli).  Especially  hardy  Western  Mead- 
owlarks, both  singles,  were  found  on  North 
Dakota  C.B.C.s  at  Long  Lake  N.W.R.,  Burleigh 
16  Dec  (PCV)  and  at  Denbigh,  McHenry  29 
Dec  (CDE).  Single  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds 
were  found  on  the  Christmas  count  at  Arrow- 
wood  N.W.R.,  Stutsman,  ND  16  Dec  and  in 
Hughes,  SD  27  Dec  (DB).  Seasonally  rare  across 
the  Region,  Rusty  Blackbird  reports  included  7 
on  the  Long  Lake  N.W.R.  C.B.C.,  Burleigh,  ND 
16  Dec  (CDE,  WJW);  4 on  the  Sheyenne  Na- 
tional Grassland,  Richland,  ND  26  Feb  (BB, 
DNS,  BS);  3-5  below  Ft.  Peck  Dam,  MT  1 
Dec-28  Feb  QC);  and  2 at  Oakwood  Lakes  S.R, 
Brookings,  SD  2 Jan  (JP).  Five  accidental-in- 
winter Great-tailed  Grackles  were  in  Lincoln, 
SD  2 Jan  (TJ).  Brown-headed  Cowbirds,  rare 
Regionally  during  winter,  included  singles  in 
Miner,  SD  12  Dec  0?)  and  Clay,  SD  7 Jan  (]S, 
GS),  as  well  as  3 in  Beadle,  SD  31  Dec  (BU).  A 
nearly  record-late  Baltimore  Oriole  perished  in 
Grand  Forks,  ND  2 Dec  (fide  DOL).  In  North 
Dakota,  White-winged  Crossbills  increased  in 
both  numbers  and  distribution  as  the  season 
progressed.  In  South  Dakota,  the  only  report 
was  of  3-6  White-wingeds  at  Mt.  Pleasant 
Cemetery,  Minnehaha  27-28  Feb  (TJ,  MS,  MZ). 
Common  Redpolls  were  much  scarcer  this  year 
than  last,  with  no  Hoary  Redpolls  being  re- 
ported at  all.  As  is  often  the  case,  the  lack  of 
redpolls  was  balanced  by  a relative  abundance 
of  American  Goldfinches. 
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This  was  a long,  cold  winter,  with  sig- 
nificant snow  events  in  all  three  states. 
While  numbers  of  shorebirds  were 
down  this  season  relative  to  recent  years, 
many  refuges  had  higher  counts  of  Sandhill 
Crane  and  of  many  species  of  waterfowl.  Even 
Common  Mergansers  pushed  southward  and 
were  abundant  at  some  reservoirs  in  Oklaho- 
ma this  season,  recalling  the  numbers  of  the 
“old  days.”  Townsend’s  Solitaires  were  in 
lower  numbers  than  usual,  and  essentially  all 
irruptive  species,  such  as  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches,  Red  Crossbills,  and  Common 
Redpolls,  stayed  north.  Oddly,  vagrants  from 
the  south  were  numerous,  despite  the  harsh 
weather,  while  some  passerines,  such  as 
wrens  and  sparrows,  clearly  suffered. 

Abbreviations:  McConaughy  (McConaughy 
Res.,  Keith,  NE);  Quivira  (Quivira  N.W.R., 
Stafford,  KS);  Red  Slough  (Red  Slough 
W.M.A.,  McCurtain,  OK). 

GEESE  THROUGH  FALCONS 

Quivira  still  hosted  50,000  Greater  White- 
fronted  Geese  and  3000  Ross’s  Geese  14  Dec 
(MR),  and  20,000  Cackiings  were  estimated 
in  Lincoln,  NE  30  Jan  (LRB).  Trumpeter  Swan 
numbers  are  up:  111  were  in  Oklahoma  (fide 
JL) , where  the  highest  count  of  26  came  from 
Alfalfa  26  Jan  (RW);  and  114  were  in  Kansas 
(fide  LM),  where  the  highest  tally  of  11  came 
from  Riley  6 Dec  QR)-  Even  Tundra  Swans, 
normally  rare  migrants  through  the  Region, 
were  well  represented  this  season,  with  at 
least  15  in  Oklahoma  (fide  JL)  and  21  in 
Kansas  (fide  LM);  in  addition,  32  unidentified 
swans  were  at  Quivira  7 Dec  (SS).  A Wood 
Duck  in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  19  Dec  (fide  AK)  was 
unusually  far  w.  for  the  date;  2-3  wintered  at 


Lincoln,  NE  (LE),  an  unusual  occurrence  as 
well.  Most  unexpected  was  a Eurasian 
Wigeon  in  Jackson,  OK  1 Dec  (KM,  DN  et  al.). 
Rarely  reported  in  recent  years  in  the  Region, 
an  American  Black  Duck  was  in  Sarpy,  NE  3 
Jan  (SJD).  Mallards  numbered  about  35,000 
at  Sutherland  Res.,  Lincoln,  NE  3 Jan  (SJD), 
an  excellent  tally.  Mottled  Duck  is  rare  in  the 
Region  at  any  time  but  especially  in  winter; 
one  was  at  Quivira  1 Dec  (MR),  and  2 were  at 
Red  Slough  10  (DA)  & 16  Feb  (BH,  FH).  Oth- 
er winter  rarities  at  Red  Slough  included  3 
Blue-winged  Teal  12  Jan  (DA)  and  Cinnamon 
Teal  18  Dec,  4 Jan,  and  13  Feb  (BH,  DA),  A 
late  Northern  Shoveler  was  in  Lancaster,  NE 
12  Jan  (LE).  Two  Greater  Scaup  in  Lincoln, 
NE  18  Feb  (TJW)  were  early.  Rare  in  winter, 
scoters  were  widely  reported  in  Oklahoma:  2 
Surf  Scoters  were  in  Payne  24  Jan  QWA),  sin- 
gle White-winged  Scoters  were  in  Payne  and 
Cherokee  11  & 12  Jan,  respectively  O^A), 
and  a surprising  5 Black  Scoters  turned  up:  up 
to  3 in  Tulsa  11  Dec-1  Jan  (BC,  TM  et  al.), 
with  singles  in  Noble  23  Jan  (TM  et  al.)  and 
Canadian  19-23  Dec  QSt,  TU  et  al.).  In  Ne- 
braska, a Long-tailed  Duck  was  in  Greeley  5 
Dec  (LR,  RH),  and  Oklahoma  singles  were  in 


and  100  were  in  Custer,  NE  10  Feb  (TH).  Up 
to  3 Red-throated  Loons  and  5 Pacific  Loons 
were  counted  at  L.  Tenkiller,  Cherokee,  OK  12 
Jan  O^A).  Two  Yellow-billed  Loons  spent 
time  in  Oklahoma,  one  at  the  expected  L. 
Tenkiller  17  Jan  (B&AH),  the  other  at  L. 
Hefner,  Oklahoma  1-11  Feb  (PV  et  al.).  An 
Eared  Grebe  was  a winter  surprise  at  Red 
Slough  27  Jan  (DA),  as  was  a lingering  and 
easterly  Western  Grebe  in  Lancaster,  NE  5-6 
Dec  QGJ)-  the  Region,  particularly  in 

winter,  an  ad.  Brown  Pelican  was  in  Cherokee, 
OK  11-29  Dec  QWi,  D&GG).  Especially  sur- 
prising was  a Neotropic  Cormorant  in  Chero- 
kee, OK  1 Jan  OWA,  KW).  Five  Anhingas  lin- 
gered at  Red  Slough  1 Dec  (DA),  with  one  still 
present  21  Dec  (DA).  Two  American  Bitterns 
at  Red  Slough  2 Jan  (BH)  may  have  wintered; 
much  less  expected  was  a Green  Heron  there 
12  Jan-18  Feb  (DA). 

Some  239  Bald  Eagles  in  LeFlore,  OK  5 Jan 
(BL)  made  a fine  count.  Winter  Osprey  re- 
ports in  the  Region  are  few  and  poorly  docu- 
mented; singles  were  reported  from  Scotts 
Bluff,  NE  19  Dec  (HKH,  AD)  and  in  Bryan, 
OK  17  Feb  (DW),  almost  in  opposite  corners 
of  the  Region.  The  only  Northern  Goshawk 


This  Yellow-billed  Loon  spent  6-27  (here  6)  February  2010  at  Lake  Hefner  in  central  Oklahoma.  Photograph  by  Patricia  Velte. 


Kaw  12  Jan  (LMc),  Comanche  20-21  Jan  (KM, 
L&MT),  and  Canadian  2 Jan  QB),  with  2 
there  16  Jan  (D&BH).  A Common  Goldeneye 
X Hooded  Merganser  hybrid  was  in  Scotts 
Bluff,  NE  13  Feb  (KD).  Remarkably,  all  three 
states  reported  Barrow’s  Goldeneye:  one  was 
in  Lincoln,  NE  21-22  Jan  (TJW),  2 were  seen 
sporadically  in  Wichita,  KS  11  Dec-4  Feb 
(PG,  PJ),  and  one  was  in  Tulsa,  OK  16  Dec-20 
Jan  OWA,  KW,  PR,  SM  et  al). 

Greater  Prairie-Chickens  counts  appeared 
stable  in  cen.  Nebraska  and  w.  Kansas;  169 
were  counted  in  Eliswortir,  KS  10  Jan  (BK), 


Although  Yellow-billed  Loons  have  lately  been  found  annu- 
ally in  winter  at  Lake  Tenkiller  in  eastern  Oklahoma,  this 
bird  was  not  discovered  there  until  rather  late  in  the  sea- 
son, 1 7 January  201 0.  Photograph  by  Ben  Holt. 
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reported  was  in  Rooks,  KS  3 Jan  (HA).  A wan- 
dering Harris’s  Hawk  was  found  in  Alfalfa, 
OK  6 Feb  (GD).  Although  the  species  is 
known  to  occur  at  any  season  in  the  Region, 
a White-tailed  Kite  in  Noble,  OK  23  Jan  QWo, 
JV,  MF)  through  28  Feb  (BD,  SM,  m.ob.)  was 
still  a Regional  surprise.  Red-shouldered 
Hawks  were  noted  wintering  in  Lancaster, 
NE  (LE,  RSt),  continuing  the  pattern  of 
northwestward  range  extension.  Rare  in  e. 
Oklahoma,  a Ferruginous  Hawk  was  in  Tulsa 
9 Jan  (LMc).  Golden  Eagles  also  are  winter 
stragglers  to  e.  parts  of  the  Region;  multiple 
reports  of  single  birds  came  from  Red  Slough 
9 Dec-24  Feb  (DA)  and  from  Bourbon,  KS  12 
Jan  (DH).  Most  wintering  Merlins  in  the  n. 
part  of  the  Region  are  of  the  subspecies 
richardsoni,  but  single  Merlins  of  the  nomi- 
nate subspecies  were  noted  in  Dawson,  NE  8 
Jan  (TH),  Lane,  KS  5 Dec  (GF,  PJ),  and  Mar- 
shall, KS  5 Dec  (DM).  An  imm.  female  Gyr- 
falcon  was  captured  in  Texas,  OK  13  Dec 
(DSt).  Peregrine  Falcons  presumed  to  be  res- 
ident birds  were  seen  at  Lincoln,  NE  18-19 
Dec  and  18  Feb  0Ca>  LRB,  TEL);  others  of 
uncertain  status  were  in  Johnson,  KS  24  Feb 
(MG)  and  in  Barton,  KS  26  Feb  (RP).  Easter- 
ly in  Kansas  were  single  Prairie  Falcons  in 
Cherokee  1 Jan  (LH)  and  Anderson  11  Jan 
OK);  2 were  in  Douglas,  KS  5 Jan  QK). 

RAILS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Chris  Butler  and  students  have  documented 
multiple  Yellow  Rails  wintering  at  Red 
Slough,  including  one  18  Feb  (DA).  Up  to  3 
King  Rails  were  at  Red  Slough  12-27  Jan 
(DA);  one  was  much  more  northerly  at  Quivi- 
ra  26  Feb  (MR).  Also  northerly  was  a Virginia 
Rail  at  McConaughy  2 Jan  (fide  SJD).  Rare  in 
winter,  even  at  Red  Slough,  were  up  to  4 
Common  Moorhens  through  10  Feb  (DA). 
Impressive  Sandhill  Crane  numbers  for  date 
were  the  10,000  at  Quivira  7 Dec  (SS)  and 
8000  in  Barber,  KS  2 Jan  (NO).  Four  Whoop- 
ing Cranes  lingered  at  Quivira  4-7  Dec  (BJ).  A 
juv.  American  Golden-Plover  in  Burt,  NE  7 
Dec  (EB)  was  Nebraska’s  latest  by  17  days; 
quite  early  were  3 in  Cleveland,  OK  28  Feb 
QAG).  Spotted  Sandpipers  in  Jefferson,  OK  16 
Jan  (L&MT)  and  Cherokee,  OK  17  Jan 
(B&AH)  are  part  of  a recent  pattern  of  over- 
wintering birds.  Two  Lesser  Yellowlegs  in  Till- 
man, OK  20  Feb  (L&MT),  a Greater  Yel- 
lowlegs in  Pawnee,  KS  28  Feb  (SS),  and  a 
Long-billed  Curlew  in  Tillman,  OK  14-15  Feb 
(LHa)  were  potentially  early  migrants.  A Soli- 
tary Sandpiper  previously  noted  in  Cleveland, 
OK  was  last  seen  there  14  Dec  (RG,  m.ob.). 
Least  Sandpipers  were  found  n.  to  Douglas, 
KS  12  Dec  (2  birds;  JW)  and  Cherokee,  KS  12 
Jan  (one;  DH).  Rare  in  the  Region,  a Little 


Gull  was  in  Osage,  OK  13  Dec  QHo)- 
Franklin’s  Gulls  occasionally  winter;  this  sea- 
son, up  to  23  were  in  Tulsa  13  Dec-12  Jan 
OWo,  DHo,  m.ob.),  with  one  n.  to  Douglas, 
KS  24  Jan  (BAS).  Always  a find  in  the  Region, 
a Mew  Gull  was  reported  in  Tulsa  12  Dec 
(TC).  Thayer’s  Gulls  were  reported  from  all 
three  states,  14  in  all  (m.ob.).  A first-cycle 
Kumlien’s  Iceland  Gull,  or  possibly  an  Iceland 
Gull  X Thayer’s  Gull  mutt,  was  discovered  in 
Pittsburg,  OK  12  Jan  (SM).  At  least  7 Lesser 
Black-backed  Gulls  were  reported  from  Okla- 
homa, with  singles  more  northerly  at  Mc- 
Conaughy 3 Jan  (SJD),  Pottawatomie,  KS  10 
Feb  (DB),  and  Sedgwick,  KS  18  Feb  (PJ). 
Twelve  Glaucous  Gulls  were  found,  2 in  Ne- 
braska (SJD,  G&WH),  7 in  Kansas  (fide  LM), 
and  3 in  Oklahoma  (fide  JAG). 

Indicative  of  the  current  expansion  of 
White-winged  Doves  northward  were  74  at 
the  Shane  residence  in  Finney,  KS  31  Dec 
(T&SS);  up  to  3 wintered  at  Scottsbluff,  NE 
(RS);  and  one  hung  on  in  Adams,  NE  until  3 
Jan  (DK,fide  PD).  Still  noteworthy  for  Okla- 
homa were  2 White-wingeds  in  Kay  3 Jan 
(CO)  and  one  in  Tulsa  25  Feb  (PS).  The  n. 
edge  for  Inca  Doves  this  winter  was  in  Se- 
ward, KS,  where  9 were  counted  28  Dec 
(MT).  Single  Snowy  Owls  made  it  s.  to  Bar- 
ton, KS  14  Dec  (RP)  and  Phillips,  KS  13  Feb 
(MR  et  ah).  A Northern  Saw-whet 
Owl  responded  to  an  audiotape  in 
Nemaha,  KS  22  Dec  (DL  et  al.).  A Ru- 
fous Hummingbird  braved  some 
pretty  tough  snow  and  cold  until  at 
least  13  Jan  in  Oklahoma  (TU);  an- 
other was  present  in  Pittsburg,  OK 
through  at  least  25  Dec  (DBe).  Red- 
headed Woodpeckers,  normally 
withdrawing  from  n.  and  w.  portions 
of  the  Region,  were  found  at  Mc- 
Conaughy 2 Jan  (fide  SJD)  and  in 
Dixon,  NE  5 Jan  (JJ).  Red-bellied 
Woodpeckers  were  westerly  in  Scotts 
Bluff,  NE  19  Dec  (fide  AK)  and  in 
Morrill,  NE  10  Dec  (LJH).  An  oblig- 
ing ad.  male  Williamson’s  Sapsucker 
in  Russell,  KS  delighted  many 
through  the  period  (DK,  m.ob.);  this 
is  the  4th  documented  record  for 
Kansas  (fide  MT).  Yellow-bellied  Sap- 
suckers  were  widely  reported  in  Ne- 
braska, including  an  imm.  well  out  of 
range  in  Custer  30  Jan  (TH),  2 in  Lin- 
coln 9 Feb  (TJW),  and  another  in 
Cheyenne  18  Feb  (AS). 


FLYCATCHERS 
THROUGH  FINCHES 

Eastern  Phoebes  held  on  in  Pratt,  KS 
22  Dec  (fide  KB)  and  in  Sedgwick,  KS 


Harris's  Hawks  are  exceedingly  rare  in  Oklahoma;  this  Harris's  was  found 
at  the  Salt  Plains  National  Wildlife  Refuge  6 February  2010.  Photo- 
graph by  Gary  Davis. 


A 


This  Barrow's  Goldeneye  was  present  near  North  Platte,  Ne- 
braska 21-22  (here  22)  January  2010;  remarkably,  Kansas  and 
Oklahoma  also  had  records  of  this  species,  which  is  very 
scarce  in  the  Southern  Great  Plains.  Photograph  by  Tim  Hajda. 

as  late  as  10  Jan  (fide  JC).  Northern  Shrikes 
were  numerous  in  Kansas;  the  southernmost 
were  singles  in  Harper,  OK  7 Jan  (EBe)  and  El- 
lis, OK  11  Jan  (BDi).  Tree  Swallows  arrived  at 
Red  Slough  24  Feb  (DA).  A Rock  Wren  wan- 
dered to  Russell,  KS  20  Dec  (fide  MR).  A Be- 
wick’s Wren  photographed  in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE 
27  Jan  2009  (BM)  furnished  the  4th  winter 
record  for  the  state.  Carolina  Wrens  may  have 
experienced  a die-off  in  Nebraska  similar  to 
that  during  the  winter  of  1977-1978;  several 
were  found  dead  at  a Dodge  feeder  28  Dec 
(RJ),  and  there  were  no  reports  of  the  species 
in  Jan-Feb  away  from  the  Omaha  and  Lincoln 
areas.  Similarly,  Winter  Wrens  were  widely  re- 
ported in  se.  Nebraska  in  Dec,  but  the  only  lat- 
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This  first-cycle  gull  In  Pittsburg  County,  Oklahoma  12  January  2010  is  almost  certainly  an  Ice- 
land Gull  of  subspecies  kumlieni;  some  darker  kumlieni  show  characteristics  associated  with 
Thayer's  Gull,  but  this  bird  does  not  quite  fall  into  the  "gray  zone."  Photograph  by  Steve  Metz. 


This  Varied  Thrush  spent  the  winter  near  Omaha,  Nebraska  (here  5 Janu- 
ary 2010).  Photograph  by  Phil  Swanson. 


er  reports  were  of  singles  in  Sarpy  29  Jan 
(CNK)  and  Dodge  25  Feb  (GR).  The  55  Moun- 
tain Bluebirds  in  Canadian  24  Feb  (BDi)  made 
an  impressive  count  for  this  county.  Easterly 
was  a Townsends  Solitaire  in  Russell,  KS  12 
Feb  (TE).  A Varied  Thrush  was  noted  in  Wash- 
ington, NE  ca.  10  Dec-10  Jan  (S&GM,  fide 
SJD;  m.ob.).  Among  a handful  of  Gray  Cat- 
birds testing  the  winter  were  singles  in  Lin- 
coln. NE  7-19  Dec  (VC),  Morton.  KS  27  Dec 
(SP),  and  Oklahoma,  OK  4 Jan  (MHi);  hardy 
Brown  Thrashers  were  found  n.  to  Dixon,  NE 
2 Jan  (fide  BFH)  and  Russell,  KS  20  Dec  (fide 
MR).  Easterly  was  a Sage  Thrasher  in  Mctr- 
shall,  OK  24  Feb  (JR).  Very  late  was  an  Amer- 


ican Pipit  in  Lancaster, 
NE  4 Dec  (CR),  one  of 
very  few  Dec  records 
for  Nebraska. 

Wandering  westerly 
was  a Pine  Warbler  in 
Beckham,  OK  22  Dec 
(B&AH).  A Yellow- 
throated  Warbler  pho- 
tographed at  a Lancast- 
er, NE  feeder  4-5  Dec 
(TP)  was  Nebraska’s 
3rd  ever  in  Dec.  A 
Common  Yellowthroat 
wintered  in  Cleveland, 
OK  (RG,  BD  et  ah). 
Late  and  westerly  Spot- 
ted Towhees  in  Nebras- 
ka were  at  Mc- 
Conaughy  2 Jan  (fide 
SJD)  and  in  Moirill  14 
Dec  (LJH).  Wandering 
eastward  was  a Canyon 
Towhee  in  Morton  27 
Dec  (SP).  A northerly 
Chipping  Sparrow  sur- 
vived in  Douglas,  KS 
through  at  least  28  Jan 
(JK),  and  a Savannah 
Sparrow  was  seen  there 
through  8 Jan  QW).  Among  35 
northerly  wintering  Pox  Sparrows  in 
Nebraska  were  6-7  in  Lcmcaster  (LE), 
with  singles  in  Douglas  QM),  Dodge 
(RJ),  and  Dixon  (fide  BFH);  a grayish 
individual,  possibly  zaboiia,  was  in 
Madison,  NE  19  Dec  (MB,  EB).  A late 
Lincoln’s  Sparrow  tempting  fate  was 
in  Saipy,  NE  19  Dec  (fide  BG).  Re- 
gional reports  of  Gray-headed  Junco 
are  few;  one  was  in  Oklahoma  7-10 
Feb  (NR  et  ah).  A McCown’s 
Longspur  was  pushing  the  envelope 
n.  in  Pawnee,  KS  22  Feb  (SS).  Snow 
Buntings  were  widespread  and  nu- 
merous in  Nebraska,  where  about  74 
were  reported  (fide  WRS),  and  3 made  it  to 
Kansas:  singles  in  Russell  25  Dec  (MR),  Mar- 
shall 2 Jan  (DB,  CHe),  and  Smith  20  Feb  (MR, 
ER).  A Western  Tanager  in  Pawnee,  KS  7-24 
Dec  (SS,  DS)  was  a seasonal  and  geographic 
exception.  Two  Pyrrhuloxias  were  again  locat- 
ed in  Jackson,  OK  1 Dec  (KM,  L&MT),  and 
one  was  still  there  18  Jan  (JV  et  al.). 

Yellow-headed  Blackbirds  n.  of  normal  for 
winter  were  in  Hitchcock,  NE  14  Feb  (CH), 
Mitchell,  KS  30  Dec  (fide  HA),  Rooks,  KS  3 Jan 
(HA),  and  Mayes,  OK  13  Jan  (JM,  JH,  AV). 
Among  several  reports  of  Rusty  Blackbird  was 
a high  count  of  808  from  Ellsworth,  KS  10  Jan 
(fide  BK).  A Brewer’s  Blackbird  in  Lancaster, 


NE  1 1 Dec  (LE)  was  tardy.  The  only  reports  of  | 
Gray-crowned  Rosy-Finch,  a nw.  Regional  ■ 
specialty,  were  from  Scotts  Bluff,  NE,  where 
50-75  were  seen  19-23  Jan  (GW,  KD).  A Pur- 
ple Finch  in  a Scotts  Bluff  yard  21  Jan  (RS)  ; 
was  a Nebraska  Panhandle  rarity.  Only  2 Red 
Crossbills  were  reported  away  from  the  Pan-  I 
handle  in  Nebraska:  one  was  in  Lincoln  19 

I 

Dec  (fide  LRB),  and  a male  was  in  Harlan  18 
Jan  (G&WH).  The  only  Common  Redpoll 
noted  was  in  Lincoln,  NE  19  Dec  (fide  LRB). 

A Lesser  Goldhnch  in  Barber,  KS  2 Jan  (PJ) 
was  both  unseasonable  and  extralimital. 
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Berlin  Heck,  Ford  Hendershot,  Melynda  Hick- 
man (MHi),  Jim  Hoffman  QHo),  Dana  & Bob 
Holbrook,  Ben  & Angie  Holt,  Donna  Horton 
(DHo),  Bob  Leval,  Jo  Loyd,  Lela  McCracken 
(LMc),  Kurt  Meisenzahl,  Steve  Metz,  Terry 
Mitchell,  David  Narin,  Cynthia  Oder,  Justin 
Roach,  Nancy  Reed,  Paul  Ribitzki,  Patricia  Seib- 
ert, John  Sterling  QSt),  Dave  Stevens  (DSt),  Lou 
& Mary  Truex,  Terri  Underhill,  Jerry  Vanbeb- 
ber,  Patricia  Velte,  Antonette,  Verne,  Ken 
Williams,  Jim  Winner  OWi),  Rebecca  Wolff, 
Doug  Wood,  Jimmy  Woodard  QWo).  O 


Joseph  A.  Grzybowski,  715  Elmwood  Drive 
Norman,  Oklahoma  73072,  (jgrzybowski@ucok.edu) 
W.  Ross  Silcock,  P.O.Box  57 
Tabor,  Iowa  51673,  (silcock@rosssikock.com) 
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Most  observers  around  the  state  re- 
marked on  higher  precipitation  and 
much  lower  temperatures  when 
compared  to  the  past  few  winters.  Much  of 
the  state  recorded  above-average  rainfall,  and 
there  were  significant  snowfalls  over  much  of 
the  northern  half  of  the  state,  including  a 
record  of  31.75  cm  at  Dallas  11-12  February. 
January,  in  particular,  was  very  cold,  with  be- 
low-freezing temperatures  recorded  well  into 
the  southernmost  reaches  of  the  sate.  In 
Nacogdoches,  David  Wolf  noted  that  early 
January  brought  the  coldest  weather  in  14 
years.  He  also  noted  that  the  bird  populations 
appeared  to  be  generally  unaffected,  al- 
though numbers  of  birds  seemed  to  be  down. 

As  is  often  the  case  during  more  severe 
winters,  the  Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  grabbed 
the  headlines,  with  such  spectacular  finds  as 
first  United  States  records  for  Bare-throated 
Tiger-Heron  and  Amazon  Kinghsher.  Despite 
the  numerous  pushes  of  cold  air,  there  were 
very  few  irruptions  of  finches  or  montane 
species.  Western  Bluebird  was  one  of  the  ex- 
ceptions, with  large  numbers  in  the  Trans- 
Pecos  and  above-average  numbers  on  the 
South  Plains  in  particular. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
CORMORANTS 

Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  do  not  winter 
in  ne.  Texas,  so  up  to  20  at  L.  Bob  Sandlin, 
Franklin  20  Dec-25  Feb  (DB,  LB,  MD)  and  an 
astounding  750-1000  at  John  Bunker  Sands 
Wetland,  Kaufman  20-28  Feb  (GrC)  were 
noteworthy;  the  latter  location  also  held  an 
ad,  female  Common  Shelduck,  of  unknown 
provenance,  23  Jan  (GrC).  Rare  was  a lone 
Greater  White-fronted  Goose  at  McNary  Res., 
Hudspeth  16  Dec  (BZ).  A high  count  of  429 
Ross’s  Geese  was  made  at  McNary  Res.,  Hud- 


speth 16  Dec  (BZ),  though  perhaps  more  sur- 
prising was  the  hock  of  3000  reported  at 
Hagerman  N.W.R.,  Grayson  1 Dec  QC; 
m.ob.).  An  amazing  count  of  22,500  Snow 
Geese  was  reported  in  extreme  e.  Ellis  13  Jan 
(TDr).  Single  Cackling  Geese  wandered  to 
Tornillo  Res.,  El  Paso  21  Dec  (ph.  JP)  and 
Tradinghouse  Creek  Res.,  McLennan  2 Jan 
(FB,  JMu).  Two  ad.  Trumpeter  Swans,  one 
banded,  were  near  Whiteface,  Cochran  15-28 
Feb  (ph.  KM).  There  was  a bumper  crop  of 
Tundra  Swan  sightings  from  the  South  Plains 
this  winter,  including  2 ads.  at  the  Ballard 
Creek  Ponds,  Motley  4-16  Jan  (RK,  m.ob.),  2 
ads.  and  4 imms.  near  Post,  Garza  14-18  Jan 
(StC,  m.ob.),  one  ad.  and  3 imms.  near  Spur, 
Dickens  27  Jan  (DSt),  and  3 ads.  at  Ribble 
Park,  Lubbock  7 Feb  (TSo). 

Male  Eurasian  Wigeons  were  found  near 
Thalia,  Foard  16-19  Feb  (tBSu,  ph.  HF,  RM), 
in  w.  Ellis  16-21  Dec  (ph.,  tTDr, 
m.ob.),  and  at  Rio  Bosque  Wetlands 
Park,  El  Paso,  a bird  continuing 
from  fall  that  remained  until  16  Feb 
(ph.  JSp  et  al.).  A male  Blue-winged 
Teal  was  on  the  Rio  Grande  in  w.  El 
Paso  3 Jan  (ph.  CL,  MaS,  JZ).  Two 
Greater  Scaup  at  L.  Meredith, 
Hutchinson  31  Dec  (BP)  provided  a 
nice  Panhandle  record,  while  a fe- 
male at  McNary  Res.,  Hudspeth  16 
Dec  (BZ)  and  a pair  at  Ascarate  L., 

El  Paso  3 Feb  (BZ)  were  nice  finds  in 
the  Trans-Pecos.  At  least  4000  Can- 
vasbacks  were  rafting  off  the  TX  147 
causeway  on  L.  Sam  Rayburn,  San 
Augustine  5 Jan  (fide  DWo).  Central 
Texas  Surf  Scoters  include  singles  at 
Hornsby  Bend,  Travis  3-16  Dec 
(KAn,  m.ob.),  Mitchell  L.,  Bexar  19 
Dec-2  Jan  (CHa,  m.ob.),  and  near 
Balcones  Canyonland  N.W.R.,  Bur- 
net 2 Feb  (ph.  AP).  Single  Long- 
tailed Ducks  were  noted  at  Ascarate 
L.,  El  Paso  3 Jan  (ph.  BZ),  Decker  L, 

Travis  17  Jan+  (GlC,  SM,  ph., 
m.ob.),  Roekport,  Aransas  8-27  Feb 
(ph.  KaB  et  al.),  and  Benbrook  L., 

Tairant  10  Dec  (GrC).  A possible  fe- 
male Barrow’s  Goldeneye  was  dis- 
tantly photographed  at  McNary 
Res.,  Hudspeth  16  Dec  (BZ).  A male 
Hooded  Merganser  was  reported  from  Anzal- 
duas,  Hidalgo  27  Dec+  (SHe).  Far  less  than  an 
annual  visitor  to  the  Edwards  Plateau,  a Com- 
mon Merganser  spent  1 1 Dec-26  Feb  on  the 
Guadalupe  R.  in  Kerrville,  Ken  (SS,  m.ob.).  A 
female  Red-breasted  Merganser  at  Leroy  El- 
more Park,  Lubbock  17  Dec  was  rare  for  the 
South  Plains  (AvH,  AnH). 

A Red-throated  Loon  observed  at  Ealcon 


L,,  Stan  2 Feb  QHo)  was  a first  for  the  Lower 
Rio  Grande  Valley;  others  were  at  Canyon  L., 
Comal  26  Jan  (AW,  RME)  and  off  the  Surfside 
Jetty,  Brazoria  20  Dec  (DSh).  A Pacihe  Loon 
could  be  seen  regularly  on  Canyon  L.,  Comal 
19  Jan-20  Feb  (BD,  m.ob.),  and  another  was 
at  Tornillo  Res.,  El  Paso  21  Dec-18  Jan  (JG, 
ph.  JP,  SVi).  On  the  Upper  Texas  Coast  (here- 
after, U.T.C.),  3 Least  Grebes  were  still  present 
at  Brazos  Bend  S.E,  Fort  Bend  5 Dec  (AJ),  one 
was  at  Sugar  Land,  Fort  Bend  22  Dec  (ph. 
MSI),  and  2 were  near  Brazoria,  Brazoria  3 Jan 
(LK,  VK).  An  Eared  Grebe  was  at  Nacog- 
doches, Nacogdoches  16-17  Dec  (DWo).  A 
nice  find  was  a Western  Grebe  at  Hagerman 
N.W.R.,  Grayson  1 Jan  (RR);  the  flock  at  L. 
Buchanan,  Llano  peaked  at  24  individuals  17 
Jan  (TFe).  The  only  extralimital  Clark’s  Grebe 
reported  was  one  at  Buffalo  Springs  L.,  Lub- 
bock 19  Dec  (AnH).  An  impressive  1250 


Northern  Goshawk  is  rarely  reported  in  Texas,  despite  the  close  proximity 
of  nesting  populations  in  New  Mexico.  This  immature  at  Lake  Meredith, 
Moore  County  on  1 1 January  2010  was  one  of  two  individuals  docu- 
mented in  the  state  this  season.  Photograph  by  Trey  Barron. 

American  White  Pelicans  were  counted  at  the 
L.  Livingston  dam,  Polk/San  Jacinto  7 Dec 
(BeF,  PC,  BiT,  GT),  while  5 at  Brashears  L., 
Hockley  15-16  Dec  OiH,  LeS)  was  a nice  count 
for  the  High  Plains.  Inland  Brown  Pelican 
records  continue  to  become  almost  common- 
place, with  sightings  in  East  Texas  and  the 
cen.  Oaks  & Prairies  up  tenfold  since  Hurri- 
cane Ike  (fide  BeF).  Neotropic  Cormorants 
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An  unexpected  find  for  an  inland  location  was  this  Great  Crested  Flycatcher 
at  Choke  Canyon  State  Park,  McMullen  County,  Texas  23  January  2C09. 
Photograph  by  Eric  Carpenter. 


continue  to  increase  in  El  Paso,  with  several 
pairs  seen  feeding  mostly  grown  young  at  a w. 
El  Paso  pond  3 Jan  (CL,  MaS,JZ). 

HERONS  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

A subad.  Bare-throated  Tiger-Heron  was  a 
highlight  of  the  season  at  Bentsen  S.P.,  Hidal- 
go 21  Dec-20  Jan  (ph.,  tRSn,  RN,  m.ob.), 
providing  a first  record  for  Texas  and  the 
United  States.  Extremely  unusual  for  the 
winter,  a Tricolored  Heron  was  at  John 
Bunker  Sands  Wetland,  Kaufman  5 Dec+ 
(GrC,  BC).  A Cattle  Egret  at  Rio  Grande  Vil- 
lage, Brewster  28  Dec  QA)  was  thought  to 
furnish  a first  winter  record  for  Big  Bend  N.E 
A Green  Heron  persisted  along  the  Canyon 
Lakes,  Lubbock  1-19  Dec  (AnH),  where  they 
are  very  rare  in  winter.  Lingering  Wood 
Storks  were  at  Houston’s  Arthur  Storey  Park, 
Harris  until  18  Dec  (JKe,  MA  et  al.)  and  near 
the  Atascosa/Live  Oak  county  line  2 Jan  (DM, 
WS).  Very  rare  in  winter  in  the  Trans-Pecos, 
a Turkey  Vulture  was  noted  at  El  Paso,  El 
Paso  5 Dec,  with  3 at  the  same  location  13 
Eeb  OSp).  Also  of  interest  was  a single  Turkey 
Vulture  at  Rio  Grande  Village,  Brewster  23 
Jan  OA). 

An  Osprey  at  Ransom  L.,  Lubbock  19  Dec 
(BGi,  LJ)  provided  just  the  4th  winter  record 
for  the  South  Plains.  White-tailed  Kites  near 
Quanah,  Hardeman  19  Dec  (BSu)  and  Floy- 


dada,  Floyd  25  Jan  (CWi)  made 
very  rare  winter  records.  An  ad. 
Bald  Eagle  was  seen  sporadically  at 
the  Calliham  Unit,  Choke  Canyon 
S.R,  McMullen  (CWa,  WS).  It  was  a 
banner  year  for  Northern 
Goshawk:  an  ad.  was  near  Ingram, 
Kerr  3 Dec  (ph.,  tEHu);  an  imm. 
was  at  L.  Meredith,  Moore  11  Jan 
(ph.,  tTB);  and  an  ad.  was  at 
Austin,  Travis  26  Eeb  (tJaM).  It  was 
an  invasion  year  for  Harris’s  Hawks 
on  the  U.T.C.,  with  at  least  5 re- 
ported, including  singles  as  far  e.  as 
Brazoria  and  Harris.  The  same  was 
true  for  nw.  Texas,  with  at  least  10 
Harris’s  Hawks  reported  from  Lub- 
bock. Roadside  Hawk  made  a good 
showing,  with  one  individual  at 
Frontera  Audubon  in  Weslaco,  Hi- 
dalgo 24  Jan-16  Feb  (ph.,  tJLe, 
m.ob.)  and  another  at  Falcon  S.R, 
Starr  5 Feb+  (FY,  CY,  m.ob.).  An  ad. 
Broad-winged  Hawk  was  at  Eagle 
L.,  Colorado  13  Jan  (BN).  A subad. 
White-tailed  Hawk  observed  at 
Lubbock,  Lubbock  22  Jan  (ph.  JWa, 
PW)  was  a first  for  nw.  Texas.  A 
Zone-tailed  Hawk  on  Longenbaugh 
Rd.,  Harris  13  Feb  (DDi)  provided 
the  4th  record  for  the  U.T.C.  An  ad.  Golden 
Eagle  at  Boggy  Slough  South,  Trinity  4 Dec 
was  one  of  few  records  ever  for 
the  Pineywoods  (CSh,  MiS). 

Also  of  note  was  a single  Gold- 
en Eagle  in  Throckmorton  13 
Dec  (GrC,  SG),  with  2 there  27 
Feb  (GrC).  A pair  of  Crested 
Caracaras  at  Iraan,  Pecos  20 
Feb+  (AS)  was  noteworthy  but 
overshadowed  by  one  at 
Nacogdoches,  Nacogdoches  25 
Feb  (TR),  which  was  the  first 
found  well  within  the  Piney- 
woods. A Peregrine  Falcon  off 
the  TX  147  causeway  over  L. 

Sam  Rayburn,  San  Augustine  5 
& 31  Jan  made  only  the  3rd 
area  winter  record  (DWo). 

RAILS  THROUGH  TERNS 

Rail  banding  at  San  Bernard  N.W.R.,  Brazoria 
was  very  successful:  109  Yellow  Rails  and  12 
Black  Rails  were  banded  during  the  period 
OWi,  CBr).  Out-of-season  Purple  Gallinules 
included  singles  at  Brazos  Bend  S.R,  Fort  Bend 
19  Dec  (m.ob.)  and  Estero  Llano  Grande  S.R, 
Hidalgo  15  Jan  (BN).  Thirteen  Common 
Moorhens  near  Athens,  Henderson  11  Dec 
were  thought  to  be  the  first  in  winter  for  ne. 
Texas  (DB,  LB).  A flock  of  109  Mountain 


Plovers  was  observed  on  a sod  farm  near  Jour- 
danton,  Atuscosa  25  Dec  (WS,  DM);  perhaps 
more  noteworthy  were  3 in  Throckmorton  13 
Dec  (GrC,  SG)  and  at  least  10  near  Mereta, 
Tom  Green  24  Feb  (MLa).  An  American  Avo- 
cet  was  at  Ft.  Hancock  Res.,  El  Paso  18  Jan 
(ph.  JP).  The  Northern  Jagana  at  Choke 
Canyon  S.R,  McMullen  remained  throughout 
the  season,  despite  two  hard  freezes.  Three 
Solitary  Sandpipers  at  the  Mason  sewage 
ponds.  Mason  12-25  Jan  were  unexpected  for 
the  Edwards  Plateau  (DF,  BoF).  An  impressive 
count  of  1310  Long-billed  Curlews  returning 
to  their  roost  was  tallied  during  the  Cypress 
Creek  C.B.C.,  Waller  1 Jan  (RW,  JSc  et  al.).  A 
Red  Knot  at  Pine  Gully  Park,  Harris  20  Dec 
(DDi,  HS)  was  notable  for  its  inner  bay  loca- 
tion. A Purple  Sandpiper  was  discovered  near 
Port  Isabel,  Cameron  25  Feb+  (ScC,  t,  ph., 
m.ob.);  it  frequented  an  area  of  tidal  flats 
rather  than  the  rocky  areas  normally  preferred 
by  the  species.  A Dunlin  at  L.  Childress,  Chil- 
dress 10  Jan  (BP)  was  just  the  5th  winter 
record  for  the  Panhandle. 

An  ad.  Little  Gull  was  at  White  Rock  L., 
Dallas  8 Dec-5  Mar  (tCR,  GrC  et  al.).  A 
Laughing  Gull  was  at  the  L.  Livingston  spill- 
way, Polk/San  Jacinto  6 Feb  (DWo,  RT).  Single 
Franklin’s  Gulls  were  at  Gibbons  Creek  Res., 
Grimes  11-12  Dec  (TFr,  BrT)  and  L.  Bob  San- 
dlin, Titus  20  Dec  (DB).  Trans-Pecos 
Franklin’s  Gulls  included  one  at  McNary  Res., 


Hudspeth  16  Dec  and  another  at  Bahnorhea  L., 
Reeves  18-19  Dec  (ph.  EB,  CTL).  California 
Gulls  were  reported  from  Port  O’Connor,  Cal- 
houn 1 Dec  (BFr),  Buffalo  Creek  Res.,  Wichita 
13  Dec  (GrC,  SG),  L.  Buchanan,  Llatto  17 
Jan-28  Feb  (ph.,  TFe,  EC,  ByS),  and  L. 
Tawakoni,  Rains  5 Feb  (MW).  A Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull  at  McDonald  L,  Randall  24  Jan 
(BP)  was  considered  accidental  for  the  Pan- 
handle. A first-cycle  Glaucous  Gull  was  at  L. 
Ray  Hubbard,  Dallas  11  Jan-28  Feb  (CR, 
BoS),  while  an  ad.  was  unexpected  near  Amar- 


all  the  way  to  Lubbock,  Lubbock  County,  Texas  26-28  (here  27)  February  2010. 
Photograph  by  Susan  Bergeson. 
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One  of  the  more  surprising  finds  of  the  season  on  the  Upper  Texas  Coast  was  a Rock 
Wren  that  frequented  a rocky  area  at  Pine  Gully  Park  In  Seabrook,  Harris  County  from 
19  (here  20)  December  2009  through  IS  March  2010.  Photograph  by  David  McDonald. 


illo,  Potter  14  Feb  (ph.  BP).  A Great  Black- 
backed  Gull  was  at  Boca  Chica,  Cameron  29 
Dec-6  Mar  (ph.,  tJO  et  al).  A most  inexplica- 
ble sighting  was  a Black  Skimmer  present  at 
L.  Waco,  McLennan  23  Dec-4  Jan  (ph.  EHa); 
the  birds  appearance  in  the  middle  of  Texas 
could  not  be  tied  to  a weather  pattern.  Eighty 
Gull-billed  Terns  were  tallied  at  Laguna  Atas- 
cosa N.W.R.,  Cameron  18  Jan  (BN). 

CUCKOOS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

A high  count  for  winter  of  7 Groove-billed 
Anis  was  reported  from  Falcon  S.R,  Stair  27 
Feb  (AW).  The  Lake  O'  the  Pines  C.B.C.,  Up- 
shiir/Marion  yielded  impressive  owl  counts: 
74  Eastern  Screech-Owls,  12  Great  Horned 
Owls,  and  9 Barred  Owls  26  Dec  (DB,  DWe). 
A Long-eared  Owl  at  Granger  L.,  Willicinison 
2-9  Jan  (EC,  KHa,  KS,  m.ob.)  provided  a frrst 
county  record.  Unexpected  in  cen.  Texas  at 
any  season,  a Lesser  Nighthawk  in  San  Mar- 
cos, Hays  18-26  Feh  may  have  been  present 
much  of  the  winter  OHu,  ph.  SR).  An  uniden- 
tihecl  nighthawk  was  at  San  Bernard  N.W.R., 
Brazoria  2 Feb  (CBr).  A Chuck-will's-widow 
was  reported  at  High  L,  Galveston  14  Feb  (BJ, 
EJ).  A Whip-poor-will  was  discovered  at 
Freeport,  Brazoria  20  Dec  (ph.  MLi,  TFi, 
SHe).  A Buff-hellied  Hummingbird  wintered 
in  Bastrop  late  Dec-17  Feb  (ph.  ChC).  Un- 
precedented was  the  appearance  of  Magnih- 
cent  LIummingbirds  this  season  in  the  Trans- 
Pecos,  with  an  imm.  male  from  the  fall  con- 
tinuing at  the  Davis  Mts.  Resort,  Jeff  Davis  un- 


til 10  Dec  (KeB)  and  another 
in  El  Paso,  El  Paso  13-14  Dec 
and  26  Jan  (JoL,  ph.  BZ).  A 
Ruby-throated  Humminghird 
was  unexpected  in  Austin, 
Travis  7 Jan-2  Feb  (ph.  BaR). 
Increasing  numbers  of  Ruby- 
throated  Humminghirds  are 
wintering  along  the  coast,  as 
evidenced  by  7+  banded  7 
Feb  in  Brazoria  (SHe  et  al.). 
A Black-chinned  Humming- 
bird was  observed  and  pho- 
tographed in  Angelina  29 
Nov-8  Dec  QaB,  SB,  MHW). 
An  Anna’s  Hummingbird  was 
present  1 Dec-10  Jan  in 
Houston,  Harris  (KKi),  and 
another  was  in  nearhy 
Friendswood,  Harris  9 Dec 
(MA).  A Costas  Humming- 
hird from  the  fall  continued 
in  the  Christmas  Mts.,  Brew- 
ster through  16  Feb  (COJ  et 
al.).  A Calliope  Humming- 
bird from  the  fall  in  Austin, 
Travis  was  apparently  redis- 
covered 11  Feb  and  remained  through  the 
end  of  the  period  (SY,  m.oh.).  Another  Cal- 
liope spent  the  winter  in  Houston,  Harris 
QaR,  WR).  Broad-tailed  Humminghirds  were 
reported  from  Houston,  Harris  20-24  Dec 
(JaR,  WR)  and  Estero  Llano  Grande  S.R,  Hi- 
dalgo 31  Dec  (MaH).  An 
Allen’s  Hummingbird  fre- 
quented an  Alpine,  Brew- 
ster feeder  17  Jan-14  Feb 
(ph.  ML). 

A female  Amazon 
Kingfisher  was  discov- 
ered along  Zacate  Cr.  in 
Laredo,  Webb  24  Jan-3 
Feb  (ph.,  tAW;  ph., 
tRME),  establishing  a 
hrst  Texas  and  United 
States  record.  Lewis’s 
Woodpeckers  present  in 
the  fall  that  remained  into 
the  winter  included  one 
at  Musquiz  Canyon,  Jeff 
Davis  until  13  Dec  (ML, 
m.oh.),  one  at  Rio  Grande 
Village  24  Jan  (DPr)  that 
was  perhaps  the  same  individual  present  in 
Oct,  and  one  in  Midland,  Midland  until  2 Feb 
(m.ob.).  It  was  a good  winter  for  Acorn  Wood- 
pecker in  El  Paso,  with  one  to  3 reported  from 
at  least  three  locations  (DA,  JR  BZ).  A Golden- 
fronted  Woodpecker  in  Port  O’Connor,  Cal- 
houn 6-9  Dec  (BFr)  was  e.  of  the  normal  range 
and  rare  for  this  coastal  location.  A male  Red- 


naped  Sapsucker  was  seen  along  Borrego  Cr.,  ) 
Atascosa  12  Dec  (WS).  Ladder-backed  Wood- 
peckers were  reported  from  the  U.T.C.  at  Bra- 
zoria N.W.R.,  Brazoria  20  Dec  and  5 Jan  (BW, 

JKe)  and  at  LaFitte’s  Cove,  Galveston  through 
the  season  (BrT  et  al.).  A female  Downy 
Woodpecker  in  extreme  w.  Hudspeth  18  Jan 
QP)  made  an  unexpected  county  first.  | 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  SWALLOWS 

A very  late  Eastern  Wood-Pewee  was  in  Port 
O’Connor,  Calhoun  6 Dec  (BFr).  A Gray  Fly- 
catcher was  seen  at  La  Rosita,  Duval  7 Jan 
(BFr).  East  of  its  expected  range  was  a Black 
Phoehe  at  Floresville  River  Park,  Wilson  12 
Feb-i-  (ph.  CBu).  A Great  Crested  Elycatcher 
was  heard  at  Choke  Canyon  S.R,  McMullen  5 
Dec  (WS),  while  another  was  nearhy  in  Live 
Oak  23  Jan  (ph.  EC,  MB).  Unusual  for  the 
winter  season  was  a Brown-crested  Flycatch- 
er near  Gillett,  Karnes  22  Dec  (DM).  A Great 
Kiskadee  wandered  n.  to  Luhhock,  Lubbock  ; 
26-28  Feb  (CaC,  m.ob.)  and  provided  the  3rd  ' 
record  for  the  South  Plains.  Two  Tropical  * 
Kingbirds  were  found  at  Lake  Casa  Blanca  In-  i 
ternational  S.R,  Webb  30  Jan  (EC).  Couch’s 
Kingbirds  were  reported  in  above-average  | 
numbers  on  the  periphery  of  the  current 
range,  including  at  scattered  locations  on  the  j 
U.T.C.  and  with  multiple  individuals  in  e.  ! 
Hays  and  Travis  (m.ob.).  More  unexpected  j' 
were  2 Couch’s  Kingbirds  at  Waco,  McLennan  :: 
2 Jan+  (MY,  ph.  HT),  for  a first  county  record. 


and  one  at  Kurth  L.,  Angelina  10  Jan  (CM, 
LD,  LyS).  Notable  was  a Western  Kingbird  at 
Cedar  Hill  Park,  Chambers  13  Feb+  (ph.  JaL, 
BSa,  JaS  et  al.).  Lingering  Scissor- tailed  Fly- 
catchers included  one  at  Hagerman  N.W.R., 
Grayson  1 Dec  (JC,  m.oh.)  and  another  in 
McLennan  19  Dec  (BiR).  Rose-throated  Be- 
cards  were  present  throughout  the  winter  at 


Part  of  a notable  Influx  of  Mexican  species  in  the  Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  in  winter 
2009-2010,  this  stunning  male  Aztec  Thrush  was  at  Bentsen-Rio  Grande  State  Park,  Hi- 
dalgo County  16  (here)  and  17  February  2010.  Photograph  by  Rick  Nirschl. 
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Two  White-collared  Seedeaters  were  documented  at  Del  Rio,  Val  Verde 
County,  Texas  20  February  201 0.  This  site  is  well  north  of  the  known  range  of 
this  species,  but  potential  areas  of  habitat  in  Maverick  County  may  in  fact 
hold  populations  of  seedeaters.  Photograph  by  Karen  Gleason. 


Estero  Llano  Grande  S.R,  Hidalgo  (m.ob.)  and 
Bentsen  S.R,  Hidalgo  (m.ob.);  another  was  at 
Mission,  Hidalgo  13  Feb  (DDa). 

Northern  Shrikes  were  reported  near  L. 
Meredith,  Hutchinson  31  Dec  and  at  Thomp- 
son Grove,  Dallam  6 Jan  (BR).  Huttons  Vireo 
has  only  recently  become  a winter  visitor  to 
El  Faso,  where  2 were  observed  13  Dec-30 
Jan  (BZ).  A Hutton’s  Vireo  at  Balcones 
Canyonlands  N.W.R.,  Travis  14  Dec  (CSe) 
was  farther  n.  than  expected.  A Blue  Jay  in  El 
Paso,  El  Paso  3 Jan  QZ)  was  a rare  find  and 
the  first  in  several  years  for  the  area.  As  many 
as  6 Green  Jays  along  Cibolo  Cr.,  Bexar/Comal 
during  the  period  (MSi  et  al.)  were  on  the  n. 
limit  of  the  species’  range.  Up  to  3 Brown  Jays 
frequented  feeders  in  San  Ygnacio,  Zapata  22 
Jan-r  (BrR,  JiR,  T,  ph.,  m.ob.);  this  species  has 
all  but  disappeared  from  the  state.  Two  West- 
ern Scrub-Jays  near  McNary  Res.,  Hudspeth  16 
Dec  (MaS,  JZ)  made  for  a rare  county  record. 
Thirty  Pinyon  Jays  at  the  Pine  Springs  camp- 
ground in  Guadalupe  Mountains  N.R,  Culber- 
son 16  Dec  (BC)  were  the  only  ones  reported. 
It  appears  that  Fish  Crow  has  expanded  its 
range  via  the  Trinity  R.  to  include  Polk,  San 
Jacinto,  Trinity,  and  Walker  (PC);  this  species 
was  also  reported  from  scattered  locations  in 
n.  Harris  (GP,  GB  et  ah).  Up  to  5 Tree  Swal- 
lows were  at  L.  Ray  Hubbard,  Dallas/Rockwall 
2 Jan  (RR).  Four  Cave  Swallows  near  Boggy 
Slough  South,  Trinity  4 Dec  (CSh,  MiS)  pro- 
vided the  first  winter  report  for  the  Piney- 
woods.  Also  of  note  was  a group  of  100  at 
Gibbons  Creek  Res.,  Grimes  11  Dec  (TFr), 
one  over  Country  Club  L.,  Brazos  10  Jan 
(TH),  and  20  found  dead  under  a Hwy.  6 
overpass  in  Brazos  11  Jan  (TH),  presumed 
victims  of  a recent  cold  snap. 

PARIDS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Up  to  3 Juniper  Titmice  continued  from  the 
fall  at  El  Paso,  El  Paso,  with  one  lingering  un- 
til 2 Mar  (DA,  JKi,  BZ).  A Bushtit  at  China 
Spring,  McLennan  29  Dec  (FB)  provided  the 
first  county  record  since  1974.  Two  White- 
breasted Nuthatches  strayed  to  El  Paso,  El 
Paso  3 Jan  (CL),  and  one  was  noted  27  Feb  in 
Throckmorton  (GrC).  A female  Brown-headed 
Nuthatch  at  Fort  Boggy  S.R,  Leon  19  Dec 
(KAr)  provided  a county  first.  A Rock  Wren  at 
Seabrook,  Harris  19  Dec-r  (TFi  et  al.)  was  just 
the  3rd  for  the  U.T.C.  A Sedge  Wren  wandered 
to  Buffalo  Springs  L.,  Lubbock  19  Dec  (AnH). 
Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers  lingered  in  the  Piney- 
woods  in  unprecedented  numbers,  with  a high 
of  12  found  on  the  Nacogdoches  C.B.C., 
Nacogdoches  19  Dec  (m.oh.).  At  least  a few 
continued  into  the  winter  in  the  county,  with 
singles  near  Diboll  5 Jan  (DWo),  in  Central 
Heights  through  24  Jan  (MHW),  and  at  the 


Angelina  end  of  the  TX  147  bridge 
31  Jan  (DWo).  A Northern 
Wheatear  attracted  a lot  of  atten- 
tion near  Beeville,  Bee  30  Dec-t- 
QoB,  t,  ph.,  m.oh.)  and  provided 
the  2nd  record  for  the  state.  West- 
ern Bluebirds  made  a very  strong 
showing  in  the  w.  third  of  the 
state,  with  the  easternmost  birds 
found  including  singles  at  L. 

Trammell,  Nolan  1 Jan  (DDC,  DL), 
near  Crowell,  Loard  17  Feb  (HF, 

RM,  BSu),  near  Concan,  Uvalde  20 
Feb  (ph.,  TDa),  and  9 near  Sonora, 

Sutton  20  Feb  (ph.,  ByS).  Four 
Mountain  Bluebirds  were  e.  of  the 
normal  wintering  grounds  in 
Throckmorton  13  Dec  (GrC,  SG).  A 
stunning  male  Aztec  Thrush  made 
a brief  appearance  at  Bentsen  S.R, 

Hidalgo  16-17  Feb  (ph.,  tBSc,  DSc 
et  al).  Out-of-place  Gray  Catbirds  included 
one  at  Big  Bend’s  Rio  Grande  Village,  Brewster 
26  Jan  QA)  and  another  at  the  White  Rock 
Lake  Fish  Hatchery,  Dallas  5 Jan-26  Feb  (CR). 
An  excellent  find  was  a Curve-billed  Thrasher 
in  Throckmorton  13  Dec  (GrC,  SG).  A Crissal 
Thrasher  in  Midland  23  Dec  (AK,  DKe)  was  on 
the  edge  of  where  the  species  occurs  with  any 
frequency.  A Sprague’s  Pipit  near  Tyler,  Smitli  3 
Dec  (PB)  was  the  first  found  in  the  county  in 
almost  30  years.  A Phainopepla  was  at  Tub- 
hock,  Lubbock  26-28  Feb  (ph.  PK,  m.ob.). 

Tennessee  Warblers  made  rare  winter  ap- 
pearances at  Galveston,  Galveston  19  Dec 
QSe)  and  at  Aransas  N.W.R.,  Aransas  10  Jan 
(BFr).  A late  migrating  Nashville  Warbler  was 
at  John  Bunker  Sands  Wetland,  Kaufman  5 
Dec  (GrC,  BC).  A Chestnut-sided  Warbler  at 
Port  O’Connor,  Calhoun  1 Dec  (BFr)  may  have 
been  a very  late  migrant.  Black-throated  Gray 
Warblers  were  found  at  San  Marcos,  Hays  30 
Jan-^  (ph.  IL,  m.ob.)  and  El  Paso,  El  Paso  2-18 
Jan  (ph.  JP),  the  latter  returning  to  the  same 
location  where  one  wintered  the  previous 
year.  A male  Townsend’s  Warbler  frequented 
the  area  around  the  headquarters  of  Aransas 
N.W.R.,  Aransas  9 Jan-r  QMc,  m.ob.).  A Yel- 
low-throated Warbler  at  Lake  L.B.J.,  Llano  18 
Dec  (DBr)  was  at  the  same  location  for  a 4th 
consecutive  winter.  A Palm  Warbler  was  pres- 
ent at  La  Rosita,  Duval  7 Jan  (BFr).  A Prairie 
Warbler  near  Choke  Canyon,  Live  Oak  8-9  Jan 
(ph.  DDi,  CaB)  provided  a nice  inland  winter 
record.  A female  Black-and-white  Warbler 
present  at  Utopia,  Uvalde  since  the  fall  re- 
mained until  at  least  18  Feb  (MiH).  A male 
American  Redstart  at  L.  Tyler,  Smith  19  Dec 
(PB)  was  far  n.  of  typical  wintering  range.  A 
Prothonotary  Warbler  lingered  at  Buffalo  Bay- 
ou in  Houston,  Harris  until  28  Dec  (KKn).  A 


Louisiana  Waterthrush  at  Sequin,  Guadalupe 
12  Dec-10  Jan  (DM)  was  well  inland  for  a 
wintering  individual. 

SEEDEATERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Two  White-collared  Seedeaters  were  much 
farther  up  the  Rio  Grande  drainage  than  ex- 
pected at  Del  Rio,  Val  Verde  20  Feb  (ph.  KG). 
A Green-tailed  Towhee  took  up  residence  in 
Greenwood,  Red  River  in  mid-Jan  but  did  not 
come  to  the  attention  of  area  birders  until  23 
Feb  OXVSJ,  ph.  RSm,  BH)  and  established  the 
first  record  for  East  Texas  since  1977.  Also  of 
interest  was  a Green-tailed  Towhee  at  Sac- 
ahuistale  Flats,  Willacy  31  Dec  (MBS).  Spot- 
ted Towhees  on  the  e.  edge  of  their  range  in- 
cluded singles  in  Grimes  11  Dec  (TFr)  and 
Panola  2 Jan  (PH,  BGu),  A Cassin's  Sparrow 
s.  of  Alvin,  Brazoria  28  Feb  (BFr)  was  just 
the  3rd  for  the  U.T.C.  American  Tree  Sparrow 
has  become  an  increasingly  rare  find  in  n.- 
cen.  Texas;  this  season,  up  to  2 were  present 
in  Wilbarger  27  Jan-18  Feb,  and  another  was 
in  a separate  location  in  the  county  16  Feb 
(BSu).  Eastward- wandering  Brewer's  Spar- 
rows included  one  at  Balcones  Canyonland 
N.W.R.,  Burnet  6 Feb  (BRe)  and  2 all  season 
near  Choke  Canyon,  Live  Oak  (WS,  MaH  et 
al.).  Two  Sage  Sparrows  at  Midland,  Midland 
6 Dec-22  Jan  (DKe,  ph.,  m.ob.)  provided  a 
rare  local  record.  A Black-throated  Sparrow 
wandered  to  Dickens  Springs,  Dickens  17  Jan 
(StC).  Lark  Buntings  continued  to  be  present 
in  above-average  numbers  in  South  Texas, 
while  farther  n.  and  e.,  5 at  Mullins  Prairie 
Loop,  Payette  24  Jan  (SVa  et  al.)  provided  a 
county  first.  A concentrated  effort  to  survey 
restored  grassland  glades  in  Montgomeiy  and 
Walker  resulted  in  a high  count  of  89 
Henslow’s  Sparrows  (CSh,  RSc  et  al.).  Harris’s 
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Sparrows  were  found  in  higher-than-normal 
numbers  in  ne.  Texas  this  season,  with  up  to 
55  reported  from  five  counties  from  Delta  e. 
to  Harrison  (m.ob.);  one  in  Jefferson  6 Dec 
(JWh)  was  a nice  find  so  close  to  the  coast. 
Longspurs  were  reported  from  areas  in  the  e. 
portion  of  the  state,  where  they  are  not  often 
seen,  including  Lapland,  McCown’s,  and 
Chestnut-collared  Longspurs  in  McLennan  5 
Dec-i-  (m.ob.),  Lapland  in  Burleson  17  Jan 
(SW,  DWi),  Lapland  in  Waller  1 Jan-5  Feb 
(m.ob.),  and  impressive  counts  of  1650  Lap- 
lands  in  Red  River  10  Jan  (DB)  and  2000 
Chestnut-collareds  in  Coryell  9 Jan  (DCi). 

A lingering  Summer  Tanager  was  in 
Austin,  Travis  17-18  Dec  (ph.  NV),  while 
more  unexpected  singles  were  in  Moiris  11 
Jan  (LB)  and  Concan,  Uvalde  17  Feb  (ph, 
BoR).  Western  Tanagers  of  note  included  a 
male  in  Chappell  Hill,  Washington  1 Jan 
(DV),  2 at  High  L,  Galveston  14  Feb  (BJ,  EJ), 
one  in  Jefferson  21  Feb  (AB),  and  another 
near  Fredericksburg,  Gillespie  20-23  Feb  (ph. 
LL).  A female  Crimson-collared  Grosbeak 
was  at  Bentsen  S.R,  Hidalgo  7-12  Dec  (ph., 
tRSn),  while  a male  was  at  Quinta  Mazatlan, 
Hidalgo  3-19  Feb.  (KA,  t,  ph.,  m.ob.).  A 
Pyrrhuloxia  wandered  e.  to  College  Station, 
Brazos  19-27  Dec  (BN,  BM,  ph.  JoH).  A fe- 
male Black-headed  Grosbeak  in  Magnolia, 
Montgomeiy  24  Jan  (KHi,  GH)  provided  a 
rare  Pineywoods  record.  A pair  of  Blue 
Buntings  frequented  Laguna  Atascosa 
N.W.R.,  Cameron  12  Feb+  (CN,JoS,  DKu,  t, 
ph.,  m.ob.),  although  the  female  was  rarely 
reported.  Very  unexpected  was  an  ad.  male 
Lazuli  Bunting  in  Ellis  17  Feh  (ph.  JMo). 
Painted  Bunting  appears  to  be  increasing  in 
winter,  particularly  along  the  coast.  However, 
singles  at  Big  Bend's  Mouse  Canyon,  Brewster 
6 Feb  (CH)  and  Terlingua  Ranch,  Brewster  28 
Feb  (SHa)  were  noteworthy.  A Dickcissel  was 
in  Jim  Wells  12  Dec  (LJo).  Rusty  Blackbirds 
made  a good  showing  in  nw.  Texas,  with  one 
at  Lubbock,  Lubbock  19  Dec  (CSt),  2 at 
Muleshoe  N.W.R.,  Bailey  20  Dec  (AnH,  AvH), 
2 at  White  River  L.,  Crosby  2 Jan  (AvH,  AnH), 
and  4 near  Crowell,  Foard  17-27  Feb  (RM, 
BSu,  HF).  Twelve  Common  Crackles  were  at 
Balmorhea  S.R,  Reeves  22  Jan  (ML).  A very 
late  ad.  male  Orchard  Oriole  was  at  Brazoria 
N.W.R.,  Brazoria  30  Dec  (ph.  DPI).  A female 
Hooded  Oriole  wintered  in  El  Paso,  El  Paso 
for  the  2nd  consecutive  year  (BZ).  Baltimore 
Orioles  were  found  at  scattered  locations,  in- 
cluding Montgomery  26  Dec-12  Jan  (FK)  and 
Brazos  31  Jan+  (TSa),  and  most  notable  was  a 
male  at  Rio  Grande  Village,  Brewster  26  Jan 
OA).  A male  Scott’s  Oriole  spent  the  season  in 
Comfort,  Kendcdl  (ph.  CD),  and  another  male 
was  at  the  Heart  of  the  Hills  Fisheries  Center, 


Kerr  5 Feb  (TC).  Evening  Grosbeak  has  be- 
come a very  rare  visitor  to  Texas  over  the  past 
two  decades,  so  it  is  quite  a surprise  that  2 
were  documented  this  season:  a male  at  Boot 
Canyon,  Brewster  12  Dec  (ph.,  tML;  RL)  and 
female  at  Sloan,  San  Saba  25  Feb-8  Mar  (pb., 
tCbB). 
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rett Pierce,  David  Plunkett  (DPI),  Donald  Pri- 
mack  (DPr),  Stephen  Ramirez,  Bob  Rasa 
(BoR),  Ross  Rasmussen,  Bill  Ravenscroft 
(BiR),  Bill  Reiner  (BRe),  Barbara  Ribble  (BaR), 
Thomas  Riecke,  Brenda  Ringo  (BrR),  Jim 
Ringo  OiR)>  Jati  Risser  XVill  Risser, 

Chris  Runk,  Susan  Sander,  Terri  Sandvik 
(TSa),  Bill  Saulmon  (BSa),  Rick  Schaefer 
(RSc),  John  Schneider  OSc),  Annaliese  Scog- 
gin,  Michael  Scoggin  (MiS),  Marcy  Scott 
(MaS),  Bob  Scranton  (BSc),  Dawn  Scranton 
(DSc),  Willie  Sekula  (South  Texas:  7063  Co. 
Rd.  228,  Falls  City,  TX  78113-2627.  email: 
wsekula@COPPER.NET),  Chuck  Sexton 
(CSe),  Jeff  Sexton  (JSe),  Cliff  Shackelford 
(CSh),  Dennis  Shepler  (DSh),  Mike  Sims 
(MSi),  Margaret  Sloan  (MSI),  Howard  Smith, 
J.W.  Smith  Jr.  QXVS),  Leanna  Smith  (LeS), 
Lynn  Smith  (LyS),  Roberta  Smith  (RSm),  Rick 
Snider  (RSn),  Tom  SoRelle  (TSo),  Kim 
Soechting,  John  Sproul  QSp),  Diane  Stelzer 
(DSt),  Joyce  Stevens  OoS),  Cliff  Stogner  (CSt), 
Bob  Stone  (BoS),  Byron  Stone  (ByS),  Jay 
Stormer  QaS),  Mary  Beth  Stowe  (MBS),  Brady 
Surber  (BSu),  Bryan  Tarbox  (BrT),  Bill  Taylor 
(BiT),  Ginny  Taylor,  Heidi  Truedell,  Robert 
Truss,  Stan  VanSandt  (SVa),  Niki  Vick,  Steve 
Vinson  (SVi),  Darrell  Vollert,  Christian  Walk- 
er (CWa),  Jeff  Wallace  QWa),  Patrice  Wallace, 
David  Weaver  (DWe),  Ron  Weeks  (UTC:  110 
Indian  Warrior,  Lake  Jackson,  TX  77566. 
email:  ronweeks@sbcglobal 

.net).  Bob  White,  Matt  White,  John  Whittle 
QWh),  Shirley  Wilkerson,  Dan  Wilkerson 
(DWi),  Jennifer  Wilson  QWi),  Catherine 
Winans  (CWi),  David  Wolf  (DWo),  Mimi 
Hoppe  Wolf  (MHW),  Alan  Wormington,  Matt 
York,  Carolyn  Young,  Scott  Young,  Frank 
Yulling,  Jimmy  Zabriskie,  Barry  Zimmer.  ^ 


Mark  W.  Lockwood,  402  East  Harriet  Avenue 
Alpine,  Texas  79830,  (mark.lockwood@tpwd.state.tx.us) 
Randy  Pinkston,  3505  Hemlock  Court 
Temple,  Texas  76502  (drpinkston@sbcglobal.net) 

Ron  Weeks,  110  Indian  Warrior 

Lake  Jackson,  Texas  77566  (ronweeks@sbcglobal.net). 
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The  El  Nino  winter  dealt  the  Region  a 
cold  December,  ranked  by  the  Nation- 
al Climatic  Data  Center  as  much  below 
normal.  After  a near-normal  January,  both 
states  ended  with  below-normal  statewide  av- 
erage temperatures  in  February.  Colorado  en- 
joyed near-normal  statewide  precipitation 
over  the  season,  with  a dry  January  bracketed 
by  above-normal  precipitation  in  December 
and  February.  Wyoming  came  up  short  on 
precipitation  all  winter,  though,  ending  the 
season  ranked  much  below  normal — their 
eighth  driest  winter  in  115  years  of  records. 
Drought  crept  back  into  the  western  third  or 
so  of  Wyoming  at  moderate  levels,  with  the 
state’s  middle  swath  abnormally  dry.  North- 
western Colorado  shared  abnormally  dry  sta- 
tus by  the  end  of  the  period. 

Several  notable  birds  stayed  on  reliable 
winter  territories  for  extended  periods  in  Col- 
orado, including  Red-shouldered  Hawk, 
Snowy  Owl,  Golden-crowned  Sparrow,  and 
White-winged  Crossbill.  Another  winter  with 
reports  of  Iceland  Gull  continues  the  trend; 
the  species  has  become  annual  in  Colorado. 
Winter  Wrens  had  a strong  showing  and  a bit 
of  extra  scrutiny  in  attempts  to  establish  sub- 
species— perhaps  for  escrow  lists? 

Note:  Due  to  reporting  biases,  all  locations 
can  be  assumed  to  be  in  Colorado  except  that 
each  Wyoming  location  is  noted  as  such  the 
first  time  it  appears  in  the  text.  Because  most 
rarities  are  seen  by  multiple  observers,  only 
the  observer(s)  initially  finding  and  identify- 
ing the  bird  are  cited.  Undocumented  reports 
from  Colorado  of  Colorado  Bird  Records 
Committee  (C.B.R.C.)  review  species 
(<www.cfo-link.org>)  are  not  included  in  this 
report. 


WATERFOWL 

The  16  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  winter- 
ing in  Delta,  Delta  from  16  Dec  (A.  Robin- 
song)  were  quite  unusual  for  the  West  Slope. 
Continuing  the  recent  trend  of  the  winter 
presence  of  Mute  Swan  in  Colorado,  individ- 
uals were  noted  in  Montrose  in  Dec,  Pueblo  in 
Jan,  and  Adams  in  Feb;  the  species  is  not  yet 
on  the  state’s  official  list.  Five  Trumpeter 
Swans  visited  Rocky  Ford,  Otero  2-13  Feb 
(SO),  and  we  received  six  reports  of  39  Tun- 
dra Swans  this  season.  A male  Wood  Duck 
was  both  at  high  elevation  and  out  of  season 
in  Carbondale,  Garfield  6 Feb  (DF). 

Dark  dabbling  ducks  have  become  the  rage  in  Col- 
orado. Reports  of  Mexican  Ducks  (the  diazi  sub- 
species of  Mallard)  are  increasing,  as  are  reports  of  Mal- 
lard hybrids  of  various  sorts.  This  winter,  a Mexican  Duck 
was  found  on  the  Penrose  C.B.C.,  Fremont  20  Dec  (MP  et 
al.),  while  American  Black  Duck  x Mallard  hybrids  were 
found  in  Larimer  8 Dec  (DAL)  and  in  El  Paso  14  Dec  (MP, 
BKP,  K.  Lewantowia).  Even  more  interesting,  a dark  male 
duck  at  Pueblo,  Pueblo  19  Dec  (ph.  BKP)  was  thought  by 
most  to  be  a Mottled  Duck  x Mallard;  the  state  still  awaits 
its  first  verified  record  of  Mottled  Duck.  Watch  for  news  in 
the  spring  report  of  the  explosion  of  Mexican  Duck  reports 
at  that  season. 

The  first  Cinnamon  Teal  of  the  “spring” 
was  a bit  early  in  Delta  12  Feb  (fide  CD).  The 
913  Ring-necked  Ducks  in  Adams  3 Jan  (LS) 
might  represent  a new  maximum  count  for 
the  state.  A very  large  number  for  the  season, 
24  Greater  Scaup  were  noted  on  the  Rocky 
Ford  C.B.C.  17  Dec  (fide  SO),  and  the  only 
seasonal  scoter  was  a Surf  on  the  Pueblo  Res. 
C.B.C.  19  Dec  (LS).  Long-tailed  Ducks  away 
from  John  Martin  (Bent)  and  Pueblo  reser- 
voirs, where  nearly  annual  in  winter,  were 
single  birds  at  Barr  L.,  Adams  5 Dec  (TD,  BK) 
and  Dry  Creek  Res.,  Larimer  1 Jan  (BK  et  al). 
As  many  as  192  Barrow’s  Goldeneyes  were  tal- 
lied at  a usual  winter  concentration  point 
near  Carbondale  6 Feb  (DF)  for  what  is  prob- 
ably a Regional  maximum.  An  apparent  Bar- 
row’s Goldeneye  x Hooded  Merganser  hybrid 
(sex  unreported  but  presumably  a male)  visit- 
ed Pueblo  7 Jan  (RM).  A Red-breasted  Mer- 
ganser was  quite  a hnd  at  Ridgway  Res., 
Ouray  21  Dec-1  Jan  (KN);  the  species  is  very 
rare  in  winter  on  the  West  Slope. 

LOONS  THROUGH  RAILS 

Single  Pacific  Loons  crept  into  the  season  at 
Standley  L.,  Jefferson  1 Dec  (LS)  and  Pueblo 
Res.  2 Dec  (BKP),  while  the  latter  water  body 
supported  4 Common  Loons  through  the  sea- 
son (BKP).  Two  Common  Loons  were  on 
Carter  L.,  Larimer  1 Jan  on  the  Loveland 
C.B.C.  (BK  et  al.).  A Red-necked  Grebe 


graced  Pueblo  Res.  12  Dec  (R.  Martin,  BM, 
BKP),  while  the  only  winter  grebe  away  from 
that  site  was  a single  Western  at  Delta  1-4  Dec 
(fide  CD). 

American  White  Pelicans  lingered  into  the  season 
at  four  sites,  a considerably  larger  spread  than  is 
typical  in  winter.  An  injured  bird  found  1 Dec  at  Ridgway 
Res.  (KN)  relocated  to  the  Ouray  hot  springs,  where  it  fed 
on  goldfish  through  9 Dec  {fide  CD).  Ten  were  noted  at 
John  Martin  Res.  4 Dec  (DN)  but  did  not  stay  for  the  local 
C.B.C  Another  injured  bird,  missing  primaries  on  its  right 
wing,  was  at  Cherry  Creek  Res.,  Arapahoe,  first  seen  5 Dec 
(P.  Berry)  and  last  seen  being  eaten  by  a Bald  Eagle  4 Jan. 
The  final  tardy  individual  was  the  farthest  out  of  range, 
at  the  Dave  Johnston  Power  Plant  in  Converse,  WY  28  Jan 
(D.  Faulkner). 

The  14  Double-crested  Cormorants  at 
Pueblo  Res.  on  the  local  C.B.C.  may  account 
for  a state  winter  maximum.  An  Osprey  at 
Lamar,  Prowers  2 Dec  (D.  Russell)  was  very 
late.  Northern  Goshawk  was  recorded  for  the 
4th  consecutive  winter  at  Chico  Basin  Ranch, 
CO,  an  unprecedented  streak  for  the  e.  plains; 
this  year’s  bird  was  a juv.  on  the  El  Paso  side 
of  the  ranch  15  Jan  (MP).  A juv.  Red-shoul- 
dered Hawk  was  a superb  find  at  Windsor, 
Weld  6 Jan+  (D.  Elens,  E.  DeFonso);  the 
species  is  much  less  than  annual  in  Colorado. 
A gray  ad.  Gyrfalcon  was  documented  from  s. 
of  Fairplay  Park  31  Jan  (TD).  Rare  in  the  state 
in  winter,  Colorado  hosted  2 Peregrine  Fal- 
cons, both  in  the  Penrose  C.B.C.  circle  20  Dec 
(fide  MP).  Another  example  of  the  impor- 
tance of  “looking,”  Soras  were  noted  on  four 
Colorado  C.B.C.s,  all  in  the  Arkansas  River 
drainage.  With  the  species  only  known  to  be 
regular  in  one  of  those  C.B.C.  circles  in  win- 
ter (and  that  knowledge  only  recently  ob- 
tained), focused  effort  to  find  the  species  at 
this  season  at  other  sites  is  starting  to  pay  off. 

CRANES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Sandhill  Cranes  wintered  in  record  numbers 
in  Delta,  with  902  the  highest  count  reported 
(fide  CD).  Single  late  Dunlins  were  noted  be- 
low Pueblo  Res.  11-12  Dec  (BKP)  and  in  Ft. 
Collins,  Larimer  12  Dec  (R.  Sparks).  The  14 
Bonaparte’s  Gulls  at  Pueblo  Res.  19  Dec  (LS) 
were  somewhat  late  for  the  location,  but  the 
single  bird  at  Nucla,  Montrose  1-7  Dec  (CD) 
was  record  late  for  the  West  Slope.  Unlike  in 
the  previous  fall,  all  of  the  four  Mew  Gull  re- 
ports were  documented  this  season.  Single 
ads.  graced  Pueblo  Res.  4 Dec-19  Jan  (BKP), 
Runyon  L.,  Pueblo  12  Dec+  (RM),  and  Val- 
mont  Res.,  Boulder  20  Dec+  (BS  et  al),  while 
a first-cycle  bird  joined  the  Valmont  ad.  25 
Dec  (TF).  We  received  10  reports  of  Thayer’s 
Gulls,  16  birds  total,  with  the  most  interesting 
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Often  conspicuous  on  favored  rooftop  hunting  perches,  this  Snowy  Owl  took  up 
residence  for  much  of  the  winter  season  (here  1 4 January  2010)  in  a semi-rural 
subdivision  near  Peyton,  El  Paso  County,  Colorado.  Photograph  by  Glenn  Walbek. 


being  the  only  West  Slope  report,  of  a single 
juv.  at  Stagecoach  Res.,  Roiiti  continuing 
through  5 Dec  from  the  fall  (TL).  A second- 
cycle  Iceland  Gull  visited  the  hordes  of  other 
gulls  at  Valmont  Res.  8 Jan  (tBS);  in  addition, 
there  were  two  undocumented  reports  of  Ice- 
lands  from  Boulder.  All  eight  of  the  reports  of 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  (of  18  birds)  came 
from  counties  on  the  edge  of  the  Front  Range, 
with  the  maximum  count  of  8 coming  from 
Valmont  Res.  26  Dec.  A Glaucous-winged 
Gull  made  for  a nice  capper  to  a great  Christ- 
mas Day  visit  to  Valmont  Res.  (tTF).  A hrst- 
cycle  Glaucous-winged-like  gull  was  found  in 
Broomfield  22  Feb  (BS,  LS,  S.  Mlodinow),  pos- 
sibly a Flerring  x Glaucous-winged  hybrid. 
Nine  reports  of  10  Colorado  Glaucous  Gulls 
were  received.  The  Great  Black-backed  Gull 
story  was  complicated  by  an  undocumented 
report  of  an  ad.  and  a hrst-cycle  individual  ap- 
parently wandering  around  the  n.  Front 
Range  region  in  Broomfield.  Boulder,  and 
Larimer.  Though  we  cannot  be  certain  that  it 
remains  the  same  old  and  faithful  individual 
(see  Schmoker,  B.,  and  T.  Leukering.  2007. 
The  Changing  Seasons.  North  American  Birds 
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61:  18-27),  a single  Great 
Black-backed  Gull  was  at 
Pueblo  Res.  for  the  19th  con- 
secutive year. 

The  continuing  expansion  of 
White-winged  Dove  as  a win- 
tering species  is  well  illustrated 
by  three  double-digit  concen- 
trations on  C.B.C.s  this  season: 
53  at  Pueblo  Res.,  32  at  Pen- 
rose, and  14  at  Rocky  Ford. 
Away  from  the  Arkansas  R.,  sin- 
gles were  noted  at  Grand  junc- 
tion, Mesa  12-26  Dec  (L. 
Arnold);  Montezuma  23  Dec 
(D&MH);  La  Veta,  Huetfano  27 
Dec  (fide  DS);  and  on  the  Love- 
land C.B.C.  IJan  (D.  Fletcher). 
Two  Eurasian  Collared-Dove  x 
Mourning  Dove  hybrids  were 
found  on  the  Pueblo  Res. 
C.B.C.  (fide  MY),  the  hrst  en- 
countered in  Colorado.  A very 
pale  Snowy  Owl  was  well  ap- 
preciated during  its  long  stay  in 
rural  El  Paso  27  Dec-18  Feb  (S. 
Cipoletti).  A Belted  Kingfisher 
provided  a rare  winter  sight  in 
Baca,  at  Cottonwood  Canyon 
11  Jan  (DAL).  A Lewis’s  Wood- 
pecker was  quite  a surprise  on 
the  Loveland  C.B.C.  (fide  CK), 
as  the  n.  Front  Range  breeding 
population  has  been  all  but  ex- 
tirpated. A Red-headed  Wood- 
pecker wintered  at  Lamar  (DAL),  a very  rare 
Regional  phenomenon.  Interestingly,  another 
was  at  Bonny  Res.,  Yuiiia  2 Jan  (ph.,  Jide  GW). 
A Red-bellied  Woodpecker  at  Two  Buttes 
S.W.A.,  Baca  11  Jan  (DAL)  may  have  been  the 
same  individual  found  there  26  Feb  (TF). 
Four  each  of  Williamson’s  and  Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers,  and  two  Red-naped  Sapsuckers, 
all  in  Colorado,  made  for  an  excellent  sap- 
sucker  season. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WRENS 

As  Black  Phoebe  continues  to  expand  into 
Colorado,  the  number  of  reports  of  wintering 
birds  is  also  increasing.  One  was  present 
throughout  the  period  at  Rock  CanyonWalco 
Ponds  below  Pueblo  Res.  (BKP);  the  species 
has  wintered  at  this  location  for  a few  years 
now.  A Say’s  Phoebe  5 Feb  in  w.  Montrose  0- 
Garrison,  DG)  was  considered  an  early  mi- 
grant, but  we  wonder  if  it  wasn’t  an  over- 
looked wintering  bird.  Another  was  seen  on 
the  Penrose  C.B.C.  20  Dec  (fide  MP).  Logger- 
head  Shrikes  winter  regularly  in  se.  Colorado 
as  well  as  in  the  Grand  Valley  area  near  Grand 
Junction,  but  northerly  reports  are  very  rare. 


This  winter,  one  was  documented  from  near 
Nunn,  Weld  18  Nov  (NK).  Declines  in  corvids 
in  Colorado  were  documented  during  the 
spread  of  West  Nile  virus,  though  populations 
seem  to  be  rebounding.  As  evidence,  the  52 
Blue  Jays  found  on  the  Bonny  Res.  C.B.C., 
Yuma  2 Jan  provided  a record  local  count. 
Easterly  Western  Scrub-Jays  included  2 near 
John  Martin  Res.,  Bent  10  Jan  (DAL)  and  2 
near  Flasty,  Bent  13  Jan  (DAL).  First  reported 
a few  years  ago,  Chihuahuan  Ravens  continue 
to  be  reported  (without  documentation)  from 
Boulder.  We  encourage  observers  to  provide 
details  on  northerly  Chihuahuan  Ravens,  as 
raven  identification  is  very  difficult  and  be- 
cause it  is  important  to  document  the  spread 
of  the  species. 

East  of  usual,  a Juniper  Titmouse  was  in 
the  juniper  breaks  of  Cottonwood  Canyon, 
Baca  11  Jan  (DAL).  Also  very  far  e.  of  usual, 
11  Bushtits  were  at  Lamar  27  Eeb  (DAL).  In 
contrast,  a White-breasted  Nuthatch  of  the  e. 
subspecies  at  Chico  Basin  Ranch,  El  Paso  15 
Jan  (MP)  was  oddly  far  west.  Although  rare  in 
Colorado,  Carolina  Wrens  turn  up  occasion- 
ally along  the  Arkansas  R.  drainage,  especial- 
ly in  winter.  This  winter,  2 were  found:  one  at 
Rye,  Pueblo,  where  present  17  Jan-2  Mar  (DS) 
and  another  single,  or  perhaps  2,  at  Lamar  9 
Jan+  (DAL). 

With  the  coming  split  by  the  American  Ornitholo- 
gists' Union  of  Winter  Wren  into  an  e.  North  Amer- 
ican species,  Troglodytes  hiemalis  (Winter  Wren)  and  a w. 
North  American  species,  Troglodytes  padftcus  (Pacific 
Wren) — both  distinct  from  Eurasian  Wren,  Troglodytes 
troglodytes — observers  in  the  Region  have  paid  more  at- 
tention to  these  birds  in  recent  seasons.  Neither  species  is 
known  to  nest  in  Colorado,  though  there  have  been  terri- 
torial males  on  a few  occasions.  Birds  of  this  complex  are 
known  to  be  rare  but  regular  in  the  state,  with  hiemalis 
much  more  common  than  pacihcus,  at  least  in  e.  Col- 
orado. This  winter,  9 were  detected,  an  atypically  high 
number.  Of  those,  5 were  identified  as  hiemalis,  3 as  paci- 
hcus,  and  one  was  not  identified.  All  birds  observed  were 
in  the  Front  Range  and  e.  plains  counties  of  Bent,  Boulder, 

El  Paso,  Fremont,Jefferson,  and  Pueblo. 

GNATCATCHERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Late  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers  included  one  at 
John  Martin  Res.  15  Dec  (fide  DN)  and  one  in 
Pueblo  19  Dec  (fide  MY).  Eastern  Bluebirds  an- 
nually push  westward  to  winter  in  very  small 
numbers  along  the  s.  Eront  Range  edge  and 
canyonlands  of  se.  Colorado;  the  68  reported 
this  winter  was  above  average.  Western  Blue- 
birds winter  in  small  numbers  in  the  s.  Front 
Range  counties  but  rarely  in  the  n.,  so  3 in  the 
Boulder  foothills  20  Dec  (MS,  JS)  and  one  in  a 
separate  foothills  location  in  the  same  county 
25  Jan  (DW)  are  of  interest.  The  15  Mountain 
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Bluebirds  e.  of  Fort  Morgan,  Washington  6 Feb 
(BK,  T.  Wilberding,  TD)  were  thought  to  be 
early  migrants.  Hermit  Thrushes  winter  rarely 
in  Colorado;  14  reported  during  the  past  win- 
ter is  many  more  than  typical.  Single  Varied 
Thrushes  were  in  s.  Boulder  4 Dec  (A.  Carrig- 
an)  and  n.  Boulder  6-7  Jan  (DW).  Two  Varied 
Thrushes  graced  a feeder  in  rural  Carbon,  WY 
14  Dec  (F  Bergquist).  Rare  at  any  season  for  its 
location,  a Brown  Thrasher  was  w.  of  normal  in 
rural  Boulder  20  Dec  (DW).  It  was  a lackluster 
year  for  Bohemian  Waxwings,  as  we  received 
only  one  report,  of  a single  in  Fort  Collins, 
Larimer  16  Feb  (CW).  Though  of  regular  win- 
ter occurrence  in  Colorado  at  low  elevations, 
an  American  Pipit  at  Durango  28  Dec  (R.  Mor- 
ris) was  at  relatively  high  elevation. 

A Pine  Warbler  was  in  Pueblo  18  Jan+ 
(BKP).  Though  Western  Palm  Warbler  is 
much  more  common  and  regular  in  Colorado 
than  is  Yellow  Palm  Warbler,  the  latter  is  the 
“expected”  subspecies  in  winter.  Thus,  a 
Western  Palm  Warbler  in  Boulder  8 Dec  (S. 
Frye)  was  a surprise.  Green-tailed  Towhees, 
rare  in  winter,  were  found  near  Penrose  20 
Dec  (fide  MP),  near  Chatfield  Res.,  Jefferson  2 
Jan  (M.  Henwood),  and  in  the  mts.  at  Steam- 
boat Springs,  Routt  5 Jan  (D.  Bolton,  TL).  Al- 
though Chipping  Sparrows  are  reported  an- 
nually in  winter,  the  vast  majority  of  the  re- 
ports are  probably  of  misidentified  American 
Tree  Sparrows.  Surprisingly,  2 well-docu- 
mented Chipping  Sparrows  were  noted  this 
winter,  one  each  at  Red  Rocks  Park,  Jefferson 
19  Dec-14  Jan  (M.  Chavez)  and  Blende, 
Pueblo  6 Feb  (MP  et  al).  Winter  Field  Spar- 
rows are  very  rare,  but  4 were  observed  this 
season,  with  singles  visiting  John  Martin  Res. 
16  Dec  (fide  DN),  near  Carter  L.  1 Jan  (BK), 
at  Higbee,  Otero  31  Jan-2  Feb  (SO),  and  at 
Runyon  L.  24  Feb  (RM). 

If  correctly  identified,  the  Vesper  Sparrow 
seen  on  the  Fort  Collins  C.B.C.  19  Dec  (fide 
NK)  would  represent  a very  rare  winter 
record  for  n.  Colorado.  Slate-colored  Fox 
Sparrow  is  very  rare  in  winter,  so  singles  at 
Paonia,  Delta  14-21  Dec  (DG)  and  near  Glen- 
wood  Springs,  Garfield  20  Dec+  (T.  Mc- 
Connell) are  of  interest.  Rare  but  annual  in 
migration  and  winter  in  the  e.  half  of  Col- 
orado, Red  Fox  Sparrows  were  located  near 
Las  Animas,  Bent  4-15  Dec  (DN),  along  Foun- 
tain Cr.,  El  Paso  14  Dec  (TF),  and  near  Lyons, 
Larimer  1 Jan-21  Feb  QS,  MS);  rarer  still  was 
one  on  the  West  Slope  at  a Paonia  feeder  9-21 
Dec  (DG).  We  also  received  an  undetailed  re- 
port of  a Fox  Sparrow  from  Montrose,  Mon- 
trose 20  Dec  (fide  CD).  The  4 Swamp  Spar- 
rows and  7 White-throated  Sparrows  reported 
in  the  e.  part  of  the  state  made  for  much  low- 
er totals  than  typical.  The  14  reports  of  21 


Harris’s  Sparrows  originated  primarily  from  e. 
Colorado,  but  with  two  from  the  West  Slope, 
singles  at  Paonia  7 Dec-11  Jan  Q.  Beason)  and 
Norwood,  San  Miguel  12  Dec+  (G.  Steele). 
The  Canon  City,  Fremont  Golden-crowned 
Sparrow  returned  5 Dec  (BM,  RM)  for  its  4th 
winter,  where  present  through  the  period.  An- 
other Golden-crowned  was  appreciated  at 
Red  Rocks  Park  19  Dec+  (B.  Brown).  A Snow 
Bunting  was  near  Fairplay,  Park  13  Jan  (T. 
Kalbach). 

Quite  far  w.  was  the  male  Northern  Cardi- 
nal in  Pueblo  19  Dec+  (MP,  BKP).  Very  sur- 
prising, a male  Indigo  Bunting  was  docu- 
mented from  Picketwire  Canyon,  Otero  10  Jan 
(S.  Olson).  The  13  Rusty  Blackbirds  seen 
across  e.  Colorado  was  more  than  usual.  A 
potentially  new  state  maximum  for  Great- 
tailed Grackle,  of  389,  was  established  at 
Burlington,  Kit  Carson  2 Feb  (TF).  Brewer’s 
Blackbirds  are  not  particularly  common  in 
Colorado  in  winter,  but  the  report  of  one  in 
Silverton,  San  Juan  2 Jan  (H.  & R.  Morris),  at 
an  elevation  over  2790  m,  is  bizarre.  Some  15 
Pine  Grosbeaks  made  quite  a surprise  at  fair- 
ly low  elevation  at  the  Anasazi  Cultural  Cen- 
ter, Montezuma  10  Jan  (D&MH).  We  received 
only  two  White-winged  Crossbill  reports,  nei- 
ther from  the  mts.;  one  in  Boulder  20  Dec  (M. 
Miller),  and  the  pair  continuing  from  the  fall 
in  Fort  Collins,  where  they  initiated  nesting 
efforts  (DAL).  Common  Redpoll  reports  in- 
cluded one  at  Loveland  1 Jan  (B.  Baker),  2 at 
Steamboat  Springs  25  Jan  (B.  Hughes),  one  at 
Valmont  Res.  15  Feb  (CW,  NK),  and  one  in 
Carbondale  21  Feb  (DF). 

Cited  observers  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Jim  Beatty  (sw.  Colorado),  Todd 
Deininger,  Coen  Dexter  (CDe,  w.-cen.  Col- 
orado), Dick  Filby,  Ted  Floyd,  Dennis  Garri- 
son, Dean  & Mona  Hill,  Bill  Kaempfer,  Connie 
Kogler,  Nick  Komar,  David  A.  Leatherman, 
Tom  Litteral,  Forrest  Luke  (nw.  Colorado),  Bill 
Maynard,  Rich  Miller,  Duane  Nelson,  Kent 
Nelson,  Stan  Oswald,  Brandon  K.  Percival  (se. 
Colorado),  Mark  Peterson,  Bill  Schmoker 
(BSc;  Colorado  Front  Range),  Larry  Semo  (ne. 
Colorado),  Dave  Silverman,  Joel  Such,  Marcel 
Such,  Glenn  Walbek  (n.-cen.  Colorado),  Dave 
Waltman,  Cole  Wild,  Mark  Yaeger.  Many  oth- 
er individual  observers  contributed  informa- 
tion to  this  report  but  could  not  be  acknowl- 
edged here;  they  all  have  our  appreciation,  i© 


Lawrence  S.  Semo,  9054  Dover  Street 
Westminster,  Colorado  80021  (IsemoiSswca.com) 
Tony  Leukering,  102A  Delaware  Avenue 
Villas,  New  Jersey  08251  (greatgrayowliaaol.com) 
Bill  Schmoker,  3381  Larkspur  Drive 
Longmont,  Colorado  80503  (bill@schmoker.org) 


GET  DOWN 
AND  DIRTY 
F 0 R 

AMERICA. 

And  when  you  get  you  hands 
dirty  in  programs  iike  Nationai 
Public  Lands  Day,  you  help 
spruce  up  your  beautiful  lands. 
Last  year,  on  this  day,  nearly 
80,000  volunteers  built  trails, 
bridges,  planted  native  trees 
and  removed  trash. 

To  find  out  how  you  can  help, 
go  to  www.npld.com  or  call 
800-V0L-TEER  (800-865-8337). 

HELPING  HANDS 
FOR  AMERICA’S  LANDS 
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The  winter  2009-2010  season  was  most- 
ly mild  and  dry,  except  for  an  unusual- 
ly frigid  period  in  early  December.  By 
season's  end,  snowfalls  were  below  average  in 
most  areas,  fueling  concerns  about  drought 
and  sub-par  stream  and  reservoir  levels  in  the 
coming  months.  Winter  finches  and  montane 
species  were  scarce  or  absent  in  most  report- 
ing areas,  but  quite  a number  of  waterfowl 
and  half-hardy  species  survived  December’s 
chill  to  add  spice  to  the  Christ- 
mas Bird  Counts.  Other  avian 
highlights  of  the  period  includ- 
ed a few  remarkable  first  winter 
records  and  vagrants. 

Abbreviation:  Latilong  (area  en- 
compassed by  one  degree  latitude 
and  one  degree  longitude,  used  in 
mapping  bird  distribution  in  both 
Idaho  and  Montana). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
SHOREBIRDS 

Greater  White-fronted  Geese 
made  a good  showing  in  Idaho’s 
Canyon,  Gooding,  Nez  Perce,  and 
Owyhee  in  early  Dec-early  Jan; 
much  more  unusual  was  one  in 
Somers,  MT  1 Jan  QCo),  where 
not  annual.  Idaho’s  winter  Snow 
Goose  tally  was  about  average, 
with  2 near  Buhl  14  Dec  (fide  MA)  and  6 near 
Nampa  19  Dec  (LD).  Cackling  Geese  made 
their  best  showing  ever  in  Idaho,  with  a total 
of  over  30  reported  in  Ada,  Canyon,  Elmore, 
Gooding,  Kootenai,  and  Nez  Perce  during  the 
season.  Eurasian  Wigeons  were  apparently 
elsewhere,  as  only  2 were  reported  in  s.  Idaho 
in  mid-Dec.  Rare  in  winter  were  a Blue- 
winged Teal  near  Helena,  MT  19  Dec  (fide 
CJ),  a pair  of  Blue-wingeds  at  Hagerman,  ID 
22  Feb  (tM&FZ),  and  a Cinnamon  Teal  near 


Bruneau,  ID  2 Jan  (fide  FR).  A Redhead  in 
Salmon  13-15  Feb  (CK)  represented  only  the 
2nd  winter-period  record  for  cen.  Idaho.  Ida- 
ho’s only  Fong-tailed  Duck  wintered  at  Hay- 
den F.,  16  Dec-26  Feb  (FH),  and  one  was  also 
in  Gallatin,  MT  17-18  Dec  (CHe). 

An  American  White  Pelican  that  wintered 
near  Harriman  S.E,  ID  provided  a winter 
first  for  Fatilong  16  (CW).  A Snowy  Egret  in 
Hagerman  19  Dec-17  Feb  (ph.,  tDCl;  CW) 
represented  only  the  2nd  winter  record  for 
Idaho.  The  wader  of  the  season  was  Idaho’s 
2nd  Tricolored  Heron  in  Boise  4 Dec  (ph., 
tJD).  As  last  winter,  a Green  Heron  wintered 
in  Marsing,  Idaho’s  best  location  for  this  Re- 
gionally rare  species.  Almost  unprecedented 
in  winter  was  a GlossyAVhite-faced  Ibis  in 
Madison,  ID  2 Dec  (rDCl).  Ferruginous 
Hawks  are  less  than  annual  in  Montana  in 
winter,  so  singles  in  Lake  20  Dec  OR)  and 
near  Belgrade  3 Jan-27  Feb  (RI,  JP,  RW) 
were  noteworthy.  The  raptor  of  the  period 
was  the  Region’s  first  Crested  Caracara  near 
Howe,  ID  30-31  Dec  (ph.  DF,  tKS).  Gyrfal- 
cons  were  scarce,  with  only  one  reported  in 
Blaine,  ID  in  Jan.  A Sandhill  Crane  near 
Bozeman,  MT  in  mid-Jan  (DB)  provided  a 
local  first  record.  Seasonally  rare  shorebirds 


included  a Greater  Yellowlegs  in  Gem,  ID  14 
Jan  (RN),  4 Feast  Sandpipers  in  Caldwell,  ID 
19  Dec  OOi  and  7 Dunlins  in  Gem,  ID  21 
Dec-22  Feb  (tRN). 

GULLS  THROUGH  CRACKLES 

The  rare-but-regular  winter  gull  tally  was 
about  average,  with  reports  of  3 Mew  Gulls,  6 
Thayer’s  Gulls,  one  Glaucous-winged  Gull, 
and  5 Glaucous  Gulls.  The  rarest  larid 
recorded  was  Idaho’s  5 th  Iceland  Gull  in 


Boise  24  Dec-30  Jan  (ph.,  tJC).  The  only 
Fesser  Black-backed  Gull,  Idaho’s  12th,  was 
also  in  Boise  27-28  Feb  (ph.,  tJC).  A total  of 
1882  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  was  tallied  on 
28  of  the  Region’s  C.B.C.s,  representing  an 
amazing  90%  increase  over  last  winter’s 
record  count.  The  only  reported  Anna’s  Hum- 
mingbird survived  the  season  in  Caldwell,  ID 
(ph.,  tCH).  Only  2 Blue  Jays  were  reported 
from  Idaho,  indicating  a non-flight  year.  A 
pair  of  locally  rare  Bewick’s  Wrens  was  seen 
in  Lake,  MT  20-23  Dec  0R)>  where  other  re- 
cent reports  have  originated.  About  a month 
early  were  3 Mountain  Bluebirds  near  Boze- 
man, MT  6 Feb  OPe)-  Especially  rare  in  win- 
ter was  a Northern  Mockingbird  near 
Bruneau,  ID  2 Jan  (fide  FR). 

Single  Yellow-rumped  Warblers,  unexpect- 
ed in  Montana  in  winter,  were  in  Thompson 
Falls  6-18  Dec  QG)  and  Missoula  19  Dec  (fide 
FW).  A MacGillivray’s  Warbler  discovered  in 
Boise  5 Dec  (tJC)  will  represent  Idaho’s  first 
winter  record,  if  accepted.  The  Vesper  Spar- 
row seen  in  Owyhee,  ID  23  Jan  (HK)  provided 
one  of  very  few  winter-period  records  of  this 
species.  Almost  as  unusual  was  a Savannah 
Sparrow  at  A.FR.  2 Jan  (CT),  where  few  win- 
ter precedents  exist.  Rare  Zonotrichia  spar- 
rows made  their  poorest  show- 
ing in  years,  with  only  3 White- 
throated,  6 Harris’s,  and  one 
Golden-crowned  reported.  Re- 
gionally rare  Rusty  Blackbirds 
made  a good  showing,  with  2 
near  Fivingston,  MT  20  Dec 
(GK),  2 in  Park,  MT  20  Dec  (fide 
SM),  and  one  near  Boise,  ID  8- 
13  Jan  (ph.,  tRM).  The  only 
Great-tailed  Grackle  was  in 
Grandview,  ID  12  Feb  QH). 

Contributors:  (subregional  edi- 
tors in  boldface):  Miriam 
Austin,  Donald  Bishop,  Kath- 
leen Cameron,  Jay  Carlisle,  Josh 
Coville  QGo),  Darren  Clark 
(DCl),  Fynn  Davenport,  James 
DeWitt,  Jim  Graves,  Lisa  Hardy, 
Charles  Hedeen  (CHe),  Jim  Hol- 
comb, Cheryl  Huizinga,  Radd 
Icenoggle,  Cedron  Jones,  Cliff  Keene,  George 
Kelly,  Harry  Krueger,  Sally  MacDonald, 
Robert  Mortensen,  Rick  Nau,  John  Parker, 
Jeff  Pentel  QPe).  Larry  Ridenhour,  Jim 
Rogers,  Kit  Struthers,  Shirley  Sturts,  Chuck 
Trost,  Larry  Weeks,  Cliff  Weisse,  Robin  Wol- 
cott, Poo  Wright-Pulliam,  Melly  & Fred 
Zeillemaker.  O 


David  Trochlell,  2409  East  N Avenue 
La  Grande,  Oregon  97850,  (dtrochlell@verizon.net) 


The  first  Crested  Caracara  for  the  Idaho  & Western  Montana  region  was  found  by  a small  group  of 
Christmas  Bird  Count  participants  near  Howe,  Idaho  on  30  (here  31)  December  2009.  Photograph 
byDaveFaike. 
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NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


New  Mexico 


Sartor  0.  Williams  III 


Winter  2009-2010  was  characterized 
by  much  colder  and  wetter  condi- 
tions than  experienced  in  New 
Mexico  for  many  years.  There  was  a small 
movement  by  some  picids,  corvids,  parids, 
and  similar  groups  into  atypical  habitats,  and 
some  frugivores,  including  bluebirds  and  oth- 
er thrushes,  were  found  in  good  numbers.  But 
many  grassland  and  shrubland  species,  and 
especially  seed-eating  sparrows,  were  record- 
ed in  greatly  reduced  numbers,  undoubtedly 
owing  to  poor  seed  production  resulting  from 
poor  summer  rains.  My  thanks  Bill  Howe  and 
John  Parmeter  for  proofreading  this  report. 

Abbreviations:  B.LN.W.R.  (Bitter  Lake  N.W.R.); 
Bosque  (Bosque  del  Apache  N.W.R.);  E.B.L. 
(Elephant  Butte  L.);  L.V.N.W.R.  (Las  Vegas 
N.W.R.);  N.R.T.  (n.  Roosevelt  migrant  trap  w.  of 
Melrose);  R.G.N.C.  (Rio  Grande  Nature  Center, 
Albuquerque);  R.G.V.  (Rio  Grande  Valley);  R.S. 
(Rattlesnake  Springs  area,  Eddy). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  FALCONS 

Seldom  seen  in  numbers  in  New  Mexico,  141 
Greater  White-fronted  Geese  were  in  flight 
over  the  Peloncillo  Mts.  9 Feb  (CDL);  birds 
from  the  Bristol  Bay,  Alaska  region  winter  in 
adjacent  Chihuahua,  Mexico  and  stage  at 
nearby  Ascencibn.  Two  imm.  Trumpeter 
Swans  found  their  way  to  Bosque  3 Jan  (ph.  J. 
Roybal);  one  was  subsequently  seen  by  many 
along  the  Farm  Loop  7-9  Jan  (R.  Drewien,  ph. 
NM-C,  ph.  DK,  ph.  MB,  m.ob.)  but  was  found 
dead  11  Jan  (CS;  *Museum  of  Southwestern 
Biology);  the  other  persisted  in  a canal 
through  Jan  (MH,  ph.  JO,  ph.  NH),  but  it  too 
was  later  found  dead  (CS;  *Museum  of  South- 
western Biology).  Tundra  Swans  fared  better, 
with  up  to  9 at  L.V.N.W.R.  15-16  Dec  (WH, 
DK),  one  w.  to  Zuni’s  Eustace  L.  14-17  Dec 


QT),  4 at  Bosque  9 Dec-29  Jan  (CS),  2 at 
E.B.L.  5 Dec  QO,  JEP),  and  3 s.  of  Malaga  6 
Jan  (MW).  A male  Eurasian  Wigeon  was  at 
Clovis  18  Dec-15  Jan  OER  CR).  Noteworthy 
for  midwinter  were  a male  Blue-winged  Teal 
at  Anapra  3 Jan  (MS,  JZ,  ph.  CGL)  and  3 male 
Cinnamon  Teal  near  Cliff  2 Jan  (DK).  Among 
the  few  reports  of  Greater  Scaup  were  one  at 
B.L.N.W.R.  29  Jan  QEP,  JO),  one  to  2 s.  of 
Williamsburg  28  Dec-30  Jan  (ph.  DC),  and  4 
at  Holloman  L.  14  Jan  (MB).  An  ad.  male  Surf 
Scoter  was  a surprise  at  Bosque  8 Dec  (ph.  C. 
Lee);  a Long-tailed  Duck  was  at  the  Ohkay 
ponds  near  Espanola  20  Dec  (BE).  A male 
Barrows  Goldeneye  at  Stubblefield  L.  1-4  Dec 
(WW,  JEP,JO)  was  joined  by  a female  14  Dec 
(DK);  2-3  males  were  near  Espanola  31  Dec-2 
Jan  QEP).  High  counts  for  Red-breasted  Mer- 
gansers were  56  at  Conchas  L.  18  Jan  (DH) 
and  40  at  Six  Mile  Dam  22  Feb  (SW);  one  was 
w.  to  Lordsburg  11  Dec  (SW).  Unexpected 
was  a female  Montezuma  Quail  at  Bosque  7 
Dec  (ph.  G.  Carton). 

Continuing  from  Nov,  the  Red-throated 
Loon  at  E.B.L.  was  refound  16-18 
Jan  (ph.  DC,  ph.  CW,  JEP,  JO)  and 
seen  again  24  Feb  (DC).  High  loon 
counts  were  8 Paciflc  Loons  at  Con- 
chas L.  18  Dec  (ph.  SF)  and  10 
Common  Loons  at  Morgan  L.  13 
Jan  (C.  Black).  A Red-necked  Grebe 
was  at  E.B.L.  8 Jan-16  Feb  (ph.  DC, 
ph.  CW,  JEP,  ph.  JO).  North  for  the 
winter  was  an  American  White  Pel- 
ican at  Conchas  L.  18  Jan-27  Feb 
(DH,  JEP).  At  least  one  American 
Bittern  persisted  at  B.L.N.W.R.  19 
Dec-29  Jan  QS,  JEP,  JO).  A high  16 
Snowy  Egrets  were  at  B.L.N.W.R.  6 
Jan  (JS);  one  lingered  at  Loving  3 Jan  (SW). 
Wintering  White-faced  Ibis  numbered  about 
25  at  B.L.N.W.R.  Dec-Jan  QS)  and  one  at  Be- 
len  3 Jan-14  Feb  (DH,  JEP,  CR). 

The  39  Turkey  Vultures  at  Roswell  19  Dec 
QS)  provided  a new  winter  high  count.  Os- 
preys are  now  expected  in  s.  New  Mexico  in 
winter;  this  season  found  singles  far  n.  to 
Heron  L.  and  Abiquiu  L.  17  Jan  (JB).  Two 
White-tailed  Kites  were  n.  to  Bosque  9 Dec-28 
Feb  (CS,  m.ob.,  ph.),  and  singles  were  in  the 
Uvas  Valley  8 Jan  (NM-C)  and  Las  Cruces  12- 
30  Dec  OLD).  Far  e.  was  an  ad.  Northern 
Goshawk  near  Lingo,  Roosevelt  3 Jan  (ph.  W. 
Heck).  Unexpected  in  winter  was  an  ad.  Com- 
mon Black-Hawk  at  Glenwood  3 & 10  Jan  (R. 
Skaggs).  Very  early  was  a Zone-tailed  Hawk  at 
Silver  City  12  Feb  0-  Bird,  Jide  RS).  A Crested 
Caracara  was  feeding  on  a cow  carcass  16  km 
e.  of  Deming  20  & 23  Dec  (ph.  T.  Schaub). 
Merlins  were  conspicuous  Dec-Feb,  including 
on  18  C.B.C.s  in  all  quadrants  of  the  state.  A 


Prairie  Falcon  took  up  residence  at  a peanut 
processing  plant  in  Portales  Dec-Feb  (Z. 
Jones),  feasting  on  Rock  Pigeons  and  Eurasian 
Collared-Doves.  Although  reports  of  Aploma- 
do  Falcon  in  New  Mexico  are  certainly  in- 
creasing (and  several  were  noted  this  season), 
distinguishing  a wild  Aplomado  Falcon  in  the 
state  is  essentially  impossible  now.  Wide- 
spread releases  of  captive  birds  across  the  s. 
half  of  New  Mexico  began  in  2004  and  con- 
tinue through  the  present  time — including  in 
areas  where  native  birds  had  been  attempting 
to  recolonize.  Introduced  birds  have  traveled 
hundreds  of  kilometers  from  their  release 
sites,  and  progeny  of  these  released  birds, 
many  now  ads.,  have  not  been  banded. 

RAILS  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

Twenty-two  Soras  were  at  Six  Mile  Dam  3 Jan 
(SW).  Providing  a wintering  first  for  Luna  was 
a Common  Moorhen  at  Deming  Dec-Feb  (LM, 
WH,  JEP);  among  several  moorhen  reports 
across  the  s.  were  6 at  Percha  5 Dec-20  Feb 
(m.ob.,  ph.).  Wintering  Black-necked  Stilts  in- 


cluded 2 at  Las  Cruces  19  Dec  (DC)  and  11  at 
Sunland  Park  3 Jan  (CGL,  MS,  JZ).  Several 
American  Avocets  wintered  in  the  lower 
R.G.V,  with  up  to  4 at  Caballo  L.  25  Dec-8  Feb 
(ph.  DC,  DH)  and  2 near  Las  Palomas  25  Dec 
(ph.  DC).  Three  wintering  Long-billed 
Curlews  were  near  Hermanas  3 Jan  (ph.  WH), 
and  4 were  at  Loving  3 Jan  (SW).  Lingering 
Western  Sandpipers  were  singles  at  Caballo  L. 
11  Dec  (ph.  DC)  and  Las  Palomas  12  Dec  (ph. 
DC).  Some  500  Least  Sandpipers  wintered 
along  the  Rio  Grande  below  E.B.L.  5 Dec-4 
Feb,  at  which  time  water  releases  flooded  all 
available  habitat  (DC).  A Dunlin  lingered  n.  at 
Morgan  L.  11  Dec  (ph.  TR),  2 were  at  Caballo 
L.  5 Dec  (ph.  DC),  and  one  was  at  Holloman  L. 
22  Dec  (ph.  MB);  up  to  11  wintered  below 
E.B.L.  12  Dec-4  Feb  (ph.  DC,  JEP).  Unusual  in 
winter  n.  to  the  Clayton  area  was  a Wilsons 
Snipe  along  Seneca  Cr.  15  Dec  (DK,  CR). 

On  the  gull  front,  a Franklins  was  late  at 
Sunland  Park  5 Dec  (JNP),  while  Bonaparte’s 


Irregular  in  New  Mexico,  where  very  rarely  verified  with  photographs,  this 
Red-necked  Grebe  was  at  Elephant  Butte  Lake,  Sierra  County  8 January 
(here)  through  16  February  2010.  Photograph  by  David  J.  Cleary. 


VOLUME  64  (2010)  • NUMBER  2 


299 


NEW  MEXICO 


Adhering  to  the  familiar  exhortation  to  eat  more  beef,  this 
immature  Crested  Caracara  visited  a cow  carcass  near  Dem- 
ing,  Luna  County,  New  Mexico  20-23  (here  20)  December 
2009.  Photograph  by  Tanner  Schaub. 

far  n.  of  expected  were  4 at  Cochiti  L.  6 Dec 
(WH)  and  2 at  R.G.N.C.  20  Dec  (K.  Boettch- 
er); a high  count  of  39  Bonaparte’s  came  from 
the  Brantley  L.  area  20  Dec  (TH).  Single  ad. 
Mew  Gulls  were  at  Farmington  L.  19  Dec 
(TR),  Morgan  L.  14  Feb  (ph.  TR),  and  Sun- 
land  Park  9 Dec  (JNP).  California  Gulls  were 
conspicuous  in  Dec,  including  10  at  Farming- 
ton  12  Dec  (TR),  4 at  Cochiti  L.  6 Dec  (WH), 
13  at  Alameda  13  Dec  QEP)^  3tid  9 at  Sunland 
Park  9 Dec  ONP);  3-5  wintered  at  E.B.L.  1 
Jan-6  Feb  (m.ob.),  while  Feb  reports  includ- 
ed 10  at  Morgan  L.  12  Feb  QEP)  ^nd  one  at 
Brantley  L.  13  Feb  (NP).  Single  hrst-cycle 
Thayer’s  Gulls  were  at  Morgan  L.  18  Dec  (ph. 
TR)  and  E.B.L.  3-4  Jan  (NP,  ph.  JB,  CGL), 
where  there  was  an  ad.  1 & 16  Jan  (JEP).  An- 
other impressive  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 
season  brought  single  ads.  to  Alameda  20-21 
Feb  (DH,  J.  Joseph),  Caballo  L.  3 Jan  (ph.  JB, 
NP),  and  Brantley  L.  20  Dec  (CR).  Irregular  in 
their  winter  appearances,  4 Forster’s  Terns 
were  at  Las  Cruces  19  Dec  (DG). 

A Band-tailed  Pigeon  was  a surprise  near 
Hatch  9 Jan  (ph.  BZ);  another  was  n.  to  Glori- 
eta  20  Feb  (A.  MeSweeney).  A hardy  Inca  Dove 
was  at  Clovis  27  Dec  (W.  Robertson);  16  were 
counted  at  Roswell  19  Dec  (JS).  One  to  2 
Short-eared  Owls  were  in  Bosque  grasslands  30 
Dec  (CB)  and  6 Jan  (CS);  one  at  Roswell  19 
Dec  (JS)  provided  the  only  additional  report. 
Noteworthy  for  the  Great  Plains  was  a North- 
ern Saw-whet  Owl  at  N.R.T.  15  Feb  (DH).  De- 
spite generally  colder  weather,  White-throated 
Swifts  were  in  evidence  in  the  middle  and  low- 
er R.G.Y,  including  2 at  San  Antonio  (JEP)  and 
5 at  Bosque  (CS)  1 Jan,  14  at  Las  Palomas  3 Jan 
(NP,  JB),  and  some  500  at  Mesilla  1 Jan  (CGL, 
DG).  Leading  the  hummingbird  news  was 
New  Mexico’s  hrst  confirmed  nest  of  Anna’s 
Hummingbird,  found  at  Las  Cruces — the  fe- 
male, seen  gathering  nest  material  and  paint 
chips  24-30  Jan,  was  found  on  her  nest  atop  a 
pine  cone  31  Jan,  where  she  was  feeding  a 


nestling  19  Eeb;  one  young  fledged  about  1 
Mar  (ph.  D.  Simonetti,  ph.  DG).  Other  reports 
of  Anna’s  included  at  least  8 in  the  Las  Cruces 
area  19  Dec  (DG),  2 at  Elephant  Butte  4 Dec-5 
Jan  (ph.  DC),  and  one  e.  to  Carlsbad  20  Dec 
(SW).  A male  Magnihcent  Hummingbird  was 
at  Silver  City  1 Jan  (B.  Smith,  Jidc  RS),  and  an- 
other large  hummer,  probably  this  species,  was 
there  27  Jan  (M.  Murphy,  Jide  RS).  Reports  of 
Rufous/Allen’s  Hummingbirds  without  details 
included  one  at  Silver  City  25  Dec  and  1 Jan 
(fide  RS)  and  3 at  Las  Cruces  19  Dec  (fide  DC), 
where  an  undetailed  Broad-tailed  was  also  re- 
ported 19  Dec  (DG). 

WOODPECKERS  THROUGH  WRENS 

Our  understanding  of  the  status  of  sapsuckers 
continues  to  suffer  from  lack  of  sufficient  doc- 
umentation, but  at  least  some  of  the  reported 
Yellow-bellieds  were  well  documented  this  sea- 
son: a juv.  at  Conchas  Dam  12  Dec-13  Feb 
QEP),  a female  at  Albuquerque’s  Altura  Park 
17  Dec  (ph.  M.  Hinton)  and  1 Jan  (CB),  a juv. 
elsewhere  in  Albuquerque  25-27  Dec  (CR, 
MB),  a juv.  at  San  Acacia  15  Dec  (DH),  a juv.  at 
E.B.L.  Dam  4 Jan  (ph.  CGL),  and  a female  near 
Percha  2 Jan  (ph.  CGL).  A 
bright  Red-breasted  Sap- 
sucker  X Red-naped  Sap- 
sucker  hybrid  was  at  Shalem, 

Doha  Ana  16  Jan  (DG);  pure 
Red-breasted  remains  unver- 
ihed  in  New  Mexico.  Both 
Downy  and  Hairy  Wood- 
peckers were  relatively  wide- 
spread, including  up  to  2 
Downies  s.  to  Percha  1 Jan-6 
Feb  (m.ob.)  and  a Hair)'  that 
wintered  at  Deming 
Dec-Feb  (LM). 

Empidonax  flycatchers 
again  wintered  in  s.  New 
Mexico,  most  thought  to  be 
in  the  Dusky/Hammond’s 
group;  2 at  Bosque  19  Dec 
(DH);  singles  below  E.B.L. 

Dam  5 Dec  OEP)  and  23  Jan 
(DG);  singles  in  the  Las  Palomas  area  12  Jan 
(DC)  and  20  Feb  (DG);  singles  at  Percha  on 
various  dates  1 Jan-20  Feb  (DK,  CGL,  DH, 
JEP);  and  singles  at  Las  Cruces  19  Dec  (DG), 
in  the  Gila  Bird  Area  14  Jan-16  Feb  (RS),  and 
near  R.S.  17  Dec  (SW).  Northerly  Black 
Phoebes  were  at  Dixon  14  Dec  (2;  RT)  and  at 
Espanola  20  Dec  (one;  BF).  An  Eastern  Phoebe 
was  w.  to  Cliff  2 Jan  (DK);  3 Say’s  Phoebes  lin- 
gered at  Farmington  19  Dec  (A.  Nelson). 
Northern  Shrikes  were  found  at  10  sites  in  Rio 
Arriba,  Taos,  Colfax,  Union,  McKinley,  Mora, 
and  San  Miguel:  the  high  count  was  4 along  the 
Dry  Cimarron  R.  14  Dec  (DK).  A Plumbeous 


Vireo  was  found  on  the  Caballo  C.B.C.  2 Jan 
OLD);  a Cassin’s  Vireo  lingered  at  Las  Cruces 
19  Dec  (DG).  Hutton’s  Vireo  was  again  con- 
spicuous in  the  lower  R.G.V,  including  one  at 
the  Ladder  Ranch  4 Jan  (WW),  one  to  2 at  Per- 
cha 2 Jan-20  Feb  (m.ob.),  and  4 at  Las  Cruces 
19  Dec  (DG). 

Two  Steller’s  Jays  strayed  to  Percha  2 Jan 
(CGL),  and  one  was  at  Las  Cruces  5 Jan  (DG). 
A Blue  Jay  was  w.  to  Santa  Fe  in  early  Jan  (D. 
Einspahr).  An  American  Crow  roost  estimated 
to  number  at  least  25,000  birds  was  monitored 
near  Mesilla  Dam  4 Jan  (DG).  Noteworthy  for 
Santa  Fe  were  66  Chihuahuan  Ravens  at  Otto 
15  Feb  OPB);  singles  were  at  two  Corrales 
sites  20-21  Dec  (WH),  at  Albuquerque’s  Para- 
dise Hills  17  Jan  (WH),  and  at  R.G.N.C.  16 
Jan  (DH).  Tree  Swallows  arrived  in  the  Cabal- 
lo L.  area  8 Feb  (ph.  DC),  2-5  Northern 
Rough-winged  Swallows  reached  Percha,  Ca- 
ballo Dam,  and  Las  Palomas  20  Feb  (m.ob.), 
and  2 Cliff  Swallows  were  near  Williamsburg 
24  Feb  (ph.  DC).  Bridled  Titmouse  increased 
its  presence  e.  to  the  R.G.V,  including  singles 
at  E.B.L.  Dam  5 Dec-22  Jan  (m.ob.,  ph.  DC) 
and  Las  Palomas  3 Jan  (NP)  and  2 or  more  at 


Percha  Dec-Eeb;  one  strayed  s.  to  Deming  6 
Feb  (DH).  Juniper  Titmice  in  atypical  areas  in-  | 
eluded  one  far  e.  to  Clayton  16  Dec  (JT),  2 at 
Bosque  19  Dec  (MH),  and  one  at  Percha  2 & j, 
9 Jan  (CGL,  BZ).  Continuing  from  autumn,  a 
Carolina  Wren  was  singing  at  Santa  Rosa  13 
QEP)  & 27  Feb  (DH).  Late  was  a House  Wren 
at  Clayton  L.  16  Dec  (ph.  WH).  Interest  in 
Winter  Wrens  was  high,  with  up  to  2 “east- 
erns” and  possibly  one  “western”  seen  and/or 
heard  in  the  Corrales  bosque  Dec-Feb  (m.ob., 
ph.  WH,  ph.  DK,  ph.  SF,  ph.  NH);  elsewhere,  j| 
singles  were  reported  without  details  in  the  ' 
Burro  Mts.  19  Jan  (DG)  and  near  Santa  Teresa 


Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  has  been  reported  annually  in  New  Mexico  for  the  past  four 
winters;  this  adult  at  Caballo  Lake,  Sierra  County  3 January  2010  was  one  of  three 
seen  in  the  state  this  season.  Photograph  by  Jonathan  P.  Batkin. 
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17  Jan  (J.  Groves).  Northerly  Marsh  Wrens 
were  2 in  the  Clayton  area  15-16  Dec  (DK, 
CR)  and  singles  at  Espanola  20  Dec  (BF)  and 
Morgan  L.  7 Feb  (TR). 

THRUSHES  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

Eastern  Bluebirds  were  widespread  from  the 
Texas  line  westward,  including  on  11  C.B.C.s; 
the  high  count  was  52  in  the  Albuquerque 
area  20  Dec  (H.  Schwarz),  while  noteworthy 
in  the  w.  were  7 at  Zuni  14  Dec  QT),  3 near 
Cliff  2 Jan  (RS),  2 at  Deming  5 Feb  (LM),  and 
5 in  the  Florida  Mts.  7 Dec  (LM);  pairs  were 
searching  nest  cavities  at  R.S.  by  28  Feb  (SW). 
Both  Western  and  Mountain  Bluebirds  were 
widespread  and  in  often  substantial  numbers 
in  lowland  areas  and  on  the  e.  plains.  A male 
Varied  Thrush  was  n.  of  Las  Cruces  at  Shalem 
3 Jan  (NP).  Continuing  a recent  trend,  winter- 
ing Gray  Catbirds  were  one  at  Santa  Fe  6 Dec 
(SW),  where  reportedly  present  through  Feb, 
and  one  at  Socorro  30  Dec  (CB)  and  30  Jan 
(DH).  Northern  Mockingbirds  pushing  the 
winter  envelope  were  one  at  Zuni  14  Dec  QT), 
one  favoring  suet  at  Santa  Fe  late  Nov-Mar  (L. 
Herrmann),  one  guarding  hackberries  at  a rest 
area  ne.  of  Watrous  15  Dec  (ph.  WH),  and  one 
to  2 at  two  Albuquerque  sites  Dec-Feb  (ph. 
NP,  MB).  North  for  the  season  was  a Sage 
Thrasher  ne.  of  Clovis  1 Jan  (CR).  Single 
Brown  Thrashers  were  at  Santa  Fe  2 Dec  (C. 
Jervis),  R.G.N.C.  23-29  Dec  (D.  Paez,  DK), 
and  Sumner  Dam  18  Dec  OEP);  4 were  at 
Carlsbad  Caverns  N.P  19  Dec  (SW).  A Curve- 
billed Thrasher  at  Zunis  Tekapo  14-15  Dec 
QT)  was  identified  as  palmeri-  noteworthy 
were  2 Curve-billeds  n.  to  Espanola  20  Dec 
(BF,  SF,  ph.  T.  Hodapp).  Up  to  3 Crissal 
Thrashers  were  nw.  to  Zunis  Blackrock  Dam 
14-15  Dec  (JT);  undetailed  were  singles  n.  to 
Questa  and  Orilla  Verde  in  mid-Dec  (RW). 
North  and  a local  first  was  a Sprague’s  Pipit  at 
Kirtland  A.FB.  25  Jan  (SC).  Cedar  Waxwings 
were  more  numerous  and  widespread  than  in 
most  years,  including  on  16  C.B.C.s;  notewor- 
thy were  a high  150  at  Zuni  14  Dec  (]T)  and 
130  at  Post  Office  Canyon  16  Jan  (CDL).  Two 
Phainopeplas  were  ne.  to  Roswell  19  Dec  QS). 

An  Olive  Warbler  in  upper  Skull  Canyon  26 
Jan  (CDL)  provided  one  of  the  few  Peloncillo 
Mts.  records;  elsewhere,  2 were  in  the  Sheri- 
dan Gulch  area,  Catron  7 Jan  (A.  Seegert,  Jide 
RS),  and  singles  were  n.  of  Kingston  16  Dec 
(ph.  DC)  and  at  Las  Cruces  19  Dec  (DG).  Far 
n.  was  an  Orange-crowned  Warbler  at  Albu- 
querque 27  Dec  (ph.  WH);  farther  s.,  one  to  4 
were  at  Mesilla  Park  (CGL),  Las  Cruces  (DG, 
JEP),  and  Brantley  L.  (CR)  between  Dec  and 
Jan.  The  warbler  of  the  season  was  a male 
Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  visiting  a Las 
Cruces  nectar  feeder  26  Dec-Mar  (L.  & G. 


Mosley,  ph.  DG,  ph.  JZ,  m.ob.),  only  the  4th  to 
be  found  in  New  Mexico  in  winter.  An  Oven- 
bird  at  Hillsboro  14  Jan  (ph.  RB)  provided 
New  Mexico’s  6th  winter  record,  the  first 
found  only  in  1998.  Now  a regular  but  still 
rare  winterer  in  the  s.,  single  Common  Yel- 
lowthroats  were  at  Bosque  19  Dec  (DH),  Per- 
cha  5 Dec-20  Feb  (JEP,  m.ob.).  Las  Cruces  19 
Dec  (DG),  and  Roswell  19  Dec  QS). 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Sparrows  and  other  seed-eating  birds  were 
notably  scarce  statewide;  for  example,  the  Pel- 
oncillo Mts.  C.B.C.  tallied  254  Green-tailed 
Towhees  last  year,  good  enough  for  the  na- 
tional high,  yet  only  one  was  found  there  3 
Jan  this  season  (AC);  the  same  count  report- 
ed 13,462  Brewer’s  Sparrows  in  2000  but  pro- 
duced only  3 this  year  (AC).  Vesper  Sparrow, 
Lark  Bunting,  longspurs,  and  other  grassland 
species  were  similarly  scarce,  especially  across 
the  south.  Recent  years  have  found  fewer 
American  Tree  Sparrows  wintering  in  New 
Mexico;  this  season,  the  species  was  largely 
confined  to  Colfax  and  Uiiioiu  with  30  at 
Maxwell  1 Dec  (WW)  the  high  count;  one 
was  s.  to  L.VN.W.R.  15  Dec  (WH).  Notewor- 
thy were  8 Field  Sparrows  at  N.R.T.  1 Jan 

(CR) ,  where  at  least  3 lingered  10-15  Jan  OO, 
JEP).  North  of  expected,  a Black-chinned 
Sparrow  was  along  the  Domingo  Baca  trail, 
Sandia  Mts.  26  Dec  (CR).  One  to  2 Lark  Spar- 
rows were  at  La  Union  1 Jan  (ph.  D.  Allen), 
where  the  species  had  been  reported  but  not 
verified  in  recent  winters  (Jide  JNP);  reports 
n.  to  Roswell  and  Caballo  were  undetailed 
and  require  confirmation. 

Northerly  Savannah  Sparrows 
included  a record  high  17  at 
Zuni  14  Dec  QT).  40  in  Albu- 
querque’s North  Valley  20  Dec 
(D.  Mehlman),  and  11  near 
Clovis  2 Jan  (CR).  Two  Baird's 
Sparrows  were  coping  with 
heavy  snow  on  Otero  Mesa  3 
Dec  (ph.  R.  Meyer);  one  at 
Ladder  Ranch,  Sierra  4 Jan 
(WW)  furnished  the  only  ad- 
ditional report.  A red  Fox 
Sparrow  was  at  Bosque  5 Dec 

(CS) ,  and  single  gray  ones 
were  at  Cliff  2 Jan  (DK),  Silver 
City  29  Jan  (ph.  D.  Zimmer- 
man), and  Post  Office  Canyon 
2 Jan-4  Feb  (CDL);  unde- 
tailed C.B.C.  reports  were  2 at 
Las  Vegas  2 Jan  (LK),  3 at  Roswell  19  Dec 
OS),  and  one  in  the  Caballo  area  2 Jan  OLD). 
A Lincoln’s  Sparrow  was  n.  to  Farmington  19- 
20  Dec  (ph.  TR)  & 12  Feb  OEP);  others  n.  of 
usual  were  3 at  Zuni  14  Dec  OT)  and  2 at  Las 


Providing  the  first  certain  breeding  record  for  New  Mexico, 
this  female  Anna's  Hummingbird,  here  putting  the  finishing 
touches  on  her  nest  atop  a pine  cone  at  Las  Cruces,  Dona 
Ana  County  31  January  2010,  successfully  fledged  one 
young  by  about  1 March.  Photograph  by  DavidJ.  Griffin. 

Vegas  2 Jan  (LK).  Noteworthy  Swamp  Spar- 
rows were  singles  at  Ute  L.  12  Dec  0EP)> 
Roswell  29  Jan  OEP),  and  Cliff  2 Jan  (LM).  A 
Harris’s  Sparrow  wintered  at  Farmington  19 
Dec-12  Feb  (ph.  TR,  ph.  JO,  JEP);  others 
were  singles  at  Hillsboro  24-26  Dec  (RB)  and 
Roswell  26  Jan  (CR).  A Golden-crowned 
Sparrow  at  Tse  Bonita,  McKinley  22  Dec  OD, 
CV)  provided  a local  first;  singles  were  at  Cor- 
rales  26  Dec  (WH)  and  Bosque  12  Dec-28 
Feb  (m.ob.,  ph,  CS,  ph.  JO).  Additional  evi- 
dence of  Yellow-eyed  Juncos  spreading  north- 
ward was  provided  by  an  ad.  n.  of  Silver  City 
on  various  dates  26  Jan-28  Feb  (ph.  K.  Beck- 
enbach,  DG);  noteworthy  were  at  least  2 Yel- 
low-eyeds  around  residences  in  the  foothills 


of  the  Burro  Mts.  13-14  Feb  (DG).  Among  the 
few  McCown's  Longspur  reports  were  6 at 
Brantley  L.  20  Dec  (SW,  CR).  Lapland 
Longspurs  were  found  at  three  sites:  about  70 
n.  of  Levy,  Mora  5 Dec  (CR),  5 at  Clayton  16 


With  just  three  previous  winter  records  for  New  Mexico,  this  male  Black-throated 
Blue  Warbler  was  a rarity  at  a feeding  station  at  Las  Cruces,  Dona  Ana  County 
from  26  December  2009  through  March  2010  (here  6 January).  Photograph  by 
James  E.  labriskie. 
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Yellow-eyed  Junco  continues  to  show  up  well  away  from  its  historical  range  in 
New  Mexico.  This  adult  was  north  of  Silver  City,  Grant  County  26  January  (here) 
through  28  February  2010.  Photograph  by  Karen  Beckenbach. 


Dec  (CR),  and  2 near  Maxwell  30  Jan  OEP). 

Noteworthy  for  Harding  were  3 Northern 
Cardinals  n.  of  Ute  L.  12  Dec  QEP);  others 
were  a pair  at  Hillsboro  1-13  Jan  (ph.  DC),  3 
on  the  Lakes  Avalon-Brantley  C.B.C.  20  Dec 
(TH),  and  an  undetailed  one  at  Silver  City  in 
mid-Dec  (fide  R.  Metz).  Northward-dispers- 
ing Pyrrhuloxias  included  one  on  Ute  Cr., 
Harding  12  Dec  (JEP),  2 at  N.R.T.  1 Jan  (CR), 
one  at  Sevilleta  N.W.R.  15  Dec  (SC),  and  3 
near  Cliff  2 Jan  (RS,  ph.  DK).  A Yellow-head- 
ed Blackbird  lingered  n.  to  L.VN.W.R.  15  Dec 
(ph.  WH).  Single  Rusty  Blackbirds  were  along 


Seneca  Cr.  near  Clayton  15 
Dec  (DK,  CR)  and  s.  of 
Williamsburg  17  Dec-5  Feb 
(ph.  DC,  ph.  JPB,  NP,  JEP), 
and  2 were  near  Derry,  Sierra  9 
Jan  (ph.  BZ).  Remarkable  were 
22,172  Brewer’s  Blackbirds 
counted  on  the  Roswell  C.B.C. 
19  Dec  OS),  although  even 
larger  numbers  were  reported 
there  in  past  decades.  Bronzed 
Cowbirds  were  restricted  to 
cow  pens  at  Las  Cruces,  with 
3-6  noted  on  various  dates  19 
Dec-11  Jan  (DG,  CGL,  BZ). 
The  now  famous  three-species 
rosy-finch  flock  at  Sandia 
Crest  continued  to  entertain 
birders  from  around  the  world;  among  the 
highlights  this  season  was  a Brown-capped 
Rosy-Finch  banded  as  a hatch-year  bird  27 
Dec  2004  and  recaptured  there  31  Jan  2010,  a 
longevity  record  for  the  species  (fide  NC);  in 
all,  some  93  individuals  banded  in  previous 
seasons  were  recaptured  this  season  (NC  et 
ah).  The  only  rosy-finches  away  from  Sandia 
Crest  were  50  Brown-cappeds  at  Questa  17 
Dec  (RW)  and  120  mostly  Gray-crowneds 
near  Cabezon  Peak  14  Feb  (ph.  H.  Walker).  A 
Cassin’s  Finch  was  e.  to  Clayton  L.  16  Dec 
(WH).  Among  the  few  Red  Crossbills  were  2 


at  Deming  5 Dec  (DH).  Four  White-winged 
Crossbills  were  at  Aspen  Vista  20  Dec  (R.  El- 
lenberg),  where  at  least  one  male  was  feeding 
on  spruce  cones  26  Dec  QB)-  Providing  a 
McKinley  first  and  the  only  New  Mexico  re- 
port of  the  season  was  a male  Lawrence’s 
Goldfinch  at  Tse  Bonita  19  Dec  QD,  CV). 

Initialed  observers:  Robert  Barnes,  Jonathan 
Batkin,  Matt  Baumann,  Celestyn  Brozek, 
David  Cleary,  Nancy  Cox,  Steven  Cox,  Alan 
Craig,  James  Davis,  John  L.  Douglas,  Stephen 
Fettig,  Bernard  Foy,  David  Griffin,  David 
Hawksworth,  Nancy  Hetrick,  Michael 
Hilchey,  Tom  Hines,  William  Howe,  Lea 
Knutson,  David  Krueper,  Carroll  D.  Little- 
field, Carl  G.  Lundblad,  Larry  Malone,  Narca 
Moore-Craig,  Jerry  Oldenettel,  John  E. 
Parmeter,  James  N.  Paton,  Nicholas  Pederson, 
Tim  Reeves,  Christopher  Rustay,  Jeffrey 
Sanchez,  Catherine  Sandell,  Marcy  Scott, 
Roland  Shook,  Robert  Templeton,  John  Tro- 
chet,  Cathy  Vanick,  Mark  Watson,  Robert 
Weber,  Steve  West,  Cole  Wolf,  James 
Zabriskie,  Barry  Zimmer.  ^ 


Sartor  0.  Williams  III,  Division  of  Birds 
Museum  of  Southwestern  Biology 
University  of  New  Mexico 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico  87131 
(sunbittern@earthlink.net) 
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The  protracted  drought  broke  dramati- 
cally in  the  final  third  of  January  when 
a shift  in  the  jet  stream  sent  in  a string 
of  El  Nino-related  storms.  Subsequent  rain 
and  snowfall  were  above  normal  statewide, 
and  a powerful  storm  demonstrably  delivered 
vagrant  birds  to  the  state.  The  lack  of  food  fol- 
lowing poor  summer  rains  continued  to  dis- 
place birds,  especially  from  oak  woodlands. 
The  fall  irruption  of  montane  species  and 
dearth  of  wintering  sparrows  continued.  The 
potpourri  of  rarities  included  Brant,  Magnifi- 
cent Frigatebirds,  Mew  Gull,  Black-legged 
Kittiwake,  and  Black-capped  Chickadee. 

Abbreviations:  G.W.R.  (Gilbert  Water  Ranch), 
H.R.P  (Hassayampa  River  Preserve),  L.C.R.V. 
(lower  Colorado  R.  valley),  Sweetwater 
(Sweetwater  Wetlands,  Tucson),  Whitewater 
(Whitewater  Draw  WA.) 


WATERFOWL  THROUGH  CRANES 

A Greater  White-fronted  Goose  at  Duncan  5 
Dec-6  Jan  (PN)  was  notable  for  Greenlee, 
which  receives  little  birding  attention,  partic- 
ularly in  winter;  a Snow  Goose  and  2 Ross’s 
Geese  were  also  there  5 Dec  (PN).  Rare  any- 
where in  the  state,  a Brant  was  in  Tucson  22 
Jan  (A.  Galli,  J.  Carragher,  ph.  MMS).  The  4 
Cackling  Geese  reported  at  Whitewater  dur- 
ing fall  continued  13  Dec-26  Feb  (M.  Turisk; 
ph.  M.  Sharon,  SO,  REW).  Tundra  Swans 
were  more  numerous  than  usual,  with  22  re- 
ported 12  Dec-18  Feb.  Six  Eurasian  Wigeons, 
all  males,  were  noted  between  Scottsdale  11 
Dec-7  Feb  (ph.  TD),  Prescott  12-25  Dec 
(CST;  ph.  SBu),  Sedona  3 Jan  (fide  R.  Radd), 
Flagstaff  14-15  Jan  OWl;  ph.  SP),  L.  Pleasant 
15  Jan  (TC),  and  Phoenix  16  Jan  (DP).  The 
usual  scattering  of  scoters  included  single 
Surf  Scoters  at  Patagonia  L.  8 Dec  (MB)  and 
the  Bill  Williams  Delta  of  L.  Havasu  3 Feb  0- 
Logan)  and  single  White-winged  Scoters  at 
Bill  Williams  Delta  26Jan+  (ph.  J.  Richmond) 
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and  Lake  Havasu  City  30  Jan  (SP).  Long- 
tailed Duck  reports  came  from  Page  S.T.R  15 
Dec-5  Jan  (ph.  SP)  and  Green  Valley  28-29 
Dec  (D.  Palmer;  ph.  LH).  After  many  years 
during  which  Barrow’s  Goldeneyes  in  the 
L.C.R.V  concentrated  just  downstream  from 
Parker  Dam,  they  were  concentrated  this  win- 
ter instead  near  the  intake  of  the  Central  Ari- 
zona Project  canal,  Bill  Williams  Delta,  with  a 
peak  count  of  15  (K.  Blair).  They  joined  nu- 
merous other  diving  ducks  there,  dining  on 
the  recently  established  exotic  mussels.  In 
Glen  Canyon,  24  Barrow’s  Goldeneyes  were 
tallied  on  the  C.B.C.  5 Jan  (fidej.  Spence).  At 
Davis  Dam,  where  they  concentrated  in  the 
1970s,  there  was  a single  Barrow’s  5 Feb  (ph. 
C.  Lundblad).  As  recently  as  the  1980s, 
Hooded  Mergansers  were  considered  rare  in 
Arizona.  Numbers  have  gone  up  considerably 
since  then,  with  reports  of  more  than  130 
statewide  this  winter  (m.ob.),  including  28  at 
Sun  Lakes  17  Jan  (fide  TC).  More  than  650 
Common  Mergansers  on  Willow  L.  14  Dec 
(MN)  was  a high  concentration  for  that  area. 
Red-breasted  Merganser  is  typically  rare  away 
from  the  Colorado  R.,  and  there  were  scat- 
tered reports  of  individuals  at  Willcox  10  Dec 
(]S),  San  Carlos  L.  28  Dec  (DJ,  KK),  Parker 
Canyon  L.  29  Dec  (DJ),  Roper  L.  31  Dec  OS), 
and  Scottsdale  3 Jan  (TC). 

Prior  to  2006,  there  were  only  10  records  of 
Red-throated  Loon  in  Arizona.  Since  then,  it 
has  occurred  annually  in  small  numbers.  This 
winter,  singles  were  near  Luke  A.EB.  15  Dec 
Q.  Arnett,  ph.  L.  Dunn)  and  at  Bill  Williams 
Delta  30  Jan-11  Feb  (ph.  SP).  Joining  the 
masses  of  ducks  on  Willow  L.  10  Dec  were  75 
Pied-billed  Grebes  (MN).  Horned  Grebe 
numbers  were  down  in  the  L.C.R.V,  with  just 
3 reported.  Conversely,  one  was  on  L.  Pleas- 
ant 15  Jan  (TC),  up  to  5 were  on  Saguaro  L.  5 
Feb-14  Mar  (ph.  TD;  ph.  BGr),  and  one  was 
at  Gilbert  11-12  Feb  (ph.  TD).  Similar  to  Red- 
throated  Loon,  Red-necked  Grebe  has  be- 
come annual  (or  nearly  so)  in  Arizona  since 
2005.  One  was  on  the  Colorado  R.  in  Glen 
Canyon  5 Jan  (CL,  ph.  SP),  and  another  was 
on  L.  Pleasant,  Yavapai  15  Jan  (ph.  TC). 
Brown  Pelicans  typically  occur  in  Arizona  as 
waif  juvs.  from  the  Gulf  of  California  in  late 
summer  and  early  fall,  but  this  winter  there 
were  widespread  reports  totaling  29,  includ- 
ing up  to  8 at  Bill  Williams  Delta  in  early  Dec 
(PEL,  BC  et  al.),  10  over  Clarkdale  20  Dec  (B, 
Hart  et  al),  and  some  that  blew  in  with  Jan 
storms.  The  highest  tally  of  Neotropic  Cor- 
morants in  the  Phoenix  area  this  winter  was 
950-1000  in  Chandler  31  Dec  (DPe,  MMo); 
numbers  like  this  would  not  have  seemed 
possible  a decade  ago.  A few  stragglers  or  pi- 
oneers were  found  around  the  state,  with  sin- 
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This  Brant  was  a one-day  wonder  at  Lakeside  Park  in  Tucson  22  January  2010,  provid- 
ing about  the  ninth  Arizona  record.  Photograph  by  Tom  Ryan. 


gles  at  Roper  L.  31  Dec-9 
Jan  (JS)  and  Bill  Williams 
Delta  1-11  Feb  (MMS, 

MPo).  A few  were  at  lakes 
in  Tucson  beginning  1 Feb 
(m.ob.),  where  they  seem 
to  be  increasing  in  num- 
bers. Double-crested  Cor- 
morants, notable  in  n.  Ari- 
zona in  winter,  included 
singles  at  Cholla  L.  17  Dec 
(CL  et  al).  Willow  L.  6 Jan 
(D.  Moll),  and  at  Pinetop 
16  Feb  (Elaine  Hough).  At 
Watson  L.,  several  were 
observed  displaying  and 
carrying  sticks  5 Eeb 
(EH).  Unprecedented  in 
winter  in  Arizona,  there 
were  multiple  sightings  of  Magnificent 
Frigatebird  in  the  se.  part  of  the  state  follow- 
ing an  extreme  wind  event,  with  one  over 
Buenos  Aires  N.W.R.  22  Jan  (tD.  Book),  one 
over  Tucson  22  Jan  (TA.  Moore),  one  over 
Nogales  23  Jan  (tPEL  et  al.),  and  one  that 
crash-landed  on  a cactus  at  Mammoth  23  Jan 
(P.  Clark;  ph.  PK,  *U.  of  Arizona).  In  Birds  of 
the  Salton  Sea,  Patten  et  al.  (2003)  list  only 
one  winter  record  of  frigatebird  for  the  Salton 
Sink.  Surprisingly  far  n.,  6 Great  Egrets  lin- 
gered at  Willow  L.  into  Jan  (MN),  and  a 
Snowy  Egret  remained  there  through  17  Jan 
(MN),  when  winter  weather  arrived. 

Ospreys  were  seen  again  in  se.  Arizona  this 
winter,  with  singles  at  various  Tucson  lakes 
through  25  Dec  and  again  30  Jan-28  Eeb 
(m.ob.),  in  Green  Valley  22  Dec-18  Jan 
(m.ob.),  and  at  Patagonia  L.  1 Eeb  (MB).  Page 
Springs  hosted  the  first  northbound  Common 
Black-Hawk  again,  on  the  early  side  24  Eeb-n 
(S.  Taylor;  ph.  G.  Botello),  followed  by  anoth- 
er in  Cornville  26  Feb  (S.  Taylor).  A Harris’s 
Hawk  n.  to  Dewey  1 Jan+  (ph.  W.  Anderson) 
showed  no  apparent  signs  of  captivity.  Re- 
ported with  increasing  regularity  in  recent 
years,  a Red-shouldered  Hawk  continued  at 
Watson  Woods,  Prescott  through  5 Feb 
(MN),  and  another  was  found  at  Pintail 
Slough,  Havasu  N.W.R.  4 Feb  (ph.  TC).  Un- 
expected if  not  unprecedented  in  winter,  a 
Broad-winged  Hawk  was  at  Tres  Rios, 
Phoenix  14  Jan  (ph.  J.  Ritz).  A Gray  Hawk 
wintered  again  at  Amado  2 Dec-r  (MMS  et 
al.),  and  one  was  at  Patagonia  L.  22  Jan  (B. 
Zimmer  et  al.).  The  wintering  Tucson  Short- 
tailed Hawk  present  in  early  Nov  appeared 
again  3 Dec-12  Mar  (J.  Hecimovich,  ph.  DS). 
Rough-legged  Hawks  were  few,  with  singles  at 
Whitewater  2-12  Dec  (A.  Miller,  ph.  J.  Biss- 
chop)  and  Mormon  L.  26  Dec-15  Jan  (T.  Lin- 
da; ph.  SP).  Crested  Caracaras  wintered  in 


numbers  again  in  the  Santa  Cruz  Flats,  peak- 
ing well  above  previous  years’  counts,  with  up 
to  46  present  10  Dec-2  Jan  (MH,  MMS,  MPo, 
DPe);  numbers  dwindled  after  that.  Reports 
of  wandering  individual  caracaras  came  from 
Avra  Valley  19  Dec  (G.  Montgomery),  the  Sul- 
phur Springs  Valley  27-17  Jan  (SO),  Nogales 
30  Jan  (JY),  the  Marana  pecan  grove  5 Jan 
(MPo,  MMS),  and  Tumacacori  6-21  Feb  (D. 
Muschalek  et  al.).  Substantially  exceeding 
previous  highs,  the  annual  count  of  Sandhill 
Cranes  in  the  Sulphur  Springs  Valley  8 Jan 
turned  up  nearly  40,500  (Arizona  Game  and 
Fish).  In  the  Gila  R.  valley  near  Duncan,  290 
were  reported  5 Dec-5  Jan  (PN),  and  up  to 
375  wintered  in  the  Arlington  valley  (MH, 
m.ob.).  They  also  winter  in  numbers  at  Cibo- 
la N.W.R. 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH 
WOODPECKERS 

Very  rare  in  winter,  a Semipalmated  Plover 
was  n.  of  Gila  Bend  24  Jan  (PEL).  Mountain 
Plovers  were  found  less  reliably  than  usual 
this  winter.  While  50  were  in  the  Sulphur 
Springs  Valley  3 Dec  Q-  Bisschop),  none  were 
reported  there  again  until  9 turned  up  17  Jan 
in  Kansas  Settlement  (EW).  Though  agricul- 
tural fields  are  plentiful  in  the  San  Simon  val- 
ley, there  are  few  reports  of  Mountain  Plovers 
from  there,  so  7 found  14  Dec  (REW)  were  of 
interest.  In  the  Santa  Cruz  Elats,  up  to  21 
were  reported  intermittently  11  Jan+  (JWi). 
Out  of  place  in  winter  in  Arizona,  American 
Avocets  included  4 at  Bill  Williams  Delta  4 
Dec  (CB)  and  10  at  San  Carlos  L.  28  Dec  (DJ). 
The  first  northbound  avocets  were  early  at 
Willcox  3 Feb  (AC  et  al).  A Spotted  Sand- 
piper was  casual  n.  to  Prescott  through  19  Jan 
(MN).  Western  Sandpipers  are  unexpected  af- 
ter Dec  anywhere  in  the  state,  so  up  to  4 at 
Glendale  9 Jan-F  (TC,  MH)  and  one  at  Gila 
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Accidental  in  Arizona  in  winter,  this  adult  Broad-winged 
Hawk  was  found  at  Tres  Rios,  Phoenix  14  January  201 0. 
Photograph  byJeffRitz. 


Bend  19  Jan  (PEL)  were  notable.  Outstanding 
was  a Ruff  in  the  Santa  Cruz  Flats  near  Eloy  8 
Jan  (ph.  RE),  the  first  winter  record  and  3rd 
overall  for  se.  Arizona.  While  Red  Phalarope 
might  be  expected  in  winter,  the  other 
phalarope  species  are  not,  yet  a Wilsons  was 
at  Gila  Bend  S.T.P.  19  Jan  (ph.  PEL),  a low- 
resolution  image  of  a reported  Red-necked 
was  made  at  Benson  S.T.P.  23  Jan  (ph.  C. 
Thommen),  and  a Red-necked  was  well  de- 
scribed at  Gila  Bend  Auxiliary  Air  Field  29 
Jan  (J.  Arnett  et  ah,  +D.  Krueper).  Not  to  be 
left  out,  a Red  Phalarope  was  at  Green  Valley 
S.T.P.  25  Jan  (ph.  D.  Dionne).  Notably,  these 
phalaropes  were  all  found  close  to  the  time  of 
onset  of  the  winter  storms. 

Considered  casual  in  se.  Arizona  in  winter, 
12  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  were  reported  there  in 
Dec.  Elsewhere,  3 were  in  Prescott  8 Dec  (D. 
Moll),  and  one  was  at  G.W.R.  22  Feb  (ph. 
BGr).  While  not  casual  there,  14  at  Mittry  L. 
18  Dec  (PN)  was  still  a substantial  number. 
An  ad.  Mew  Gull  at  Willcox  3 Feb  (ph.  D.  Fil- 
by;  ph.  MMS)  was  the  hrst  since  1999  and  a 
first  for  se.  Arizona;  there  are  but  10  prior 
state  records.  Another  top-notch  larid  was  the 
first-cycle  Black-legged  Kittiwake  at  Lake 
Havasu  City  30  Jan-7  Mar  (ph.  SP;  ph.  MMS), 
only  the  2nd  in  Arizona  since  1998. 

There  were  many  reports  of  Ruddy  Ground- 
Doves,  but  few  were  re-found  after  the  initial 
observations:  1 8 were  seen  in  Dec  from  Yuma 
e.  to  Douglas,  with  an  additional  7 in  Jan,  but 
there  were  few  reports  after  the  winter  rains 
set  in.  Very  seldom  found  away  from  their 
year-round  habitat,  a Whiskered  Screech-Owl 


found  dead  in  the  Catalina  foothills  of  Tucson 
17  Jan  Q.  Hursch;  RH)  may  have  been  a 
drought  casualty.  The  only  Northern  Saw- 
whet  Owl  reported  in  the  lowlands  was  at  Bill 
Williams  River  N.W.R.  27  Jan  (W.  & B. 
Painter,  K.  Blair),  where  they  are  exceptional. 
The  only  Violet-crowned  Hummingbird  last- 
ing past  Dec  was  in  Tucson  until  5 Feb  (RH); 
one  found  in  Green  Valley  6-10  Feb  (D.  Roten 
et  al.)  may  have  wintered  locally  or  have  been 
the  first  of  “spring,”  as  others  appeared  by 
mid-Feb.  The  apparent  Black-chinned  Hum- 
mingbird X Costa’s  Hummingbird  hybrid  re- 
mained at  Tucson  through  18  Jan  (RH).  Indi- 
vidual Broad-tailed  Hummingbirds  wintered 
successfully  at  Ash  Canyon  (MJB),  Miller 
Canyon  (T.  Beatty),  and  Tucson  (DS).  A 
northbound  Rufous  Hummingbird  was  early 
in  the  L.C.R.V.  at  Yuma  20  Feb  (S.  Detwiler). 
An  imm.  female  Selasphonis  hummingbird 
captured  and  banded  during  its  stay  in  Tucson 
(through  23  Dec)  was  too  worn  to  identify 
with  certainty  but  was  believed  to  be  an  Allen’s 
(DS),  exceptionally  rare  in  winter.  Up  to  3 Ru- 
fous/Allen’s Hummingbirds  were  in  far  ne. 
Tucson  in  Dec,  with  one  remaining  through 
28  Feb  (M.  Klinkel).  A Green  Kingfisher  pres- 
ent 1-14  Feb  along  the  San  Pedro  R.  s.  of  Hwy. 
90  (S.  Stebbins,  vt.  R.  Thompson)  was  not  un- 
expected, but  one  n.  to  H.R.P.  26  Feb-r  (D. 
Sherony;  ph.  M.  Weber,  L.  Sockness)  was  a 
first  for  Maricopa.  Among  the  non-passerines, 
there  were  few  irruptives  observed  this  season, 
mostly  woodpeckers.  Out-of-habitat  Lewis’s 
Woodpeckers  were  widespread  but  in  small 
numbers,  with  just  10  reported.  The  8 Acorn 
Woodpeckers  reported  from  the  lowlands 
were  many  more  than  are  usually  found.  Low- 
land Williamson’s  Sapsuckers  were  at  Tumaca- 
cori  17  Dec-5  Jan  (D.  Touret)  and  Superior  26 
Dec-24  Jan  OB).  A Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 
at  Marana  20  Dec  (ph.  DS)  and  another  in 
Tucson  16  Jan-1  Mar  (MMS)  were  the  only 
ones  reported.  The  Red-breasted  Sapsucker  in 
Tucson  in  fall  remained  through  18  Feb 
(m.ob.).  The  lowland  Arizona  Woodpecker  in 
ne.  Tucson  remained  through  3 Feb  (m.ob.), 
and  another  was  found  at  Patagonia  L.  5 
Dec-11  Mar  (TD,  R.  Payne).  Reports  of  4 yel- 
low-shafted Northern  Flickers  was  above  av- 
erage for  the  season. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  THRASHERS 

A Northern  Beardless-Tyrannulet  at  Saguaro 
L.  18  Dec  (KR)  was  n.  of  the  typical  winter 
range  in  Arizona  for  this  species.  A Greater 
Pewee  at  a golf  course  in  Tucson  20-21  Dec 
(S.  Birky  et  ah;  ph.  PK)  was  a nice  local  find 
for  winter;  this  species  is  a casual  winter  visi- 
tor, mainly  in  the  Santa  Cruz  corridor  be- 
tween Tucson  and  Nogales.  Pacific- 


slope/Cordilleran  Flycatchers  (most  likely  Pa- 
cific-slope) were  a bit  more  prevalent  than 
usual  this  winter,  with  a calling  individual  at 
Tumacacori  21  Dec-1  Jan  QB,  LH,  CB,  KK), 
and  silent  birds  on  the  Gila  River  C.B.C.  28 
Dec  (fide  TC)  and  at  the  Phoenix  Zoo  29  Dec 
(S.  Barlow).  No  fewer  than  10  Eastern 
Phoebes  were  reported  this  winter  (more  than 
usual),  including  3 at  Patagonia  L.  5 Dec 
(WR);  this  species  is  a rare  to  casual  winter 
visitor  across  s.  Arizona.  A Vermilion  Fly- 
catcher at  Del  Rio  Springs  near  Prescott  re- 
mained until  18  Dec  (ph.  F Guerrero,  M. 
Reigner);  this  locality  is  n.  of  the  usual  winter 
distribution  in  the  state.  Scattered  Cassin’s 
Kingbirds  wintered  around  Tucson,  as  well  as 
at  Patagonia  L.  and  in  Green  Valley.  More  un- 
usual was  a very  late  Western  Kingbird  at 
G.W.R.  5 Dec  (ph.  DPe).  One  of  the  better 
birds  of  the  winter  was  the  Rose-throated  Be- 
card  that  continued  at  Santa  Gertrudis  Lane 
in  Tumacacori  from  the  fall  through  16  Jan 
(ph.  B.  Starks);  this  species  has  all  but  disap- 
peared from  se.  Arizona  during  the  breeding 
season  and  is  still  considered  accidental  dur- 
ing the  winter. 

The  Northern  Shrike  that  was  found  at 
Mormon  L.  during  the  fall  was  last  reported 
11  Feb  (m.ob.).  Elsewhere,  one  in  the  Verde 
Valley  near  Wickiup  Cr.  3 Jan  (T.  Linda;  ph. 

EH)  and  another  reported  e.  of  Colorado  City 
16  Jan  (SP)  were  about  normal  for  a winter.  A 
Bell’s  Vireo  was  present  at  Fort  Lowell  Park, 
Tucson  2 Dec-5  Feb  (ph.  PK);  this  species  is 
casual  at  best  in  Arizona  during  winter. 
Corvids  staged  a mini-invasion,  with  a scat- 
tering of  Steller’s  Jays  in  the  lowlands  in  Dec, 
slightly  larger  numbers  of  lowland  reports  of  ; 
Western  Scrub-Jays,  a single  Pinyon  Jay  in 
Hereford  all  winter  (T.  Battiste),  and  a more 
widespread  and  larger  movement  of  American  I 
Crows  into  lowland  locations. 

Returning  Tree  Swallows  were  first  detect- 
ed at  Kansas  Settlement  30  Jan  0-  Higgins)  . 
and  in  Sierra  Vista  14  Feb  (EW).  Violet-green 
Swallows  lingered  in  small  numbers  into  Dec, 
but  one  at  Patagonia  L.  22  Jan  (B.  Mulrooney)  , 
and  another  in  Glendale  23  Jan  (MH)  were 
both  considered  casual  at  that  season;  by  ear- 
ly Feb,  this  species  begins  to  return  to  the 
state.  Two  Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows 
were  at  Sweetwater  13  Jan-2  Feb  (AC  et  al.), 
and  one  was  at  Randolph  Park,  Tucson  30  Jan 
(MMS,  MP);  this  species  is  considered  casual 
in  se.  Arizona  throughout  Jan.  A Bank  Swal- 
low was  reported  from  Sweetwater  26  Jan 
(SO,  R.  Payne);  there  was  only  one  previous  ' 
Jan  record  for  se.  Arizona.  Six  Cliff  Swallows 
in  Tempe  23  Jan  (B.  Higgins)  were  very  early  'j 
returning  individuals.  Small  numbers  of  Barn  | 
Swallows  lingered  through  Dec,  with  the  lat-  ‘ 
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est  report  from  Sahuarita  17  Jan  (MMS,  MP); 
Barn  Swallow  is  casual  anywhere  in  se.  Ari- 
zona during  Jan. 

The  Black-capped  Chickadee  located  at 
Colorado  City  at  the  end  of  Nov  was  reported 
again  4 Dec  (R.  Fridell)  and  19  Feb  (ph.  SP); 
despite  nesting  of  this  species  along  the  Virgin 
R.  across  the  border  in  nearby  sw.  Utah,  it  re- 
mains only  casual  in  n.  Arizona.  A Bridled  Tit- 
mouse was  found  along  Tanque  Verde  Wash  in 
e.  Tucson  16  Dec  (B.  Nicholas);  there  have 
been  very  few  previous  reports  of  wandering 
Bridled  Titmice  away  from  preferred  habitats. 
Small  numbers  of  Bushtits,  White-breasted 
Nuthatches,  and  Brown  Creepers  were  report- 
ed from  lowland  localities  throughout  the 
winter,  but  not  in  large  enough  numbers  to 
suggest  major  movements  or  invasions  for 
these  species.  Small  numbers  of  Rock  Wrens 
turned  up  at  odd  locations  away  from  pre- 
ferred rocky  habitat,  suggesting  that  some- 
thing was  going  on  with  the  species.  A 
Canyon  Wren  at  Tubac  29  Jan  (KK)  was  also 
away  from  normal  habitat  for  the  species.  An 
American  Dipper  was  at  Hutch’s  Pool,  Santa 
Catalina  Mts,  16  Jan-1  Feb  (ph.  B.  Higgins); 
this  species  is  a casual  winter  visitor  to  any  of 
the  mountain  ranges  in  se.  Arizona. 

Golden-crowned  Kinglets  appeared  in  larg- 
er-than-usual  numbers  at  numerous  lowland 
locations  across  s.  Arizona,  though  not  in 
numbers  indicative  of  a huge  invasion.  Black- 
capped  Gnatcatchers  continued  to  be  report- 
ed at  many  of  the  now  usual  locations,  in- 
cluding Proctor  Rd.  below  Madera  Canyon, 
Florida  Canyon,  Patagonia  L.,  and  Sonoita  Cr. 
near  Patagonia.  Eastern  Bluebirds  are  not 
known  to  wander  much  in  Arizona,  so  2 
along  Gillespie  Wash,  Graham  4 Dec  OS)  and 
3 at  Duncan  6 Jan  (MP,  MMS)  were  notewor- 
thy; it  would  be  interesting  to  know  the  sub- 
species of  these  birds.  Continuing  from  au- 
tumn, moderate  numbers  of  both  Western 
and  Mountain  Bluebirds  were  detected  in  s. 
Arizona  this  winter.  A Townsend’s  Solitaire 
was  at  Fisher’s  Landing,  Martinez  L.  19  Dec 
(B.  Hoover,  T.  Beasley);  this  species  is  a casu- 
al winter  visitor  to  the  L.C.R.V.  The  Rufous- 
backed  Robin  found  during  the  fall  at  Tu- 
macacori  continued  through  the  season 
(m.ob.),  as  did  the  2 at  the  B.T.A.  The  only 
other  individual  reported  was  in  Jalisco 
Canyon  on  the  Atascosa  Highlands  C.B.C.  3 
Jan  (B.  Hart,  D.  Wall,  M.  Wall).  The  Varied 
Thrush  found  at  Tumacacori  during  the  fall 
remained  until  at  least  31  Jan  (m.ob.).  Else- 
where, individuals  were  located  at  Flagstaff  9 
Dec  (ph.  P.  Koch),  Hereford  10  Jan  (ph.  T. 
Battiste),  and  Bisbee  23-29  Jan  (M.  Turisk); 
this  species  is  a rare  to  casual  winter  visitor 
across  Arizona. 
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This  Black-legged  Kittiwake,  casual  in  Arizona  during  the  winter,  was  at 
Lake  Havasu  City  30  January  (here)  through  28  February  2010.  Photograph 
by  Shaun  Putz. 


The  only  Gray  Catbirds  reported 
were  along  the  Bill  Williams  R.  8 Jan 
(K.  Blair,  J.  Richmond)  and  at  St. 

David  12  Feb  (ph.  A.  Ripley).  Simi- 
larly, the  only  Brown  Thrashers  were 
on  the  Salt-Verde  Rivers  C.B.C.  14 
Dec  (R.  Bailowitz,  KR)  and  on  the 
C.B.C.  at  Pipe  Springs  N.M.  19  Dec, 
which  lingered  until  16  Jan  (SP  et 
al).  Single  Curve-billed  Thrashers 
were  at  Yuma  1 Dec  (L.  Piest)  and  at 
the  Yuma  Proving  Grounds  17  Dec 
(HD);  this  species  is  casual  in  the 
Yuma  area. 

OLIVE  WARBLER 
THROUGH  FINCHES 

Scattered  Olive  Warblers  were  re- 
ported at  slightly  lower  elevations 
than  usual  around  s.  Arizona  (al- 
though still  in  the  oak  zone),  while 
one  in  Granite  Basin  6 Jan  (D,  Moll)  was  n.  of 
their  normal  winter  distribution.  Northern 
Parulas,  casual  to  rare  in  the  state  in  winter, 
were  at  Tucson  4 Dec  (P.  Collins;  ph.  R.  Payne), 
Granite  Reef  Picnic  Area  12  Dec  (G.  & T. 
Loomis),  Scottsdale  1 Jan-27  Feb  (KR,  CR), 
and  Tres  Rios,  Phoenix  6 Jan  (T.  De- 
Bardeleben).  No  fewer  than  9 Yellow  Warblers 
were  found  around  s.  Arizona,  more  than  usu- 
al for  a typical  winter.  Chestnut-sided  War- 
blers, rare  in  the  state  in  winter,  were  at 
Phoenix  28  Dec  Q- Jones,  G.  Nunn,  TC)  and  at 
Tucson  1 Feb  Q-  Barr).  A male  Black-throated 
Blue  Warbler,  casual  in  the  state  in  winter,  was 
along  the  Verde  R.  on  the  Ft.  McDowell  reser- 
vation 12-14  Dec  0- Jones.  M.  VandeWater;  ph. 
TC).  The  well-documented  Bay-breasted  War- 
bler in  e.  Tucson  during  the  fall  was  reported 
again  7 & 18  Dec  Q-  Barr).  A Louisiana  Wa- 
terthrush  found  along  the  San  Pedro  R.  near 
Hwy.  90  during  the  fall  was  reported  again  26 
Dec  (ph.  AC);  another  was  found  along  Sonoi- 
ta Cr.  near  Patagonia  27  Dec  (MMS).  This 
species  is  a rare  but  regular  winter  visitor  to 
streams  in  the  se.  portion  of  the  state.  Wilson’s 
Warbler  is  casual  in  the  state  during  winter,  so 
a scattering  of  at  least  6 during  the  season  was 
unusual.  Painted  Redstart  is  a regular  winter 
resident  in  middle-elevation  canyons  in  the  se. 
part  of  the  state,  but  one  wintering  at  Patagonia 
L.,  and  another  wintering  along  the  Santa  Cruz 
R.  near  Tumacacori,  were  unexpected  for  those 
locations.  A Rufous-capped  Warbler  that  bred 
in  Florida  Canyon  this  past  summer  was  re- 
ported off  and  on  during  the  entire  winter 
(m.ob.,  ph.  J.  Hays),  with  a single  report  of  2 
individuals.  Hepatic  Tanager  is  a regular  winter 
visitor  in  canyons  and  riparian  areas  in  the  se. 
portion  of  the  state,  but  a female  in  Maricopa 
31  Jan-28  Feb  (ph.  M.  Hawk)  was  well  away 


from  normal  areas  of  winter  occurrence.  Five 
Summer  Tanagers,  about  normal  for  a winter, 
were  reported. 

The  winter  of  2009-2010  was  one  of  the 
“worst”  winters  we  could  remember  for  grass- 
land and  desert  sparrows,  which  was  likely  a 
result  of  poor  summer  monsoon  rains. 
Species  such  as  Brewer’s  and  Vesper  Sparrows 
were  practically  nonexistent  in  s.  Arizona! 
Rufous-winged  Sparrow,  normally  a highly 
sedentary  resident,  was  found  at  several  odd 
locations  such  as  at  Ft.  Huachuca  16  Oct-17 
Dec  (SH),  along  Ruby  Rd.  3 Jan  (MMS),  and 
in  Sycamore  Canyon  3 Jan  (DS).  A Red  Fox 
Sparrow  was  near  Patagonia  13-30  Dec  (ph. 
C.  Rasmussen;  MB).  About  10  Golden- 
crowned  Sparrows  were  detected  around  s. 
Arizona,  a few  more  than  usual  for  a single 
winter.  Scattered  reports  of  the  dorsalis  form 
of  Dark-eyed  Junco  were  received  from  sever- 
al s.  Arizona  locations,  including  Tucson  30 
Nov-1  Dec  (PK;  ph,  AC),  Ash  Canyon  27  Dec 
(MJB),  Madera  Canyon  28  Dec  (2;  ph.  PK), 
Ramsey  Canyon  4 Jan  (P  Sockness),  and  Par- 
adise 25  Feb  0-  Lewis);  this  taxon  is  consid- 
ered rare  but  regular  during  winter  in  s.  Ari- 
zona. Yellow-eyed  Juncos  were  obviously  on 
the  move  this  winter,  with  several  extralimital 
reports  received.  Of  particular  note  were  indi- 
viduals in  e.  Tucson  22  Nov-13  Dec  (B. 
Nicholas;  ph.  AC),  at  Evergreen  Cemetery, 
Tucson  1 Dec-22  Eeb  (RH,  SO;  ph.  AC),  and 
a possible  hybrid  with  an  “orange  iris”  in 
Prescott  8 Dec  (ph.  M.  Riegner).  Chestnut- 
collared  Longspurs  at  Mormon  L.  17-19  Dec 
(T.  Weber,  CL,  JC)  and  near  Palo  Verde  26-28 
Dec  (TC,  M.  Weber)  were  away  from  usual  ar- 
eas of  winter  distribution  in  the  state. 

A Pyrrhuloxia  at  Duncan  6 Jan  (MP,  MMS) 
was  n.  of  usual  areas  of  occurrence  in  s.  Ari- 


VOLUME  64  (2010)  • NUMBER  2 


305 


ARIZONA 


zona.  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  is  casual  in  the 
state  in  winter;  this  season  no  fewer  than  5,  an 
exceptional  number  for  winter,  were  reported, 
with  a male  in  Portal  16-23  Dec  (RAR,  ph. 
REW),  a male  in  Tucson  18-20  Dec  (ph.  M. 
Womack),  one  near  Yuma  19  Dec  (tj.  Coker), 
a male  at  Madera  Canyon  7 Jan  (ph.  B.  Hig- 
gins), and  another  imm.  male  in  Flagstaff  23 
Jan  (ph.  B.  Hart).  Indigo  Bunting  is  another  ca- 
sual visitor  in  winter;  one  was  in  Tucson  8-24 
Feb  (MR  MMS;  ph.  DS),  and  another  was  at 
San  Bernardino  N.W.R.  26  Feb  (REW).  One  of 
the  rarer  birds  of  the  season  was  a Common 
Grackle  found  at  Sweetwater  4 Feb  (ph.,  tPK); 
there  are  still  fewer  than  20  total  records  for 
the  state.  Orchard  Orioles  have  become  more 
regular  in  winter  in  recent  years;  this  year,  one 
returned  to  Surprise  for  the  4th  consecutive 


winter  (ph.  D.  Sherony),  another  male  was  at  a 
feeder  in  Green  Valley  8-9  Jan  (J.  Murray),  a 
male  was  at  a feeder  in  Ahwatuckee  18  Jan-r 
(ph.  P & G.  Halesworth),  and  yet  another 
male  was  at  Sun  Lakes,  Maricopa  24  Jan-13 
Feb  (ph.  V.  Shimp).  Purple  Finch  is  still  con- 
sidered casual  at  best  in  Arizona  at  any  season. 
This  winter,  2 were  found  and  documented:  at 
Ash  Canyon  29-31  Jan  (ph.  A.  Cherry,  B. 
Starks;  MJB)  and  at  Paradise  (ph.  J.  Lewis). 

Cited  observers  (area  compilers  in  boldface): 
Charles  Babbitt,  Mary  Joe  Ballator,  Jack  Bart- 
ley, Matt  Brown,  Steve  Burk,  Barbara  Carlson, 
John  Coons,  Andrew  Core  (Tucson),  Troy 
Corman,  Tommy  DeBardeleben,  Henry  De- 
twiler,  Richard  Fray,  Brendon  Grice,  Laurens 
Halsey,  Stuart  Healy,  Melanie  Herring,  Eric 


Hough,  Rich  Hoyer,  Doug  Jenness,  Keith 
Kamper,  Philip  Kline,  Chuck  LaRue,  Paul  E. 
Lehman,  Michael  Marsden,  Michael  Moore 
(MMo),  Michael  Nicosia,  Phil  Norton,  Scott 
Olmstead,  Dave  Pearson  (DPe),  Molly  Pol- 
lock, Dave  Powell,  Shaun  Putz,  Cindy 
Radamaker,  Kurt  Radamaker,  Rose  Ann 
Rowlett,  Will  Russell,  John  Saba,  Dave  Ste- 
jskal,  Mark  M.  Stevenson,  Carl  S.  Tomoff, 
Richard  E.  Webster,  Jason  Wilder,  Erika  Wil- 
son, John  Yerger.  I© 
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Great  Basin 


Rick  Fridell 


The  majority  of  the  Great  Basin  Region 
has  experienced  a prolonged  drought, 
with  precipitation  levels  well  below  av- 
erage, for  TO  of  the  past  12  years.  This  winter 
offered  some  appreciated  respite,  with  above- 
normal levels  of  snow  in  high-elevation  areas, 
particularly  in  the  southern  and  western  por- 
tions of  the  Region.  Despite  the  weather,  num- 
bers of  northern  visitors  were  lower  than  usu- 
al, with  few  Northern  Shrikes,  only  one  flock 
of  Bohemian  Waxwings,  and  no  northern 
hnches.  Nevada  highlights  included  two  Less- 
er Black-backed  Gulls  and  a Broad-billed 
Hummingbird;  Utah  highlights  included  a Yel- 
low-billed Loon,  several  McCown’s  Longspurs, 
Rusty  Blackbird,  and  a winter  Bullock’s  Oriole. 

Abbreviations:  Antelope  Island  (Antelope  Is- 
land S.P.  and  Causeway,  Davis,  UT);  Ash 
Meadows  (Ash  Meadows  N.W.R.,  Nye,  NV); 
Bear  River  (Bear  River  Migratory  Bird  Refuge, 
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Box  Elder,  UT);  Corn  Cr.  (Corn  Creek  Unit, 
Desert  N.W.R.,  Clark,  NV);  Farmington  Bay 
(Farmington  Bay  W.M.A.,  Davis,  UT);  H.B.V.E 
(Henderson  Bird  Viewing  Preserve,  Clark, 
NV);  L.  Mead  (Lake  Mead  N.R.A.,  Clark, 
NV);  Lytle  (Lytle  Ranch  Preserve,  Washington, 
UT);  Miller’s  R.A.  (Miller’s  Rest  Area,  Esmer- 
alda, NV);  Ouray  (Ouray  N.W.R.,  Uintah, 
UT);  Pahranagat  (Pahranagat  N.W.R.,  Lincoln, 
NV);  Quail  Creek  (Quail  Creek  State  Park, 
Washington,  UT);  Red  Hills  (Red  Hills  G.C., 
St.  George,  Washington,  UT);  Sand  Hollow 
(Sand  Hollow  S.P.,  Washitigton,  UT);  Zion 
(Zion  N.P,  Washington,  UT). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  GULLS 

Two  ad.  and  2 juv.  Trumpeter  Swans  visited 
Ash  Meadows  16-18  Dec  (CL).  Drake 
Eurasian  Wigeons  returned  this  winter  to 
Hurricane,  Washington,  UT  20  Dec-6  Jan  (ph. 
RF  et  al.)  and  Reno,  Washoe,  NV  5-30  Jan 
(IDS,  MM  et  al);  another  was  reported  at 
Pahranagat  6 Feb  OBr,  RS).  A juv.  Surf  Scoter 
at  Sand  Hollow  1 Dec-3  Jan  (RF  et  al.)  was 
joined  by  a female  White-winged  Scoter  6 Dec 
(RF,  KC).  The  White-winged  Scoter  lingered 
at  Sand  Hollow  through  1 Feb  before  moving 
to  nearby  Quail  Creek  through  22  Apr  (RD, 
RF).  A White-winged  Scoter  was  also  ob- 
served at  Pyramid  L.,  Washoe,  NV  1 Jan  (TL, 
ML,  NH).  Five  Long-tailed  Ducks  were  at  An- 
telope Island  5 Dec  (S&CS).  Barrow’s  Gold- 
eneyes turned  up  far  s.  of  expected  range  at 
Hilldale,  Washington,  UT  1-6  Dec  (ph.  RF) 
and  on  the  Colorado  R.  below  Davis  Dam, 
Clark,  NV  5 Feb  (ph.  CL).  A juv.  Yellow- 


billed Loon  found  at  Quail  Creek  1 Dec  (ph., 
tRF;  m.ob.)  lingered  through  20  Feb,  provid- 
ing viewing  opportunities  for  many  visiting 
birders.  A Red-necked  Grebe  was  observed  23 
Feb  at  H.B.VP  (ph.  JY,  fide  CL). 

White-tailed  Kites  lingered  through  the 
season  at  Pahranagat  (CL  et  al).  Red-shoul- 
dered Hawks  were  reported  from  Lyon,  Nye, 
and  Washoe,  NV.  An  out-of-season  Baird’s 
Sandpiper  was  photographed  at  Pyramid  L., 
Washoe,  NV  24  Jan  (CT,  BW).  A Dunlin  was 
at  Sand  Hollow  1 Dec-23  Jan  (ph.  RF,  RD, 
MH),  and  another  was  at  Ash  Meadows  8 Dec 
(CL).  A Wilson’s  Phalarope  was  a surprise  at 
the  Hurricane  Sewage  Ponds,  Washington,  UT 
7 Feb  (RD,  MH). 

Adult  Mew  Gulls  were  found  at  Decker  L., 
Salt  Lake,  UT  26  Dec  (TA  et  al.),  at  Farming- 
ton  Bay  2 Jan-23  Feb  Q&KB,  ph.  JBi,  ph.  RF), 
and  at  Lee  Kay  Ponds,  Salt  Lake,  UT  12  Feb 
(TA).  Western  Gull  reports  continue  to  in- 
crease in  the  Region,  with  sightings  27  Dec-9 
Jan  at  Lee  Kay  Ponds,  Salt  Lake,  UT 
(tC&LW),  28  Dec-3  Mar  at  Sparks  Marina, 
Washoe,  NV  (ph.  TL,  ph.  MM  et  al.),  and  1-14 
Feb  at  Farmington  Bay  (EL,  J65:KB  et  al.). 
Thayer’s  Gull  observations  included  5 at 
Sparks  Marina,  Washoe,  NV  (4  Dec-5  Feb; 
MM,  FP  et  al.),  up  to  7 at  Lee  Kay  Ponds,  Salt 
Lake,  UT  (13  Dec-12  Feb;  TA,  JBI  et  al.),  2 at 
Farmington  Bay  (2  Jan-23  Feb;  J&KB  et  al), 
and  one  at  Quail  Creek  (5  Dec;  RF).  All  Thay- 
er’s Gull  observations  were  of  first-  or  second- 
cycle  birds.  Iceland  Gulls  were  reported  at  Lee 
Kay  Ponds,  Salt  Lake,  UT  13-28  Dec  (p.a.,  ph. 
TA,  JBl,  CW)  and  at  Farmington  Bay  14  Feb 
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(p.a.,  J&KB).  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull  sightings  continue  to 
increase  in  the  Region,  with  9 this 
season;  4 were  at  Lee  Kay  Ponds, 

Salt  Lake  26  Dec-9  Jan  (tCW,  TA 
et  ah),  3 ads.  were  at  Farmington 
Bay  2 Jan-24  Feb  Q&KB  et  ah), 
and  an  ad.  visited  Virginia  L., 

Reno,  Washoe,  NV  7 Jan-21  Feb 
(ph.  MM,  ph.  ST  et  ah);  an  ad. 
photographed  8 Jan  at  L.  Mead 
(RM)  was  possibly  the  same  indi- 
vidual documented  there  last  fall. 
Glaucous-winged  Gulls  were  re- 
ported at  Sparks  Marina,  Washoe, 

NV  2 Dec-15  Mar  (MM,  FP  et 
ah),  at  Lee  Kay  Ponds,  Salt  Lake, 

UT  13  Dec-12  Feb  (TA,  JBl),  at 
Pyramid  L.,  Washoe,  NV  1 Jan 
(DS),  and  at  Virginia  L.,  Washoe, 

NV  17  Jan-21  Feb  (FP,  AQ).  Glau- 
cous Gulls  were  found  at  Fallon, 

Churchill,  NV  18  Dec  (tDS,  JW), 
at  Lee  Kay  Ponds,  Salt  Lake,  UT 
28  Dec  (2  birds;  C&LW),  and  at 
Farmington  Bay  11  Dec-25  Feb  (3 
birds;  DW,  BO  et  ah).  An  enigmat- 
ic gull  studied  at  Sparks  Marina, 

Washoe,  NV  11-18  Dec  (ph.  MM) 
appeared  to  be  a hybrid  between 
Herring  and  Glaucous. 

DOVES  THROUGH 
WARBLERS 

A flock  of  55  White-throated 
Swifts  were  a surprise  at  Overton 
W.M.A.,  Clark,  NV  16  Jan  (CL). 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  sea- 
son was  a hatch-year  male  Broad- 
billed Hummingbird  visiting  a 
feeder  at  Pahrump,  Nye,  NV  9-23 
Dec  (ph.,  tCL,  ph.  GS  et  ah). 

Costa’s  Hummingbirds  were 
found  wintering  at  several  Washington,  UT 
locations,  including  Green  Springs  4 Dec-i- 
(BR,  fide  MD),  Snow  Canyon  S.P  9 Dec+  (KC, 
RF  et  ah),  and  Ivins  20  Dec+  (C&GR).  An 
Acorn  Woodpecker  was  observed  at  Sunset 
Park,  Las  Vegas,  Clark,  NV  24  Dec  (CW),  and 
a Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  was  documented 
at  Amargosa  Valley,  Nye,  NV  18-23  Dec  (ph. 
CL). 

Any  winter  Empidonax  is  rare  in  the  Re- 
gion, so  a Gray  Flycatcher  observed  7 Jan  at 
Ash  Meadows  (CL)  was  a major  surprise. 
There  were  fewer  Northern  Shrike  sightings 
than  normal  in  the  Region — singles  in  Elko 
and  Washoe,  NV,  and  in  Davis,  Salt  Lake, 
Washington,  and  Utah,  UT.  A pair  of  Tree 
Swallows  made  a late  appearance  5 Dec  at  An- 
telope Island  (S&CS).  Varied  Thrushes  were 


Utah  9 Dec-11  Apr  (EH),  Sandy, 
Salt  Lake  12  Dec  (fide  MMo),  and 
at  Logan,  Cache  1-7  Dec  (MF)  and 
19  Dec  (RO  et  ah).  White-throated 
Sparrows  were  also  at  L.  Mead  31 
Nov-19  Dec  (CL  et  ah)  and  Mead- 
ow Valley  Wash,  Lincoln,  NV  17 
Jan  (CL).  Six  McCown’s 
Longspurs  were  photographed  at 
Bear  River  17  Jan-7  Feb  (ph.,  tJB, 
KP  et  ah)  and  3 at  Blue  Creek  Val- 
ley, Box  Elder,  UT  25  Feb  (ph.  RF). 
Lapland  Longspurs  were  found  at 
three  Box  Elder,  UT  locations:  Bear 
River  16  Jan-5  Feb  (S&CS),  Salt 
Creek  W.M.A.  16  Jan  (S&CS),  and 
Snowville  18  Jan  (13  birds;  BB). 
Several  Snow  Buntings  were  found 
in  Utah,  including  singles  at  Lo- 
gan, Cache  19-20  Dec  (RO  et  ah) 
and  Bear  River  15  Jan  (JB),  plus  3 
near  Snowville,  Box  Elder  18  Jan 
(BB).  Utah’s  7th  Rusty  Blackbird 
was  found  at  Pariette  Wetlands, 
Uintah  26  Jan  (tBM).  A Common 
Crackle  first  observed  14  Oct  Bat- 
tle Mountain,  Lander,  NV  (EHa) 
remained  there  through  at  least  14 
Eeb  (MM);  another  was  pho- 
tographed at  Beatty,  Nye,  NV  5 Feb 
(GS).  A female  Bullock’s  Oriole 
made  a rare  winter  appearance  in 
the  Region,  visiting  a Pleasant 
Grove,  Utah,  UT  residence  13 
Dec-11  Feb  (EH,  ph.  KM). 

Contributors  and  cited  ob- 
servers: David  Allan,  Tim  Avery, 
Betsy  Beneke,  Joel  and  Kathy  Bey- 
er, Jack  Binch,  Clavin  Black,  Jeff 
Blisky  (JBl),  Je  Anne  Branca  QBr), 
Kristen  Cornelia,  Marilyn  Davis, 
Rob  Dobbs,  Mike  Fish,  Rick 
Fridell,  Pomera  Fronce,  Ed  Harper  (EHa), 
Don  Harriman,  Nancy  Hoffman,  Eric  Huish, 
Meribeth  Huizinga,  Edson  Leite,  Mark  Lenz, 
Tim  Lenz,  Carl  Lunblad,  Keeli  Marvel,  Brian 
Maxfileld,  Dave  McNinch,  Martin  Meyers, 
Randall  Michal,  Matt  Mills  (MMi),  Milt 
Moody  (MMo),  Ryan  O’Donnell,  Bryant 
Olsen,  Fred  Petersen,  Kristin  Purdy,  Alan  de 
Queiroz,  Carla  and  George  Ritter,  Brenda  Rus- 
nell,  Nancy  Santos,  Rita  Schlageter,  Greg 
Scyphers,  Dennis  Serdehely,  Steve  and  Cindy 
Sommerfeld,  Kay  Stone,  Clay  Taylor,  Steve 
Ting,  Larry  Tripp,  Bruce  Webb,  Christine 
Webb,  Cliff  and  Lisa  Weiss,  David  Wheeler, 
Jim  Woods,  Judy  Yellon. 


Rick  Fridell,  3505  West  290  North 
Hurricane,  Utah  84737,  (rfridell@redrock.net) 


Nevada's  seventh  accepted  record  of  Western  Gull  was  furnished  by  this  bird  present  from  28 
December  2009  through  8 March  2010  (here  7 January)  at  Sparks  Marina,  Washoe  County.  Pho- 
tograph by  Martin  Meyers. 


After  the  first  state  record  in  January  2008,  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  have  become  somewhat 
regular  in  Nevada,  with  seven  documented  in  the  past  few  years.  This  adult,  observed  from  7 
January  through  21  (here  19)  February  2010,  made  the  fourth  to  show  up  at  Virginia  Lake  in 
Reno,  Washoe  County.  Photograph  by  Martin  Meyers. 

found  outside  of  expected  winter  areas  24 
Dec  at  Blanding,  San  Juan,  UT  (CB),  22 
jan-27  Mar  at  Jordan  R.  Parkway,  Utah,  UT 
(KS,  ph.  JB  et  al),  and  27  Feb  at  Oak  City, 

Millard,  UT  (DA).  A Sage  Thrasher  made  a 
rare  winter  appearance  at  Harmon  L., 

Churchill,  NV  18  Dec  (DM  et  ah).  A flock  of 
40  Bohemian  Waxwings  at  Salt  Lake  City,  Salt 
Lake,  UT  21  Dec  (TA)  supplied  the  only  re- 
port of  this  species  in  the  Region. 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Chipping  Sparrow  at  Pahrump,  Nye,  NV  22 
Jan  (CL)  was  out  of  season.  A Swamp  Sparrow 
found  along  Fort  Pearce  Wash,  Washington,  UT 
26  Dec  (LT)  lingered  through  19  Feh  (S&CS). 

Winter  White-throated  Sparrows  were  found  at 
four  Utah  locations,  including  Pleasant  Grove, 
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Weathenvise,  winter  2009-2010  was 
uneventful  and  fairly  true  to  aver- 
age conditions  within  the  Region’s 
subsections.  Freeze-up  was  complete  by  the 
start  of  the  period,  and  the  snowpack  was 
slow  to  fill  out  until  well  into  January  in  most 
areas.  The  season  stayed  relatively  cold,  ex- 
cept in  southern  Southeast,  where  warmer 
and  drier  conditions  dominated  the  late  sea- 
son. There  were  no  significant  or  dramatic 
warming  events,  which  have  been  increasing 
in  the  past  decade  or  so,  brought  on  by  the 
“Pineapple  Express,”  the  moisture-laden 
southerly  flows  originating  in  the  north-cen- 
tral Pacific.  As  is  typical,  most  of  the  season's 
unusual  sightings  were  concentrated  in  the 
Christmas  Bird  Count  season  and  along  the 
immediate  coastal  fringes  in  the  Southeast 
and  in  South-coastal  areas.  Exotic  landscap- 
ing continues  to  attract  and  hold  semi-hardy 
frugivores  in  a few  urban  areas.  Weather  and 
snow  conditions  combined  to  concentrate 
high  numbers  of  passerines,  especially  spar- 
rows, in  the  Ketchikan  area,  but  no  such 
numbers  were  reported  elsewhere.  Now  that 
Adak  has  a permanent  resident  birder,  that 
area  is  again  producing  notable  finds  across 
the  season,  as  had  been  the  case  with  previous 
residents  in  the  1970s  and  1980s. 

GEESE  THROUGH  HERONS 

The  season’s  lone  interesting  Emperor  Goose 
observation  was  one  that  wintered  on  the 
Homer  Spit  19  Dec+  (fide  AL,  GL),  Emperors 
are  unusual  and  irregular  e.  of  the  Kodiak  Ar- 
chipelago, where  decent  numbers  winter. 
Only  one  Cackling  Goose  report  came  in,  a 
minima  from  Eyak  L.  at  Cordova  7-24  Dec 
(MB,  ph.  AL).  Eleven  Trumpeter  Swans  win- 
tered on  Kodiak’s  L.  Rose  Tead  10  Dec+  (RF, 
ph.  RAM),  where  the  species  has  been  occa- 
sional in  the  past  few  years.  Small  numbers 
were  also  reported  from  the  outflow  of  Kenai 
L.,  where  similar  recent  finds  have  occurred 


(m.ob.).  A lone  Tundra  Swan  was 
seen  intermittently  all  season 
with  the  Trumpeters  at  Kodiak 
(RAM),  where  they  are  not  annu- 
al in  winter.  Six  Whooper  Swans 
wintered  at  Adak  5 Dec-h  (IH). 
It  seemed  like  a fair  season 
for  wintering  Eurasian 
Wigeons,  with  a male  all 
season  joined  by  a fe- 
male 28  Jan-26  Feb  in 
the  Juneau  area  (PMS, 
NRH)  and  at  least  3 in 
the  Homer  tidal  flats  all  season, 
with  3 together  on  21  Feb  (AL).  Thirty-two 
Ring-necked  Ducks  made  an  exceptional  win- 
ter count  from  Sitka  area  lakes  15  Feb  (MRG), 
while  a female  was  identified  at  Adak  12  Jan 
(IH).  Ring-neckeds  remain  casual  in  the  cen. 
and  e.  Aleutians,  with  most  of  the  eight  or  so 
records  from  the  winter  season.  Three  Tufted 
Ducks  at  Adak  8+  Jan  (IH)  provided  the  sea- 
son’s only  sighting.  Observers  located  robust 
numbers  of  Black  Scoters  in 
Southeast,  where  they  are  rel- 
atively uncommon,  including 
420,  which  provided  a new 
local  winter  high  count  from 
Gustavus  on  6 Feb  (NKD), 
and  45  from  Juneau  8 Feb 
(PMS),  which  was  that  ob- 
server’s 2nd  highest  local  tal- 
ly. A female-plumaged  Smew 
arrived  at  Adak,  where  small 
numbers  are  intermittent  in 
winter,  5 Dec,  and  a drake 
was  located  on  a different 
pond  11  Dec  (IH). 

Although  not  a surprise, 
given  recent  summer  obser- 
vations in  the  area,  2 Rock 
Ptarmigan  located  on  Deer 
Mt.  above  Ketchikan  19  Dec 
(AM,  fide  SCH)  furnished 
that  locale’s  first  winter  record.  In  Southeast, 
Rock  Ptarmigan  is  known  as  a resident  on  the 
larger  islands  at  the  n.  end  of  the  archipelago 
and  in  the  coastal  mts.  on  the  mainland.  It  has 
only  recently  been  found  in  suitable  alpine  ar- 
eas on  Revillagigedo  1.  in  s.  Southeast.  Only 
one  Pied-billed  Grebe  report  surfaced,  a lone 
bird  on  salt  water  Ketchikan  25  Jan  and  pos- 
sibly later  (SC,  JHL).  Western  Grebe  can  be 
locally  common  in  winter  in  the  s.  half  of 
Southeast,  as  indicated  by  a flock  of  1000+ 
birds  near  Wrangell  26  Feb  (DS).  North  of 
there,  this  winter  resident  is  rare  and  spo- 
radic, so  5 on  the  Gustavus  C.B.C.  19  Dec 
(NKD)  and  singles  near  Juneau  4 Jan  (MWS) 
and  offshore  at  Sitka  12  Dec  (PHN)  were 
noteworthy.  During  winter,  Brandt’s  Cor- 


morant has  only  been  located  in  the  Region 
around  Ketchikan,  where  it  is  a regular  winter 
resident  in  small  numbers,  primarily  along 
the  exposed  shoreline  s.  of  town.  At  least  3 
were  observed  this  season,  including  2 to- 
gether 29  Dec  (AWP,  SCH).  Following  a late 
Nov  report  in  the  same  general  area,  a single 
Great  Blue  Heron  was  seen  as  late  as  21  Jan 
(DC)  in  warm  springs  near  the  Old  Matanus- 
ka  Townsite  s.  of  Palmer,  where  there  have 
been  a few  previous  similar  winter  reports. 
Numbers  and  distribution  were  apparently 
normal  elsewhere. 

HAWKS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Bald  Eagle  winter  numbers  continue  to  in- 
crease in  the  area  around  Upper  Cook  Inlet, 
highlighted  this  season  by  record  count  of  71 
on  the  Palmer  C.B.C.  20  Dec  {fide  RW).  Two 
large  municipal  landfills,  regular  winter 
moose  concentrations,  and  a few  late  salmon 
runs  must  combine  to  support  these  num- 
bers, which  are  otherwise  a far  distance  from 


Casual  in  Alaska  in  winter,  this  immature  Harlan's  Hawk  was  present  all  winter 

(here  13  December  2009)  in  the  Juneau  area.  Photograph  by  Robert  H.  Armstrong. 


coastal  resources  and  mild  conditions  at  the 
lower  end  of  Cook  Inlet.  Sharp-shinned 
Hawks  remained  in  decent  numbers  after 
C.B.C.s,  when  numbers  typically  dwindle. 
One  from  the  Interior  near  Ester,  s.  of  Fair- 
banks 17  Jan  (GP)  was  extremely  unusual  for 
midwinter.  Above-average  winter  numbers 
were  reported  from  Southeast,  primarily  in 
the  vicinity  of  feeders,  including  at  least  7 in 
Ketchikan  all  season,  and  many  reports  from 
the  Juneau  area.  Another  was  variously  re- 
ported from  Anchorage’s  coastal  neighbor- 
hoods all  season  (TT,  m.ob.).  Observations  of 
at  least  2 Red-tailed  Hawks  wintering  in  the 
Ketchikan  area  (AWP,  SCH),  another  all  sea- 
son at  Sitka  (MRG),  and  another  at  Wrangell 
17  Dec  (MC),  were  more  than  usual;  the  lat- 
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The  very  pale  overall  plumage,  whitish  primaries,  small  rounded  head,  tiny  bill, 
and  tertials  lacking  darker  centers  identify  this  as  a first-cycle  Iceland  Gull,  pho- 
tographed at  Juneau,  Alaska  5 February  2010.  Photograph  by  Paul  M.  Suchanek. 


ter  two  are  from  areas  where  there  are  few 
winter  records.  Winter  Red-taileds  are  typi- 
cally only  known  from  the  greater  Ketchikan 
area,  where  they  are  nearly  annual.  An  imm. 
Harlan’s  Hawk  successfully  wintered  in 
Juneau  (ph.  GBV),  where  this  subspecies  is 
distinctly  casual,  with  only  a few  winter  re- 
ports. Three  American  Kestrels  made  an 
above-average  winter  showing  in  the  Region. 
One  in  Ketchikan  13  Dec  (AWR  SCH)  pro- 
vided that  site’s  new  late  date,  while  another 
lingered  through  12  Jan  at  Juneau  (GBV), 
where  there  are  two  prior  winter  records;  an- 
other was  seen  offshore  at  Kodiak  10  Jan  {fide 
RAM),  where  it  was  watched  being  taken  and 
eaten  by  a falconer’s  Peregrine.  It  constituted 
Kodiak’s  2nd  ever  in  winter.  Following  the 
strong  past  few  winter  showings,  American 
Coots  were  quiet  this  year:  one  at  Ketchikan 
19  Dec  (AWP),  up  to  2 at  Juneau  4 Dec 
(GBV),  and  at  least  4 offshore  at  Sitka  all  sea- 
son (MRG). 

It  was  an  especially  slow  shorebird  winter 
across  the  Region.  Normal  concentration  sites 
produced  below-average  numbers,  and  higher 
counts  did  not  seem  to  mate- 
rialize until  the  season’s  latter 
half.  A flock  of  2500  Surf- 
birds  at  Juneau  6 Dec  (BAA, 

PMS)  was  getting  late  for 
such  numbers.  Fewer  than 
100  were  noted  at  the  same 
site  later  in  the  season.  A 
one-day  waif  Red  Knot  flew 
into  Adak’s  Clam  Lagoon  11 
Jan  (IH),  where  it  joined  lo- 
cal wintering  Sanderlings 
and  Rock  Sandpipers.  Red 
Knots  are  casual  in  the  Aleu- 
tians, where  there  is  no 
record  after  mid-Oct,  and  I 
am  not  aware  of  any  Alaska 


record  after  early  Nov.  Sander- 
lings  made  a decent  showing 
from  their  otherwise  “regular” 
few  wintering  sites  on  the 
North  Gulf  Coast  periphery:  2 
were  at  Kodiak  24  Dec  QW), 
where  there  are  about  six  win- 
ter records;  a single  was  at  Se- 
ward 19  Dec  (CG)  where  casu- 
al in  Dec;  and  a season  high 
count  of  200  came  from  the 
Gustavus  area  8 Feb  (NKD). 
Aside  from  occasional  reports 
from  Homer,  Sanderlings  are 
casual  winter  hnds  elsewhere 
in  the  n.  Gulf  of  Alaska  coastal 
region.  Large  numbers  of  Rock 
Sandpipers  wintered  at  two  fa- 
vored locations  in  n.  South- 
east: a peak  count  of  200  came  from  Gustavus 
(NKD),  and  up  to  1000  were  at  Eagle  Beach  n. 
of  Juneau  3 Jan+  (PMS).  One  of  the  Gustavus 
birds  had  been  banded  at  a Tutakoke  R.  site  in 
the  Yukon  R.  delta  in  2007.  A few  paler,  larg- 
er individuals  of  the  nominate  subspecies 
were  noted  with  these  wintering  birds  at  both 
sites,  including  at  least  2 at  Eagle  Beach  3 Jan 
(PMS)  and  one  at  Ketchikan  19  Dec  (SCH), 
the  first  ever  from  s.  Southeast.  Nominate 
birds  breed  on  St.  Mathew  L,  Hall  L,  and  the 
Pribilof  Is.,  and  easily  80%  of  this  population 
grinds  out  the  winter  in  Upper  Cook  Inlet. 
Historically,  this  subspecies  was  described  as  a 
straggler  to  Southeast  (Gabrielson  and  Lin- 
coln, Birds  of  Alaska,  1959).  Cook  Inlet  birds 
seemed  more  dispersed  this  winter  compared 
to  the  past  decade’s  observations.  Winter 
Dunlin  peak  counts  seemed  slightly  above  av- 
erage in  their  traditional  haunts,  including 
200  all  season  on  the  Homer  Spit  (AL),  1900 
at  Gustavus  8 Feb-i-  (NKD),  400  at  Juneau’s 
Eagle  Beach  3 Jan  (PMS),  and  600  near  Pe- 
tersburg in  mid-Feb  (BH).  This  species  win- 
ters in  sheltered,  shallow  bays  along  the  e.  half 


of  the  n.  Gulf  of  Alaska  coast.  The  2 Long- 
billed Dowitchers  that  wintered  in  Juneau  10 
Dec-24  Jan  (GBV,  ph.  NH)  represented  the 
Region’s  2nd  ever  winter  record.  Wilson's 
Snipe  made  their  usual  sporadic  winter  high- 
lights, with  singles  mostly  into  Jan  in  South- 
east. A snipe  identihed  by  the  observer  as  a 
Wilson’s  located  at  Adak  22  Jan  (IH)  is  prob- 
lematic without  documentation;  there  is  one 
record  of  Common  record  and  a few  Wilson’s 
winter  records  for  the  Aleutians.  Macintosh 
photographed  an  imm.  Laughing  Gull  in  the 
Kodiak  harbor  area  5-7  Jan  (ph.  RAM) — the 
observer’s  second  hrst-state-record  gull  from 
this  locality.  This  photographically  document- 
ed record  elevates  Laughing  Gull  to  Alaska’s 
main  list  and  follows  a handful  of  Alaska  sight 
reports  from  the  n.  half  of  Southeast.  Laugh- 
ing Gull  is  casual  on  the  n.  Pacihc  coast  of  the 
United  States,  mainly  in  the  summer  season  n. 
to  Washington.  A lone  Bonaparte’s  Gull  was  a 
casual  winter  hnd  at  Ketchikan  3 Jan  (AWP, 
SCH);  most  are  gone  from  the  Region  by  mid- 
Dec.  Extremely  rare  in  winter,  an  ad.  Ring- 
billed Gull  noted  in  Ketchikan  through  24  Jan 
(SCH,  AWP,  CAF)  provided  only  the  2nd  local 
winter  record.  A first-cycle  Iceland  Gull  pho- 
tographed in  Juneau  5 Feb  (ph.  PMS)  adds  to 
a handful  of  recent  records  of  this  casual  mi- 
grant and  winter  visitor.  Fewer  than  10  Alas- 
ka records  are  photographically  substantiated. 
Out-of-range  wintering  Thayer’s  Gulls  includ- 
ed one  at  Kodiak  22  Jan,  followed  by  4 there 
during  a period  of  heavy  hsh  processing  3 Feb 
(RAM).  Singles  are  the  norm  in  most  winters. 
Another  hrst-cycle  Thayer’s  was  pho- 
tographed 21  Feb  at  Homer  (ph.  AL,  RAM), 
where  they  are  accidental  in  winter.  The  sea- 
son’s Marbled  Murrelet  peak  feeding  aggrega- 
tion reached  1360  birds  in  Clover  Passage 
near  Ketchikan  24  Jan  (SCH,  AWP),  one  of 
several  sites  in  Southeast  that  produce  big 
winter  counts,  usually  in  the  2nd  half  of  the 
season. 


The  photographer  first  saw  this  Laughing  Gull  at  Kodiak,  Alaska  from  his  living  room  window  on  5 January  2010;  this  image  was  taken  the  next  day. 
The  bird  stayed  only  through  7 January  and  provided  Alaska's  first  substantiated  record,  following  several  sight  records  from  Southeast.  Photograph 
by  Richard  A.  Macintosh. 
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Over  the  past  15  years,  American  Pipits  have  become  rare  if 
local  winter  residents  at  a few  coastal  sites  on  the  northern 
Gulf  of  Alaska.  This  bird  in  the  Gustavus  area  was  appar- 
ently just  present  for  one  day,  13  February  2010.  Photo- 
graph by  Nat  K.  Drumheller. 

DOVES  THROUGH  SWALLOWS 

Following  last  summers  Eurasian  Collared- 
Dove  invasion  into  the  Region,  follow-up 
sightings  included  up  to  5 all  season  in  both 
the  Juneau  (m.ob.)  and  Petersburg  (BHP)  ar- 
eas, plus  one  in  Ketchikan  (DK).  A single  in 
Feb  2009  represented  the  very  hrst  Alaska 
winter  record  of  this  recent  colonizer.  North- 
ern Pygmy-Owls  were  reported  on  20  differ- 
ent days  in  the  Juneau  area  through  the  sea- 
son, with  a maximum  count  of  2 on  28  Jan 
(|R,  ph.  NRH).  Singles  in  Gustavus  13-15  Feb 
(KL,  NKD)  and  at  Petersburg  22  Feb  (DC) 
were  the  only  other  reports.  A Great  Gray  Owl 
near  Homer’s  Beluga  L.  25  Dec-3  Jan  (SL,  GL, 
fide  AL)  was  a good  report  from  the  s.  end  of 
the  species’  South-coastal  range,  where  few 
records  exist.  Short-eared  Owls  seemed  more 
prevalent  than  usual,  highlighted  by  a single 
well  n.  at  Palmer  20  Dec  and  possibly  later 
(RW),  where  casual  after  Nov,  another  off- 
shore at  Kodiak  18  Jan  (RF,  fide  RAM),  and  at 
least  2 wintering  at  the  Juneau  golf  course  22 
Jan  QR:  BUK).  Short-eareds  are  often  absent 
in  winter  after  Nov.  Something  was  going  on 
in  South-coastal  Alaska  with  the  secretive 
Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  this  season:  at  least  4 
were  calling  or  glimpsed  in  the  Anchorage 
area  from  late  Dec  into  Jan  (XT,  RLS,  WK, 
m.ob.),  including  one  that  held  a territory  in  a 
Turnagain  neighborhood  into  mid-Feb.  There 
were  several  reports  from  the  Homer  area,  in- 
cluding a roost  of  3 at  a farm  site  12  Dec  and 
singles  present  there  19  Dec  and  14  Feb 
(MK),  with  at  least  2 others  noted  at  separate 
sites  away  from  the  farm  18  & 19  Dec  (DC, 
JS).  We  typically  average  one  Northern  Saw- 
whet  Owl  sighting  a season  in  South-coastal 
areas,  and  these  were  clearly  the  highest  win- 
ter numbers  ever  for  the  Anchorage  area.  Part 
of  a recent  trend,  another  Anna’s  Humming- 
bird successfully  wintered  this  year,  an  ad. 
male  at  a Ketchikan  feeder  all  season  (SC,  ph. 
JHL),  while  a late  migrant  was  noted  in  Pe- 


tersburg through  16  Dec  (CLR). 

It  was  a quiet  winter  for  Northern  Shrikes, 
with  the  exception  of  one  that  ventured  off- 
shore into  the  Aleutians  and  hung  around 
Adak  1-28  Dec  (ph.  IH).  Northerns  are  sur- 
prisingly well  represented  in  the  Aleutians, 
mainly  from  fall  and  winter  reports  between 
Adak  and  Unalaska.  Although  Black-billed 
Magpies  are  regular  winter  visitors  to  the  n. 
half  of  the  mainland  Southeast,  a group  of  42 
near  Juneau  28  Feb  (GBV)  was  remarkable 
and  possibly  that  area’s  highest  ever  winter 
tally.  Another  magpie  was  noted  offshore  at 
Sitka  5 Dec  (GS),  where  they  are  not  regular. 

THRUSHES  THROUGH 
HOUSE  SPARROW 

Mountain  Bluebirds  continue  to  push  the  late 
end  of  their  fall  migration  window,  exempli- 
hed  this  season  by  one  at  Wrangell  20  Dec 
(DS).  Another  individual  overwintered  in 
South-coastal  Alaska  at  Homer  all  season  into 
Mar  (LR,  AL  et  ah),  feeding  in  Mountain  Ash. 
Mountain  Bluebirds  barely  reach  into  the  Re- 
gion’s e.  periphery  and  remain  a very  rare  and 
local  fall  migrant.  Occasional  singles  attempt 
to  overwinter  at  coastal  sites  with  extensive 
fruiting  trees.  Extreme  late  Hermit  Thrushes 
included  singles  at  Sitka  5 Dec  (MRG)  and 
Ketchikan  19  & 22  Dec  (WY,  AWP).  Every 
few  years,  a few  of  these  late  lingerers  attempt 
to  overwinter  at  a coastal  community.  Given 
the  relatively  uniformly  cold  season,  decent 
American  Robin  counts  came  in  from  An- 
chorage, where  peak  was  a group  of  44-r  at 
one  sunflower  seed  feeder  23  Jan  (TT),  and 
offshore  at  Kodiak,  where  20  was  the  season 
high  12  Dec  (SB).  Elsewhere  in  Southeast, 
robin  numbers  were  deemed  average.  By  con- 
trast, high  numbers  of  Varied  Thrushes  lin- 
gered into  Dec  at  Ketchikan,  where  234  from 
the  C.B.C.  19  Dec  was  a new  local  high  count. 
Numbers  declined  steeply  there  after  late  Dec, 
and  the  species  was  considered  in  low  num- 
bers in  Southeast  through  the  season. 

It  was  an  extraordinary  winter  for  late  mi- 
grant and  wintering  American  Pipits,  which 
are  very  rare  and  sporadic  at  this  season. 
Highlights  included  a flock  of  19  from  Kodi- 
ak 13  Dec  (IB,  RAM)  and  late  migrants  in  sev- 
eral Southeast  towns  with  a maximum  count 
of  4 from  Ketchikan  12  Dec  (ph.  JHL).  Full- 
on  wintering  birds  included  3 on  1 Jan  and 
then  2 through  26  Jan  (SCH,  JHL),  plus  sin- 
gles farther  n.  at  Juneau  27  Jan  (NKH)  and 
Gustavus  13  Feb  (NKD).  The  season’s  only 
Cedar  Waxwing  reports  were  from  the  Homer 
area,  where  at  least  2 cavorted  around  berry 
trees  5 Dec-4  Jan  (MK,  AL,  m.ob.).  Winter 
warbler  reports  were  down  from  the  past  few 
years.  A single  Orange-crowned  Warbler  was 


present  at  the  Macintosh  feeder  in  Kodiak 
from  late  Nov-22  Feb  (ph,  RAM),  and  sever- 
al Yellow-rumped  Warblers  lingered  into  Dec 
in  the  Ketchikan  area,  where  the  latest  date 
was  29  Dec  (AWP,  SCH).  Any  warbler  in  the 
Region  after  mid-Dec  is  a rarity,  although 
such  records  are  on  an  uptrend  over  the  past 
10-15  years. 

Strong  numbers  of  American  Tree  Sparrows 
were  noted  in  n.  Southeast  following  the  large 
fall  incursion.  At  Gustavus,  38  made  the 
C.B.C.  on  19  Dec,  and  20  remained  around 
town  through  at  least  22  Feb  (NKD).  Small 
numbers  or  singles  were  at  coastal  sites  else- 
where. At  least  6 Savannah  Sparrows  hung 
around  into  Dec  in  Ketchikan  (AWP,  SCH), 
and  singles  were  located  at  Sitka  (MRG)  and 
Petersburg  (BHP).  Three  of  the  Ketchikan 
area  birds  remained  through  Feb  OFK.  JHL)- 
Savannahs  are  very  rare  after  late  Nov  and  re- 
main casual  in  winter.  There  are  only  three 
prior  mid-winter  Ketchikan  reports.  A hardy 
Song  Sparrow  spent  its  2nd  winter  at  a Butte 
area  feeder  near  Palmer  (CF,  fide  RW),  the  Re- 
gion’s northernmost  winter  record.  Still  not 
regular  in  winter,  Lincoln’s  Sparrow  showed 
well  in  Ketchikan  and  Juneau.  Six  tallied  on 
the  Ketchikan  C.B.C.  19  Dec  was  that  site’s 
2nd  highest  winter  count,  while  at  least  5 
wintered  in  Juneau  (m.ob.).  Following  a 
strong  Nov  showing  in  Southeast,  up  to  4 
White-throated  Sparrows  wintered  at 
Ketchikan  feeders  OFK.  JHL),  and  another 
was  noted  briefly  at  Sitka  13  Dec  (MRG).  A 
crafty  Golden-crowned  Sparrow  roosted  and 
fed  mostly  within  a Talkeetna  area  barn  for 
the  2nd  year  running  (ph.  RS).  Golden- 
crowneds  are  distinctly  rare  in  South-coastal 
areas  in  winter  and  casual  away  from  the  im- 
mediate coastal  fringe.  Notable  was  flock  of 
11  Lapland  Longspurs  located  12  Feb  at  Adak 
(IH),  from  which  all  but  one  of  the  very  few 
Aleutian  winter  reports  have  come.  Lapland 
Longspur  records  in  Nov  are  fairly  common, 
but  the  species  remains  casual  after  Dec  any- 
where in  the  Aleutians.  The  fall  season’s  Rus- 
tic Bunting  thrived  through  the  season  into 
Mar  at  its  favored  Ketchikan  feeder  QFK)-  Re- 
gional Rustic  Bunting  reports  away  from  tra- 
ditional Bering  Sea/Aleutian  hotspots  contin- 
ue to  accumulate,  but  this  is  only  the  3rd  such 
mid-winter  record.  A few  Snow  Buntings  were 
noted  away  from  their  typical  winter  sites, 
highlighted  by  90-1-  around  the  Butte  in 
Palmer  8 Feb  (BS)  and  singles  at  a Fairbanks 
feeder  31  Jan  (JP)  and  near  Tok  15  Dec  (fide 
ND).  An  early  season  flock  of  an  estimated 
500-t  Snow  Buntings  at  Adak  1 Dec  (IH)  rep- 
resented one  of  the  Aleutians’  biggest  one-day 
winter  counts.  Aleutian  winter  flocks  typical- 
ly include  50-100,  usually  concentrated  at  the 
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Beach  Ryegrass  coastal  fringe. 

Ten  to  12  Red-winged  Blackbirds  found  at 
a marshy  Juneau  site  between  10  Dec  and  26 
Feb  (GBV,  BUK)  represented  one  of  the  Re- 
gions best  winter  counts.  Casual  at  any  sea- 
son, a Western  Meadowlark  was  likely  a very 
late  migrant  at  Ketchikan  13  Dec  (WLR  ph. 
SCH)  and  that  sites  8th  record.  Four  Rusty 
Blackbirds  all  season  were  Ketchikan’s  first 
ever  in  winter,  while  above-average  counts  for 
later  in  the  season  included  a flock  of  50  in 
Gustavus  7 Feb  (NKD)  and  up  to  26  in 
Juneau  on  the  same  date  (BUK).  Scattered 
singles  and  small  groups  of  up  to  20  typically 
indicate  a strong  winter  showing.  The  Kodiak 
area  produced  another  Gray-crowned  Rosy- 
Finch  of  the  nominate  subspecies  16  Dec  (ph. 
RAM),  a 3rd  from  that  locale.  This  n.  Interi- 
or/Brooks Range  subspecies  is  occasional  in 
winter  in  the  n.  Gulf  of  Alaska  coastal  zone. 
Up  to  5 Purple  Finches  wintered  at  Ketchikan 
feeders  (KMR,  ph.  SCH),  the  site  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Region’s  sporadic  winter  reports. 
Another  was  found  at  a Wrangell  feeder 
(SWE).  Common  Redpolls  were  curiously  ab- 
sent or  nearly  so  from  most  of  their  normal 
winter  haunts  s.  of  the  Alaska  Range.  Small 


numbers  were  the  case  this  season,  even  into 
late  Feb,  when  numbers  typically  expand  to 
Mar  highs.  A flock  of  400  near  Gustavus  from 
27  Feb  (NKD)  was  oddly  the  season’s  peak  re- 
port; they  are  not  always  so  abundant  at  this 
site.  The  Ketchikan  House  Sparrow  clan  in- 
cluded 4 birds  through  the  season  (AWP);  a 
group  of  7 had  been  reported  in  late  fall. 

Note:  Referenced  details  (t)  and  photographs 
(ph.)  are  on  file  at  the  University  of  Alaska 
Museum. 

Contributors  and  observers  (subregional 
compilers  in  boldface):  B.  A.  Agler,  J.  B.  Allen, 
R.  H.  Armstrong,  G.  S.  Baluss,  S.  Berns,  I. 
Bruce,  G.  V.  Byrd,  M.  Cady,  S.  Carson,  E.  W. 
Clark,  D.  Cornelius,  K.  Crenshaw,  D.  Crow- 
son,  J.  E.  Dearborn,  D.  F Delap,  B.  H.  Demer- 
jian,  L.  Devaney  J.  DeWitt,  N.  DeWitt  (Interi- 
or), B.  Dittrick,  N.  K.  Drumheller,  S.  DuBois, 
L.  Edfelt,  S.  Echols,  P.  Eldridge,  M.  Enright,  T. 
Eskelin,  T.  Evans,  C.  Feaster,  R.  Fletcher,  D. 
Fox,  P & C.  Fritz,  C.  A.  Fultz,  T.  Galloway,  D. 
D.  Gibson,  R.  E.  Gill,  M.  R.  Goff,  S.  Golodoff, 
R.  J.  Gordon,  T.  L.  Goucher,  C.  Griswold,  S. 
Hansen,  M.  K,  Hart,  C.  Harwood,  N.  R.  Haj- 


dukovich,  S.  C.  Heinl  (Southeast),  I.  Helmer- 
icks,  B.  Hunter,  D.  Hurley,  J.  Johnson,  K.  John- 
son, P Keller,  W.  Keys,  E.  Kistler,  J.  F Koerner, 
D.  Koons,  K.  Kuletz,  A.  Lang,  J.  Leighton,  J.  D. 
Levison,  J.  H.  Lewis,  K.  Lochman,  M.  & R.  A. 
Macintosh,  D.  MacKay,  D.  MacPhail,  M.  Mc- 
Cafferty,  C.  McIntyre,  B.  Meiklejohn,  N,  Mol- 
lett,  J.  Morse,  A.  Murray,  P.  H.  Norwood,  L.  J. 
Oakley,  B.  Paige,  E.  Pandolfino,  B.  Pawuk,  W. 

L.  Peavler,  B.  Peluso,  G.  Pendleton,  A.  W.  Pis- 
ton (Southeast),  D.&  S.  Porter,  J.  Potter,  R 
Pourchot,  D.  Prentki,  J.  Ranlett,  L.  Raymond, 

M.  Renner,  J.  Reynolds,  K.  M.  Ripley,  P.  A. 
Rose,  C.  L.  Ross,  D.  Rudis,  K.  Russell,  J.  Sauer, 
L.  Scharf,  R.  L.  Scher,  G.  Schorr,  M.  W. 
Schwan,  A.  Selin,  D.  Shaw,  G.  Smith,  R.  Song, 
D.  W.  Sonneborn,  E.  Stahl,  K.  Stenek,  D. 
Strom,  S.  Studebaker,  P.  M.  Suchanek,  A. 
Swingley,  M.  E.  Tedin,  T.  Tobish,  J.  Trochet,  C. 
Trussell,  W.  Tweit,  B.  Uher-Koch,  S.  Urvina,  G. 
B.  van  Vliet,  P.  Vanselow,  V.  Vosburg,  M.  L. 
Ward,  L.  A.  Wild,  R.  Winckler,  S.  Wise  Eagle, 
J,  Withrow,  W.  Young,  K.  Zervos,  S.  Zimmer- 
man. 


Thede  Tobish,  2510  Foraker  Drive 
Anchorage,  Alaska  99517,  (tgtljo@gci.net) 
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In  the  Pacific  Northwest,  winter  made  a 
brief  appearance  during  the  second  week 
of  December.  An  Arctic  blast  ushered  in 
record-breaking  low  temperatures,  and,  al- 
though lowland  snowfall  was  not  part  of  the 
equation,  one  couldn’t  help  but  wonder  if  we 
might  be  in  for  a repeat  performance  of  last 
year’s  wintry  mix.  Frigid  conditions  persisted 
for  all  of  five  or  six  days,  and  then  the  re- 
mainder of  this  “El  Nino  winter”  was  down- 
right balmy.  In  fact,  January  turned  out  to  be 
the  warmest  on  record  for  many  cities  in 
western  Washington.  Precipitation  for  the  en- 
tire period  was  slightly  below  normal. 

Despite  what  wind-blasted  and  water- 
logged northwesterners  would  call  quite  fa- 
vorable birding  conditions,  mega-rarities 
were  all  but  non-existent.  Aside  from  a record 
December/January  incursion  of  Brown  Peli- 
cans and  California  Gulls  along  the  Oregon 
coast,  no  significant  avian  events  or  major  ir- 
ruptions were  noted.  Once  again,  hybrid  wa- 
terfowl abounded,  perhaps  filling  the  niche 
normally  occupied  by  unusual  gulls  and  spar- 
rows, which  were  generally  in  short  supply. 
Four  species  of  shorebird  lingered  well  be- 
yond normal  departure  dates;  one  was  a win- 
ter first  for  the  Region. 

Perhaps  the  short  stretch  of  frigid  cold 
played  a role  in  the  lack  of  semi-hardy  and 
non-hardy  species  in  an  otherwise  warm  win- 
ter. Six  orioles  of  two  species  added  a nice 
splash  of  color  to  the  season,  but  they  got  lit- 
tle assistance  from  warblers,  as  there  was  just 
one  boldface-worthy  species  reported.  Even 
the  now  expected  mid-winter  flight  of  Barn 
Swallows,  which  started  back  in  2002,  did 
not  materialize.  'With  northern  finches  large- 
ly absent,  other  than  a localized  flight  of 
Common  Redpolls,  observers  had  to  content 


themselves  with  mini-irruptions  of  Clark’s 
Nutcrackers  and  Black-billed  Magpies  this 
season. 

Abbreviations:  E.E.W.  (E.E.  Wilson  WM.A., 
Benton,  OR);  ER.R.  (Fern  Ridge  Res.,  Lane, 
OR);  O.S.  (Ocean  Shores,  Grays  Harbor,  ’WA); 
PN.P.  (Pt.  No  Point,  Kitsap,  WA);  PT,  (Puget 
Trough,  WA),  Ridgefield  (Ridgefield  N.W.R., 
Clark,  OR);  W.Y  (Willamette  Valley,  OR). 
“Eastside”  and  “westside”  indicate  locations  e. 
and  w.  of  the  Cascade  crest,  respectively. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  CRANES 

Single  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  along  the 
Columbia  R.,  Benton  15  Jan  (NL)  and  at  Lake 
Lenore,  Grant  16  Jan  (G.  McWethy)  were 
noteworthy,  as  this  species  rarely  winters  in  e. 
Washington.  A Tule  Greater  White-fronted 
Goose  (subspecies  gambelli)  enlivened  Car- 
nation, King  19  Jan-1  Feb,  yielding  Washing- 
ton’s 8th  record  (RM),  and  one  at  Nisqually  7 
Jan  through  Feb  was  the  9th  (S.  Thorp);  all 
but  three  previous  records  have  been 
Sep-Dec.  The  season’s  only  Emperor  Goose 
wintered  inland  at  Glide,  Douglas  (M. 
Flamm);  most  of  the  Region’s  reports  come 
from  the  outer  coast.  Six  Snow  Geese  were 
noted  during  Jan  in  e.  Washington,  where 
overwintering  Snows  were  formerly  quite 
rare.  Explosive  population  growth  probably 
also  explains  recent  increases  in  the  number 
of  northbound  Snows  passing  through  e. 
Washington;  2000  staged  at  Whitcomb  I., 


Benton  18  Feb  (NL),  and  1000  massed  near 
McNary  N.W.R.,  Benton  20  Feb  (C.  Bau- 
drand).  A blue-morph  Snow  Goose  at  Moses 
L.,  Grant  16  Jan  (DS)  was  a rare  find  for  e. 
Washington,  while  on  the  westside,  5 were 
among  the  thousands  of  Snows  gathered  at 
Fir  1.,  Skagit  20  Jan-28  Feb;  Blues  are  now 
found  annually  in  this  population,  most  of 
which  breeds  on  Siberia’s  Wrangel  Island.  Yet 
another  Snow  Goose  x Ross  Goose  hybrid 
turned  up  in  the  Fir  I.  flock  28  Feb  (SM);  this 
cross  is  now  found  most  years  in  the  Region. 
Stray  Ross’s  Geese  were  scarce  and  limited  to 
the  s.  Oregon  coast,  with  2 late-fall  holdovers 
at  Cape  Blanco  1 Dec  (T.  Wahl),  another  at 
Coos  Bay  1 Dec+  (TR),  and  one  at  New  R., 
Coos  (TR).  An  Aleutian  Cackling  Goose  (sub- 


species leucopareia) , first  detected  during  fall, 
remained  at  Kingston,  Kitsap  through  16  Jan 
(GGe,  J.  Acker);  this  subspecies  is  rare  in 
Washington  during  winter,  with  most  records 
coming  from  the  outer  coast.  The  earliest 
northbound  Aleutians  were  along  the  Oregon 
coast  at  Port  Orford,  Curry  and  Seal  Rock, 
Lincoln  16  Feb  (R.  Lowe).  The  only  eastside 
reports  of  Cackling  Geese  came  from  Wash- 
ington; one  minima  was  at  Rock  L.,  Whitman 
12  Feb  (T.  Gray),  and  5 of  this  subspecies  in- 
habited Moses  L.,  Grant  13  Feb  (DS).  A max- 
ima Canada  Goose  at  St.  Andrew,  Douglas  18 
Feb  (tRM,  TA)  marked  the  2nd  consecutive 
winter  that  this  taxon  has  appeared  in  e. 
Washington;  three  recent  reports  suggest  that 
maxima  may  regularly  winter  in  the  Region. 
Cackling  Geese  (subspecies  minima  and  tav- 
emeri)  continue  to  stretch  their  wintering 
range  northward  into  the  PT.  and  beyond.  A 
flock  of  20  (including  both  subspecies)  was  at 
Deer  I.,  Island  19  Dec  (SM),  while  2 tavemeri 
at  Sandy  Pt.,  Whatcom  1 Jan  (RM,  SM)  were 
the  most  northerly  of  5 others  reported  n.  of 
Seattle;  this  site  is  less  than  30  km  from  the 
U.S./Canada  border.  Four  Brant  away  from 
saltwater  represented  a typical  winter  show- 
ing. A Washington  record  3440  Trumpeter 
Swans  were  tallied  in  Skagit  13  Jan  (RM), 
eclipsing  the  2300  counted  in  Feb  2008.  A 
Trumpeter  Swan  at  Pistol  River,  Curry  9 Jan 
(N.  Holcomb)  was  along  the  s.  Oregon  coast, 
where  a swan  of  any  species  is  unexpected. 

Fourteen  Eurasian  Wigeons  in  e.  Washing- 


ton 12  Dec-27  Feb  was  nearly  double  last 
year’s  dismal  showing  of  8 birds.  For  the  2nd 
consecutive  winter,  2 Mallard  x American 
Wigeon  hybrids  were  located  in  the  Region:  at 
Gorst,  Kitsap  5 Feb  (ph.  BW)  and  at  DeBay 
Slough,  Skagit  6 Feb  (GB).  This  cross  was  un- 
recorded in  the  Region  prior  to  2008.  Winter 
Blue-winged  Teal,  less  than  annual  in  the  Re- 
gion historically,  appeared  for  the  3rd  straight 
year.  Three  singles  1-20  Dec  were  likely  tardy 
migrants,  while  a male  at  Fernhill  Wetlands 
27  Jan  (C.  Pepper)  presumably  wintered  local- 
ly. Cinnamon  Teal  are  no  longer  a winter  nov- 
elty. In  addition  to  the  traditional  flock  (50+ 
birds)  at  Svenson  I.,  Clatsop,  no  fewer  than  23 
were  noted  elsewhere  in  sw.  Washington  and 
w.  Oregon;  many  of  these  birds  overwintered. 


r I The  roster  of  hybrid  waterfowl  found  in  the  Region  seems  to  pick  up  a new  cross  every  winter.  The  latest  addition  is  an 
3 flapparent  ad.  Trumpeter  Swan  x Tundra  Swan  found  in  a flock  of  Trumpeter  Swans  near  Burlington  6 Dec  (ph.  SM). 
it  appeared  to  be  paired  with  a Trumpeter  when  relocated  near  Edison,  Skagit  23  Jan  (BW).  This  bird  was  intermediate  in 
structure  between  Tundra  and  Trumpeter  swans,  had  a fairly  sizeable  yellow  patch  on  bill,  and  engaged  in  aggression  displays 
resembling  those  exhibited  by  Trumpeter  Swans.  Swan  biologists  who  examined  the  photographs  concurred  that  it  appeared 
to  be  aHrumpling  Swan"  (Trumpeter  Swan  x Whistling  Swan  hybrid);  similar  birds  have  been  observed  in  Alaska  (W.  Sladen, 
C.  Mitchell,  in  litt.).  To  date,  there  are  no  published  records  of  these  two  species  interbreeding  in  the  wild,  though  they  are 
known  to  do  so  in  captivity  [Handbook  of  Avian  Hybrids  of  the  World,  McCarthy  2006). 
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This  season’s  16  Eurasian  Teal  (10  in  Wash- 
ington, 6 in  Oregon)  is  the  2nd  highest  winter 
tally  ever  of  this  subspecies,  eclipsed  only  by 
18  reported  during  the  winter  of  2003-2004; 
as  expected,  all  were  w.  of  the  Cascades.  Con- 
versely, the  count  of  Eurasian  Teal  x Green- 
winged Teal  intergrades  (2  in  w.  Washington, 
none  in  Oregon)  matched  the  worst  showing 
of  the  decade.  A Ring-necked  Duck  x scaup 
hybrid  was  at  Seattle  27  Jan  (ph.  C.  Alexan- 
der); there  are  very  few  previous  records  of 
this  cross  in  the  Region.  The  season’s  lone 
Tufted  Duck  was  a presumed  returnee  at 
Clatskanie,  Columbia  19  Jan  (D.  Coggswell); 
the  Region  averages  about  2 per  winter.  Pres- 
ent since  Jul  2009,  the  female  King  Eider 
(Washington’s  20th)  continued  at  O.S. 
through  the  winter  (m.ob.).  Wintering  Long- 
tailed Ducks,  once  considered  rare  in  e.  Wash- 
ington, are  now  expected;  4 reported  23 
Dec-7  Eeb  was  slightly  below  the  recent 
norm.  Likely  a winter  record  for  e.  Washing- 
ton, 4000  Common  Goldeneyes  were  at  Ice 
Harbor  Dam,  Walla  Walla  14  Feb  (K.  Burke); 
5700  at  Turnbull  N.WR  in  Mar  1973  (Birds  of 
Washington,  Wahl  et  al,  eds.,  2005)  is  the  only 
higher  published  count  from  that  area.  Bar- 
row’s Goldeneyes  are  rare  in  the  w.  Oregon 
lowlands  at  any  season,  so  2 along  the  Co- 
lumbia R.  at  Portland  31  Jan  (A.  Clausing) 
were  surprising.  Another,  at  Charleston,  Coos 
20  Dec-3  Jan  (H.  Schubothe),  was  equally 
noteworthy.  A Common  Goldeneye  x Barrow’s 
Goldeneye  hybrid  visited  Bainbridge  Island, 
Kitsap  1 Dec  (ph.  BW);  this  cross  is  now  found 
annually  in  the  Region. 

All  7 eastside  Pacific  Loons  2 Dec-27  Jan 
were  along  the  Columbia  R.,  where  now  ex- 
pected during  winter;  this  tally  is  low  by  re- 
cent standards.  A near-normal  6 Yellow-billed 
Loons  were  detected  in  w.  Washington,  while 
none  were  reported  from  Oregon.  Four  Clark’s 
Grebes  at  Bainbridge  Island  18  Dec  (BW)  ties 
a single-site  record  for  w.  Washington,  which 
hosted  an  above-average  7 this  season.  The 
Brown  Booby  (Oregon’s  3rd)  found  at 
Charleston,  Coos  28  Oct  was  last  seen  there  10 
Dec  (TR);  an  ad.  female  found  dead  near  Long 
Beach,  Pacific  27  Jan  (T.  Fleming)  was  Wash- 
ington’s 5th.  El  Nino  conditions  and  scarcity 
of  food  were  thought  to  be  the  cause  of  this 
winter’s  record  invasion  of  Brown  Pelicans 
(fide  RB);  many  dead  and  dying  pelicans  were 
found  all  along  the  West  Coast  during  this  pe- 
riod. Thousands  inhabited  the  Oregon  coast 
through  much  of  the  season;  high  counts  in- 
cluded 1150  at  Netarts  Bay,  Tillamook  (PP) 
and  900  still  at  Yaquina  Bay  13  Jan  (WH). 
Along  the  Washington  coast,  where  wintering 
Brown  Pelicans  are  still  considered  rare,  fair 
numbers  gathered  for  the  2nd  consecutive 
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Over  the  past  ten  years  or  so,  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  have  become  a fixture  in 
the  Pacific  Northwest.  This  adult  joined  a third-cycle  bird  at  John  Day  Dam,  Sher- 
man County,  Oregon  in  late  November  2009  and  remained  there  through  at  least 
1 2 (here  4)  December.  Photograph  by  David  Irons. 


This  Dickcissel  lingered  at  Nehalem,  Tillamook  County  from  20  (here  21)  February 
into  March  201 0.  It  represented  about  the  fifteenth  record  for  Oregon  but  just 
the  fifth  in  winter.  Photograph  by  Ed  McVicker. 


year;  60  near  O.S.  27  Jan  (BW, 

RM,  TA)  was  a record  mid-win- 
ter count  in  that  state;  by  the 
end  of  the  period,  only  a few 
dozen  pelicans  remained  in  the 
Region.  Recently  established 
Black-crowned  Night-Heron 
roosts  in  Washington  were  ap- 
parently in  use  again  this  win- 
ter; 3 birds  were  at  Forest 
Grove  9 Jan  (L.  Norgren),  and 
another  was  at  nearby  Hills- 
boro 15  Feb  (GG). 

A Turkey  Vulture  near  Dav- 
enport, Lincoln  18  Dec  (B. 

Haywood)  was  highly  unusu- 
al, as  this  species  is  extremely 
rare  anywhere  in  e.  Washing- 
ton Dec-Jan.  Another  vulture 
at  Goldendale,  Klickitat  5 Feb 
was  likely  an  early  migrant 
(fide  SJ).  Three  more  vultures 
at  Lopez  L,  Island  31  Dec  (fide 
D.  MacRae)  were  in  w.  Wash- 
ington, where  very  rare  before 
mid-Feb.  Two  White-tailed 
Kites  at  Skamokawa,  Wahld- 
akum  16-17  Jan  (A.  Emlen,  M. 

Bartels)  were  the  only  ones 
noted  in  w.  Washington  this 
winter;  the  population  of  this 
species  in  sw.  Washington  has 
plummeted  over  the  past  sev- 
eral years.  Only  2 Red-shoul- 
dered Hawks  were  noted  in  sw. 

Washington,  where  now  ex- 
pected. In  nw.  Washington, 
where  still  rare,  one  was  back  at  Kent,  King  27 
Dec  for  the  4th  straight  winter  (CW),  and  an- 
other visited  Seattle  5-6  Feb  (C.  Sidles).  Yet 
another  Swainson’s  Hawk  graced  the  winter 
season:  one  at  Baskett  Slough  N.WR.  13  Dec 
0.  Jabousek)  was  the  Region’s  11th  during 
winter  and  the  9th  such  record  since  2003. 
More  than  half  (10)  of  the  season’s  19  Gyrfal- 
cons  were  in  e.  Washington;  5 were  in  Ore- 
gon. Prairie  Falcons  have  been  annual  of  late 
in  w.  Washington;  this  season’s  bird  was  at 
Samish  Flats  1 Dec-9  Feb  (m.ob.).  A rare 
coastal  Prairie  wintered  in  the  Norway,  Coos 
bottomlands  for  the  2nd  consecutive  year  (SF, 
DI  et  al).  Less  than  annual  on  the  eastside  in 
winter,  a Sora  was  at  Malheur  9 Dec  (S. 
Shunk).  Sandhill  Cranes  are  very  rare  n.  of  sw. 
Washington  in  winter,  so  singles  at  Point 
Roberts,  Whatcom  7 Dec  (D.  Tyson)  and  Se- 
quim,  Clallam  14  Dec-9  Jan  (fide  B.  Boekel- 
hide)  were  noteworthy.  On  the  eastside,  a 
flock  of  45  Sandhill  Cranes  enlivened  Lower 
Crab  Cr.,  Grant  15  Dec  (RH),  with  2 remain- 
ing until  10  Jan  (1.  Lines);  until  fairly  recent- 


ly, sizeable  winter  flocks  were  unknown  from 
the  Columbia  Basin. 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH 
WOODPECKERS 

Apparently  present  for  several  days  before  be- 
ing seen  by  experienced  observers,  the  Black- 
necked Stilt  at  the  Yakima  R.  delta,  Benton  1- 
3 Dec  (NL,  B.  Derting)  was  truly  astounding; 
one  at  Klamath  Forest  N.W.R.,  Klamath  22 
Feb  2002  is  the  Region’s  only  other  winter 
record.  An  American  Avocet  at  North  Bend, 
Coos  9 Dec  (TR)  was  similarly  out  of  season, 
as  it  was  the  first  in  the  Region  during  winter 
since  2005.  Four  Lesser  Yellowlegs,  now  an- 
nual during  winter,  included  2 northerly  birds 
at  Big  Ditch,  Snohojnish  4 Dec  (MB),  one  at 
Coos  Bay  7 Jan  (TR),  and  another  at  Ridge- 
field 12-18  Jan  (BF).  Not  annual  in  during 
winter,  a presumed  tardy  southbound  Wan- 
dering Tattler  graced  Yachats,  Lincoln  20  Dec 
(A.  Skirvin).  A Marbled  Godwit,  rare  away 
from  the  outer  coast  in  winter,  visited  Se- 
quim,  Clallam  9 Feb  (RM).  A winter  tally  of 
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107  Least  Sandpipers  at  Crockett  L.,  Island  19 
Dec  was  exceptional  for  the  RT.  (SM,  RM).  A 
well-seen  Baird’s  Sandpiper  at  Astoria  20-30 
Dec  (tL.  Cain,  MR)  yielded  just  the  2nd  win- 
ter record  for  the  Region.  Also  record  late,  a 
Pectoral  Sandpiper  near  Burbank,  Walla  Wal- 
la 2 Dec  (M&MLD,  G.  Shoemaker)  provided 
a seasonal  first;  it  should  be  noted  that  there 
are  documented  winter  records  from  British 
Columbia.  A Rock  Sandpiper  believed  to  be  of 
the  nominate  subspecies  was  reported  from 
Barview,  Tillamook  19  Dec  (tHN);  the  only 
documented  occurrence  of  this  subspecies 
outside  of  Alaska  involved  a single  bird  that 
returned  to  O.S.  for  three  consecutive  winters 
(2001-2003).  Short-billed  Dowitchers,  very 
rare  during  winter  in  w.  Washington,  includ- 
ed one  at  Samish  Flats,  Skagit  6 Dec  (MB)  and 
2 at  Ridgefield  11  Jan  (BF).  A Red  Phalarope 
deposited  at  Portland’s  Westmoreland  Park  by 
a late  Nov  storm  remained  there  through  at 
least  6 Dec  (m.ob.).  There  were  no  major 
storm-related  wrecks  during  the  season,  but 
27  Reds  were  at  Floras  L.,  Ciary  21  Dec,  and 
dozens  were  onshore  at  Winchester  Bay,  Dou- 
glas that  day  (AH,  DH). 

Inshore  jaegers  of  any  species  are  rare  dur- 
ing winter,  thus  a Pomarine  Jaeger  at  Newport 
15  Dec  was  surprising  (’WH).  Oregon’s  12th 
Little  Gull,  the  first  in  that  state  since  2002, 
stopped  at  ER.R.  6 Dec  (tDI,  tSF,  AH,  DH).  In 
most  years,  only  a handful  of  Heermann’s 
Gulls  remain  in  the  Region  after  Nov,  so  it  was 
surprising  that  for  the  2nd  straight  year  hun- 
dreds remained  along  the  Oregon  coast  during 
Dec.  A gathering  of  200  inhabited  Siletz  Bay, 
Lincoln  1 Dec,  and  85  were  at  nearby  Boiler 
Bay  6 Dec  (PP);  35  were  still  at  Seaside,  Clat- 
sop 30  Dec  (DB).  In  Washington,  where  Heer- 
mann’s are  not  annual  during  winter,  one  at 
PN.R  1 Dec  (VN),  12  at  Bainbridge  L,  Kitsap  7 
Dec  (BW  et  al),  and  6 near  Westport,  Grays 
Harbor  1 Jan  (E.  Hunn,  GGe)  were  notewor- 
thy. The  birds  involved  in  this  incursion  were 
seemingly  gone  by  mid-Jan,  coincident  with 
the  dispersal  of  the  Brown  Pelican  hordes. 
California  Gull  numbers  normally  peak  along 
the  coast  in  Oct,  so  this  season’s  Dec-Jan 
buildup  along  cen.  Oregon  shores  was  quite 
unusual.  Tens  of  thousands  were  already  along 
Lincoln  beaches  at  the  start  of  the  period,  and 
from  1 Dec  through  11  Jan,  counts  at  Lincoln 
City  built  from  8000  to  25,000  (PP);  the  latter 
tally  is  surely  a seasonal  record  for  the  Region. 
This  winter’s  6 Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls,  a 
species  annual  of  late  in  the  Region,  were  all  e. 
of  the  Cascades  along  the  Columbia  R.  Ore- 
gon’s 3rd  and  4th,  which  were  found  at  John 
Day  Dam,  Sherman  in  Nov,  remained  through 
at  least  12  Dec  (m.ob.);  there  are  now  approx- 
imately 15  records  for  Washington.  The  Glau- 


cous Gull  flight  was  the  2nd  worst  this 
decade,  with  just  20  detected  8 Dec+;  the  Re- 
gion has  averaged  nearly  40  per  winter  since 
2002-2003,  when  just  10  were  reported.  A 
highly  unexpected  Caspian  Tern  was  along 
the  Columbia  R.  near  Kennewick,  Benton  31 
Dec  (C.  Louderback,  R.  Louderback);  there 
are  but  two  previous  Dec  records  for  the  Re- 
gion (Birds  of  Washington,  Wahl  et  al,  eds., 
2005).  Washington’s  19th  Thick-billed  Murre 
was  viewed  from  a boat  at  close  range  near 
Protection  L,  Clallam  14  Dec  (tCW,  tBL,  ph. 
J.  Kummet,  M.  Crim);  most  records  are  from 
early  Dec-mid-Feb.  An  unexpected  Tufted 
Puffin  was  at  Boiler  Bay  6 Dec  (PP);  this 
species  is  rare  inshore  Nov-Mar. 

All  but  one  of  12  Snowy  Owls  were  in 
Washington  22  Dec+;  this  represents  a typical 
total  in  a non-invasion  year.  A Great  Gray 
Owl  at  Gresham,  Multnomah  23  Dec  (S.  Bag- 
by)  was  in  the  westside  lowlands,  where  less 
than  annual.  The  only  westside  Burrowing 
Owl  was  on  the  outer  coast  at  Winchester  Bay, 
Douglas  24  Dec  (S.  & B.  Paige);  none  were  de- 
tected in  the  WV,  where  this  species  has  been 
annual  over  the  past  decade.  Though  now  res- 
ident e.  to  Klickitat,  Anna’s  Hummingbirds  re- 
main a novelty  farther  e.  in  Washington  and 
Oregon,  especially  during  winter.  A single 
Anna’s  near  Dixie,  Walla  Walla  16-20  Dec 
(M&MLD)  continues  the  recent  trend  of 
prospecting  birds  showing  up  farther  e.  and  n. 
in  the  Columbia  Basin;  like  most  winter 
strays,  this  bird  disappeared  with  the  onset  of 
extremely  cold  temperatures.  Conversely,  an- 
other Anna’s  survived  the  season  at  a La- 
Grande,  Union  feeder  (fide  DT). 

Holdovers  from  spectacular  fall  invasion 
produced  w.  Oregon’s  best  winter  showing  of 
Lewis’s  Woodpeckers  in  many  years.  Flocks  of 
6 at  ER.R.  19  Feb  (D.  Schrouder),  5 at  Carlton, 
Yamhill  1 Jan  (P.  Johnston),  and  3 at  Perrydale, 
Polk  11  Dec  (BT)  were  in  the  W.V,  where  at 
least  20  individuals  were  reported;  over  the 
past  decade,  w.  Oregon  has  averaged  2-3  per 
winter.  This  winter’s  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 
spent  the  season  at  E.E.W.  (R.  Armstrong, 
m.ob.);  this  species  is  now  virtually  annual  in 
the  Region  Nov-Mar.  Rare  w.  of  the  Cascades 
at  any  season,  a Red-naped  Sapsucker  re- 
mained from  fall  at  Seattle  through  26  Dec 
(m.ob.).  Not  nearly  as  rare,  a Red-breasted 
Sapsucker  x Red-naped  Sapsucker  hybrid  con- 
tinued at  Juanita  Park,  King  until  2 Jan  (RM). 
A single  Red-breasted  Sapsucker  at  Lyons  Fer- 
ry, Franklin  28  Dec.  (B.  Derting)  was  far  re- 
moved from  expected  haunts;  this  taxon  has 
become  increasingly  regular  away  from  the 
Cascades  in  e Washington  during  winter,  with 
several  sightings  in  the  past  five  years. 


PASSERINES 

An  Empidonax  flycatcher,  unidentified  as  to 
species,  inhabited  Puget  L,  Wahkiakum  29  Dec 
(fide  A.  Emlen);  this  just  the  2nd  winter  report 
of  this  genus  from  Washington.  Say’s  Phoebes 
are  rare  during  midwinter  in  e.  Washington; 
thus  one  at  Davenport,  Lincoln  16  Jan  (G.  Fal- 
co)  was  noteworthy.  All  but  one  of  5 Say’s 
Phoebes  wintering  on  the  westside  (1  Dec-30 
Jan)  were  along  the  s.  Oregon  coast,  where  an- 
nual; one  at  Creswell,  Lane  17  Jan  (SF,  DI)  was 
in  the  W.V,  where  Dec-Jan  birds  are  not  an- 
nual. Six  additional  westside  birds  19  Feb+ 
were  presumed  northbound,  as  their  appear- 
ances coincided  with  the  normal  arrival  of 
eastside  migrants.  A calling  Tropical  King- 
bird, present  at  Newport  late  Nov-5  Dec 
(m.ob.),  provided  the  12th  winter  season 
record  for  the  Region;  nearly  all  reports  of  this 
species  come  Oct-Nov.  Clark’s  Nutcrackers 
rarely  stray  into  the  lowlands  of  w.  Washing- 
ton from  their  montane  haunts,  so  one  at  Fer- 
ndale,  Whatcom  4 Dec  (C.  Klien),  one  at  Port 
Townsend,  Jefferson  7-13  Dec  (fide  CW),  and 
another  near  Carnation,  King  16  Dec  Q-  Mey- 
er) were  noteworthy.  A mini-irruption  of 
Black-billed  Magpies  in  Jan  produced  westside 
singles  at  Portland  2 Jan+  (A.  & C.  Hinkle), 
Alki  Pt.,  King  6-9  Jan  (P.  Webster),  Discovery 
Park,  King  9 Jan  (fide  P.  Rose),  and  Port  Gam- 
ble, Kitsap  30  Jan  (B.  Bell).  A flock  of  200 
Horned  Larks  along  Livermore  Rd.  near  Per- 
rydale, Polk  11  Dec  (BT)  was  an  exceptional 
tally  for  the  W.V,  where  most  birds  are  pre- 
sumed to  be  Streaked  Horned  Larks  (sub- 
species stiigata);  this  rare  and  endangered  tax- 
on is  thought  to  number  fewer  than  1500 
birds  (B.  Altman,  R.  P.  Moore,  pers.  comm.). 

As  often  happens  in  mild  winters,  individ- 
ual Tree  Swallows  were  reported  from  several 
sites  in  the  W.V.  Dec-Jan.  Ten  Trees  at  ER.R.  2 
Jan  (L.  McQueen)  may  have  wintered  locally, 
as  they  were  about  a month  ahead  of  the  first 
northbound  migrants.  A late  southbound 
Barn  Swallow  stopped  at  Vancouver  L.,  Clark 
4 Dec  OD)-  This  was  the  first  winter  season 
since  2002  unaccompanied  by  the  mysterious 
Jan-Feb  reappearance  of  flocks  of  Barn  Swal- 
lows; despite  the  extremely  mild  conditions,  a 
lone  Barn  Swallow  off  of  Alki  Pt.,  King  12  Jan 
(G.  Smith)  was  the  only  report  after  Dec.  A 
Rock  Wren,  the  westside’s  first  winter  record 
in  three  years,  visited  Pt.  Roberts,  Whatcom  5 
Dec  (K.  Klimko).  Reports  of  single  Bewick’s 
Wrens  at  Mill  Creek,  Lincoln  15  Jan  (R.  Dex- 
ter), Central  Ferry  Canyon,  Douglas  19  Feb 
(MB,  J.  Tubbs),  and  Chewelah,  Stevens  20  Feb 
(T.  Durnell)  provides  further  evidence  of  their 
ongoing  northeasterly  range  expansion.  Sin- 
gle Mountain  Bluebirds  at  Canyonville,  Dou- 
glas 28  Jan  (R.  Maertz)  and  near  Tenino, 
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Thurston  1 Feb  (PH)  were  both  out  of  season 
and  out  of  place;  most  westside  reports  in- 
volve stray  northbound  migrants  that  appear 
late  Feb-Apr.  A Townsend’s  Solitaire  at  Hills- 
boro, Washington  28  Jan  (GG),  was  in  the 
W.V,  where  not  quite  annual  during  winter. 
This  season’s  2 Northern  Mockingbirds,  both 
in  Oregon,  constituted  the  poorest  showing 
since  2004-2005.  Though  now  nearly  annual 
in  Dec-Feb  w.  of  the  Cascades  (eight  records 
since  1998),  a Yellow  "Warbler  at  Maryhill 
S.P.,  Klickitat  5 Dec  (S.  Downes)  furnished  the 
first  ever  winter  record  for  the  eastside.  This 
winter  was  the  first  since  2005-2006  with  no 
reports  of  inland  Palm  Warblers,  and  just  2 
were  noted  along  the  outer  coast,  whereas  6- 
8 is  the  seasonal  norm  at  the  coast.  A Com- 
mon Yellowthroat,  not  quite  annual  in  w. 
Washington  after  Dec,  inhabited  Centralia, 
Cowlitz  2 Jan  (PH). 

Single  Western  Tanagers  at  Corvallis,  Ben- 
ton 17  Dec  (H.  Bruner),  Sammamish,  King  19 
Dec  (fide  H.  Jennings),  and  Portland  3 Feb 
(GGr)  marked  the  13th  consecutive  winter  in 
which  this  species  has  graced  the  Region;  tan- 
agers were  formerly  mega-rare  Dec-Mar.  Ten 
American  Tree  Sparrows  w.  of  the  Cascades 
approximates  a typical  winter;  both  states 
were  near  their  westside  seasonal  averages, 
with  7 in  Washington  and  3 in  Oregon.  Al- 
though nearly  annual  in  Oregon  during  win- 
ter, a Chipping  Sparrow  at  Ridgefield  12 
Jan-12  Feb  (ph.  T.  Hicks)  made  only  the  10th 
winter  record  for  Washington.  All  3 Clay-col- 
ored Sparrows  were  in  Oregon,  with  singles  at 
Portland  6 Dec  (GGr),  Astoria  20  Dec-i-  (MP), 
and  E.E.W.  17  Jan+  (RN).  Single  Lark  Spar- 
rows at  Newport  5 Dec  (AS)  and  Miller  Island 
S.W.A.,  Klamath  27  Jan  Q-  Van  Moorhem) 
were  noteworthy,  as  this  species  is  not  detect- 
ed annually  in  the  Region  during  winter. 
Western  Washington’s  9th  Sage  Sparrow  vis- 
ited Shillapoo  Bottoms,  Clark  8-14  Feb  (ph.  S. 
Carpenter);  both  prior  w.  Washington  winter 
records  were  also  in  Feb,  when  northbound 
migrants  are  arriving  on  the  eastside.  Increas- 


ing observer  awareness  likely  explains  the  re- 
cent uptick  in  records  of  Red  Fox  Sparrow; 
this  season’s  5 included  one  at  Coos  Bay  9 Dec 
(tTR),  one  at  Eugene  12  Dec  (ph.  M.  Maffei), 
2 at  Yakima  16  Dec  (ph.  DG),  and  one  at 
Foothills  Trail,  Pierce  (TCW);  iliaca/zaboria 
types  are  now  annual  in  the  Region  during 
winter.  Twelve  westside  Swamp  Sparrows,  5 
in  Oregon  and  7 in  Washington,  was  par  for 
the  season.  Four  Harris’s  Sparrows  made  the 
worst  showing  this  decade  and  was  less  than 
25%  of  the  seasonal  norm  for  the  Region, 
which  has  averaged  17  per  winter  since  2000; 
none  were  reported  from  e.  Washington  for 
the  first  time  in  recent  memory. 

Three  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  21  Dec-2 
Mar  were  all  in  Oregon,  where  there  are  now 
about  15  winter  records.  A lingering  Black- 
headed Grosbeak  at  Vashon  I.,  King  through 
15  Dec  yielded  only  the  4th  winter  record  for 
Washington  and  about  the  15th  for  the  Region 
(fide  E.  Swan).  A Dickcissel  at  Nehalem, 
Tillamook  20  Feb+  (T.  Shelmerdine,  ph.  D. 
Smith)  furnished  just  the  5th  winter  report 
from  the  Region;  Oregon  now  has  14  records. 
Although  not  annual  in  w.  Washington  in  win- 
ter, an  impressive  6 Yellow-headed  Blackbirds 
were  noted.  Five  Rusty  Blackbirds  2 Dec-6  Feb 
were  all  in  Washington,  where  rare  but  annu- 
al. Two  Hooded  Orioles  that  spent  the  season 
in  Oregon  were  the  just  the  2nd  and  3rd  win- 
ter reports  since  1993;  one  at  Gaston  26  Dec+ 
(E.  McVicker  et  al.)  was  a first  for  Washington, 
and  another  inhabited  Port  Orford,  Curry 
throughout  the  season  (ph.  L.  Miller).  A sea- 
sonal record,  4 Bullock’s  Orioles  were  reported 
1 Dec-5  Jan;  all  were  in  w.  Oregon,  where  this 
species  is  now  annual  during  winter. 

There  was  no  repeat  of  last  winter’s  Pine 
Grosbeak  irruption  into  the  lowlands  of  w. 
Washington,  as  the  only  reports  came  from 
expected  montane  habitats;  these  included  25 
near  Greenwater,  Pierce  4 Dec  (CW)  and  11  at 
Hurricane  Ridge,  Clallam  3 Jan  (S.  Gremel). 
Similarly,  the  only  White-winged  Crossbill  re- 
ported from  the  westside  was  a singleton  at 


Greenwater  4 Dec  (CW).  Common  Redpolls 
staged  a somewhat  localized  irruption  into 
ne.  Washington  but  were  mostly  unreported 
farther  south  and  west.  Collectively,  thou- 
sands were  in  Okanagon  10  Dec-28  Feb,  in- 
cluding 600  at  Chesaw  17  Feb  (TA,  RM).  Sur- 
prisingly, only  2 redpolls  were  noted  from  the 
westside;  singles  visited  Hagg  L.,  Washington 
26  Dec  (S.  Murray)  and  Mowich  L.,  Pierce  3 
Dec  (CW).  A Hoary  Redpoll  was  discovered 
among  a swarm  of  Commons  at  Chesaw  27 
Feb  (tBL,  M.  Roening);  if  accepted,  this 
would  represent  the  14th  Washington  record. 
Lesser  Goldfinches  continue  to  expand  their 
range  into  se.  Washington  and  ne.  Oregon;  15 
were  noted  from  Asotin  and  Whitman  18 
Dec-27  Feb,  while  another  at  Ladd  Marsh 
W.MA.,  Union  3 Jan  (DT)  was  a first  for  the 
local  Christmas  count. 

Initialed  observers  (area  compilers  in  bold- 
face); Tom  Aversa,  Range  Bayer  (Lincoln), 
David  Bailey,  Gary  Bletsch,  Marv  Breece,  Wil- 
son Cady,  Craig  Corder  (Spokane),  Mike  & 
MerryLynn  Denny,  Shawneen  Finnegan,  Bob 
Flores,  George  Gerdts  (GGe)  Greg  Gillson 
(Washington),  Denny  Grandstrand  (Yakima), 
Garrett  Gregor,  Anne  Heyerly  Dan  Heyerly 
Paul  Hicks,  Randy  Hill,  Wayne  Hoffman,  Stu- 
art Johnston  (Hood  River,  Klickitat),  Brue 
Labar,  Nancy  LaFramboise,  Ryan  Merrill, 
Steven  Mlodinow,  Russ  Namitz,  Vic  Nelson, 
Mike  Patterson  (Clatsop),  Phil  Pickering, 
Tim  Rodenkirk  (Coos,  Curry),  Andy  Step- 
niewski.  Bill  Tice,  Dave  Trochlell  (Union, 
Wallowa),  Charlie  Wright  (eBird). 
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A steady  series  of  storms  in  January  gave 
hope  of  relief  from  our  extended 
drought.  However,  a relatively  dry  Feb- 
ruary followed,  which  left  most  of  the  Region 
near  normal  for  seasonal  rainfall.  Probably  only 
the  Red  Phalarope  that  showed  up  in  inland 
Mendocino  County  and  the  Cook's  Petrels  seen 
from  shore  can  be  linked  directly  to  those  Jan- 
uary storms.  Overall,  it  was  a winter  more  no- 
table for  numbers  than  for  rarities.  Thirty-eight 
Eurasian  "Wigeons  in  the  south  San  Francisco 
Bay  was  a number  impressive  even  to  those  fa- 
miliar with  the  concentrations  seen  in  the  Cen- 
tral 'Valley.  More  than  27,000  American  Robins 
near  Ukiah  allowed  that  Christmas  Bird  Count 
circle  to  top  all  others.  On  the  downside, 
Rough-legged  Hawk  numbers  in  all  but  the 
northeastern  corner  of  the  state  were  as  low  as 
they  have  been  at  any  time  in  recent  decades, 
perhaps  reflective  of  the  range-wide  shift  in  the 
winter  distribution  of  this  species. 

Abbreviations:  C.B.R.C.  (California  B.R.C.); 
C.C.F.S.  (Coyote  Creek  Field  Station,  Santa 
Clara)’  C.R.P.  (Cosumnes  River  Preserve,  Sacra- 
mento)’, C.V  (Central  Valley);  FI.  (Southeast 
Farallon  I.,  San  Francisco);  H.R.S.  (Hayward 
R.S.,  Alameda);  PRBO  (PRBO  Conservation  Sci- 
ence); S.F.  (San  Francisco,  not  State  Forest).  Re- 
ports of  exceptional  vagrants  submitted  without 
documentation  are  not  published.  Documenta- 
tion of  C.B.R.C.  review  species  will  be  forward- 
ed to  Guy  McCaskie,  Secretary,  PO.  Box  275, 
Imperial  Beach,  California  91933. 

WATERFOWL 

Coastal  reports  of  migrating  geese  continue  to 
increase,  but  the  coastward  push  on  19  Dec 


was  particularly  noteworthy.  Greater  'White- 
fronted  Geese  were  found  in  the  largest  num- 
bers, with  1280  flying  n.  and  e.  between  Napa 
and  American  Canyon,  Napa  (MBe),  300  over 
H.R.S.  (RJR),  100-h  over  Alviso,  Santa  Clara 
(Michael  Strom),  125  over  Capitola  and  San- 
ta Cruz,  Santa  Cruz  (DLSu,  PDB  et  al),  and 
193  over  the  Carmel  R.  mouth,  Monterey  (ph. 
DR,  RC).  Other  goose  flocks  seen  the  same 
day  included  the  largest  Snow  Goose  flock 
noted  in  San  Mateo  in  modern  times,  about 
100  birds  heading  n.  over  Redwood  Shores 
(George  Chrisman),  the  highest  count  of 
Cackling  Geese  in  San  Mateo  ever,  369  flying 
n.  off  Moss  Beach  (RSTh,  Leonie  Batkin),  and 
a record  count  of  Canada  Geese  for  Santa 
Cmz,  450  heading  se.  over  Capitola  (DLSu). 
Blue-morph  Ross’s  Geese  were  reported  from 
Sacramento  N.W.R.,  Glenn  16  Jan  (DES,  Sally 
Walters)  and  Merced  N.W.R.,  Merced  20  Feb 
(Lisa  Myers  et  al).  Brant  inside  s.  S.E  Bay  in- 
cluded one  at  Oyster  Pt.,  San  Mateo  9 Jan 
(Ken  Schneider),  4 at  H.R.S.  27  Jan  (RJR), 
and  5 at  Burlingame,  San  Mateo  1 Feb  (RSTh). 
A “gray-bellied”  Brant  at  King  Salmon,  Hu?n- 
boldt  23  Dec  may  have  been  the  same  bird 
seen  there  17  Mar  and  4 Apr  2009  (all  MWa). 
At  least  2 of  the  Santa  Clara 
Dusky  Canada  Geese  (B.  c.  oc- 
cidentalis)  found  in  Oct  con- 
tinued in  Morgan  Hill  through 
the  period  (SCR  et  al).  Trum- 
peter Swans  continued  at 
Modoc  N.W.R.,  Modoc,  with  5 
found  1 Dec  (]Lx)  and  2 there 
23  Jan  (ph.  SCR).  A calling 
Trumpeter  with  80  Tundra 
Swans  over  Shingletown  11 
Feb  (Pablo  Herrera)  provided 
the  4th  record  for  Shasta.  A 
pair  of  ad.  Trumpeters  with  a 
young  bird  were  w.  of  Loma 
Rica,  Yuba  23  Jan  (tBDW). 

Two  tame  ads.  being  hand-fed 
at  Auburn  R.P.,  Placer  17  Feb-r 
(ph.  Roger  Perkins,  m.ob.), 
plus  verified  reports  of  a local 
waterfowl  breeder  having  kept 
Trumpeters  in  the  past,  cast 
further  doubt  on  the  prove- 
nance of  the  imm.  reported  at 
that  location  6-9  Apr  2009. 

An  ad.  and  imm.  Bewick’s  Tundra  Swan  were 
n.  of  Lookout,  Modoc  24  Jan  (SCR),  and  an 
ad.  was  along  Brewer  Rd.,  Placer  IC-Tl  Dec 
(ph.  BWb). 

San  Mateo's  Northern  Shoveler  x Gadwall 
hybrid  continued  at  Belmont  Slough  through 
2 Mar  (m.ob.).  A notable  38  Eurasian 
Wigeons  in  Alviso  20  Dec  (SCR,  MMR)  was  a 
record  count  for  Santa  Clara,  rivaling  all  but 


the  Region’s  best  historical  totals  from  our  C.'V 
refuges.  Others  at  notable  inland  locations  in- 
cluded one  in  Grass  Valley,  Nevada  13  Feb 
(RCD,  Brian  O’Connor  et  al);  single  males 
near  Lincoln,  Placer  24  Dec  (Chad  Aakre)  and 
9 Jan  (Ron  Pozzi);  2 at  Goffinet  Res.,  Amador 
5 Dec,  with  another  nearby  9-10  Feb  (all  Don 
Marsh);  a male  along  the  San  Joaquin  R., 
Madera  26-30  Jan  (ph.  GaW,  Chris  Hiatt,  JSy, 

EP);  one  w.  of  Corcoran,  Kings  26  Dec  (Mark 
Stacy);  and  single  males  in  Tulare  at  L.  Success 
9 Dec  and  Pixley  N.W.R.  25  Feb  (both  SDS). 

The  highest  count  of  Blue-winged  Teal  was  44 
near  Gustine,  Merced  24Jan  (PJM,  DMo,  FrT), 
with  30  still  there  8 Feb  (PJM,  DMo);  19  at  the 
Fairfield  W.T.P,  Solano  14  Dec  (DeH,  DvH) 
were  also  notable.  A teal  at  Lodi  Lake  Park, 

San  Joaquin  20  Dec  (tDGY)  was  thought  to  be 
a Blue-winged  Teal  x Green-winged  Teal  hy- 
brid, a very  rarely  reported  combination.  A | 
more  expected  Northern  Shoveler  x Cinna-  !' 
mon  Teal  hybrid  was  at  the  Napa  W.T.P.,  Napa  j 

26  Dec-23  Jan  (MBe).  At  least  12  Eurasian  ji 

Teal  in  nine  counties  included  singles  well  in-  i| 
land  at  Shasta  Valley  W.A.,  Siskiyou  15  Jan-r  1 
(RE)  and  near  Gustine,  Merced  24  Jan  (PJM,  ! 
DMo,  FrT). 


Redhead  numbers  appear  to  be  on  the  in- 
crease in  Humboldt,  with  453  reported  on  s. 
Humboldt  Bay  3 Jan  (RbF,  KGR,  Rachel 
Smith).  Nine  Tufted  Ducks  were  noted  from 
eight  counties:  at  Big  Lagoon,  Humboldt  30 
Dec-1  Jan  (female;  Jeff  Allen  et  al);  at  L. 
Mendocino,  Mendocino  10-11  Dec  (male; 
CEV  et  al);  at  Abbotts  Lagoon,  Marin  19-23 
Dec  (male;  D'Wm,  SNGH);  in  Napa  at  the 


Observers  chasing  Merced  County,  California's  first  Black  Scoter,  found  in  Novem- 
ber 2009  at  the  O'Neill  Forebay,  turned  up  a string  of  unusual  sea  ducks  through 
the  rest  of  that  month  and  into  December.  This  adult  male  White-winged  Scoter 
was  the  second  of  that  species  found  there  during  this  period,  photographed  here 
6 December  2009,  the  day  after  its  discovery.  Photograph  byMichaelJ.  Mammoser. 
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Napa  WT.P.  27  Dec-11  Jan  (MBe,  DvH,  DeH) 
and  the  St.  Helena  W.T.E  26  Feb  (Donald 
Weidemann);  at  the  Davis  Wetlands  16  Jan 
(ad.  male,  4th  Yolo  record;  TEa,  KvG);  at 
Sherman  I.,  Sacramento  16-17  Feb  (male;  Bob 
Brandriff,  JSL,  JCS,  MGg);  at  Clifton  Court 
Forebay,  Contra  Costa  3 Jan-7  Feb  (ph.  Amy 
McDonald,  m.ob.);  and  the  continuing  bird  at 
L.  Merritt,  Alameda  through  27  Feb  (ph. 
m.ob.).  A Harlequin  Duck  on  the  Eel  R.  near 
Dos  Rios  14  Jan  (male;  Cate  Hawthorne,  Jeff 
Laxier)  was  the  first  ever  found  inland  in 
Mendocino.  A single  Surf  Scoter  was  far  inland 
on  L.  Almanor  at  Prattville,  Plumas  16  Dec 
(ADeM).  The  imm.  White-winged  Scoter 
found  last  season  at  O’Neill  Forebay  Merced 
remained  through  14  Dec  (m.ob.),  being 
joined  by  an  ad.  male  5 Dec-2  Jan  (EP,  KW, 
ph.  MJM  et  al).  Twelve  Long-tailed  Ducks  in 
eight  counties  included  Trinity’s  6th  at  Lewis- 
ton L.  16  Jan  (TKz)  and  the  continuing  bird 
at  O’Neill  Forebay  Merced  through  2 Jan 
(m.ob.).  The  male  Bufflehead  x Common 
Goldeneye  hybrid  returned  to  L.  Solano, 
Solano/Yolo  20  Dec-20  Feb  (ph.  WEH,  CCo  et 
al).  A Barrow’s  Goldeneye  along  West  Butte 
Rd.  1 Jan  (female;  JLa)  was  the  4th  for  Sutter. 
The  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  x Hooded  Merganser 
hybrid  continued  at  L.  Merritt,  Alameda  to  14 
Feb  (m.ob.,  ph.).  Red-breasted  Mergansers  far 
inland  included  up  to  5 at  Kutras  L.,  Shasta  4 
Dec-1  Feb  (RBr,  Ken  Bachman,  Mike 
Damoth),  3 at  L.  Almanor,  Plumas  16  Dec  and 
31  Jan  (ADeM,  CPD),  and  one  at  L.  Shastina, 
Siskiyou  16  Feb+  (RE). 

LOONS  THROUGH  CORMORANTS 

A Red-throated  Loon  on  Folsom  L.  3 Jan-14 
Feb  (TS,  CCo,  m.ob.)  provided  a first  El  Dora- 
do record  and  also  crossed  into  Sacramento  wa- 
ters. The  only  inland  Pacific  Loons  reported 
were  singles  on  L.  Shastina,  Siskiyou  3 Dec 
(RE)  and  L.  Almanor,  Plumas  31  Jan  (CPD).  A 
Red-necked  Grebe  just  n.  of  Corcoran  on  3 
Dec  (BBg,  Jim  White)  provided  a rare  Kings 
record;  2 were  on  S.F  Bay,  and  the  high  coastal 
count  was  11  on  s.  Humboldt  Bay,  Humboldt  17 
Feb  (Phil  Chaon).  A Horned  Grebe  on  Grant 
L.,  Mono  8 Dec  QuH)  was  unusually  far  inland. 
Despite  their  strong  showing  last  summer  and 
fall,  the  presence  of  Cook’s  Petrels  well  into 
winter  was  still  surprising.  Even  more  unex- 
pected, they  were  seen  from  shore.  Singles 
were  seen  several  hours  apart  by  seawatchers 
at  Pt.  Pinos,  Monterey  18  Jan  (BLS;  DR),  head- 
ing w.  out  of  Monterey  Bay  during  strong 
south-southwesterly  winds;  one  was  at  that  lo- 
cation the  next  day  (BLS).  Two  Manx  Shear- 
waters off  the  Monterey  Pen.,  Monterey  28  Dec 
(RgW,  RT)  were  the  only  ones  reported.  Black- 
vented  Shearwaters  were  present  in  relatively 
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Winter  records  of  White-faced  Ibis  are  on  the  increase  along  the  central  Cali- 
fornia coast.  Following  last  winter's  record  strong  showing  in  Santa  Cruz 
County,  Santa  Clara  County  logged  its  first  winter  records  ever  this  season, 
with  at  least  four  remaining  through  late  January  201 0 and  at  least  three 
through  the  reporting  period.  All  appeared  to  be  first-winter  birds,  wander- 
ing along  south  San  Francisco  Bay  from  Palo  Alto  (where  this  bird  was  pho- 
tographed 6 March  2010)  to  Sunnyvale.  Photograph  by  William  6.  Bousman. 


low  numbers;  340  along  the  coast- 
line from  Sunset  S.B.  to  Seacliff 
S.B.,  Santa  Cruz  30  Dec  (DLSu) 
was  the  only  triple-digit  count  re- 
ported. Although  Brown  Pelicans 
are  becoming  increasingly  regular 
inland,  an  ad.  at  Searsville  L.  31 
Dec  (Leonie  Batkin,  RSTh)  pro- 
vided one  of  few  inland  records  for 
San  Mateo.  An  American  White 
Pelican  braved  low  temperatures 
and  mostly  frozen  water  at  Shasta 
Valley  W.A.,  Siskiyou  through  28 
Dec  (RE).  Single  Pelagic  Cor- 
morants in  Mountain  View  17  Dec 
(FV,  RWR)  and  Alviso  20  Dec-16 
Jan  (SCR,  MMR  et  al.)  continued 
the  recent  spate  of  records  in  bay- 
side  areas  of  Santa  Clara,  but  one 
at  Stevens  Creek  Res.,  Santa  Clara 
2-8  Jan  (PLD,  ph.  MJM  et  al.)  was 
unusually  far  inland. 

GROUSE  THROUGH  RAILS 

Three  Sooty  Grouse  at  Boggs  Mt. 

State  Forest  27  Dec  (Duane  Harp- 
er) were  the  first  found  in  Lake 
away  from  the  n.  mts.  in  at  least 
30  years.  Coastal  Cattle  Egrets  in- 
cluded one  near  Ft.  Dick,  Del 
Norte  5-13  Feb  (LuB,  Diane  Ca- 
vaness),  one  at  Boonville,  Mendocino  19  Dec 
(Rich  Trissel),  up  to  3 at  the  Garcia  R.  flats  n. 
of  Pt.  Arena,  Mendocino  27  Dec-28  Jan  (REH, 
Rich  Trissel,  m.ob.),  and  one  at  Foster  City, 
San  Mateo  28  Dec-17  Jan  (DvA,  AME  et  al). 
Up  to  4 White-faced  Ibis  spent  the  season  in 
bayside  Santa  Clara,  from  Palo  Alto  to  Sunny- 
vale (ph.  m.ob.).  Ibis  also  lingered  in  the  Wat- 
sonville Slough  system  in  Santa  Cruz,  with  5 
on  4 Dec  QHW)  dwindling  to  one  or  2 birds  8 
Dec-9  Jan  (fide  DLSu,  SGe).  The  European 
White  Stork  found  last  season  was  seen  again 
16  Feb  (ph.  Larry  Petrie,  Jtde  JM),  this  time 
near  Willows,  Glenn.  The  Sonoma  Common 
Black-Hawk  was  seen  again  near  Sebastopol 
20  Dec  (ph.  Stan  Moore).  Notable  Swainson’s 
Hawks  included  a late  bird  at  Lemoore,  Kings 
13  Dec  (Mark  Stacy),  San  Mateo’s  3rd  winter 
record  at  Pescadero  31  Dec  Qanet  Murphy,  Jide 
ADeM),  the  first  Jan  record  for  Santa  Clara,  in 
Coyote  Valley  13  Jan  (juv.;  ph.  Ryan  Phillips), 
and  Napa's  first  winter  record,  at  Huichica 
Creek  WA.  24  Jan  (juv.;  RAR).  Ten  Harlan’s 
Hawks  in  six  counties  included  3 each  in  Yolo 
and  San  Joaquin,  returning  birds  in  Humboldt 
and  Santa  Clara,  and  singles  in  Sacramento 
and  Solano;  the  only  light-morph  birds  were 
nw.  of  Davis,  Yolo  2 Jan-3  Mar  (ph.  BLS  et  al.) 
and  at  Venice  1.,  San  Joaquin  20  Dec  (tDGY). 
Rough-legged  Hawk  numbers  were  low,  with 


C.B.C.  totals  for  the  state  among  the  lowest 
seen  for  the  past  30  years  (fide  EP);  reports 
from  the  s.  part  of  the  Region  included  singles 
in  Madera  sw.  of  Chowchilla  26  Dec  (GaW) 
and  e.  of  Madera  13  Feb  (GaW,  JSy),  and  the 
2nd  ever  for  the  Big  Sur  coast,  Monterey,  be- 
tween Hurricane  Pt.  and  Castle  Rock  21 
Dec-20  Feb  (ph.  Mike  Tyner,  ph.  BLS,  DR  et 
al).  The  Del  Norte  Crested  Caracara  was  re- 
ported again  near  Ft.  Dick  29  Jan  (Dave 
Wadsworth).  As  last  year,  calling  Black  Rails 
were  located  at  Coyote  Hills  R.P.,  Alameda  25 
Feb-6  Mar  (Ken  Schneider  et  al),  with  one  or 
2 heard  regularly  until  6 Mar,  when  5 were 
heard. 

SHOREBIRDS 

Inland  Pacific  Golden-Plovers  included  one  at 
the  Gustine  WT.P,  Merced  8 Feb  (PJM,  DMo) 
and  2 near  Lemoore,  Kings  20  Feb  (ph.  JLt). 
Mountain  Plovers  reached  the  coast  in  Hum- 
boldt at  Clam  Beach  6-10  Dec  (GSL,  LPL, 
DCo,  TKz)  and  at  the  s.  jetty  of  Humboldt  Bay 
5 Jan  (DCo,  Leslie  Tucci,  Jesse  Sargent);  an- 
other slightly  inland  at  H.R.S.  1 Feb  (RJR) 
was  only  the  2nd  for  that  location.  Up  to  100+ 
in  Panoche  Valley,  San  Benito  22  Nov+  (Chris 
Wolfe,  m.ob.)  were  more  dependably  found 
than  in  recent  years,  and  21  along  Sandy 
Mush  Rd.  3 km  w.  of  Hwy.  99  12  Dec  (JSy, 
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A small  number  of  mostly  dark-morph  Swainson's  Hawks  winters  in 
the  Sacramento  River  delta  region,  but  winter  records  away  from 
there  are  still  exceptional  in  Northern  California.  Thus  completely 
unexpected  was  this  light-morph  juvenile  in  Coyote  Valley  1 3 Janu- 
ary 2010,  the  first  ever  found  in  Santa  Clara  County  in  that  month. 
Photograph  by  Ryan  Phillips. 

GaW  et  al.)  were  the  first  in  Merced  in  many 
years.  Eleven  Lesser  Yellowlegs  in  Alviso,  San- 
ta Clara  16  Jan  (MMR,  RGJ,  MJM)  formed  a 
notable  concentration  for  winter.  A total  of 
105  Marbled  Godwits  near  Gustine,  Merced 
24  Jan  (PJM,  DMo,  FrT)  was  a high  inland 
count.  Santa  Cniz’s  Rock  Sandpiper  contin- 
ued through  the  season  (m.ob.).  The  only 
Stilt  Sandpiper  reported  was  Tulare's  first  in 
winter,  at  Alpaugh  1 Jan  (JLt,  TKz,  SAL). 

Ruffs  were  scarce  this  winter,  with  only  two 
one-day  reports  received,  a male  near  Ft. 

Dick,  Del  Norte  17  Jan  (LuB)  and  a female  in 
Berkeley,  Alameda  20  Feb  (ph.  Zach  Baer). 

Both  Wilsons  Phalaropes  were  in  Kings,  near 
Stratford  17  Dec  QSy)  and  near  Lemoore  20- 
21  Feb  QLt).  Few  Red  Phalaropes  were  re- 
ported, the  exception  being  a count  of  800  off 
Santa  Cruz,  Santa  Cruz  27  Dec  (SGe);  the 
only  inland  report  was  of  one  in  Potter  Valley, 
Mendocino  19  Jan  (MtB). 

GULLS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

After  several  winters  of  high  gull  numbers, 
particularly  numbers  of  rare  and  “coastal” 
species  inland,  numbers  of  most  species  were 
decidedly  low  virtually  everywhere  but  along 
the  Sonoma/Mcndocino  coast.  Heermann’s 
Gulls  were  reported  to  be  in  lower-than-aver- 
age  numbers  around  Monterey  Bay  (DLSu), 
but  numbers  were  slightly  higher  than  normal 
along  the  coast  from  San  Mateo  to  Humboldt. 
Inland  Mew  Gulls  included  singles  at  L.  Ca- 


manche,  Amador  3 Dec  (Dave  Bell),  the 
Los  Banos  W.T.P.,  Merced  4 Jan  (KW), 
and  the  Gustine  W.T.P.,  Merced  8 Feb 
(PJM,  DMo).  A Western  Gull  at  the 
American  Ave.  Landfill  11  Dec  (GaW) 
provided  Fresno  with  its  2nd  record.  No- 
table inland  Glaucous-winged  Gulls  in- 
cluded singles  at  the  Fairmead  Landfill 
11  Dec  (LyH,  Chris  Hiatt),  providing  a 
2nd  Madera  record,  and  s.  of  Stratford, 
Kings  10  Jan  OSy).  A first-cycle  bird 
showing  the  characters  of  vegae  Herring 
Gull  was  at  Pillar  Pt.  Harbor,  San  Mateo  7 
Feb  (ph.  AJ).  Opinions  regarding  the 
identity  of  a virtually  all-white,  second- 
cycle  gull  at  Van  Damme  S.P.,  Mendocino 
2 Jan  (ph.  TEa)  varied  between  possible 
nominate  Iceland,  barrovianus  Glaucous, 
or  an  amelanistic  individual  of  another 
species.  A third-cycle  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull  at  the  Yolo  County  Landfill, 
Yolo  16  Jan  (TEa)  was  the  only  one  re- 
ported. Among  23  Glaucous  Gulls,  no- 
table inland  birds  included  one  e.  of 
Marysville,  Yuba  1 Dec  QH);  one  at  Clear- 
lake.  Lake  11-19  Dec  (FHa  et  al.);  Napa's 
4th  at  the  Napa  W.T.P.  19  Dec  (MBe), 
with  possibly  the  same  individual  at  Fa- 
gan Slough  7 Feb  (LKe);  and  2 ads.  at  the  Yolo 
County  Landfill,  Yolo  13  Feb  (KvG). 

At  least  2 Caspian  Terns  wintered  in  Hum- 
boldt Bay,  Humboldt  (m.ob.);  one  at  H.R.S.  8 
Feb  (RJR)  provided  the  observer’s  first  Feb 
record  for  that  location.  The  high  count  of 
Black  Skimmers  in  the  s.  S.F  Bay  flock  was  10 
at  Charleston  Slough,  Santa  Clara  24  Feb  Oohn 
DeBell).  Ancient  Murrelets  were  reported  in 
low  numbers  except  in  Santa  Cruz,  where 
abundance  was  above  average,  with  a high  of 
37  in  Santa  Cruz  5 Jan  (OsJ,  Lauren  Harter). 

DOVES  THROUGH  THRUSHES 

Groups  of  Band-tailed  Pigeons  totaling  449  at 
San  Felipe  Valley  26  Dec  (MMR)  and  440  at 
Monte  Bello  Open  Space  Preserve  7 Jan  (GrH) 
established  high  winter  counts  for  Santa 
Clara.  The  Eurasian  Collared-Dove  invasion 
continues  to  build  steam.  Emblematic  were 
reports  of  187  on  the  Red  Bluff  C.B.C., 
Tehama  20  Dec  (fide  Karen  Scheuermann), 
where  none  had  been  recorded  previously 
(this  count  was  not  run  in  the  three  prior 
years);  100  on  the  Ukiah  C.B.C.,  Mendocino 
19  Dec  (fide  Cheryl  Watson),  where  only  a 
single  bird  was  documented  last  year;  the  first 
overwintering  birds  in  Plumas  at  Quincy  3 
Jan-28  Feb  (CPD);  and  a pair  copulating  and 
carrying  nesting  material  at  Seacliff,  Santa 
Cruz  26  Dec  (DLSu).  Providing  our  first  win- 
ter records  of  White-winged  Dove  since  2005 
were  singles  at  Phipps  Ranch,  San  Mateo  1 Jan 


(Leonie  Batkin,  RSTh)  and  L.  Merced,  S.F  18 
Jan  (ph.  Ken  Schneider).  Noteworthy  Long- 
eared Owls  included  singles  at  Redding 
Cemetery  25-29  Dec  (Brooke  McDonald; 
Shasta’s  3rd);  Carmichael,  Sacramento  5 Jan 
(George  Landry);  Rancho  Del  Oso  S.P.,  Santa 
Cruz  8 Jan  (DLSu);  and  Yolo  Grasslands  Park, 
Yolo  16  Jan  (Zack  Smith  et  al.).  A total  of  102 
Northern  Saw-whet  Owls  detected  over  three 
nights  of  surveys  at  Big  Basin  Redwoods  S.P., 
Santa  Cniz  during  the  period  of  23-28  Jan 
(DLSu)  illustrates  the  high  numbers  present 
in  the  Santa  Cruz  Mts. 

A Vaux’s  Swift  over  H.R.S.  11  Feb  (RJR,  Bob 
Dunn)  was  the  only  one  reported  this  season. 
Two  White-throated  Swifts  over  Dos  Rios  9 
Feb  (LLk)  established  the  first  winter  record 
for  Mendocino.  Likewise,  a Costa’s  Humming- 
bird at  L.  Success  19  Dec-4  Jan  (TKz,  m.ob.) 
was  thought  to  represent  a first  winter  record 
for  Tulare.  Notable  Williamson’s  Sapsuckers 
were  Mendocino’s  2nd  at  Ft.  Bragg  5 Dec  (DAJ, 
Tim  Bray,  m.ob.);  Lake's  4th  and  5th  at  Lower 
Lake  17  & 19  Dec  (Darlene  Hecomovich, 
Jeanette  Knight)  and  18  Dec-17  Jan  (KPa, 
m.ob.),  respectively;  and  one  of  few  for  San 
Benito  at  Pinnacles  N.M.  2 Jan  (RJA).  Single 
Red-breasted  Sapsuckers  thought  to  be  of  the 
nominate  subspecies  were  at  Bolinas,  Marin 
15  Dec  (KH)  and  Mokelumne  Day  Use  Area, 
San  Joaquin  2 Jan  (DGY). 

A Gray  Flycatcher  in  Oakland,  Alameda  20 
Dec-10  Jan  (Sue  Cox,  Pat  Bachetti,  DEQ, 
m.ob.)  established  the  3rd  winter  record  for 
the  Region.  Our  only  Eastern  Phoebes  were  at 
Pine  Gulch  Cr.,  Marin  24-31  Jan  (KH)  and 
Sonoma  Baylands,  Sonoma  8 Jan  (Ken  Acker- 
man). One  of  the  highlights  of  the  San  Jose 
C.B.C.  was  a Myiarchus  flycatcher,  thought 
likely  to  be  an  Ash-throated  Flycatcher,  along 
Coyote  Cr.  in  San  Jose,  Santa  Clara  20  Dec 
(FV,  Karl  Fowler).  Two  Tropical  Kingbirds — 
one  at  Crespi  Pond,  Monterey  19  Dec-28  Feb-t 
(RC,  ph.  DR,  m.ob.)  and  another  at  Struve 
Slough,  Santa  Cruz  throughout  the  period 
OHW,  LGo,  BRa,  DLSu,  EFe  et  al.) — represent 
a typical  winter  showing.  Out  of  place  and  in 
atypical  habitat,  a Cassin’s  Kingbird  gobbled 
Chinese  Pistache  berries  at  a bustling  urban 
intersection  in  n.  Fresno,  Fresno  19-22  Jan 
(Ernie  Spragg,  ph.  GaW  et  al.).  A Western 
Kingbird  at  Rancho  Cordova,  Sacramento  21 
Jan  (CrS)  and  another  s.  of  Tracy,  San  Joaquin 
15  Feb  (Steve  Huckabone)  were  considered 
early  migrants.  Noteworthy  Northern  Shrikes 
included  one  se.  of  Rio  Vista  Junction,  Solano 
14  Dec  (Zach  Smith)  and  another  at  Folsom 
L.,  Placer  3-5  Jan  (DaW,  ph.  Dan  Brown  et 
al.).  A Plumbeous  Vireo  in  and  near  Southside 
Park,  Sacramento  11  Feb-6  Mar  (CCo,  KLL, 
ph.  DKo,  ph.  Linda  Pittman,  m.ob.),  a 
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Drawn  to  a ripe  crop  of  Chinese  Pistache  berries,  this  itinerant  Cassin's  King- 
bird frequented  a busy  urban  intersection  in  north  Fresno,  Fresno  County, 
California  19-22  (here  20)  January  2010.  Photograph  by  Gary  Woods. 


Cassin’s  Vireo  in  Eureka,  Humboldt  19  Dec 
(RbF),  where  one  was  observed  last  winter, 
and  a Warbling  Vireo  in  Colma,  San  Mateo  10 
Dec  (R.  Bright)  were  the  only  representatives 
of  these  species  reported. 

Steller’sjays  staged  an  unusual  descent  into 
the  low  Sierra  Nevada  foothills  of  Madera  and 
Fresno,  with  many  reported  on  various  dates 
throughout  the  period  from  the  San  Joaquin 
Experimental  Range,  Madera-,  near  Millerton 
L.,  Madera  and  Fresno',  and  Watts  Valley  and 
Sanger,  Fresno.  Four  reports  of  wintering 
Northern  Rough-winged  Swallows,  three  from 
Santa  Clara  and  one  from  Fresno,  was  an  aver- 
age showing.  A Bank  Swallow  at  H.R.S.  27  Feb 
(RJR)  provided  the  3rd  winter  record  for  the 
Region.  We  received  only  nine  reports  of  win- 
tering Barn  Swallows,  down  77%  from  the  re- 
cent five-year  average.  Also  low  were  numbers 
of  winter  irruptives,  with  very  few  reports  of 
Mountain  Chickadees,  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches,  and  Brown  Creepers  away  from 
areas  of  residency.  American  Dippers  carrying 
moss  beneath  a waterfall  at  Eos  Gatos  Cr.,  San- 
ta Clara  17  Jan  (GaW)  established  an  early 
date  for  nest  building  in  the  Region.  However, 
observations  of  the  birds  carrying  moss  17  Feb 
(GrH)  and  28  Feb  (WGB)  revealed  a protract- 
ed nest-building  period.  A Golden-crowned 
Kinglet  was  out  of  place,  surrounded  by  a sea 
of  agriculture,  at  Lemoore,  Kings  25  Dec 
(Mark  Stacy).  A flock  of  300  Mountain  Blue- 
birds e.  of  Linden,  San  Joaquin  30  Jan  (ph.  Dan 
Brown)  was  a large  group  for  the  C.V  Large  by 
any  standard,  a flock  of  10,000-t  American 
Robins  was  noted  roosting  along  the  E.  Fork 
Russian  R.,  Mendocino  10-31  Dec  0-  Booth), 
and  a total  of  27,248  tallied  on  the  Ukiah 
C.B.C.,  Mendocino  19  Dec  (fide  Cheryl  Wat- 
son) was  the  highest  tally  of  the  species  for 
any  C.B.C.  this  winter. 

THRASHERS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

A Northern  Mockingbird  continued  in  Al- 
turas,  Modoc  until  2 Dec  QL^).  Sage  Thrash- 
ers were  in  Reef  City,  Kings  6 Dec  OLt),  down- 
town Redding  6 Dec-4  Jan  (RoS,  ph.  NMo, 
RMo,  JSL,  BY,  CY,  m.ob.;  Shasta’s  3rd),  and  s. 
Shasta  Valley,  Siskiyou  19  Dec-3  Jan  0™ 
Flett).  Our  only  Tennessee  Warbler  was  in  Pa- 
cific Grove,  Monterey  28  Dec-15  Jan  (RyT, 
RbF,  OsJ  et  al.).  Seven  of  8 Nashville  Warblers 
were  in  coastal  or  bayside  counties.  The  sin- 
gle exception  was  found  on  the  Rio  Co- 
sumnes  C.B.C.  at  C.R.P  5 Jan  (WEH).  A Vir- 
ginia’s Warbler  was  in  Areata,  Humboldt  1 
Jan-26  Feb  (GAB,  Jane  Bloomfield,  vt.  RbF, 
ph.  SeC,  m.ob.).  We  received  reports  of  11 
Yellow  Warblers  and  14  Hermit  Warblers  win- 
tering in  the  Region,  both  numbers  typical  of 
recent  years  but  well  above  historical  aver- 


ages. Marking  the  5th  Regional  win- 
ter record,  and  first  in  winter  for 
Solano,  was  a Yellow-throated  War- 
bler in  Benicia  20  Dec  (ph.  Nora  H.; 
observer’s  full  name  withheld  per  re- 
quest). Eight  Palm  Warblers  was  our 
lowest  total  and  less  than  a third  of 
our  average  over  the  past  20  winters. 

Our  only  Black-and-white  Warbler 
was  at  Olema  Marsh,  Marin  19  Dec 
(RS).  Humboldt  accounted  for  both 
our  American  Redstarts,  with  one  in 
Eureka  19  Dec+  (RbF,  Janet  Stock, 
m.ob.)  and  one  at  Manila  Communi- 
ty Park  6 Jan  (MHa).  Northern  Wa- 
terthrushes  were  at  Areata  Marsh, 
Humboldt  5 Dec-20  Feb  (TKz,  LTo, 
m.ob.),  Inverness  Park,  Marin  19 
Dec  (TEa),  Charleston  Road  Reten- 
tion Basin,  Santa  Clara  21  Dec-15 
Feb  (MMR,  m.ob.;  9th  consecutive 
winter  at  this  spot,  contra  our  fall  re- 
port) , and  Berkeley,  Alameda  25  Feb 
(DEQ,  Lowell  Young).  A Mac- 
Gillivray’s  Warbler  in  Anderson, 

Shasta  16  Jan  (Barbara  Peck)  made  our  first 
winter  record  for  this  species  since  2001. 
While  all  5 Wilson’s  Warblers  were  in  coastal 
or  bayside  counties,  a bird  at  Holland  Tract  15 
Dec  (ph.  JTz)  furnished  a first  winter  record 
for  the  e.  portion  of  Contra  Costa. 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

An  American  Tree  Sparrow  near  the  Nevada 
state  line  2 Dec  was  Alpine’s  first  (JLD,  JSL); 
another  was  along  Bald  Hills  Rd.,  Humboldt  21 
Jan  (DCo,  TKz,  Jesse  Sargent).  San  Mateo 
hosted  2 Clay-colored  Sparrows,  one  in  Men- 
lo Park  1 Dec  (Leonie  Batkin,  RSTh)  and  an- 
other in  Half  Moon  Bay  16-19  Dec  (Leonie 
Batkin,  RSTh,  GDg).  Napa  also  recorded  2 
Clay-coloreds:  one  near  the  Napa  Valley  Mari- 
na 13  Dec-17  Jan  (DMo,  JLx,  m.ob.)  and  the 
other  in  St.  Helena  27  Dec-14  Feb  (+Bobbie 
Vierra).  The  only  reported  Brewer’s  Sparrow 
was  in  Lemoore,  Kings,  a county  with  few 
records  for  this  species,  on  13  Dec  (Mark  Sta- 
cy). A Lark  Sparrow  in  Chester  16  Dec  (BBg, 
David  Arsenault)  may  have  been  the  first  in 
winter  for  Plumas.  A Black-throated  Sparrow 
found  on  the  Springville  C.B.C.,  Tulare  19 
Dec-4  Jan  (TKz,  m.ob.)  was  in  the  same  spot 
as  one  found  on  the  2007  C.B.C.  The  only 
Lark  Bunting  was  s.  of  Elk  Grove,  Sacramento 
5-18  Jan  (AEn,  ph.  Dan  Brown,  m.ob.).  One 
has  to  wonder  whether  the  long-term  decline 
of  this  species  documented  by  Breeding  Bird 
Surveys  (Sauer  et  al.  2007:  <http://www.mbr- 
pwrc.usgs.gov^bs/bbs2006.html>)  is  respon- 
sible for  the  apparent  decline  in  occurrences 
in  our  Region.  From  1989  to  2001,  we  aver- 


aged eight  fall  reports  and  two  winter  reports 
per  year.  Since  then,  we  have  averaged  four  in 
fall  and  less  than  one  per  year  in  winter.  A 
Large-billed  Savannah  Sparrow  (subspecies  ro- 
stratus)  was  at  Abbott’s  Lagoon  23  Dec 
(SNGH).  A Nelson’s  Sparrow  continued  from 
fall  throughout  the  period  at  Palo  Alto  Bay- 
lands,  Santa  Clara  (m.ob.).  We  received  re- 
ports of  23  Swamp  Sparrows  and  129  White- 
throated  Sparrows.  Two  ad.  Harris’s  Sparrows 
were  in  the  same  Cedarville,  Modoc  yard  23 
Jan  (ph.  SCR),  where  a pair  of  first-year  birds 
wintered  last  year.  Two  Harris’s  Sparrows  were 
also  together  in  Orick,  Humboldt  23  Jan-3  Feb 
(Matt  Hinton,  DCo,  TKz,  m.ob.),  and  a single 
was  in  Redding,  Shasta  29  Dec+  (Mitsy  Marx). 
Reports  of  Dark-eyed  Junco  of  the  Pink-sided 
subspecies  (meamsi)  in  California  are  rarely 
documented  well  enough  to  rule  out  female 
Oregon  Junco  (subspecies  oreganus),  but  a 
well-documented  Pink-sided  in  Lee  Vining, 
Mono  10-20  Dec  (ph.  JuH)  was  an  exception. 
Small  numbers  of  Lapland  Longspurs  were  re- 
ported from  Humboldt,  Siskiyou,  Modoc,  Napa, 
and  S.E  Our  only  McCown’s  Longspur  of  the 
season  was  along  County  Line  Rd.  in  Yolo  22 
Jan  (TEa),  and  single  Chestnut-collareds  were 
on  the  Valensin  portion  of  C.R.P.  5 Jan  (AEn) 
and  at  the  corner  of  Rds.  27  and  102b,  Yolo  23 
Jan  (TEa). 

Santa  Cruz  produced  our  only  Summer  Tan- 
agers,  with  one  bird  returning  for  its  3rd  win- 
ter at  La  Selva  Beach  9 Dec-3  Jan  (Freddie 
Menge)  and  another  in  Seacliff  25  Feb  (DLSu). 
Four  of  our  7 Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were  in 
Sa?ita  Cruz;  the  others  were  in  Humboldt,  S.E, 
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and  Marin.  Monterey  had  2 Black-headed  Gros- 
beaks: one  in  Royal  Oaks  11  Dec-15  Feb  (Lau- 
ra Rodriguez,  ph.  Betty  Cost)  and  another  at 
the  Big  Sur  R.  mouth  20  Dec  (ph.  Carol  Rose, 
L.  Rose  et  ah).  A Black-headed  Grosbeak  in 
Saratoga,  Santa  Clara  27  Feb  (Dave  Johnston, 
fide  SCR)  likely  wintered,  as  this  would  be  a 
very  early  date  for  a spring  migrant.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  the  Black-headed  Grosbeak  first 
reported  in  fall  from  Sutter  Creek,  Amador 
wintered,  as  it  was  present  until  at  least  27  Jan 
(Mary  Perone),  long  enough  to  experience  sig- 
nihcant  snowfall  at  this  Sierra  foothill  (500  m) 
location.  Indigo  Buntings  were  at  San  Bruno, 
San  Mateo  13  Feb  and  14  Mar  (ph.  Ann  Park- 
er) and  at  New  Brighton  S.B.,  Santa  Cniz  22-23 
Feb  (DLSu). 

A female  Rusty  Blackbird  in  a large  black- 
bird flock  at  Areata  Bottoms,  Humboldt  24 
Jan-26  Feb  (RbF)  might  have  been  the  same 
bird  found  in  Nov.  Orchard  Orioles  were  in 
Half  Moon  Bay,  Son  Mateo  16-19  Dec  (Leonie 
Batkin,  RSTh,  m.ob.),  Fortuna,  Humboldt  3 Jan 
(Anthony  Desch,  Jidc  GSL),  and  McKinleyville, 
Humboldt  8-10  Feb  (KMS,  KBu,  Cindy  Moyer). 
A Hooded  Oriole  in  Red  Bluff  30  Nov-8  Dec 
(ph.  Robin  Woolcott,  m.ob.)  was  likely 
Tehama’s  flrst  in  winter.  Hooded  Orioles  were 
also  in  Menlo  Park,  San  Mateo  5-22  Dec  (PKB, 
B.  Power;  5th  consecutive  winter  at  this  loca- 
tion), Ben  Lomond,  Santa  Cruz  17  Dec-6  Feb 
(Debbie  Goodell,  AMR),  and  Pacific  Grove, 
Monterey  4-6  Jan  (Karen  Shihadeh).  Nine  Bul- 
lock’s Orioles  included  4 in  Santa  Cwz,  3 in 
Humboldt,  and  one  each  in  San  Mateo  and  Men- 
docino. A Baltimore  Oriole  was  in  Pacific 
Grove,  Monterey  28  Dec-1  Jan  (ph.  RyT,  RbF, 
SRv  et  al).  The  only  Cassin’s  Finches  reported 
from  unexpected  locations  were  in  Santa  Cruz: 
one  at  Big  Basin  Redwoods  S.P.  2 Jan  (DLSu) 
and  one  at  the  upper  end  of  the  U.C.  Santa 
Cruz  campus  17  Feb  (SGe). 

Cited  observers  (county  coordinators  in 
boldface):  Ken  Able  (Lassen),  R.  J.  Adams, 
David  Armstrong,  Bob  Battagin,  Murray 
Berner  (Napa),  Gary  A.  Bloomfield,  William 
G.  Bousman  (Santa  Clara),  Penelope  K. 
Bowen,  Matthew  Brady,  Phil  D.  Brown,  Lucas 
Brug,  Ray  Bruun,  Ken  Burton,  Scott  Carey, 
Rita  Carratello,  Daryl  Coldren,  Chris  Conard 
(Sacramento),  Rudy  C.  Darling  (Nevada),  Jeff 
N.  Davis  (Madera),  Gary  Deghi,  Al  DeMarti- 
ni,  Bruce  E.  Deuel  (n.  C.V  counties),  Colin  E 
Dillingham  (Plumas  and  Sierra),  Peggy  L. 
Don,  Jon  L.  Dunn,  Todd  Easterla,  Mark  W. 
Eaton  (San  Francisco),  Alan  M.  Eisner,  Ray 
Ekstrom  (Siskiyou),  Elias  Elias  (Del  Norte), 
Andrew  Engilis,  Eric  Feuss,  Rob  Fowler 
(Humboldt),  Maureen  Geiger,  Steve  Gerow 
(Santa  Cruz),  Steve  A.  Glover  (Contra  Costa), 


Lois  Goldfrank,  Kevin  Guse,  David  Hamilton, 
Denise  Hamilton,  Melody  Hamilton,  Keith 
Hansen,  W.  Edward  Harper,  Garth  Harwood, 
Floyd  Hayes,  Lynn  Hemink,  Justin  Hite,  Joel 
Horstein,  Steven  N.G.  Howell,  Richard  E. 
Hubacek,  John  E.  Hunter  (Trinity),  Alvaro 
Jaramillo,  Richard  G.  Jeffers,  David  A.  Jensen, 
Oscar  Johnson,  Robert  J.  Keiffer  (Mendoci- 
no), Larry  Kent,  Dan  Kopp,  Tony  Kurz,  Kimya 
L.  Lambert,  Jim  Laughlin,  Stephen  A.  Lay- 
mon,  Robin  L.  C.  Leong  (Solano),  Gary  S. 
Lester,  Lauren  P.  Lester,  John  Lockhart,  Jim 
Lomax,  Laura  Look,  John  S.  Luther,  Michael 
J.  Mammoser,  Peter  J.  Metropulos  (San  Ma- 
teo), Nancy  Modeen,  Red  Modeen,  Joseph 
Morlan,  Dominik  Mosur,  Kristie  N.  Nelson 
(Mono),  Frances  Oliver  (San  Joaquin),  Ed 
Pandolfino  (Placer),  Kathy  Parker,  Gary  W. 
Potter  (Fresno),  David  E.  Quady,  Bernadette 
Ramer,  Robert  W.  Reiling,  Robert  J.  Rich- 
mond (Alameda),  Alex  M.  Rinkert,  Don 
Roberson  (Monterey),  Michael  M.  Rogers, 
Kerry  G.  Ross,  Stephen  C.  Rottenborn,  Steve 
Rovell,  Ruth  A.  Rudesill  (Sonoma),  Rob 
Santry  Donald  E.  Schmoldt,  Adam  Searcy 
(Morin),  Jeff  Seay  (Kings),  Keith  M.  Slauson, 
Rich  Stallcup,  John  C.  Sterling  (Modoc, 
Alpine,  Calaveras,  and  Yolo),  Tim  Steurer  (El  i 
Dorado  and  Amador),  David  L.  Suddjian 
(Santa  Cruz),  Brian  L.  Sullivan,  Steven  D. 
Summers  (Tulare),  Craig  Swolgaard,  Richard 
Ternullo,  Ronald  S.  Thorn,  Ryan  Terrill,  ^ 
Ronald  S.  Thorn,  Jim  Tietz  (EL),  Francis  Tol-  | 
di,  Lauren  Tompkins,  Steve  Umland  i 
(Tuolumne),  Frank  Vanslager,  Kent  Van  Vuren 
(Merced  and  San  Benito),  David  Vander 
Pluym  (Mariposa),  Chuck  E.  Vaughn,  Matt  | 
Wachs,  Jeff  H.  Wall,  Bruce  Webb,  Jerry  R.  ' 

White  (Lake),  Brian  D.  C.  Williams,  Dan  : 

Williams,  David  Wimpfheimer,  Roger  Wolfe, 
Gary  Woods,  David  G.  Yee,  Bob  & Carol  I 
Yutzy  (Shasta).  Many  more  observers  are  not  | 
specifically  cited;  all  are  appreciated.  O 
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Following  several  drier-than-average 
winters,  most  of  the  Region  welcomed 
above-average  precipitation  through  the 
season.  Sea  surface  temperatures  were  a bit 
above  normal,  with  mild  El  Nino/Southern 
Oscillation  conditions  developing  through  the 
season.  Continuing  the  fall  2009  trend,  few 
northern  and  montane  species  staged  move- 
ments into  the  Region,  though  bluebird  move- 
ments (and  especially  a profusion  of  Western 
Bluebirds  on  the  deserts)  were  significant. 

Outstanding  rarities  included  the  Regions 
first  King  Eider  in  15  years,  a Black  Vulture 
(presumed  to  be  the  same  individual  as  last 
fall’s  Regional  first),  a long-staying  Bar- tailed 
Godwit,  California’s  first  overwintering  Red- 
throated  Pipit,  and  a “Black-backed”  White 
Wagtail.  The  winter  saw  high  numbers  of  many 
regular  overwintering  “migrants”  in  San  Diego, 
especially  Yellow  Warbler,  Summer  Tanager, 
and  Orchard  Oriole;  such  numbers  are  at  least 
in  part  a function  of  increased  coverage  of  well- 
planted  parks  and  residential  areas. 

Abbreviations:  C.L.  (China  Lake  Naval  Air 
Weapons  Station,  extreme  ne.  Kern);  EC.R. 
(Furnace  Creek  Ranch,  Death  Valley  N.P., 
Inyo)'  N.E.S.S.  (n.  end  of  the  Salton  Sea,  River- 
side); PM.N.A.S.  (Point  Mugu  N.A.S.,  Ventura); 
P.E  (Piute  Ponds,  Edwards  A.EB.,  ne.  Los  Ange- 
les); S.E.S.S.  (s.  end  of  the  Salton  Sea,  Imperial); 
S.J.W.A.  (San  Jacinto  W.A.  near  Lakeview, 
Riverside);  VC.G.P.  (Ventura  County  Game  Pre- 
serve near  Pt.  Mugu  N.A.S.,  Ve?itura).  Museum 
collections  abbreviated  in  the  text  are:  SDNHM 
(San  Diego  Natural  History  Museum).  Because 
most  rarities  in  s.  California  are  seen  by  multi- 
ple observers,  only  the  observer(s)  initially 
finding  and/or  identifying  the  bird  are  includ- 
ed. Documentation  for  species  on  the  Califor- 
nia B.R.C.  (C.B.R.C.)  review  list  (see  <www.cal- 
iforniabirds.org>)  is  forwarded  to  the  C.B.R.C. 
and  archived  at  the  Western  Foundation  of  Ver- 
tebrate Zoology  in  Camarillo. 


WATERFOWL  THROUGH  STORKS 

A Brant  that  remained  on  Cachuma  L.,  Santa 
Barbara  3 Dec-28  Feb  (LG)  provided  one  of 
a very  few  records  of  this  species  wintering 
inland  in  the  Region.  A Tundra  Swan  in 
Carlsbad,  San  Diego  23  Nov-11  Feb  (SB),  2 at 
N.E.S.S.  2 Jan  (AMB),  and  2 (the  same?)  near 
Niland,  Imperial  13  Feb-6  Mar  (GMcC)  were 
the  southernmost  this  winter,  while  22  near 
Blythe,  Riverside  29  Dec-12  Feb  (RH)  was  a 
large  number  for  that  far  south;  one  near 
Bishop,  Inyo  19  Dec  (BSM,  JMH)  was  a Be- 
wick’s Swan,  almost  certainly  the  southern- 
most record  of  that  subspecies  in  North 
America.  Greater  Scaup  was  considered  “un- 
common to  rare”  in  San  Diego  in  2004  (P 
Unitt,  San  Diego  County  Bird  Atlas),  but  that 
status  has  changed  dramatically,  as  indicated 
by  estimated  counts  of  1000  on  s.  San  Diego 
Bay  in  Jan  2006  and  1800  there  in  Dec  2007, 
along  with  a count  of  630  on  a small  portion 
of  the  bay  8 Feb  this  winter  (MS).  An  imm. 
male  King  Eider  in  San  Pedro,  Los  Angeles  27 
Dec-20  Jan  (DE)  was  the  first  in  s.  California 
since  Dec  1995.  A Harlequin  Duck  at  Cayu- 
cos,  San  Luis  Obispo  1-18  Dec  (TME)  was  in 
an  area  where  one  or  2 are  annual,  but  a male 
in  Long  Beach  2 Jan  (BS)  provides  one  of  the 
few  records  for  Los  Angeles.  Encouraging 
numbers  of  White-winged  and  Black  Scoters 
were  along  the  coast,  as  illustrated  by  up  to 
20  White-wingeds  and  15  Blacks  between 
Santa  Monica  and  El  Se- 
gundo,  Los  Angeles  (RB), 
and  up  to  6 White- 
wingeds  and  3 Blacks  at 
Bolsa  Chica,  Orange 
(BED)  during  the  period. 

In  addition,  all  three  scot- 
ers were  found  inland, 
with  a Surf  Scoter  (dead 
on  highway)  in  Barstow, 

San  Bernardino  23  Jan 
(LB),  at  least  3 at  S.E.S.S. 

22  Dec-30  Jan  (GMcC, 

RMcK),  and  one  near 
Winterhaven,  Imperial  2- 
11  Feb  (DM,  DS);  single 
White-winged  Scoters  at 
Quail  L.,  Los  Angeles  8 Nov-16  Jan  (JSF), 
N.E.S.S.  26-28  Feb  (CMcG,  HBK),  and 
S.E.S.S.  10-22  Dec  OoK-  OJ);  a Black 
Scoter  at  S.E.S.S.  13  Feb  (KH-L).  A Long- 
tailed Duck  in  San  Diego  9 Dec-17  Apr  (PU, 
PEL)  was  the  southernmost  of  the  8 recorded 
on  the  coast.  A Barrow’s  Goldeneye  on  the 
Salton  Sea  at  the  mouth  of  Salt  Cr.,  Riverside 
1 1 Feb-6  Mar  (SR,  TAB)  and  up  to  3 at  Sen- 
ator Wash  Dam,  Imperial  19  Dec-9  Jan  (HD) 
were  at  the  southernmost  limit  of  the  species’ 
winter  range. 


Loons,  other  than  Common  Loons,  are 
rare  inland,  so  a Red-throated  Loon  in  Atas- 
cadero, San  Luis  Obispo  9-13  Dec  (RHZ)  and 
another  on  Legg  L.  near  El  Monte,  Los  Ange- 
les 23-26  Jan  (ES),  along  with  a Pacific  Loon 
on  Quail  L.  16  Jan  05?)^  were  noteworthy. 
For  some  unknown  reason,  all  loons  are  rare 
on  the  Salton  Sea  in  winter,  so  a Common 
Loon  at  N.E.S.S.  12  Dec  (CMcG)  and  anoth- 
er at  S.E.S.S.  22  Dec  (LH)  were  of  interest. 
Forty-one  Horned  Grebes  on  L.  Perris,  River- 
side 18  Feb  (CMcG)  was  a large  number  for 
anywhere  inland.  A Red-necked  Grebe  at 
Dana  Pt.,  Orange  15-25  Dec  (TC)  and  anoth- 
er in  Oceanside,  San  Diego  4 Dec-26  Jan 
(KWe,  WTH)  were  the  southernmost  of  the  6 
noted  along  the  coast.  A Red-billed  Trop- 
icbird  13  km  wsw.  of  Pt.  Loma,  San  Diego  13 
Feb  (DK)  was  exceptionally  close  to  the 
mainland,  especially  so  in  winter.  Brown 
Boobies  continue  to  be  seen  off  San  Diego, 
with  one  at  the  Nine-mile  Bank  3 Dec  (DWP) 
and  2 more  there  12  Jan  (DWP),  and  another 
was  seen  from  shore  in  Torrance,  Los  Angeles 
28  Dec  (KGL).  Many  ill  or  starving  Brown 
Pelicans  were  noted  along  the  coast  through 
the  period,  with  several  wandering  inland  on 
the  coastal  slope,  keeping  wildlife  rehabilita- 
tors  busy.  The  Neotropic  Cormorant  near 
Seeley,  Imperial  26  Nov  remained  through  10 
Jan  (SR)  and  was  joined  by  a second  21 
Dec-2  Jan  (GMcC). 


A Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron  in  Goleta 
28  Jan-25  Mar  (WTF)  was  the  first  in  Santa 
Barbara;  the  2 found  at  PM.N.A.S.  13  Nov 
were  still  present  5 Mar  (MR);  and  the  pair  in 
Imperial  Beach,  San  Diego  since  2005  were  at- 
tending a nest  at  the  end  of  the  period,  with 
another  ad.  nearby  25-28  Feb  (GMcC).  What 
is  presumed  to  be  the  same  Wood  Stork  in 
Irvine,  Orange  1-2  Dec  (DRW)  moved  to  Legg 
L.  near  El  Monte  12-21  Dec  (M&JS)  then  on 
to  Puddingstone  Res.  in  San  Dimas,  Los  Ange- 
les 24  Dec-2  Jan  (GR). 


The  highlight  of  the  February  2010  pelagic  trips  out  of  San  Diego  was  this  adult  Red- 
bilied  Tropicbird  only  1 3 kilometers  west-southwest  of  Point  Loma,  San  Diego  County, 
on  13  February.  Photograph  by  Thomas  A.  Blackman. 
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VULTURES  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

A Black  Vulture  around  L.  Casitas/Ojai,  Ven- 
tiira  4 Jan-22  Feb  (jVanFI)  was  probably  the 
same  bird  in  Goleta  in  Sep,  then  in  Santa 
Paula  on  29  Nov-5  Dec.  A Harris’s  Hawk  was 
in  Brawley,  Imperial  3-18  Jan  (BMi),  and  an- 
other at  Warner  Springs,  San  Diego  15-19  Feb 


Photographed  on  1 February  2010  near  El  Centro,  Imperial  County, 
this  Curve-billed  Thrasher  was  present  3 January  through  21 
March — one  of  five  known  in  Southern  California  this  winter.  Pho- 
tograph by  Kenneth  I.  Kurland. 

(MMa,  SRS)  was  likely  the  same  bird  fre- 
quenting this  general  area  since  Sep  2006. 
Single  Swainson's  Hawks  at  RM.N.A.S.  1 Jan 
(DP),  near  Lancaster,  Los  Angeles  24  Jan 
(M&JS),  and  in  Brawley  19  Jan  (KE)  were 
probably  wintering  locally,  while  one  at  Bor- 
rego Springs,  San  Diego  17  Feb  (HC)  was  the 
earliest  spring  migrant  this  year.  Wintering 
Zone-tailed  Hawks  on  the  coast  included  ads. 
around  Ojai  5 Nov-15  Mar  (DR),  Lake  For- 
est/Mission Viejo,  Orange  1 Nov-8  Dec  ORti), 
Irvine  Regional  Park,  Orange  20  Dec-25  Mar 
(SC),  and  near  Escondido,  Scin  Diego  25 
Oct-28  Feb  (KR),  joined  by  an  imm.  1 Jan-12 
Feb  (EGK);  inland  ads.  wintered  near  El  Cen- 
tro, Imperial  1 Oct-4  Mar  (KZK)  and  around 
Brawley  24  Dec- 14  Feb  (CMcF);  in  addition, 
wandering  individuals  were  near  Orange,  Or- 
ange 22-27  Dec  (NAG),  Guajome  County 
Park,  San  Diego  17  Jan  QSh),  over  El  Cajon, 

San  Diego  23  Jan  (CJR),  and  inland  near  Cali- 
patria,  Imperial  9 Jan  QTS).  A Harlan’s  Hawk, 
rare  in  Southern  California,  was  pho- 
tographed near  Big  Bend,  San  Bernardino  24 
Feb  (SR).  A Rough-legged  Hawk  at  S.J.W.A. 

17  Jan  (AEK)  was  the  southernmost  of  the  7 
reported  in  the  Region. 

A Sandhill  Crane  over  San  Luis  Obispo  13 
Dec  (DGS),  a flock  of  14  that  put  down  for  the 


night  near  Escondido  27  Dec  (MW),  and  2 in 
Mira  Loma,  Riverside  21  Dec-7  Mar  (BN,  HBK) 
were  away  from  any  areas  of  regular  occur- 
rence. Wintering  Pacific  Golden-Plovers  in- 
cluded 2 at  Guadalupe,  Santa  Barbara  20 
Aug-3  Feb  (WTF),  up  to  6 at  Seal  Beach,  Or- 
ange 16-31  Dec  0ok)>  2 near  Imperial  Beach 
through  the  period  (RTP),  and  as  many  as 
14  on  San  Clemente  1.  5 Jan-25  Feb 
OTS),  along  with  a single  bird  in  Corona- 
do, San  Diego  18  Dec  (MMi).  Six  Moun- 
tain Plovers  near  Imperial  Beach  5-18  Dec 
(MBe,  RF)  were  on  the  coast,  where  now 
exceptionally  rare,  and  12  near  Adelanto, 
San  Bernardino  15  Dec  (SG)  were  in  an 
area  where  unrecorded  for  many  years. 
The  Bar-tailed  Godwit  found  at  Upper 
Newport  Bay,  Orange  31  Oct  remained 
through  12  Jan  (NAG,  HBK).  A Sander- 
ling  at  N.E.S.S.  5 Dec-9  Feb  (CAM,  SR) 
was  wintering  at  this  inland  location.  A 
Stilt  Sandpiper  at  V.C.G.P.  20-22  Feb  (LH) 
was  the  only  one  away  from  S.E.S.S.  A 
Ruff  at  V.C.G.P.  8-22  Feb  was  believed  to 
be  the  same  one  here  in  Sep  (LSa),  and 
another  was  at  S.E.S.S.  20  Feb  (HD). 

A Black-legged  Kittiwake  wintering 
on  L.  Havasu  flew  to  the  San  Bernardino 
side  of  the  lake  14-15  Feb  (TAB).  Single 
Laughing  Gulls  at  the  San  Diego  R. 
mouth  8 Dec  (CAM)  and  15  Jan-17  Mar 
(PEL),  along  with  another  on  nearby 
Mission  Bay  15-23  Jan  (MS),  were  on  the 
coast,  where  rare;  another  was  inland  at  Pud- 
dingstone  Res.  17-18  Jan  (AKL),  and  at  least 
6 more  were  at  the  Salton  Sea 
during  the  period  (NAG, 

GMcC).  A Franklin's  Gull  lin- 
gered around  Legg  L.  in  El 
Monte  3-10  Jan  (CA).  Adult 
Heermann’s  Gulls  at  Pudding- 
stone  Res.  10  Feb  (AKL),  in  El 
Cajon  6 Feb  (SB),  and  on  L. 

Hodges  9 Feb  QVR)  were  all 
more  than  25  km  inland,  and  at 
least  3 more  were  on  the  Salton 
Sea  during  the  period  (BP, 

GMcC).  A Mew  Gull  at  Tinema- 
ha  Res.  5 Dec  QMH)  was  the  2nd 
to  be  found  in  Inyo.  A Western 
Gull  at  Buena  Vista  L.  21  Dec 
(SLS)  was  only  the  4th  in  Kern. 

Seven  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls 
were  found:  one  was  on  the  coast  at 
RM.N.A.S.  3 Jan  (MSanM),  5 were  scattered 
around  the  Salton  Sea  Oct-Feb  (GMcC,  MJB, 
ST,  DW),  and  one  was  near  Imperial,  Imperial 
6 Jan  (BMi).  Four  Glaucous  Gulls  found 
along  the  coast  included  an  ad.  in  Coronado 
24  Jan  (SW,  *SDNHM)  and  a first-cycle  bird 
around  Imperial  Beach  7 Feb-7  Mar  (RTF); 


inland,  an  ad.  was  at  the  mouth  of  Salt  Cr.  21 
Feb  (KLG),  and  a first-cycle  bird  was  at 
S.E.S.S.  21  Dec-3  Mar  (GMcC).  Up  to  2 Ele- 
gant Terns  in  Goleta  5-12  Dec  (KBra)  re- 
mained later  than  expected;  most  have  gone 
by  mid-Nov.  A Rigeon  Guillemot  lingered  at 
Morro  Bay  San  Luis  Obispo  through  1 Dec 
(MLS);  this  species  is  normally  gone  from  the 
coast  of  California  in  winter,  with  most  mov- 
ing northward  to  the  area  of  Ruget  Sound. 

PIGEONS  THROUGH  WRENS 

A Band-tailed  Rigeon  in  Brawley  2 Feb 
(GMcC)  was  one  of  a very  few  ever  seen  at  the 
Salton  Sink.  Numbers  of  White-winged  Doves 
wintering  in  the  se.  part  of  the  Region  contin- 
ue to  increase,  as  indicated  by  the  presence  of 
single  birds  in  Barstow  (12  Dec)  and  at 
N.E.S.S.  (28  Feb),  2 in  Blythe  (20  Dec),  and  at 
least  10  in  the  Imperial  Valley  during  the  peri- 
od; in  addition,  3 were  along  the  coast,  where 
rare.  Two  Ruddy  Ground-Doves  were  in 
Blythe  3 Dec-17  Feb  (RH),  and  another  was 
near  El  Centro  12  Feb-17  Mar  (MBr,  KZK). 

The  Broad-billed  Hummingbird  found  in 
Goleta  8 Nov  remained  through  24  Mar  (PK), 
and  the  Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  found 
nearby  21  Nov  was  still  present  15  Jan 
(DMC).  A migrant  Allen’s  Hummingbird  near 
El  Centro  3 Feb  (KZK)  was  in  an  area  where 
few  have  been  recorded,  and  birds  of  the  resi- 
dent subspecies  sedentarius  are  now  known  to 
nest  e.  to  Rancho  Cucamonga,  San  Bernardino 
(TAB)  and  Mira  Loma,  Riverside  (MBa),  and  s. 
to  Encinitas,  San  Diego  (SES).  Seven  Acorn 


This  Gray  Catbird  in  Niland,  Imperial  County,  photographed  on  the  first  day  of 
its  21  December  2009  through  3 March  2010  stay,  was  only  the  third  ever 
found  in  the  Salton  Sink.  Photograph  byMattSadowski. 

Woodpeckers  near  Olancha  6 Jan  OLD)  was  a 
large  number  for  anywhere  in  Inyo.  A 
Williamson’s  Sapsucker  near  Ventucopa,  San- 
ta Barbara  17  Dec  (WTF),  and  wintering 
birds  in  Sylmar,  Los  Angeles  30  Nov-28  Feb 
(RSu),  near  Burbank,  Los  Angeles  23  Nov-3 
Feb  (RB),  and  in  the  Santa  Ana  Mts.,  Orange 
26  Dec-24  Feb  (BED),  were  all  of  note.  At 
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Apparently  a young  male  of  the  black-backed  subspecies  lugens,  this  White  Wag- 
tail was  present  near  Santa  Maria,  Santa  Barbara  County  from  27  (here  30)  De- 
cember 2009  through  9 January  2010.  Photograph  by  Wes  ?!  Fritz. 


least  23  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers  scattered 
throughout  the  Region  appeared  to  be  more 
than  normal. 

An  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  in  Lemon 
Heights,  Orange  18  Dec  (NAG)  could  not  be 
relocated;  of  the  very  few  previous  winter 
records  for  the  Region,  two  are  from  this  same 
area.  Wintering  Empidonax  were  poorly  repre- 
sented this  year,  with  reports  of  only  7 Grays, 
14  Pacific-slopes,  and  7 Hammond’s,  includ- 
ing one  of  the  last  species  near  Cantil,  Kem  29 
Dec  (MSanM).  Eastern  Phoebes  were  found 
in  Goleta  17  Dec-15  Feb  (WvD),  Irvine  21 
Dec  QaF)  and  what  was  likely  the  same  bird 
nearby  7 Feb-26  Mar  (CMcF,  NAG),  near 
Bakersfield,  Kem  8 Mar  (K&BK),  and  near 
Seeley,  where  one  returned  for  its  3rd  winter 
21  Dec-23  Feb  (OJ).  Vermilion  Flycatchers 
were  too  vHdespread  to  enumerate.  Returning 
for  its  3rd  consecutive  winter,  a Dusky- 
capped  Flycatcher  was  in  La  Mirada,  Los  An- 
geles 2 Dec-12  Apr  (JoR).  Three  Tropical 
Kingbirds  in  coastal  Santa  Barbara  included  2 
remaining  from  the  fall  period;  others  were  at 
Whittier  Narrows,  Los  Angeles  19  Dec-14  Jan 
QoR)  and  Huntington  Beach,  Orange  28 
Jan-26  Feb  (SSm).  Out  of  range  was  a 
Cassin’s  Kingbird  near  Seeley  28  Feb  (BMi). 
Casual  in  winter,  a Western  Kingbird  was  in 
Irvine  4 Dec-3  Jan  (NK).  A Scissor- tailed  Fly- 
catcher was  photographed  in  Whittier,  Los 
Angeles  11  Jan  (DSC). 

Up  to  a dozen  Loggerhead  Shrikes  through 
the  period  in  Orange  was  an  encouraging  up- 
tick in  numbers  (DRW).  A rather  green  Bell’s 
Vireo  on  the  lower  Colorado  R.  at  Big  River, 
San  Bernardino  8 Jan  (TAB)  seemed  quite 
bright  for  arizonae  and  was  possibly  nominate 
bellii  or  medius.  Plumbeous  Vireos  continue 
to  outnumber  Cassin’s  in  winter  in  the  Re- 
gion, with  some  22  and  6 reported,  respec- 
tively, this  year.  Although  Northern  Rough- 
winged Swallow  is  regular  in  winter,  a count 
of  21  along  the  San  Gabriel  R.  near  Pico 
Rivera,  Los  Angeles  29  Dec  OLF)  was  quite 
high  for  the  season.  A Verdin  in  Nestor,  San 
Diego  18  Dec-10  Jan  (PEL)  was  at  a coastal 
locality  well  away  from  known  breeding  ar- 
eas, which  suggests  the  possibility  of  occa- 
sional seasonal  movements  in  this  supposed- 
ly sedentary  species.  Red-breasted  Nuthatch- 
es were  almost  a no-show  this  winter,  with 
only  4 reported  in  the  s.  coastal  areas.  A Cac- 
tus Wren  in  the  Tijuana  R.  estuary  7 Nov-9 
Dec  OaK)  was  several  km  away  from  known 
nesting  locations. 

THRUSHES  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

An  unprecedented  invasion  of  Western  Blue- 
birds away  from  breeding  areas  continued 
from  the  fall  period;  notable  concentrations 


on  the  deserts  included  a 
C.B.C.  count  of  210  in  Borrego 
Springs,  up  to  70  at  Desert 
Center  in  Dec-Jan  (fide  JFG), 

12  at  La  Quinta,  Riverside  7 
Feb  (SSw),  up  to  25  at  N.E.S.S. 

29  Dec+  (DB),  50  at  Ramer  L., 

Imperial  15  Dec  (GMcC),  70  at 
Niland  21  Dec  (GMcC),  and 
up  to  10  in  Brawley  24  Jan- 14 
Feb  (N&MF);  3 appeared  on 
San  Clemente  L,  where  un- 
recorded prior  to  last  fall,  on  2 
Jan  (CLD).  Mountain  Blue- 
birds staged  a strong  move- 
ment onto  the  coastal  slope, 
with  flocks  including  up  to  15 
near  Los  Osos,  San  Luis  Obispo  3 Dec-19  Jan 
(KLP),  6 in  Torrance  27  Dec  (A&EB),  25-30 
in  La  Verne,  Los  Angeles  25  Feb  (Rod  Higbie), 
and  up  to  6 in  e.  Irvine  20-22  Dec  (TAB).  The 
only  Gray  Catbird  was  in  Niland  21  Dec-3 
Mar  (GMcC).  Sage  Thrashers  routinely  move 
through  the  Region  by  mid-Jan  and  occur 
sparsely  through  the  winter  on  the  deserts; 
wintering  birds  on  the  coast  are  more  note- 
worthy, with  one  this  year  near  Port  Hueneme 
10  Dec-20  Feb  (OJ).  A Brown  Thrasher  fre- 
quented park  near  Buena  Vista  L.  21  Dec-3 
Feb  (AMS).  Up  to  2 continuing  Curve-billed 
Thrashers  were  at  Black  Meadow  Landing  on 
the  lower  Colorado  R.,  San  Bernardino 
through  28  Feb  (TAB),  and  one  first  found  in 
the  fall  was  at  Chiriaco  Sum- 
mit, Riverside  1 Mar  QL);  new- 
ly discovered  birds  were  at  La- 
guna Dam,  Imperial  24  Dec-9 
Jan  (PEL)  and  near  El  Centro  3 
Jan-21  Mar  (KZK).  A White 
Wagtail  near  Santa  Maria  27 
Dec-9  Jan  was  the  2nd  for  San- 
ta Barbara  and  the  first  there 
showing  the  characteristics  of 
subspecies  lugens.  After  the 
species’  poor  showing  in  fall,  a 
Red-throated  Pipit  in  Nestor  2- 
17  Jan  (JT,  MT)  that  estab- 
lished the  first  winter  record 
for  the  United  States  was  a 
shocker.  The  only  Sprague’s 
Pipit  reported  was  near  Calipa- 
tria  21  Dec  (GMcC). 

The  only  Tennessee  Warbler  was  in  Tier- 
rasanta,  San  Diego  17  Dec  (PEL),  and  a 
Northern  Parula  at  Wister  Unit,  Imperial  8-24 
Dec  QK,  CMcF)  was  likewise  the  only  one  re- 
ported. Yellow  Warblers  are  regular  in  winter 
on  the  coast  and  Salton  Sink,  but  at  least  31  in 
coastal  lowlands  of  San  Diego  was  exception- 
al and  reflected  intensive  coverage  of  residen- 
tial areas  and  parks  that  also  turned  up  at 


least  9 Hermit  Warblers  in  the  same  general 
areas.  A Black-throated  Green  Warbler  fre- 
quented planted  oaks  on  a busy  street  in 
Pasadena,  Los  Angeles  13  Jan-6  Feb  (BED).  A 
Grace’s  Warbler  continued  from  fall  through 
15  Feb  in  Goleta,  Santa  Barbara  (NAL);  an- 
other was  in  Morro  Bay,  San  Luis  Obispo  21 
Feb  (TME).  A Pine  Warbler  in  Costa  Mesa, 
Orange  25  Dec-2  Apr  was  present  for  its  4th 
consecutive  winter  (NAG).  A Prairie  Warbler, 
not  quite  annual  in  winter,  was  in  Ramona, 
Sail  Diego  31  Dec-10  Jan  (]D,  JL).  The  only 
Palm  Warblers  were  in  Costa  Mesa  25  Dec-18 
Feb  OFP),  Ocean  Beach,  San  Diego  25  Dec 
(JMH),  and  Ramona  16-20  Feb  (BMu,  AH). 
Twenty-one  Black-and-white  Warblers,  some 


continuing  from  the  fall,  were  found  on  the 
coastal  slope.  Returning  wintering  American 
Redstarts  were  in  Irvine  11  Oct-28  Apr  (LO) 
and  Fountain  Valley,  Orange  21  Oct-22  Mar 
QiR),  and  at  least  4 wintered  in  coastal  San 
Diego.  An  Ovenbird  in  Montecito  26  Dec  (OJ) 
established  the  first  winter  season  record  for 
Santa  Barbara'  another  was  in  Temecula, 
Riverside  4 Dec-14  Feb  (RLP).  A Northern 


This  Red-throated  Pipit  noted  2-17  (here  1 6)  January  201 0 in  Nestor,  San  Diego 
County,  California  was  the  first  ever  recorded  in  winter  in  the  United  States.  Pho- 
tograph by  Eric  G.  Kallen. 
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There  are  few  records  of  Prairie  Warbler  in  California  in  winter,  so  this  photo- 
graph nicely  documents  one  present  in  Ramona,  San  Diego  County  from  31  De- 
cember 2009  through  10  (here  3)  January  2010.  Photograph  by  Tom  Under. 


Orchard  Orioles  were  more  numerous  and  widespread  than 
normal  along  the  Southern  California  coast  in  winter  2009- 
2010;  this  young  male  was  photographed  in  Nestor,  San  Diego 

County  1 8 December  2009.  Photograph  by  Eric  C.  Kallen. 

Waterthrush  in  Irvine  26  Nov-16  Jan  (BED) 
had  returned  for  its  3rd  winter.  A 
MacGillivray’s  Warbler  in  Yorba  Linda,  Or- 
ange 9 Dec  (DRW)  was  unseasonable.  Casual 
in  winter,  a Hooded  Warbler  was  at  Laguna 
Dam  21  Dec  (HD).  A new  Painted  Redstart  in 
Westchester,  Los  Angeles  23  jan-7  Mar  (RSt) 
complemented  the  returning  wintering  birds 
noted  in  the  fall  report.  Very  late  Yellow- 
breasted Chats,  apparently  attempting  to  win- 
ter, were  in  different  parts  of  Del  Mar,  San 
Diego  26  Nov-27  Dec  (PL)  and  11-27  Dec 
(SES). 


SPARROWS 

THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Chipping  Sparrow  at  C.L.  26 
Dec  (SLS)  was  in  an  area  where 
previously  unrecorded  in  mid- 
winter. The  only  Clay-colored 
Sparrows  were  at  Glen  Helen 
R.P.,  San  Bernardino  2 Dec 
(MSanM)  and  continuing  from 
fall  at  Desert  Center,  Riverside 
through  3 Feb  (2;  CMcG).  Out 
of  range,  coastal  Black-throated 
Sparrows  were  in  San  Luis 
Obispo  17  Dec  (and  present 
about  a week  prior;  EL)  and  on 
the  Escondido  C.B.C.  2 Jan. 
Rare  and  local  in  winter,  a 
Grasshopper  Sparrow  was  at 
Nicholas  Flat  in  Santa  Monica  Mts.,  Los  Ange- 
les 14  Feb  (TEW,  LLA);  an  early  territorial  bird 
was  singing  at  Camp  Pendleton  n.  of  Ocean- 
side  25  Feb  (HLJ).  Red  Fox  Sparrows,  rare  but 
regular  in  winter,  were  at  Los  Osos,  San  Luis 
Obispo  25  Nov-19  Dec  (MDS),  Arroyo  Grande 
1 Dec-4  Jan  (returning  bird;  BKS),  Hansen 
Dam,  Los  Angeles  13  Feb  (KLG),  and  Bishop 
28  Nov-8  Mar  (the  first  to  winter  in  Inyo: 
KWi).  Only  a single  Swamp  Sparrow  was  re- 
ported, in  Santa  Barbara  2 Jan  (RAH);  it  was  ei- 
ther a freakishly  poor  winter  for  this  species, 
or  individuals  went  unreported.  Black-lored 
ad.  White-crowned  Sparrows,  presumably  ori- 
antha.  were  in  Westchester  16  Jan-3  Mar 
(KGL)  and  Santee,  Son  Diego  all  winter  (BM). 
Harris’s  Sparrows  were  all  on  the  n.  deserts, 
where  regular;  one  was  in  Bishop  27  Dec-22 
Jan  (with  possibly  another  2 Jan;  J&DP,  CBH), 
up  to  2 were  at  FC.R.  27  Dec-23  Jan  (SLS), 
and  one  was  near  Cantil  12  Jan  (MSanM). 

Up  to  3 McCown’s  Longspurs  were  near 
Calipatria  30  Dec-3  Jan  (BW,  PJ),  with  up  to 
80  Chestnut-collareds  in  the  same  area  22 
Dec-24  Jan  (MBr,  DB);  another  20  Chestnut- 
collareds  were  at  a regular  winter  locality  near 
Santa  Ynez,  Santa  Barbara  31  Jan  (WTF).  Sin- 
gle Lapland  Longspurs  were  in  Del  Mar  22 
Nov-16  Jan  (JK,  SES)  and  on  San  Clemente  1. 
14  Feb  (DCB);  2 were  near  Calipatria  1-2  Jan 
(PJ),  and  2 were  in  nearby  Niland  14  Feb 
(JVR).  The  male  Hepatic  Tanager  returned  for 
its  4th  winter  in  Imperial  Beach  4 Nov-10 
Apr  (MS).  Summer  Tanagers,  most  not  iden- 
tified to  subspecies,  wintered  in  impressive 
numbers;  45  birds  on  the  coastal  slope  during 
the  period  included  29  in  San  Diego  alone, 
and  additional  birds  were  in  El  Centro  11 
Jan-6  Feb  (SR)  and  near  Seeley  2 Mar 
(GMcC).  Intensive  coverage  of  well-planted 
urban  and  suburban  habitats  in  coastal  San 
Diego  also  yielded  at  least  50  wintering  West- 
ern Tanagers.  Rose-breasted  and  Black-head- 


ed Grosbeaks  were  in  a flat-footed  tie,  with  7 I 
of  each  on  the  coastal  slope  through  the  peri-  ! 

od.  A very  late  Blue  Grosbeak  was  at  Whittier  i 

Narrows,  Los  Angeles  13  Dec  (LSc).  Casual  in 
winter,  an  Indigo  Bunting  was  in  Ventura  24 
Jan  (DL). 

Two  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds  were  near 
Lompoc,  Santa  Barbara  26  Jan  (WTF);  this 
species  is  rare  on  the  n.  coast  in  winter.  A 
Common  Crackle  was  in  Newberry  Springs, 

San  Bernardino  14-16  Feb  (TAB).  Orchard 
Orioles  were  present  in  unprecedented  num- 
bers; in  addition  to  one  at  Morro  Bay  9-28  Feb 
(KLP),  5 were  on  the  s.  coast  of  Santa  Barbara 
8 Dec+,  3 were  in  coastal  Orange  during  the 
period,  and  11  were  in  the  coastal  lowlands  of  . 
San  Diego.  Orchards  appeared  to  outnumber 
Hooded  Orioles  (with  11  of  the  latter  report- 
ed on  the  coastal  slope);  Hooded  Orioles  in 
the  interior,  where  casual  in  winter,  were  in 
Bakersfield  2 Jan+  (returning  for  its  4th  win- 
ter; KH-L),  Borrego  Springs  from  fall  through 
2 Feb  (RT),  and  at  N.E.S.S.  2 Jan  (DAG).  At  ' 
least  67  Bullock’s  Orioles  on  the  coastal  slope 
included  up  to  47  in  San  Diego;  one  in  Ridge- 
crest, Kern  31  Jan-1  Feb  QSe)  was  at  an  un- 
usual locality  for  midwinter.  Reflecting  the 
high  winter  oriole  numbers,  up  to  11  Balti- 
more Orioles  were  reported  on  the  coast, 
though  2 of  these  were  thought  possibly  to 
have  been  Baltimore  x Bullock’s  hybrids.  A 
Scott’s  Oriole  in  Montecito,  Santa  Barbara  2 
Jan  (JEL)  was  in  an  area  where  regular  in  win- 
ter. Lawrence’s  Goldfinches  are  normally  ab- 
sent from  Carrizo  Plain  in  e.  San  Luis  Obispo 
in  winter,  so  flocks  of  up  to  30  there  10-17  Jan 
(MBr,  KS)  were  of  note.  Just  e.  of  there,  a flock 
of  174  was  at  Buena  Vista  Lake  21  Dec  (RAB). 

The  only  Evening  Grosbeaks  reported  were  8 
at  Mountain  Home  Village  in  the  San 
Bernardino  Mts.  27  Jan  (MSanM). 

Addendum;  A Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  pho- 
tographed in  Ventura  5 Oct  2009  (David  Har- 
ter) provides  one  of  a few  modern-day  records 
for  coastal  s.  California. 

Cited  observers  (County  coordinators  in 
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Fitch  OoF),  Wes  T.  Fritz,  Kimball  L.  Garrett 
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Levinson  (Kem),  Roger  Higson,  Justin  M. 
Hite,  Chris  B.  Howard,  W.  Terry  Hunefeld, 
Oscar  Johnson  (Ventura),  H.  Lee  Jones,  Paul 
Jorgensen,  Eric  G.  Kallen,  Peggy  Kearns,  Jay 
Keller  O^K),  Nancy  Kenyon,  John  Kelly 
(JoK),  Alexander  E.  Koonce  (San  Bernardi- 
no), Dave  Krueper,  Kenneth  Z.  Kurland,  Ken 
& Brenda  Kyle  (K&BK),  Paul  Labhart,  Kevin 
G.  Larson,  Ernie  Lawrence,  Andrew  K.  Lee, 
Paul  E.  Lehman,  Joan  E.  Lentz,  Nick  A.  Letha- 
by,  Jim  Lomax,  John  Luther,  Dee  Lyon,  Curtis 
A.  Marantz,  Michael  Martin  (MMa),  Guy  Mc- 
Caskie  (Imperial),  Cathy  McFadden,  Chet 


McGaugh,  Robert  McKernan,  Michel  Mifsud 
(MMi),  Bartshe  S.  Miller,  Bob  Miller  (BMi), 
Darryl  Montgomery,  Brennan  Mulrooney 
(BM),  Brynne  Mulrooney  (BMu),  Bonnie 
Nash,  Leo  Ohtsuki,  Bob  Packard,  Jim  & Deb- 
by  Parker  O&DP),  Ruel  L.  Patterson,  Robert 
T,  Patton,  Dave  Pereksta,  Kaaren  L.  Perry, 
David  W.  Povey  Sandy  Remley,  J.  Van  Rem- 
sen,  Carlton  J.  Rochester,  Jim  Roe  QiR), 
David  Roine,  Kim  Roth,  Jonathan  Rowley 
(JoR),  Martin  Ruan,Joan  Rubin  ORu),  Gloria 
Rusta,  Mike  San  Miguel,  Matt  Sadowski,  Lar- 
ry Sansone  (LSa),  Bob  Schallmann,  Mark  & 
Janet  Scheel  (M&JS),  Larry  Schmahl  (LSc), 
Stepheney  R.  Schneider,  Joyce  Seibold  OSe), 
Kathy  Sharum,  Jack  Shedd  QSh),  Alison  M. 
Sheehey  Maggie  L.  Smith,  Steve  Smith  (SSm), 
Susan  E.  Smith,  Justyn  T.  Stahl  (San 
Clemente  Island),  Susan  L.  Steele,  Mike  D. 


Stiles,  Douglas  G.  Stinson,  Russell  Stone 
(RSt),  Ed  Stonick,  David  Sussman,  Richard 
Sutton  (RSu),  Sandy  Swan  (SSw),  Robert  The- 
riault, Jennifer  Tobin,  Michelle  Tobin,  Steve 
Tucker,  Philip  Unitt,  Jean  Van  Hulzen,  Wim 
van  Dam,  Brad  Waggoner,  Ken  Weaver 
(KWe),  Michael  Wienholt,  Dan  Williams, 
Douglas  R.  Willick  (Orange),  Kay  Wilson 
(KWi),  Shauna  Wolf,  Tom  E.  Wurster,  Roger 
H.  Zachary.  An  additional  25±  observers  who 
could  not  be  individually  acknowledged  sub- 
mitted reports;  all  have  our  thanks.  ^ 


Guy  McCaskie,  954  Grove  Avenue 

Imperial  Beach,  California  91932,  (guymcc@pacbell.net) 

Kimball  L.  Garrett 

Natural  History  Museum  of  Los  Angeles  County 

900  Exposition  Boulevard,  Los  Angeles,  California  90007 

(kgarrett@nhm.org) 


Baja  California  Peninsula  | 


Ensenada 


Richard  A.  Erickson 
Roberto  Carmona 
Gorgonio  Ruiz~Campos 


It  was  an  eventful  season,  with  the  real 
highlight  being  the  discovery  of  a place, 
not  a bird:  see  Special  Attention  feature  on 
the  Llanos  Hiray.  Firsts  found  included 
Eurasian  Teal  and  Parakeet  Auklet  for  Mexi- 
co, confirmed  Eastern  Meadowlark  for  the 
Region,  and  Mountain  Bluebird  for  Baja  Cali- 
fornia Sur.  Other  great  birds  included  Tundra 
Swan,  Long-tailed  Jaeger,  Groove-billed  Ani, 
japonicus  American  Pipit,  and  Scarlet  Tanag- 
er.  Four  species  were  found  farther  south  on 
the  peninsula  than  ever  before;  Eurasian  Col- 


lared-Dove, Western  Bluebird,  Black-throated 
Green  Warbler,  and  Great-tailed  Grackle. 
Waterfowl,  swallow,  and  sparrow  numbers 
were  generally  good. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Winter  waterfowl  reached  the  Region  in  good 
numbers  this  season.  In  addition  to  the  Llanos 
Hiray  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  (see  S.  A. 
box),  more  than  100  and  10  were  seen  at  three 
spots  each  in  the  n.  and  s.  states,  respectively. 
Meanwhile,  the  resident  bird  was  seen  again  in 
Tijuana  21  Mar,  as  was  the  likewise  dysfunc- 
tional Ross’s  Goose  (ph.  MJB).  Two  migratory 
Ross’s  Geese  were  at  El  Rosario  27-28  Nov 
(ph.  GR-C).  On  the  s.  gulf  coast,  9 Snow 
Geese  and  33  Brant  were  seen  at  various  loca- 
tions from  Loreto  to  Estero  San  Jose;  no  Snow 
Geese  were  seen  in  Baja  California.  Two  Aleu- 
tian Cackling  Geese  were  at  El  Rosario  27-28 
Nov  (ph.  GR-C),  and  7 were  at  Estero 
San  Jose  8 Jan  (SGM,  BW),  but  white- 
cheeked geese  were  otherwise  un- 
recorded. The  biggest  waterfowl  event 
was  the  ad.  Tundra  Swan  at  Guerrero 
Negro  21  Dec  (ph.  AG-A),  the  hrst  Re- 
gional record  this  century.  Noteworthy 
non-Llanos  Hiray  ducks  were  an  ad. 
male  Eurasian  Wigeon  at  Lagunita  El 
Cipres  3-4  Mar  (ph.  EDZH,  DJP,  KAR; 
same  bird  as  last  spring?),  a high 
count  of  48  Ring-necked  Ducks  at  Es- 
tero San  Jose  8 Jan  (SGM,  BW),  and  3 
Greater  Scaup  there  5-6  Mar  (ph. 

PAG),  a White-winged  Scoter  at  Estero 


Punta  Banda  28  Dec  (MJB,  ph.  MRT),  and 
Hooded  Mergansers  at  Guerrero  Negro  14-15 
Dec  (ph.  RC,  AH)  and  at  La  Ribera  (6  on  17 
Mar;  ph.  SGM,  RM). 

Laysan  Albatrosses  have  been  suspected  of 
nesting  at  Rocas  Alijos  since  1976  (Western 
Birds  16:  81-83);  one  of  12  birds  there  28-29 
Dec  “attempted  to  land  on  one  of  the  rock 
spires”  (ph.  RBM).  Other  seabirds  seen  at  that 
time  included  one  or  2 Leach’s  Storm-Petrels, 
50-75  Masked  Boobies,  10+  Brown  Boobies, 
and  100+  Magnificent  Frigatebirds  (RBM). 
Although  Brown  Boobies  were  not  reported 
from  the  rocks  in  earlier  literature,  they  were 
first  seen  there  by  McNab  in  2000.  Punta  Are- 
na is  best  known  for  tubenoses  in  the  summer 
months,  but  845  Black-vented  Shearwaters 
were  counted  flying  southward  there  14  Jan;  8 
Red-billed  Tropicbirds  were  seen  at  the  same 
time  and  place  (SGM,  BW).  At  least  one 


At  Guerrero  Negro,  Baja  California  Sur,  this  adult  Tundra  Swan  pho- 
tographed 21  December  2009  was  the  first  seen  on  the  Baja  California 
Peninsula  since  the  1990s.  Photograph  by  Antonio  Gutierrez-Aguilar. 
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Far  off  the  Pacific  coast  of  Baja  California  Sur,  this  Laysan 
Albatross  passed  Rocas  Alijos  28  December  2009.  Photo- 
graph by  Robert  B.  McNab. 


This  Groove-billed  Ani  nearTodos  Santos,  Baja  California  Sur 
7 March  2010  was  the  second  noted  in  the  state  in  four 
months,  after  a hiatus  of  24  years  in  state  records.  Photo- 
graph by  Elaine  and  Reed  Cundiff. 

American  Bittern  was  at  Lagunita  El  Cipres  29 
Nov-31  Dec  (EDZH),  and  at  least  one  was  at 
Estero  San  Jose  3-17  Mar  (MJ,  ED,  MDC). 
Least  Bitterns  at  the  same  locations  28  Dec 
(MjB)  and  8 Jan-5  Mar  (SGM  et  al.),  respec- 
tively, were  also  unusual. 

The  agricultural  Mexicali  Valley  was  fertile 
ground  for  hawks  on  6 Eeb,  with  3 Red- 
shouldered, 14  Swainson’s,  and  one  Zone- 
tailed seen  (KAR,  CR).  The  Swainson’s  may 
have  been  early  migrants,  but  the  Zone-tailed 
was  at  the  same  location  as  the  winter  before. 
Another  northerly  Zone-tailed  Hawk  was  at 
Tecate  8 Jan-14  Feb  (ph.  JS).  Noteworthy 
hawks  in  Baja  California  Sur  included  a Red- 
shouldered at  El  Oro  13  Jan  (SGM,  BW); 
Broad-wingeds  at  Cerro  San  Felipe  31  Jan  and 
El  Rosario  2 Mar  ph-  DR),  and  on  the 
road  to  San  Antonio  de  la  Sierra  15  Mar 
(SGM,  RM);  a Swainson’s  at  Miraflores  16  Mar 
(SGM,  RM);  and  at  least  7 Zone-taileds  from 
Mulege  to  Cabo  San  Lucas.  An  apparent  suck- 
ley  i Merlin  was  far  s.,  on  the  road  to  San  An- 
tonio de  la  Sierra,  13  Jan  (ph.  SGM,  BW). 

This  winter’s  Mountain  Plover  sighting  was 
from  Camalii,  where  25  were  seen  on  15  Feb 
(PH).  All  but  one  of  the  Region’s  records  in  this 
century  are  from  within  20  km  of  there.  The 


only  Solitary  Sandpiper  reported  was  at  Estero 
San  Jose  23-24  Jan  QT,  DT).  Red  Phalaropes 
showed  well  during  a trip  through  peninsular 
waters  23-27  Feb,  with  1620  tallied  from  s.  of 
Islas  Todos  Santos  to  Bahia  Magdalena  (PAG). 
This  year’s  winter  tern  harvest  in  the  Cape  Dis- 
trict was  fairly  typical,  with  5 Gull-billeds,  5 
Commons,  and  6 Elegants  found  in  Jan  (SGM, 
BW).  Likewise,  6 Long-tailed  Jaegers  in  the 
vicinity  of  Isla  Santa  Cruz  1-3  Mar  (PAG)  ex- 
tended the  string  of  consecutive  winters  with 
records  from  the  s.  Gulf  of  California  to  hve.  In 
terms  of  the  national  list,  the  season’s  highlight 
was  a Parakeet  Auklet  seen  27.6  km  ssw.  of 
Cabo  Colonet  (30°  43’  N,  116°  26’  W)  on  8 Feb 
(tMJ,  AP).  The  species  had  been  documented 
previously  almost  as  far  s.  (in  U.S.  waters  212 
km  sw.  of  San  Nicolas  1.)  but  never  before  in 
Mexican  waters. 

DOVES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

This  winter,  we  write  what  should  be  the  hnal 
chapter  on  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  in  the 
Region,  at  least  geographically.  After  first  be- 
ing recorded  in  the  Region  on  5 May  2001, 
one  at  Estero  San  Jose  on  9 Jan  (ph.  SGM, 
BW)  was  the  hrst  found  at  the  tip  of  the 
peninsula.  Groove-billed  Ani  was  recorded 
for  the  first  time  in  24  years  in  Nov.  The  next 
record  followed  quickly,  with  one  at  Playa  San 
Pedrito,  near  Todos  Santos,  7 Mar  (ph. 
E&RC).  The  only  Short-eared  Owl  found  was 
a dead  one  at  La  Salina  27  Dec  (PP,  RAE),  but 
it  established  the  first  specimen  record  for 
Baja  California  (UABC  1881).  At  Estero  San 
Jose,  45  Vaux’s  Swifts  on  9 Jan  (ph.  SGM,  BW) 
was  an  unprecedented  showing  for  the  Cape 
District.  Nine  swifts  remained  on  5 Mar 
(PAG),  and  the  last  one  was  seen  11  Mar 
(SGM,  RM).  The  two  Christmas  Bird  Counts 
in  ne.  Baja  California  gen- 
erated reports  of  a Gray 
Flycatcher  along  the  low- 
er Rio  Colorado  17  Dec 
(OH-H,  JJB;  only  Empi- 
donax  reported  in  the 
state)  and  40  Vermilion 
Flycatchers  and  8 Ash- 
throated  Flycatchers  in 
the  Rio  Hardy  area  18  Dec 
(fide  ACE).  Five  Western 
Kingbirds  were  found  in 
the  Cape  Dictrict  (SGM, 

BW,  RM). 

Eleven  and  26  Logger- 
head  Shrikes  were  tallied 
on  the  two  ne.  Christmas 
Bird  Counts,  respectively, 
but  the  species  went  un- 
recorded again  on  the  En- 
senada count  (fide  OH-H, 


ACE,  MJB).  Notable  vireo  observations  in  Baja 
California  included  a Gray  at  Bahia  de  los  An- 
geles 6-12  Jan  (ph.  GF,  ME)  and  a Plumbeous 
on  the  Maneadero  Plain  28  Dec  (tPP).  The 
winter  swallow  scene  was  much  improved 
from  last  year,  with  Tree,  Northern-Rough- 
winged,  and  Barn  found  in  both  states;  Violet- 
greens  reported  in  low  numbers  in  Baja  Cali- 
fornia Sur;  and  up  to  40  Bank  Swallows  at  Es- 
tero San  Jose  5-10  Mar  (PAG,  ph.  SGM,  RM) 
being  the  best  showing  in  more  than  20  years. 

No  Cliff  Swallows  were  found.  Ruby-crowned 
Kinglets  winter  in  good  numbers  in  the  moun- 
tains of  Baja  California  Sur,  but  they  are  rare  in 
the  lowlands,  where  one  was  seen  at  Lagunas 
de  Chametla  20  Feb  (PH).  It  was  a flight  year 
for  Western  and  (at  least  initially)  Mountain 
Bluebirds  in  the  deserts  of  California  and  Ari- 
zona (fide  PEL),  and  both  species  were  found 
in  the  deserts  of  ne.  Baja  California  16-18  Nov 
(RAE,  MSM),  so  it  is  perhaps  no  surprise  that 
they  established  southerly  records  this  year.  A 
male  Western  Bluebird  8 km  s.  of  Villa  Jesus 
Maria  16  Feb  (tPH)  flirted  with  the  state  line,  i 
while  a female  Mountain  Bluebird  at  Lagunas  i 
de  Chametla  11  Jan  (ph.  SGM,  BW)  got  the 
job  done  in  establishing  the  first  Baja  Califor-  • 
nia  Sur  record.  Single  Sage  Thrashers  were  re-  | 
ported  from  near  San  Telmo  15  Feb  (PH)  and  : 
the  Guerrero  Negro  saltworks  15  Dec  (RC,  ! 
AH).  An  apparent  japonicus  American  Pipit  j 
was  at  Lagunas  de  Chametla  11  Jan  (ph., 
tSGM),  but  Red-throated  Pipit  went  missing 
for  the  first  winter  since  2004. 

In  addition  to  the  ubiquitous  Orange-  | 
crowned  Warblers  in  the  Cape  District,  one 
Tennessee,  2 Nashville,  and  4 Lucy’s  Warblers  i 
were  found  (SGM  et  al).  A Yellow  Warbler  in  ' 
the  Mexicali  Valley  at  Murguia  18  Dec  (RAE  et  ' 
al.)  is  one  of  surprisingly  few  ever  found  in 


Estero  San  Jose  in  Baja  California  Sur  is  a natural  concentration  site  for  aerial  insecti- 
vores.  Up  to  45  Vaux's  Swifts  and  40  Bank  Swallows  were  seen  in  winter  2009-2010, 
allowing  for  the  first  photographic  documentation  for  both  species  in  the  state — the 
swift  on  9 January,  the  swallow  on  10  March.  Photographs  by  Steven  G.  MIodinow. 
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MIodinow,  Palacios,  and  Galindo  Espinosa  provided  the  following  sunsmary  of  the  first  bird  surveys  of  a vast  freshwater  and  grassland  complex  in  Baja  California  Sur. 

Llanos  de  Hiray  is  an  endorheic  basin  approximately  150  km  nw.  of  La  Paz.This  area  is  mostly  a patchwork  of  grassy  plains  and  cactus  "forests"  consisting  primarily  of  cholla  (predominantly  Op- 
untia  chollo),  Pitahaya  {Machaerocereusgummosus),  and  Cardon  (Pochycereuspringlei).  Towards  the  nw.  end  of  the  Llanos,  about  15  km  e,  of  Bahia  Magdalena,  lies  a lagoon  that  floods  during 
the  Jul-Nov  hurricane  season  and  then  slowly  dissipates  until  the  next  hurricane  season  arrives.  The  size  of  this  lagoon  likely  varies  greatly  from  year  to  year,  dependent  on  rainfall,  and  its"usu- 
al"  maximum  size  is  not  well  known.  Notably,  though,  local  residents  state  that  it  rarely  completely  evaporates. 

Palacios  and  Alan  Harper  first  visited  the  area  in  Dec  2009  to  evaluate  potential  human  impact  on  the  endemic  grass  Tuctoria  fragilis  that  exists  only  at  this  vernal  lagoon.  The  spectacular 
number  of  birds  encountered  that  day  dearly  warranted  another  visit.  To  this  end,  we  returned  with  three  others  on  1 2 Jan  and  with  Ryan  Merrill  on  1 3 Mar. 

Several  characteristics  of  Llanos  Hiray  were  readily  evident.  Unlike  the  situation  in  most  of  Baja  California  Sur,  grassland  species  such  as  Say's  Phoebe,  Horned  Lark,  Lark  Bunting,  Vesper  Spar- 
row, and  Western  Meadowlark  were  fairly  common  to  abundant,  and  several  imm.  Bald  Eagles  from  the  small  breeding  population  at  Bahia  Magdalena  were  usually  visible  at  the  lagoon. 

As  in  Dec,  the  return  trips  encountered  an  astounding  abundance  of  birds.  The  grasslands  and  cholla  woodlands  were  thick  with  sparrows,  in  Jan  yielding  conservative  estimates  of  400  Qay- 
colored,  2900  Brewer's,  and  500  Lark  Sparrows,  plus  450  Lark  Buntings.  Additionally,  225  Crested  Caracaras,  80  Northern  Mockingbirds,  and  200  Western  Meadowlarks  were  tallied.  Exception- 
al landbird  counts  during  the  Mar  excursion  included  7 Harris's  Hawks,  620  Mourning  Doves,  14  Loggerhead  Shrikes,  plus  450  Clay-colored,  1 700  Lark,  and  17  Grasshopper  Sparrows.  These  num- 
bers are  all  the  more  mind-boggling  when  one  considers  that  the  observers  spent  much  of  their  day  studying  waterbirds,  and  only  a tiny  fraction  of  the  passerine  habitat  was  visited. 

On  1 2 Jan,  the  lagoon  was  approximately  5 x 7 km  in  size,  much  of  which  was  easily  surveyed.  By  Mar,  the  lagoon  had  lost  about  40%  of  its  surface  area,  and  the  water  that  remained  was 
harder  to  access.  Important,  or  impressive,  tallies  of  waterbirds  included  190  Greater  White-fronted  Geese,  3400  Cinnamon  Teal,  500  Northern  Shovelers,  3000  Northern  Pintails,  585  Black-bel- 
lied Plovers,  700  Greater  Yellowlegs,  375  Long-billed  Curlews,  and  5000  Long-billed  Dowitchers  in  Jan  and  2400  Biue-winged  Teals,  500  Northern  Shovelers,  400  White-faced  Ibis,  and  600  Black- 
necked Stilts  in  Mar. 

For  perspective,  prior  to  2010,  the  Peninsular  maxima  for  Clay-colored,  Brewer's,  and  Lark  Sparrow  were  90, 300,  and  551,  respectively.  The  counts  of  Greater  White-fronted  Goose,  Cinna- 
mon Teal,  and  Blue-winged  Teal  from  the  Llanos  exceeded  prior  Peninsular  maxima  by  fivefold  or  more.  The  1 7 Grasshopper  Sparrows  on  1 3 Mar  provided  the  Peninsula's  first  double-digit  count. 
Given  the  habitat  at  Llanos  Hiray,  one  wonders  if  Grasshopper  Sparrows  might  breed  at  this  location,  though  the  nearest  known  breeding  population  is  more  than  800  km  away  in  the  Penin- 
sula's northwest.  Species  considered  threatened  or  endangered  in  Mexico  found  include  Reddish  Egret,  Bald  Eagle,  Northern  Harrier,  Harris's  Hawk,  Merlin,  and  Peregrine  Falcon.  Several  other 
species  of  conservation  interest  were  also  present. 

Rarities  encountered  included  3 Snow  Geese,  2 Canvasbacks,  2 Greater  Scaup,  and  a Sage  Thrasher  in  Jan,  March  was  more  prolific  from  this  angle,  with  a White-tailed  Kite,  Mexico's  first 
Eurasian  Teal  (A.  c.  aecca;  ph.  RM,  tSGM),  a Chestnut-collared  Longspur  (ph.  SGM),  and  the  Region's  first  confirmed  Eastern  Meadowlark  (ph.,tSGM;  heard  singing  and  calling,  cf.  Mono- 
graphs in  Field  Ornithology  3: 191).  Notably,  exceptional  numbers  of  Clay-colored  Sparrows,  Lark  Buntings,  and  oriantha  White-crowned  Sparrows  were  found  this  year.  These  taxa  reach  Baja 
California  Sur  by  migrating  across  the  Gulf  of  California.  One  wonders  if  this  influx  is  related  to  the  occurrence  of  Eastern  Meadowlark  and  Chestnut-collared  Longspur  at  Llanos  Hiray  and  about 
the  potential  for  other  grassland  birds,  such  as  Cassin's  Sparrow,  wandering  to  Llanos  Hiray  or  similarly  attractive  locations. 

Finally,  and  most  importantly,  these  observations  show  that  Llanos  Hiray  is  a critical  area  to  preserve  for  reasons  beyond  the  endemic  Tuctoria  fragilis  and  another  Magdalena  Plain  endem- 
ic, the  strange  cactus  named  Creeping  Devil,  Machaerocereus  eruca. 


the  Region’s  ne.  corner  during  the  winter  pe- 
riod. A Northern  Waterthrush  in  Tijuana  21 
Mar  (ph.  MJB)  was  the  only  one  found  in  Baja 
California.  Really  rare  Regional  warblers  were 
all  in  the  Cape  District;  a Black-throated 
Green  Warbler  and  an  Ovenbird  at  Caduano 
15  Jan  (tSGM,  TBW),  and  Hooded  Warblers 
in  the  foothills  of  the  Sierra  de  La  Laguna  at 
Ejido  San  Simon  TO  Dec  (DGE,  JAC)  and  Mi- 
raflores  16  Mar  (SGM, 

RM).  The  Black-throated 
Green  established  the  first 
state  record  away  from  the 
Vizcaino  Pen.  region. 

Clay-colored  Sparrows 
were  found  in  exceptional 
numbers  this  year,  high- 
lighted by  575  at  Estero 
San  Jose  11  Mar  and  530 
at  Chametla  12  Mar 
(SGM,  RM).  We  receive 
few  winter  reports  of 
Black-chinned  Sparrow, 
so  2 about  10  km  e.  of 
Guerrero  Negro  21  Feb 


(PH)  were  noteworthy.  Away  from  Llanos  Hi- 
ray, grassland  sparrows  were  found  in  Baja 
California  Sur  at  El  Centenario  (2  Vespers, 
one  Grasshopper)  and  Estero  San  Jose  (one 
Vesper).  In  Baja  California,  the  Rio  Hardy 
C.B.C.  18  Dec  included  18  Vesper  Sparrows 
(fide  ACE).  Boreal  sparrows  in  nw.  Baja  Cali- 
fornia included  4 White-throated  Sparrows 
and  a Slate-colored  Junco. 


In  addition  to  Western  Tanagers  in  the 
Cape  District,  3 Summer  and  5 Western  Tan- 
agers were  seen  in  the  northwest  and  4 Sum- 
mer Tanagers  were  in  the  Cape  District.  All 
were  exceeded  by  the  female  Scarlet  Tanager 
at  the  biosphere  reserve  gate  on  the  road  to 
San  Antonio  de  la  Sierra  13  Jan  (tSGM,  tBW). 
The  Region's  only  previous  winter  period 
sighting  was  at  Ensenada  19  Dec  2002.  In  the 


This  American  Pipit  near  La  Paz,  Baja  California  Sur  11  January  2010  was  identified  as  a weakly  marked  example  of  the  subspecks  japonicus.  Photographs 
by  Steven  6.  MIodinow. 
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Winner  of  the  Baja  1 000:  this  Eurasian  Collared-Dove  at  Es- 
tero  San  Jose  9 January  201 0 was  the  first  recorded  from 
the  southern  tip  of  the  Baja  California  Peninsula,  less  than 
nine  years  after  the  Peninsula's  first  record.  Photograph  by 

Steven  G.  MIodinow. 


northwest,  a returning  male  Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak  was  at  Cantamar  27  Dec  (ph.  PAG, 
WF),  and  in  the  south  an  Indigo  Bunting  was 
at  Caduano  17  Mar  (ph.  SGM,  RM).  Great- 
tailed Grackle’s  southward  march  in  the  Re- 
gion has  been  slower  than  expected,  but 
progress  was  made  this  season,  with  birds  seen 
half  way  down  the  gulf  coast  of  Baja  California 
Sur  at  Loreto  29  Dec  and  25  Jan  (TFI).  Multi- 
ple Orchard  Orioles  were  widely  seen  at  Es- 
tero  San  Jose,  with  a maximum  of  6 recorded 
3 Mar  (PAG).  One  outlier  was  at  El  Cente- 
nario  12  Mar  (SGM,  RM).  In  contrast,  a Bul- 
locks Oriole  at  Tecate  4 Dec-1  Jan  (jS)  was 
the  only  one  reported.  A Pine  Siskin  was  in  the 
Vizcaino  Desert  at  Bahia  de  los  Angeles  31 
Jan-8  Feb  (GF,  MF). 

Contributors:  Victor  Ayala,  Giff  Beaton,  Mark 
J.  Billings,  Jose  Juan  Butrdn,  Alejandra  Calvo 
Fonseca,  Roberto  Carmona,  Jose  Alfredo 
Castillo,  Rafael  Cruz-Lopez,  Elaine  and  Reed 
Cundiff,  Lynn  Dunlap,  Richard  A.  Erickson, 
Daniel  Galindo  Espinosa,  George  Flicker, 
Mary  Flicker,  Wes  Fritz,  Peter  A.  Gaede,  Jose 
Emer  Garcia,  Antonio  Gutierrez-Aguilar,  Tom 
Haglund,  Adriana  Hernandez,  Osvel  Hinojosa- 
Huerta,  Steve  N.  G.  Howell,  W.  Terry  Hune- 
feld,  Pamela  Hunt,  Marshall  J.  Iliff,  Sophie 


Jaquier,  Morten  Jorgensen,  Paul  E.  Lehman, 
Ron  LeValley,  Guadalupe  Marrdn,  Guy  Mc- 
Caskie,  Robert  B.  McNab,  Ryan  Merrill,  Steven 
G.  MIodinow,  Hugo  Ortiz,  Eduardo  Palacios, 
Andreas  Petersen,  David  J.  Powell,  David  W. 
Povey,  Peter  Pyle,  Cindy  Radamaker,  Kurt  A. 
Radamaker,  Arlene  Ripley,  David  Rojo,  Gor- 
gonio  Ruiz-Campos,  Matt  Sadowski,  Mike  San 
Miguel,  Eduardo  Soto  Montoya,  John  Spencer, 
Joe  Sweeney  QS),  Matthew  R.  Teutimez, 
Deirdre  Turnbull,  Jim  Turnbull,  John  Ve- 
lasquez, Brad  Waggoner,  Doug  Wood,  Enrique 
D.  Zamora-Hernandez.  © 
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WHAT  DO 

INDOOR  CATS  MISS? 


^ Getting  stolen 
>-  Getting  hit  by  a car 
Fatal  feline  diseases 
>-  Dog  attacks 
>•  Abscesses 
>-  Worms 
>■  Fleas 
Killing  birds  ^ Ticks 
Getting  lost 


Protect  cats,  birds,  and 
other  wildlife  by 
keeping  cats  indoors! 


'T— 

AMERICAN  BIRD 
CONSERVANCY 


for  more  inform.irion,  contact: 

American  Bird  Conservancy,  Ca/s  Indoors! 
1731  Cainnccticut  Avenue,  KAN' 
Washington,  IOC  20009 
Phone:  202-2.34-7181  • Fa.\:  202-234-7182 
Web:  www.abcbirds.org  • ( ’.-inail:  abc@abcbirds.org 
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Temperatures  were  unseasonably  cold  through- 
out the  country  during  this  period,  with  record 
lows  reported  in  many  parts  of  the  southeast 
and  heavy  snowfalls  in  parts  of  northern  Mexi- 
co. Breaking  their  pattern  of  the  past  20  years  of 
visiting  the  country  only  every  two  winters, 
Cedar  Waxwings  showed  up  in  various  parts  of 
Mexico  in  January  and  February. 

NORTHERN  MEXICO 


DUCKS  THROUGH  NIGHTJARS 

Three  juv.  Brant  were  observed  at  San  Bias  24 
Jan  (RC).  A male  Hooded  Merganser  crossed 
to  the  Mexican  side  of  the  Rio  Grande  across 
from  Anzalduas  County  Park,  Hildago,  TX  29 
Dec  (TB,  JB).  Three  Wood  Storks  were  on  the 
Rio  Mayo  at  Alamos,  Son.  21  Feb  (MB).  An  ad. 
Bald  Eagle  was  at  Presa  Casa  de  Janos  31  Dec 
(WH).  On  3 Jan,  a Red-shouldered  Hawk  was 
on  the  Nazas  R.  at  La  Isla;  this  is  at  least  the 
5th  consecutive  winter  this  raptor  has  been 
recorded  in  the  subregion  (MRLL,  FVP).  Well 
n.  of  its  normal  winter  range,  an  imm.  Zone- 
tailed Hawk  was  on  the  Rio  Casas  Grandes  at 
Casas  Grandes,  Chih.  2 Jan  (SD,  ph.  WH,  SJ, 
DM,  DS).  Two  Golden  Eagles  were  at  Los  Ra- 
tones  near  Rio  El  Uno,  Chih.  31  Dec  (WH).  A 
color-banded  imm.  Aplomado  Falcon  was  dis- 
covered w.  of  El  Berrendo,  Chih.  3 Jan  (WH, 
DS);  further  investigation  revealed  that  it  had 
come  from  one  of  the  Peregrine  Fund’s  release 
sites  near  Lordsburg,  NM. 

On  22  Dec,  a group  of  39  Sandhill  Cranes 
was  observed  foraging  on  the  shore  of  Tanque 
Aguilereno  in  Viesca,  Coah.  (FVP,  HE,  AM, 
MR,  FVL),  while  more  than  800  were  seen  at 
Ascension,  Chih.  30  Dec,  and  250  were  near 
El  Berrendo,  Chih.  3 Jan  (both  WH,  DS).  Five 
Mountain  Plovers  were  at  Ignacio  Zaragoza, 
Chih.  31  Dec  (SF).  Two  ad.  Mew  Gulls  were 
at  the  Puerto  Penasco  municipal  landfill  19 
Feb  (ph.  CB,  ph.  DS).  A total  of  at  least  8 first- 


cycle  Western  Gulls  was  observed  near  Puer- 
to Penasco  20-21  Feb  (CB,  ph.  DS);  a first-cy- 
cle Glaucous  Gull  was  there  19  Dec  (RH),  and 
a second-cycle  Glaucous  was  at  the  nearby 
landfill  20  Feb  (ph.  CB,  ph.  DS).  A first-cycle 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  was  at  the  Puerto 
Penasco  sewage  plant  21  Feb,  and  an  ad. 
Black  Tern  was  there  the  previous  day  (both 
ph.  CB,  ph.  DS).  On  24  Jan,  an  ad.  Sandwich 
Tern  was  at  the  Agiabampo  estero.  Son.  (ph. 
AH,  EM,  BZ).  A rare  record  for  the  El  Cielo  re- 
gion, Tamps.,  a Gray-headed  Dove  was  cap- 
tured at  a banding  station  in  Gomez  Farias  8 


Feb  (BC,  DM,  SR,  ph.  LS).  A Lesser  Roadrun- 
ner  was  in  a bush  above  the  Rio  Mayo  at 
Alamos,  Son.  21  Feb  (MB).  Two  Barred  Owls 
and  an  Eared  Poorwill  were  attracted  by  au- 
diotape at  La  Noria,  Nay.  6 Jan  (MC  et  al). 

TROGONS  THROUGH  BLACKBIRDS 

Single  Mountain  Trogons  were  below  normal 
elevations  in  Gomez  Farias  2 (BC,  LS)  & 24 
Feb  (BC),  both  occasions  following  the  pas- 
sage of  strong  cold  fronts.  Two  Hammond’s 
Flycatchers  were  captured  at  a banding  sta- 
tion in  Gomez  Farias  17  Feb  (BC,  DM),  also 
below  normal  elevation  after  the  passage  of  a 
strong  cold  front.  A Willow  Flycatcher  was 
heard  calling  along  the  Rio  Mayo  at  Alamos, 
Son.  21  Feb  (MB).  An  Eastern  Phoebe  was  at 
Presa  Casa  dejanos,  Chih.  31  Dec  (ph.  WH  et 
al.).  On  1 Feb,  an  imm.  male  Rose-throated 
Becard  was  recorded  on  the  Nazas  R.  in 
Canon  de  Fernandez  S.P.;  this  is  the  2nd 
record  of  this  species  for  the  subregion  fol- 
lowing the  first  in  2003  (MRLL,  ph.  FVP).  A 
first  record  for  Sinaloa,  10  Clark’s  Nutcrack- 
ers were  observed  at  Rancho  Liebre,  El  Palmi- 
to  28  Feb  (RV).  Six  Crissal  Thrashers  count- 
ed on  the  14th  Janos/Ejido  San  Pedro  C.B.C. 
1 Jan  set  a new  record  high  count  (DM  et  al.). 
Beginning  7 Jan,  small  flocks  (10-50  individ- 
uals) of  Cedar  Waxwings  were  present  at  the 
campus  of  Instituto  Tecnoldgico  de  La  Lagu- 
na in  Torreon,  Coah.  appearing  in  the  subre- 


Originally  released  near  Lordsburg,  New  Mexico  by  The 
Peregrine  Fund,  this  immature  Aplomado  Falcon  turned  up 
near  El  Berrendo,  Chihuahua  on  3 January  2010.  Photo- 
graph by  William  H.  Howe. 

gion  for  the  2nd  consecutive  year  (MRLL, 
FVP).  Below  normal  elevation  and  in  semi- 
deciduous  thorn  forest  habitat  was  a flock  of 
10  Gray  Silky- flycatchers  on  the  road  between 
Gomez  Farias  and  El  Azteca,  Tamps.  20  Feb 
(ph.  BC);  a Phainopepla  was  observed  at 
Gomez  Farias  in  similar  habitat  5 Jan  (BC). 

Single  Yellow-throated  Warblers  were  seen 
in  Nuevo  Vallarta,  Nay.  31  Dec  (ph.  JOM)  and 
25  Jan  (ph.  MG),  as  well  as  in  Monterrey,  NL 
1 (ph.  lAR)  & 6 Feb  (ph.  RV).  An  ad.  male 
American  Redstart  captured  at  a banding  sta- 
tion in  Gomez  Farias  17  Feb  provided  a rare 
winter  record  (ph.  BC,  DM).  Below  normal  el- 
evation, a Slate-throated  Redstart  was  ob- 
served in  Gomez  Farias  9 Jan  after  the  passage 
of  a strong  cold  front  (BC,  DM,  ph.  LS).  On  21 
Feb,  a female  White-collared  Seedeater  was 
observed  in  a weedy  field  on  the  Rio  Mayo  at 
Alamos,  Son.  (MB).  A mixed  flock  of  Clay-col- 
ored and  Chipping  Sparrows  and  a 
single  Black-chinned  Sparrow  were  seen 
drinking  at  a pond  at  Canon  de  las  Canoas, 
Gomez  Palacio,  Dgo.  23  Dec;  this  constitutes 


This  first-cycle  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  was  one  of  several 
uncommon  gulls  recorded  at  Puerto  Penasco,  Sonora  20-21 
(here  21 ) February  201 0.  Photograph  by  Dave  Stejskal. 
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Possibly  representing  only  the  second  verified  record  of  Mew  Gull  for  Mexico  away  from  the  Baja  California  Peninsula,  these  adult  Mew  Gulls  were  photographed  19  February  2010  at  Puerto 
Penasco,  Sonora.  Photographs  by  Chris  D.  Benesh. 


Apparently  representing  a first  record  for  Oaxaca,  this  adult 
White-crowned  Sparrow  was  photographed  nearTeotitlan 
del  Valle  on  1 January  2010.  Photograph  by  Manuel  Grosselet. 

the  4th  sighting  of  Black-chinned  for  the  sub- 
region,  with  all  records  from  this  same  canyon 
(FVP,  MRLL).  Five  Le  Conte’s  Sparrows  were 
observed  at  Los  Ebanos  Ranch,  Tamps.  10 
Nov  (ph.  MO).  A White-throated  Sparrow 
was  located  on  the  Rio  Piedras  Verdes,  Chih.  2 
Jan  (SD,  WH,  SJ,  DM,  DS).  A Golden-crowned 
Sparrow  found  near  Casa  de  Janos,  Chih.  1 
Jan  provided  a 2nd  state  record  (CE  et  al.).  A 
roost  of  at  least  6000  Yellow-headed  Black- 
birds was  observed  in  a large  tree  in  residential 
Ascension,  Chih.  30  Dec  (WEI,  DS).  A Rusty 
Blackbird  was  at  the  Puerto  Penasco  munici- 
pal dump  19  Dec  (RH).  Two  Great-tailed 
Grackles  counted  on  the  14th  Janos/Ejido  San 
Pedro  C.B.C.  1 Jan  tied  the  previous  record 
low  count  (DM  et  al). 

Contributors  (area  compilers  in  boldface): 
Matthew  Brooks,  John  Brush,  Tim  Brush, 
Michael  Carmody,  Roberto  Carmona,  Blaine 


Carnes,  Scott  Dieni,  Chris  Eberly,  Elector  Es- 
parza, Steve  Fettig,  Manuel  Grosselet,  Adam 
Hannuksela,  William  H.  Howe,  Rich  Hoyer, 
Stephanie  Jones,  Maria  del  Refugio  Loya 
Loya,  Eric  Martinez,  Dan  Maxwell,  David 
Mehlman,  Armando  Monsivais,  Michael 
O’Brien,  Jorge  Ortiz  Mena,  Marion  Riensche, 
Sam  Roberts,  Ignacio  A.  Rodriguez,  Lynn 
Schofield,  Dale  Stahlecker,  Eerran  Valdez- 
Lorenzo,  Francisco  Valdes  Peresgasga,  Rene 
Valdes,  Ben  Zyla. 

CENTRAL  A/lEXSCO 


(HGdS).  A Eurasian  Collared-Dove  was  dis- 
covered at  San  Jose  Mihuatlan,  Pue.  30  Jan  (ph. 
MG),  and  3 were  at  Tehuacan,  Pue.  12  Eeb 
(HGdS).  A pair  of  White-fronted  Parrots  was  at 
Eortin  de  las  Elores,  Ver.  10  Eeb  (HGdS,  PP), 
part  of  their  recent  expansion  up  into  the  cloud 
forest  belt  and  northward  in  cen.  Veracruz.  Yel- 
low-headed Parrots  were  heard  near  Colonia 
Francisco  Barrios,  Ver.  11  Feb  (HGdS).  A male 
White-eared  Hummingbird  was  low  at  San  Jose 
Purua,  Mich.  6 Feb  (HGdS).  A probable  Com- 
mon Pauraque  was  heard  near  Canon  de  Lo- 
bos,  Mor.  11  Dec  (MG). 


Parque  Ecolbgico,  Mex.  19  Feb  (HGdS,  MPV). 
A pair  of  Snail  Kites  was  at  Cruz  de  Loreto,  Jal. 
20  Jan  (ph.  BG  et  al).  A Red-shouldered  Hawk 
was  at  Xochitla  Parque  Ecolbgico  19  Feb,  and 
an  ad.  Roadside  Hawk  was  there  20-22  Feb 
(both  HGdS,  MPV).  An  ad.  Broad-winged 
Hawk  was  near  Trabajo  Social  at  Ciudad  Uni- 
versitaria,  D.E  4 Jan  (AOl,  HGdS,  MPV),  an- 
other ad.  was  at  Lomas  Altas,  D.E  10  & 16  Jan 
(ph.  HCL),  and  an  imm.  was  at  Amatlan,  Ver. 
10  Feb  (ph.  HGdS,  PP).  Single  Peregrine  Fal- 
cons were  seen  soaring  over  Xochitla  Parque 
Ecolbgico  22  Feb  and  over  Viaducto  and  Insur- 
gentes,  D.E  28  Feb  (MPV,  HGdS).  A Sora  was 
high  at  Lagunas  de  Zempoala,  Mor.  8 Feb 


Flycatcher  in  the  lower  suburbs  of  Cuer- 
navaca, Mor.  8 Feb  (HGdS,  PP)  and  a Buff- 
breasted Flycatcher  at  Canbn  de  Lobos,  Mor. 
8 Feb  (PP,  HGdS);  a few  days  before  there 
had  been  an  unseasonably  rainy  and  cold 
spell  in  the  mts.  to  the  north.  On  18  Jan,  a 
Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  was  observed  on 
the  n.  side  of  the  Tehuamixtla  Rd.,  ca.  1 km 
from  Mayto,  Jal.  (LB,  BG  et  al.,  RT);  it  was 
seen  again  there  27  Jan.  Another  Scissor- 
tailed  was  noted  at  Cruz  de  Loreto,  Jal.  28 
Jan  (BG  et  al).  A Chestnut-sided  Shrike- 
Vireo  in  a flock  with  Gray-barred  Wrens  at 
La  Cima  4 Jan  provided  a first  record  for  the 
D.E  (vt.  MPV,  HGdS).  A White-eyed  Vireo 
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was  at  Xochitla  Parque  Ecologico  22  Feb 
(HGdS,  MPV).  Two  House  Wrens  appearing 
to  be  “Southerns”  were  near  Presidio,  Ver.  10 
Feb  (HGdS).  A Northern  Mockingbird  was 
at  the  U.N.A.M.  botanical  garden,  where 
rare,  on  7 Feb  (HGdS).  A Cedar  Waxwing 
was  in  a large  group  of  Gray  Silky-flycatchers 
at  San  Jose  Puriia  6 Feb  (PP,  ph.  HGdS).  A 
flock  of  30  Cedar  Waxwings  was  at  Colonia 
Francisco  Barrios,  Ver.  11  Feb  (PP,  HGdS), 
and  up  to  500  were  at  Xochitla  Parque 
Fcolbgico  in  mid-Feb  (HGdS,  MPV).  An 
Ocellated  Thrasher  was  found  in  La  Pera 
above  Cuernavaca  on  9 Feb  (v.r.,  HGdS,  PP); 
this  species  was  believed  to  have  been  extir- 
pated from  this  area  in  the  early  1990s.  A Eu- 
ropean Starling  was  at  Zitacuaro,  Mich.  5 
Feb,  4 were  in  Puebla,  Pue.  9 Feb,  and  5 were 
at  the  Texmelucan  toll  booth,  Pue.  12  Feb 
(HGdS).  Single  female  Golden-winged  War- 
blers were  found  at  two  different  locations 
near  El  Tuito,  Jal.  17  & 19  Jan  (BG  et  al.).  A 
Tennessee  Warbler  was  discovered  at  San  Se- 
bastian del  Oeste,  Jal.  23  Jan  (BG  et  al,  RT). 
A Northern  Parula  and  several  Yellow-throat- 
ed Warblers  were  near  El  Tuito,  Jal.  27  Jan 
(BG  et  al).  A male  Prairie  Warbler  was  at 
Xochitla  Parque  Ecologico  21-22  Feb  (ph. 
HGdS,  ph.  MPV).  A Western  Palm  Warbler 
was  discovered  near  Aquiles  Serdan,  Jal.  27 
Jan  (BG  et  al).  Two  Hooded  Yellowthroats 
were  near  Presidio,  Ver.  10  Feb  (PP,  vt. 
HGdS).  A Hooded  Warbler  was  at  Rancho 
Primavera,  Jal.  30  Jan  (BG  et  al).  A male 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  was  at  the  parking 
lot  of  the  U.N.A.M.  botanical  garden,  D.F  4 
Jan  (MPV,  AOI,  HGdS).  Two  female  Varied 
Buntings  were  at  Colonia  Francisco  Barrios 
11  Feb,  and  one  male  was  at  Xochitla  Parque 
Ecologico  20  Feb  (HGdS).  A Cinnamon-bel- 
lied Flowerpiercer  was  singing  at  Rafael 
Donde  and  Avenida  Coyoacan,  D.F  28  Jan 
(HGdS,  MPV),  and  a male  was  at  the 
U.N.A.M.  botanical  garden  7 Feb  (HGdS). 
Up  to  9 Cinnamon-rumped  Seedeaters  were 
at  Xochitla  Parque  Ecologico  19-21  Feb 
(HGdS,  MPV).  Single  Clay-colored  Sparrows 
were  seen  in  groups  of  Chipping  and  Lark 
Sparrows  in  Xochitla  Parque  Ecologico  19- 


This  female  Baltimore  Oriole  was  present  19-22  (here  20) 
February  2010  at  Mexico's  Xochitla  Parque  Ecologico.  Photo- 
graph by  Hector  Gomez  de  Silva. 


22  Feb  (HGdS,  MPV).  A female  Baltimore 
Oriole  was  seen  feeding  at  Erythrina  blooms 
at  Xochitla  Parque  Ecologico  19-22  Feb  (ph. 
HGdS,  MPV). 

Contributors  (area  compilers  in  boldface): 
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ca Perez  Villafana,  Paul  Prior,  Ronald  Thorn. 
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LOONS  THROUGH  HUMMINGBIRDS 

A Common  Loon  was  discovered  at  the 
mouth  of  Laguna  Manialtepec,  Oax.  10  Dec 
(ph.  MP  et  al).  At  least  3 Ring-necked  Ducks 
were  at  Piedra  Azul  dam  near  Teotitlan  del 
Valle,  Oax.  27  Dec  (HGdS).  A female  Red- 
breasted Merganser  was  at  the  mouth  of  Rio 
Colotepec,  Oax.  9 Dec  (MP  et  al).  A West 
Mexican  Chachalaca  was  at  Monte  Alban, 
Oax.  25  Dec  (HGdS,  MPV).  An  Aplomado 
Falcon  was  seen  s.  of  La  Venta,  Oax.  3 Feb 
(AM,  JM).  A possible  Orange-breasted  Falcon 
was  seen  hunting  at  dusk  over  the  forest  edge 
of  the  Rio  Lancantiin  at  Las  Guacamayas, 
Chis.  14  Jan  (MC  et  al).  A subad.  Franklin’s 
Gull  was  at  Santa  Maria  Xadani,  Oax.  14  Jan 
(ph.  AM,  JM).  A Northern  Potoo  near  El  Tri- 
unfo  camp  21  & 22  Feb  was  well  above  nor- 
mal elevation  (MC  et  al,  ph.  AM,  ph.  JM).  A 
pair  of  Monk  Parakeets  was  observed  at  the 
Best  Western  hotel  in  Tuxtla  Gutierrez  23  Feb 
2009  (ph.  MT).  A Mealy  Parrot  was  at  El  Tri- 
unfo’s  Paval  camp  25  & 27  Feb  QM,  AM,  MC 
et  al).  A potential  new  record  for  Guerrero,  a 
Black-and-white  Owl  was  thought  to  be 
heard  calling  at  dusk  above  the  town  of  Parai- 
so  10  Dec  (MG).  A Short-tailed  Nighthawk 
was  seen  well  on  Rio  Lancantiin  at  Las  Gua- 
camayas, Chis.  14  Jan  (MC  et  al).  A Chuck- 
will’s-widow  was  at  Campamento  Lacanja, 
Chis.  12  Jan  (MC  et  al).  A group  of  7 Great 
Swallow-tailed  Swifts  was  seen  at  the  mi- 
rador  above  La  Sepultura  near  Arriaga,  Chis. 
24  Feb  (MC  et  al).  Single  Black-crested  Co- 
quettes were  seen  near  El  Triunfo  camp  22  & 
23  Feb  (MC  et  al,  ph.  AM,  JM).  A female 
Blue-throated  Goldentail  was  discovered 
above  El  Triunfo’s  Paval  camp  25  Feb  (MC  et 
al,  AM,  JM).  A Rufous-tailed  Hummingbird 


was  seen  16  Jan  nw.  of  La  Venta,  Oax.,  and 
another  was  seen  se.  of  La  Venta  3 Feb  (ph. 
AM,JM). 

WOODPECKERS 
THROUGH  EUPHONIAS 

A Smoky-brown  Woodpecker  was  reported  at 
La  Cumbre,  Oax.  24  Dec  (MPV),  a first  local 
report.  A Ruddy  Woodcreeper  was  above  El 
Triunfo’s  Paval  camp  25  Feb  (MC  et  al,  AM, 
JM).  Single  Eastern  Phoebes  were  recorded 
near  Teotitlan  del  Valle,  Oax.  28  Dec  (MG, 


RQ,  SS),  where  there  are  prior  reports,  and  se. 
of  La  Venta,  Oax.  3 Feb  (AM,JM).  A Speckled 
Mourner  was  taped  into  view  on  Rio  Tzen- 
dales  near  Las  Guacamayas,  Chis.  15  Jan  (MC 
et  al).  Single  White-eyed  Vireos  were  record- 
ed e.  of  Huatulco  4 Dec  (LC,  EM)  and  8 Feb 
(ph.  MG).  A Golden  Vireo  was  at  the  first 
switchback  above  Teotitlan  del  Valle  27  Dec 
(HGdS).  Two  Happy  Wrens  were  heard  on  the 
lower  slopes  of  Highway  175  N near  Oaxaca, 
Oax.  28  Dec  (HGdS). 

A bird  believed  to  be  a male  Sinaloa  Martin 
was  seen  flying  alone  at  Puente  Chiapas  on 
Presa  Nezahualcoyotl,  Chis.  16  Feb  (MC  et 
al).  Two  Violet-green  Swallows  were  at  San 
Jose  de  Gracia,  Oax.  21  Dec  (HGdS,  MPV). 
Hundreds  of  Cave  Swallows  were  on  the  Chi- 
apan  Pacific  coastal  plain  27  Feb  (MC  et  al). 
Single  Hermit  and  Wood  Thrushes  were  at  El 
Triunfo  camp’s  compost  pit  10-11  & 21-23 
Feb  QM,  MC  et  al).  A female  Aztec  Thrush 
was  seen  at  La  Cumbre  24  Dec  (HGdS,  MPV). 
A Clay-colored  Thrush  was  at  Monte  Alban 
25  Dec  (HGdS,  MPV).  Many  Cedar  Waxwing 
flocks  were  observed  20-26  Feb  on  both 
slopes  of  El  Triunfo,  with  four  groups  totaling 
about  200  birds  seen  25  Feb  at  El  Triunfo’s 
Paval  camp  (MC  et  al,  AM,  JM).  Single  Lucy’s 
Warblers  were  at  San  Pedro  Totolapan,  Oax. 
21  Dec  (HGdS,  MPV)  and  at  Mezcala,  Gue.  1 1 
Dec  (ph.  MG).  Single  Myrtle  Warblers  were 
encountered  at  Teotitlan  del  Valle,  Oax.  2 Feb 
(ph.  MG),  where  there  are  previous  records, 
and  at  San  Jose  del  Padfico,  Oax.  4 Feb  (MG). 
Single  male  and  female  Hooded  Warblers 
were  seen  se.  of  La  Venta,  Oax.  3 Feb  (ph. 
AM).  An  imm.  male  Red-headed  Tanager  was 
at  the  pull-in  (called  “Polio  Nino”)  in  the 
lower  slopes  of  Hwy.  175  N below  El  Estudi- 
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ante,  Oax.  28  Dec  (HGdS,  MPV).  A first 
record  for  Oaxaca,  an  ad.  White-crowned 
Sparrow  was  discovered  near  Teotitlan  del 
Valle  1 Jan  (ph.  MG,  RQ).  A night  roost  of  ca. 
60  Giant  Cowbirds  was  discovered  on  Rio 
Lancantun  at  Las  Guacamayas,  Chis.  15  Jan 
(MC  et  al.).  Three  Yellow-throated  Eupho- 
nias  were  documented  10  km  n.  of  Oaxaca 
City  18  Jan  (ph.  MLPR);  the  species  has  not 
been  previously  documented  at  this  location, 
despite  extensive  birding  coverage  there.  Two 
pairs  of  Elegant  Euphonias  were  at  Yagul, 
Oax.  22  Dec  (HGdS,  MPV). 

Contributors  (area  compilers  in  boldface): 
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Michael  Todd. 

YUCATAN  PENINSULA 


Prepared  by  Barbara  MacKinnon 
The  continuous  “northers”  that  blew  hard 
throughout  the  winter  months  were  not  con- 
ducive to  birding,  but  they  did  bring  an  un- 
usual number  of  shorebirds  to  the  Yucatan 
coastal  lagoon  systems,  as  did  the  abundance 
of  sand  that  was  recently  deposited  on  the 
beaches  of  the  east  coast. 

TURKEYS  THROUGH  OWLS 

A single  Ocellated  Turkey  was  discovered 
feeding  in  an  overgrown  cornfield  at  Hacien- 
da Chucab,  40  km  n.  of  Piste,  Yuc.  17  Dec 
(BM);  this  species  appears  to  be  making  a 


comeback,  even  though  it  is  still  hunted  for 
food  in  the  subregion.  A Jabiru  was  seen  at 
Punta  Xen  near  Champoton,  Camp.  15  Jan 
(ph.  FPP).  A King  Vulture  flew  over  Dz- 
ibanche,  s.  Q.  Roo  30  Dec  (LT),  and  an  ad. 
was  seen  e.  of  Rio  Lagartos  26  Dec  (AM,  ph. 
JM,  MT).  The  newly  deposited  mounds  of 
sand  on  the  beach  at  Playa  del  Carmen  at- 
tracted 200  Sanderlings  and  20  Ruddy  Turn- 
stones 22  Feb  (FB,  WB).  A single  second-cy- 
cle Ring-billed  Gull  was  in  the  same  area  23 
Feb  (FB,  WB);  this  species  is  rarely  seen  on 
the  e.  coast  of  the  peninsula.  More  than  1000 
Black-necked  Stilts  were  reported  in  the 
coastal  lagoon  behind  Progreso,  Yuc.  7 Feb 
(DB);  this  is  the  highest  number  of  stilts  ever 
reported  from  a single  location  in  the  subre- 
gion. The  240  American  Avocets  observed  at 
the  same  location  on  the  same  date  (DB)  also 
exceeded  the  maximum  of  100  or  so  reported 
in  past  years. 

Eurasian  and/or  African  Collared-Dove  is 
now  well  entrenched  in  most,  if  not  all,  of  the 


coastal  villages  of  Yucatan,  including  Rio  La- 
gartos, where  8 were  observed  14  Feb  and 
where  they  are  now  seen  on  most  days  (EC). 
A Eurasian  Collared-Dove  was  also  seen  in 
the  community  of  Pital,  Camp.  13  Jan  (AM, 
JM).  A Barn  Owl  nest  was  reported  at  the 
Mayan  site  of  Kinichna,  s.  Q.  Roo  (LT).  A 
Caribbean  Short-eared  Owl  was  pho- 
tographed at  Las  Coloradas,  Q.  Roo  2 Jan 
(DB,  ph.  DC,  JC);  this  is  the  4th  documented 
report  of  the  species  for  the  peninsula. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  BUNTINGS 

An  Eastern  Phoebe  was  e.  of  Progreso,  Yuc. 


12Jan  (ph.  AM,  ph.  JM).  Single  Scissor-tailed 
Flycatchers  were  reported  at  Celestun  17  Jan 
(DM)  and  s.  of  Rio  Lagartos  9 Feb  (MLPR).  A 
Fork-tailed  Flycatcher  was  photographed  in 
Loche,  Yuc.,  about  23  km  s.  of  Rio  Lagartos, 
on  20  Feb  (AR,  ph.  ER).  An  apparent  juv. 
Cozumel  Vireo  was  observed  begging  for 
food  from  an  ad.  22  Feb  on  Cozumel  1. — this 
would  be  a very  early  date  for  nesting  activi- 
ty (FB,  WB).  A Black  Catbird  was  seen  in  the 
forest  of  Rancho  Pocmuch,  40  km  se.  of  Tiz- 
imin,  Yuc.  16  Dec  (BM);  the  species  seems  to 
be  very  well  distributed  throughout  the  state, 
albeit  very  locally.  A lone  Cedar  Waxwing 
was  seen  feeding  on  tiny  fruits  and  buds  of  a 
ponytail  tree  at  Rio  Lagartos  14  Feb  (ph.  EC). 
A female  Prothonotary  Warbler,  mostly  a 
transient  on  the  peninsula,  was  found  with  a 
small  mixed  flock  of  warblers  at  Rancho 
Jaguar,  30  km  s.  of  Tzucacab,  in  s.  Yuc.  on  25 
Feb  (BM).  An  undocumented  sighting  of  an 
imm.  male  Flame-colored  Tanager  was  re- 
ported at  San  Gervasio  on  Cozumel  14  Feb 
(LK);  the  same  observer  reported  seeing  a 
pair  of  this  species  three  years  ago  inland 
from  Puerto  Morelos,  but  as  of  yet  the  species 
has  not  been  photographed  in  the  subregion. 
A high  count  of  approx.  50  Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks  flew  up  from  an  overgrown  corn- 
field 16  Dec  at  Rancho  Pocmuch,  se.  of  Tiz- 
imin  (BM).  Three  male  Painted  Buntings 
were  feeding  nearby  at  the  same  location  on 
the  same  day  (BM). 
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Winter  2009-2010  was  routine  in 
Central  America.  There  were  no 
major  invasions  of  species  from 
the  north  like  Cedar  Waxwing  and  Yellow- 
rumped  Warbler,  no  major  incursion  of 
seabirds,  no  major  weather  events  to  displace 
birds.  El  Salvador  recorded  its  first  Cocoa 
Woodcreeper,  Costa  Rica  its  first  two  Yellow- 
winged Tanagers  believed  to  be  of  wild  prove- 
nance, and  Guatemala  its  first  Red-billed 
Tropicbird;  however,  the  latter  has  undoubt- 
edly been  overlooked  because  of  the  relative- 
ly few  birding  expeditions  off  its  Pacific  coast. 


WATERFOWL  THROUGH  VULTURES 

A single  Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck  just 
above  1500  m elevation  on  L.  Atitlan  near  San- 
tiago Atitlan,  Solold  during  the  Atitlan  Volcano 
C.B.C.  16  Dec  (ph.  RS)  was  likely  a stray  from 
the  Pacific  lowlands  or  potentially  an  escapee. 
A male  Green-winged  Teal,  a rare  species  any- 
where in  Guatemala,  was  seen  19  Dec,  provid- 
ing the  first  record  for  the  Manchbn  Gua- 
muchal  Ramsar  site,  Retaihuleu  (ph.  RAJ).  A 
Black-vented  Shearwater  feeding  with  terns 
just  behind  the  surf  at  Barra  de  Santiago, 
Ahuachapdn  29  Nov  (tJV,  KW)  and  another  off 
of  Los  Cobanos,  Sonsonate  4 Dec  (ph.  NH) 
provided  the  5th  and  6th  records  for  El  Sal- 
vador. Although  presumed  to  occur  off 
Guatemala  at  least  on  occasion,  Guatemala’s 
first  documented  Red-billed  Tropicbird  was 
photographed  ISJan  about  30  km  off  the  coast 
of  Santa  Rosa  (ph.  RAJ);  another  was  seen  15 
Feb  about  140  km  off  Santa  Rosa  (RAJ). 

In  El  Salvador,  a surprisingly  high  count  of 
30-40  Blue-footed  Boobies  was  obtained  14 
Feb  between  the  port  of  La  Union  and  Isla  Za- 
catillo.  Bay  of  La  Union,  La  Union  (NH,  ph. 
EB).  Pinnated  Bittern  was  recorded  in  the 
Guatemalan  Pacific  lowlands  for  the  first  time 
in  Monterrico,  Santa  Rosa  in  Dec  2008.  A 
photograph  of  a bird  from  the  same  site  13 
Dec  provided  documentation  for  the  Pacific 
lowlands  (ph.  RAJ).  Rare  in  Panama,  a dark- 
morph  Reddish  Egret  was  at  the  Aguadulce 
salt  ponds,  Code  24  Feb  (EC).  Many  ob- 
servers saw  2 ad.  Jabirus  for  about  three 
weeks  beginning  29  Jan  (ph.  MC)  in  flooded 


pastures  and  rice  fields  at  Cano  Blanco  de 
Siquirres,  Limon,  which  is  along  one  of  the 
principal  tourist  routes  for  boats  entering  and 
leaving  Tortuguero.  This  species  is  very  rare 
in  the  Caribbean  lowlands  of  Costa  Rica  away 
from  the  wetlands  around  Cano  Negro  about 
40  km  inland. 

Records  of  Wood  Stork  in  the  highlands  of 
Guatemala  are  noteworthy.  Unusually  dry 
conditions  in  the  northern  Peten  in  Dec  may 
have  caused  the  storks  to  stray  in  their  search 
for  wetlands,  resulting  in  several  observations 
in  Alta  Verapaz-  One  was  seen  flying  overhead 
in  the  Chelemha  Reserve,  at  2000  m on  1 Jan 
(RR,  ECh);  another  was  recorded  in  Coban  17 
Jan  OPC,  RCa);  and  2 were  observed  foraging 
in  a small  roadside  pond  near  Chisec  7 Feb 
(ph.  KE,  CA,  ECo).  An  ad.  Lesser  Yellow- 
headed Vulture,  very  rare  on  the  Pacific  slope 
and  almost  never  reported  in 
the  s.  half  of  Costa  Rica,  was 
seen  flying  with  a large  group 
of  vultures,  caracaras,  egrets, 
and  grackles  over  tractors  that 
were  harrowing  an  old  rice 
field  in  San  Francisco  de 
Sierpe,  Puntarenas  (8  km  se.  of 
Palmar  Sur  in  the  s.  Pacific 
lowlands)  21  Feb  QZ).  This 
species  may  be  seen  more  regu- 
larly as  rice  cultivation  increas- 
es in  this  part  of  the  country. 


2005,  are  from  early  Nov-early  Mar,  suggest- 
ing that  the  species  may  be  a winter  or  dry- 
season  visitor  in  El  Salvador.  Rare  in 
Guatemala,  a Black-collared  Hawk  was  seen 
in  El  Rosario  N.P.,  Peten  4 Jan  (ph.  JPC).  A 
Northern  Harrier,  a rare  winter  visitor  in  El 
Salvador,  was  observed  at  L.  Giiija,  Santa  Ana 
27  Feb  (NH). 

Last  reported  on  the  Garibbean  side  of 
Costa  Rica  in  the  1970s,  Harpy  Eagle  was 
considered  extirpated  from  the  country  until 
more  than  30  years  later,  when  one  was  pho- 
tographed in  the  early  2000s  in  Corcovado 
N.P.  on  the  Pacific  side.  Its  recent  presence  on 
the  Caribbean  side  was  confirmed  when  an 
ad.  Harpy  Eagle  was  seen  perched  in  a tall 
tree  along  the  main  canal  in  Tortuguero  N.P. 
near  the  entrance  to  Cano  Servulo  5 Dec  (EV, 
MC,  ph.  RBo).  On  22  Jan,  another  was  seen 


HAWKS  THROUGH 
PLOVERS 

In  Belize,  a dark-morph  juv. 
Gray-headed  Kite  frequenting  a 
yard  where  birds  are  fed  s.  of 
San  Pedro  16  Dec  through  at 
least  23  Jan  (SL,  ph.  LH)  was  a 
first  for  Ambergris  Caye.  In 
Panama,  a juv.  Snail  Kite  seen 
perched  in  a tree  on  the  Cara 
Iguana  Trail  at  El  Valle  del  An- 
ton 3 Feb  (ph.  VW)  was  not 
only  the  first  to  be  recorded  in 
Code  but  was  entirely  unex- 
pected in  the  foothills  distant 
from  any  marshland.  Double- 
toothed Kites  continue  to  be 
recorded  during  winter  in  El 
Salvador,  with  3 found  this  sea- 
son. An  imm.  was  at  Bosque 
Santa  Rita  in  San  Francisco 
Menendez,  Ahuadiapan  19  Dec 
(ph.  KL,  ph.  CF,  RBj),  and  2 
imms.  were  at  El  Imposible 
N.P.,  Ahuadiapdn  4 Feb  (LA, 
CZ,  DQ),  perhaps  the  same  2 
recorded  there  last  Nov.  All  11 
country  records,  nine  since 


Records  of  Black-vented  Shearwater  from  Central  America  have  continued  to  ac- 
cumulate since  2008,  when  the  species  was  first  documented  in  the  region  off 
Sonsonate  Department,  El  Salvador.  This  bird,  photographed  4 December  2009 
off  Los  Cobanos,  provided  the  sixth  record  for  El  Salvador.  The  first  record  for  the 
Central  America  region  was  of  a group  of  19  birds.  Photograph  by  Nestor  Herrera. 


Although  Red-billed  Tropicbird  is  found  regularly  in  small  numbers  off  the  Pacific 
coast  of  Central  America  and  is  suspected  to  breed,  it  had  never  been  docu- 
mented from  Guatemala  until  winter  2009-2010.  This  bird  was  found  about  30 
kilometers  off  the  coast  of  Santa  Rosa  Department  on  18  January;  and  the 
record  was  followed  four  weeks  later  by  the  country's  second,  seen  about  140 
kilometers  off  the  same  department.  Photograph  by  Rosa  Alicia  Jimenez. 
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Providing  only  the  second  record  of  Pinnated  Bittern  for  the  Pacific  lowlands  of 
Guatemala,  and  the  first  to  be  documented  by  photograph,  this  cooperative  in- 
dividual was  found  13  December  2009  in  Monterrico,  the  same  locality  where  it 
was  first  recorded  12  months  earlier.  Photograph  by  Rosa  Alicia  Jimene2. 


■ 


m 


Sightings  of  Jabiru  are  always  a treat,  even  where  the  species  is  relatively 
common.  These  birds,  found  in  flooded  fields  in  Cano  Blanco  de  Siquirres  29 
January  2010,  were  seen  over  the  next  three  weeks  by  many  tourists  to  Tor- 
tuguero,  Costa  Rica.  Jabirus  are  quite  rare  on  that  country's  Caribbean  coast. 
Photograph  by  Mariano  Cruz. 


This  juvenile  dark-morph  Gray-headed  Kite  found  in  Susan 
and  Will  Lala's  yard  on  the  south  side  of  San  Pedro  from  16 
December  2009  through  at  least  23  January  2010  (here)  may 
have  been  attracted  by  the  birds  that  visit  their  bird  feeders. 
Gray-headed  Kites  are  fairly  common  (although  infrequently 
encountered)  residents  on  mainland  Belize,  but  this  one  was 
a first  for  Ambergris  Caye.  Photograph  by  Lisa  Harris. 


and  photographed  in  flight  car- 
rying vegetation  (nest  building, 
or  just  stray  leaves  plucked  up 
with  a prey  item?)  about  19  km 
to  the  n.  at  the  jet.  of  Cano 
Harold  and  Rio  Tortuguero, 
Limon  (CW,  FSJA,  ph.  RF).  Al- 
though the  photograph  does  not 
rule  out  Crested  Eagle,  CW  re- 
ported having  seen  the  black 
breast  band  diagnostic  of  Harpy. 
The  latter  locality  is  in  the  most 
visited  section  of  the  park,  only  2 
km  sw.  of  Tortuguero  town.  Vo- 
calizations believed  to  be  those 
of  a Harpy  were  heard  about  1 
km  from  where  the  photograph 
was  taken,  also  on  22  Jan  (]Z. 
KEa,  JH,  DL).  A Barred  Forest- 
Falcon  was  heard  in  the  cloud 
forest  of  the  Los  Andes  Reserve, 
Suchitepequez  26-28  Feb  (KE, 
CA).  Although  recorded  previ- 
ously m Los  Andes  and  neigh- 
boring Los  Tarrales  Reserve,  all 
records  from  the  Guatemalan  Pa- 
cific slope,  where  the  species  is 
rare  and  local,  are  noteworthy. 
Metropolitan  Park  in  Panama 
City,  a popular  birding  locality, 
got  its  first  Laughing  Falcon  28 
Feb  (ph.  OQ). 

An  ad.  golden-plover  molting 
into  alternate  plumage  was  seen 
and  photographed  9 Jan  at  Ver- 
acruz Beach  w.  of  Panama  City 
(ph.  RM,  ph.  JAC,  GAr,  DM, 
VW).  American  Golden-Plover  is  rare  in 
Panama,  especially  in  Jan,  and  should  not  be 
in  alternate  plumage  at  that  time  of  year. 
Some  elements  of  the 
plumage,  including  white 
spotting  on  the  vent  and 
sides,  suggested  the  bird 
might  be  Panamas  first  Pa- 
cific Golden-Plover,  but  the 
photographs  were  not  con- 
sidered to  be  definitive.  An 
uncommon  visitor  to  El 
Salvador  in  the  1990s, 

Snowy  Plover  has  become 
very  rare  in  the  past  decade. 

Noteworthy  was  one  ob- 
served at  Playa  Los  Pinos, 

La  Libertad  6 Feb  (ph.  LA, 

VG,  IR,  RoJ,  IV).  Very  rare 
in  Panama,  a Snowy  Plover 
was  seen  25  Feb  at  El  Agal- 
lito  Beach,  Chitre  (EC,  LR), 
establishing  the  first  record 
for  Herrera. 


Providing  the  first  record  of  Harpy  Eagle  on  the  Caribbean 
side  of  Costa  Rica  since  the  1 970s  was  this  stunning  adult 
seen  5 December  2009  along  the  main  canal  in  Tortuguero 
National  Park  near  the  entrance  to  Cano  Servulo.  Photo- 
graph by  Ricardo  Bolahos. 

SANDPIPERS  THROUGH  OWLS 

Unexpected  away  from  the  coast  was  a Willet 
seen  in  Guatemala  at  L.  Atitlan  near  Santiago 
during  the  C.B.C.  16  Dec  (RS).  In  Belize,  a 
Long-billed  Curlew  at  Monkey  River  Village 
24  Feb  QK)  provided  the  first  record  for  Tole- 
do. A potential  3rd  record  for  Panama,  one  of 
few  for  North  America  in  winter,  a possible 
Hudsonian  Godwit  in  basic  plumage  was  at 
Veracruz  Beach  w.  of  Panama  City,  Panama  8 
Jan  (VW,  CG).  Unfortunately,  the  black  wing 
linings  were  not  noted,  so  Black-tailed  God- 
wit  cannot  be  ruled  out.  In  El  Salvador,  a Pec- 
toral Sandpiper  observed  at  the  Bocana  San 
Juan  7 Feb  (RJ,  JV)  was  exceptional  in  mid- 
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Snowy  Plovers  have  become  increasingly  rare  non-breeding  visitors  to  El  Salvador 
since  the  1990s.  This  individual  was  photographed  at  Playa  Los  Pinos  on  6 February 
2010.  Photograph  by  Lety  Andino. 
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winter  and  provided  the  first  record  for  Son- 
sonate.  An  impressive  139  Red  Phalaropes 
were  seen  about  120  km  off  the  coast  of  San- 
ta Rosa  19  Jan  (ph.  RAJ),  the  first  document- 
ed evidence  of  the  species’  occurrence  in 
Guatemala. 

A third-cycle  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  was 
at  Panama  Viejo  del  Este  in  Panama  City  25 
Feb  (ph.  BA,  CAh),  and  a subad.  Kelp  Gull 
was  at  Costa  del  Este  in  Panama  City  28  Feb 
(JAC).  Both  species  are  rare  in  Panama.  Also 
rare  in  Panama  were  single  Forster’s  Terns  at 
Punta  Chame,  Panama  24  Dec  (ph.  EC)  and 
at  El  Agallito  Beach,  Chitre  (ph.  EC,  LR).  Six 
Black  Skimmers  on  the  wharf  at  the  Radisson 
Ft.  George  in  Belize  City  14-15  Feb  (ph.  RB, 
ph.  PB)  were  the  hrst  to  be  reported  in  Belize 
in  nearly  nine  years.  An  ad.  White-crowned 
Pigeon  seen  along  the  border  of  Tortuguero 
N.P.  and  Tortuguero  town  24  Jan  (ph.  CM) 
provided  only  the  2nd  recent  report  for  Costa 
Rica,  the  other  also  from  Tortuguero,  where  it 
is  an  irregular  vagrant.  Although  fairly  com- 
mon on  the  Belize  cayes.  White-crowned  Pi- 
geons are  not  often  seen  on  the  mainland. 
Four  seen  in  Placencia  7-9  Feb  (MD)  may 
have  provided  only  the  2nd  record  for  the  Pla- 
cencia Pen.  Rare  in  n.  Guatemala,  a White- 
winged Dove  was  seen  near  Rocja  Pomtila, 
Alta  Verapaz  5 Nov  (EfC,  RC). 

Fifteen  Barred  Parakeets  were  observed 
flying  overhead  at  Los  Planes  de  Montecristo, 
Santa  Ana  15  Dec  (OK,  AM,  KK,  AW),  and  a 
smaller  group,  possibly  some  of  the  same 
birds,  was  observed  later  in  the  day  within 
the  cloud  forest  at  Montecristo  N.P  This 
species  is  rare  in  El  Salvador,  and  its  seasonal 
status  is  still  unclear.  All  previous  observa- 
tions have  also  been  from  Montecristo  N.P. 
The  only  previous  report  of  Greater  Ani  for 
Costa  Rica  was  of  a lone  bird  seen  repeatedly 


in  Tortuguero  in  winter  2004-2005.  An  ad., 
conceivably  the  same  individual,  was  seen 
frequenting  the  same  areas  along  the  edges  of 
the  canals  around  Tortuguero  town  and  in 
the  N.P  19  Jan  (DL,  ph.  NdB,  ph.  KEa).  It  is 
plausible  that  a Greater  Ani  could  go  unde- 
tected for  four  years  with  all  the  inaccessible 
canals  and  back  waters  around  Tortuguero, 
but  one  could  also  imagine  another  bird  skip- 
ping up  the  Caribbean  coast  from  Panama.  A 
Stygian  Owl,  rare  and  local  in  Guatemala, 
was  heard  in  Semuc  Champey,  Alta  Verapaz  8 
Dec  (AMO). 

HUMMINGBIRDS 
THROUGH  WARBLERS 

In  Belize,  where  it  is 
seldom  seen  away 
from  the  highest 
peaks  in  the  Maya 
Mts.,  Brown  Vio- 
letears  were  report- 
ed at  three  low-ele- 
vation localities  in 
Cayo  this  winter. 

One  visited  a feeder 
Teakettle  Village 


Although  recorded  previously  on  several  occasions  in 
Guatemala,  this  Red  Phalarope  about  120  kilometers  off 
the  coast  of  Santa  Rosa  Department  1 9 January  2010  pro- 
vided the  first  photographic  evidence  of  its  occurrence  in 
the  country.  It  was  one  of  an  impressive  1 39  seen  that  day. 
Photograph  by  Rosa  Alicia  Jimenez. 


This  Brown  Violetear  visited  a feeder  in  Teakettle  Village  for  several  weeks 
from  late  December  2009  until  at  least  the  end  of  January  (here  19  January) 
2010.  Three  others  were  found  about  15  kilometers  away  in  and  near  St  Her- 
man's Blue  Hole  National  Park.  Photograph  by  Richard  Rasp. 


m 

late  Dec-31  Jan 
(RR),  one  was  at  St. 

Herman’s  Blue  Hole  N.P.  20  Jan  (PT  et  al.), 
and  2 were  seen  along  the  road  to  Cave’s 
Branch  30  Jan  (GC,  PT,  ph.  MM,  MBas), 
where  one  was  still  present  1 Feb  (PB).  In 
Panama,  a Striped  Woodhaunter  at  Cana, 
Darien  2 Jan  (FR)  and  another  there  3 Jan 
(EC,  DD,  AV)  were  the  first  reported  from  this 
well-birded  locality.  Establishing  the  first 
record  for  Yalijux  Mt.,  a Strong-billed  Wood- 
creeper  was  seen  in  cloud  forest  of  the  Kanti 
Shul  Reserve,  Alta  Verapaz  29  Jan  (RR,  JuM, 
ECh).  A pair  of  Cocoa  Woodcreepers,  identi- 
fied by  calls,  was  observed  at  ca. 
2200  m elevation  in  the  cloud 
forest  of  Montecristo  N.P.  15  Dec 
2009  (OK,  AM,  KK,  AW).  Al- 
though not  far  from  the  conti- 
nental divide  in  Honduras,  this 
report  represents  the  first  Pacific 
slope  record  from  n.  Central 
America  and  a first  record  for  El 
Salvador. 

An  Olive-sided  Flycatcher,  sel- 
dom seen  in  Guatemala  in  winter, 
was  recorded  at  Los  Tarrales,  Su- 
chitepequez  during  the  16  Dec 
Atitlan  Volcano  C.B.C.  (ph.  CA). 
Both  Scissor-tailed  and  Fork- 
tailed Flycatchers  are  uncommon 
in  the  Guatemalan  Atlantic  slope 
lowlands,  so  one  Scissor-tailed 
and  2 Fork-taileds  seen  in  scrub 


Black  Skimmer  is  an  occasional  visitor  to  Belize,  reported  almost  exclusively  from  Belize  City 
and  Dangriga.  These  six,  found  on  the  wharf  at  Belize  City's  Radisson  Fort  George  hotel  14-15 
(here  15)  February  2010,  were  the  first  to  be  reported  in  the  country  since  2001.  Photograph 
by  Philip  Balderamos. 


There  are  no  islands  near  the  Caribbean  coast  of  Costa  Rica, 
so  it  is  not  surprising  that  White-crowned  Pigeon,  chiefly  an 
island  species,  is  rarely  reported  in  that  country.  One  seen 
24  January  201 0 near  Tortuguero  town  along  the  border  of 
Tortuguero  National  Park  provided  only  the  second  recent 
report  from  the  country.  Photograph  by  Christopher  Murray. 

on  a pond  near  Ramonal,  16  km  e.  of  Santa 
Elena,  Peten  27  Dec  (KE,  LO)  are  worth  not- 
ing. At  the  s.  end  of  its  winter  range,  where  it 
is  rare,  a Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  was  at  Pun- 
ta Chame,  Panama  27  Feb  (EC).  Also  in  Pana- 
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single  Golden-winged  Warblers  in  the  Los 
Tarrales  Reserve  18  Dec  QL-L)  and  in  Tikal, 
Peten  20  Dec  (KE).  Also  noteworthy  well  in- 
land was  a Northern  Parula  in  Coban,  Alta  Ve- 
rapaz  26  Dec  QPC,  ph.  RC).  In  Panama, 
where  it  is  even  rarer,  one  seen  14  Jan  at  Cues- 
ta  de  Piedra  (EC,  DD,  MB,  ER)  established  the 
3rd  record  for  Chiriqui.  Two  new  sites  in 
Guatemala  where  wintering  Golden-cheeked 
Warblers  have  been  reported  are  near  Grana- 
dos, Baja  Verapaz,  where  a female  was  seen  17 
Jan  (ph.  NK),  and  in  Finca  El  Pilar  near  An- 
tigua Guatemala,  Sacatepequez,  where  one  was 
seen  11  Feb  (BR). 


Although  an  uncommon  resident  in  pine  forest  along  the  El 
Salvador/Honduras  border.  Brown  Creeper  had  not  been 
documented  breeding  in  El  Salvador  until  winter  2009- 
2010,  when  a nest  with  young  was  discovered  4 (here  6) 
February  at  La  Montahona  forest  in  Chalatenango.  This 
nestling  appears  to  be  nearly  ready  to  fledge.  Photograph 
by  Oscar  Bokhos. 


Following  close  on  the  heels  of  Costa  Rica's  first  Yellow-winged  Tanager  in  De- 
cember near  Los  Chiles  was  this  individual  found  at  Cano  Negro  about  16  kilo- 
meters to  the  southwest.  It  was  present  from  20  February  2010  (here) 
through  the  end  of  the  winter  period.  Photograph  by  Alfredo  Scott. 

ma,  a male  Yellow-billed  Cotinga  at  Chorcha 
Abajo,  Chiriqui  27  Jan  (EC,  DD,  MB,  FR)  was 
the  first  to  be  reported  from  that  locality.  Pro- 
viding only  the  4th  record  for  Belize  and  the 
2nd  for  Mountain  Pine  Ridge  was  a Blue- 
headed Vireo  at  Blancaneaux  Lodge  30  Dec 
(RMa).  This  species  may  prove  to  be  a more 
frecjuent  visitor  in  Belize  than  the  few  records 
indicate,  now  that  observers  are  distinguish- 
ing it  from  the  resident  Plumbeous  Vireo. 

An  active  Brown  Creeper  nest  was  discov- 
ered at  La  Montanona  forest,  Chalatenango  4 
Feb,  providing  the  first  nesting  record  for  El 
Salvador  (ph.,  vt.,  & v.r.  OB,  CF).  This  species 
is  an  uncommon  resident  in  El  Salvador  in 
pine  forest  along  the  Honduran  border.  Worth 
noting  at  the  n.  end  of  its  winter  range  were 


TANAGERS  THROUGH  MUNIAS 

Rare  in  Panama,  a White-throated  Shrike-Tan- 
ager  was  seen  on  the  Snowcap  Trail  at  Omar 
Torrijos  N.P.,  Code  7 Jan  (EC,  DD,  AV).  An  ad. 
Yellow-winged  Tanager  visiting  a fruit  feeder 
near  Los  Chiles,  Alajuela  10  Dec-r  (ph.  FRo, 
ph.  AZ)  and  another  ad. — also  visiting  a fruit 
feeder  but  in  Cano  Negro,  about  16  km  sw.  of 
Los  Chiles,  20  Feb-t-  (ph.  AS) — provided  the 
first  records  of  likely  wild  individuals  in  Cos- 
ta Rica.  The  species  is  on  the  Costa  Rica  list 
based  on  a pair  that  was  observed  in  1985- 
1987  on  the  grounds  of  CATIE  in 
Turrialba.  The  wild  provenance  of 
those  birds  has  always  been  in 
doubt.  However,  during  the  past 
decade,  the  species  has  been  mov- 
ing southward  through 
Nicaragua,  and  these  birds,  both 
found  just  s.  of  the  Nicaraguan 
border,  fit  the  pattern  of  natural 
range  expansion. 

Providing  perhaps  the  first 
coastal  record  for  Belize  n.  of  Tole- 
do was  a Green  Honeycreeper 
seen  just  s.  of  Southern  Lagoon, 
Belize  16  Oct  QM)-  Very  rare  in 
the  lowlands  of  Belize  were  a 
male  and  at  least  2 female  Shining 
Honeycreepers  seen  feeding  in  an  Orange  tree 
at  Cotton  Tree  Lodge  near  San  Felipe,  Toledo  6 
Jan;  a lone  female  was  seen  in  the  same  tree  8 
Jan  (both  LJ,  ph.  SH).  Providing  yet  another 
locality  where  the  nomadic  Grassland  Yellow- 
Finch  has  been  seen  in  Belize,  a flock  of  15 
was  near  Placencia  Village,  Stann  Creek  16  Feb 
(MD).  Seldom  seen  in  the  lowlands  of 
Guatemala,  2 Rusty  Sparrows  were  observed 
on  a cattle  ranch  at  200  m elevation  near  Roeja 
Pomtila  9 Feb  (ph.  KE,  CA,  RC).  Rare  at  the  s. 
limit  of  its  winter  range  in  Honduras,  and  pro- 
viding the  first  record  for  Copdn,  was  a Lin- 
coln’s Sparrow  in  the  foothills  of  the  Copan 
Ruins  9 Dec  (DW,  KZ,  RG). 

A well-described  female  Western  Tanager 
on  the  grounds  of  the  Biltmore  Plaza  Hotel  in 


Belize  City  6 & 10  Jan  (tRH)  provided  one  of 
the  few  documented  records  of  this  species  in 
Belize.  Two  Eastern  Meadowlarks  were  seen 
in  the  Manchon  Guamuchal  Ramsar  site,  Re- 
talhuleu  15  Dec  (ph.  RAJ),  a new  site  for  this 
species  in  Guatemala.  At  a new  locality  in 
Cana,  Darien  was  an  Orange-crowned  Oriole 
3 Jan  (EC,  DD,  AV).  Rarely  reported  in  El  Sal- 
vador, 2 Hooded  Grosbeaks  were  at  Monte- 
cristo  N.P.  15  Dec  (OK,  AM,  KK,  AW).  Two 
ad.  Tricolored  Munias  seen  in  rice  fields  at  La 
Gamba,  Puntarenas  15  Dec  OH)  through  at 
least  mid-Jan  (RaC),  but  gone  by  early  Feb 
(AS,  JZ),  provided  the  southernmost  record 
of  the  species  in  Costa  Rica,  an  indication 
that  the  bird  is  still  on  the  move  and  follow- 
ing the  expansion  of  rice  cultivation  in  the  s. 
Pacific  region. 

Contributors  (country  coordinators  in  bold- 
face): Bill  Ahrens,  Claudia  Ahrens  (CAh),  Lety 
Andino,  George  Angehr  (Panama),  Gloriela 
Archbold  (GAr),  Claudia  Avendano,  Philip 
Balderamos,  Enrique  Barraza,  Millie  Basden 
(MBas),  Michael  Bauer,  Robin  Bjork  (RBJ),  Os- 
car Bolanos,  Ricardo  Bolanos  (RBo),  Natsumi 
de  Bruyne,  Rudi  Burgos,  Efrain  Caal  (EfC), 
Roberto  Caal,  John  Paul  Cahill,  Rob  Cahill 
(RCa),  Raphael  Campos  (RaC),  Euclides 
Campos,  Ernesto  Chalib  (ECh),  Ernesto  Col 
(ECo),  Glenn  Crawford,  Mariano  Cruz,  Juan 
Axel  Cubilla,  Maggie  Doster,  Dale  Dyer,  Kevin 
Easley  (KEa),  Knut  Eisermann  (Guatemala), 
Jesse  Fagan  (El  Salvador),  Carlos  Funes, 
Vicky  Galan,  Robert  Gallardo,  Christian 
Gernez,  Sheri  Hanna,  Lisa  Harris,  Nestor  Her- 
rera, Jason  Horn,  Rich  Hoyer,  Rosa  Alicia 
Jimenez,  Lee  Jones  (Belize),  Rocio  Juarez 
(RoJ),  Roselvy  Juarez,  Jerry  Kelly,  Kit  Kernan, 
Nicholas  Komar,  Oliver  Komar,  Susan  Lala, 
Karla  Lara,  Daryl  Loth,  Josue  de  Leon  Lux, 
Roni  Martinez  (RMa),  Mike  Matherly,  Jan 
Meerman,  Juan  Mez  OuM),  Rosabel  Miro,  Al- 
varo Moises,  Darien  Montanez,  Christopher 
Murray,  Alan  Monroy  Ojeda,  Luis  Oliveros, 
Diana  Quijano,  Osvaldo  Quintero,  Richard 
Rasp  (RiR),  Rogelio  Rax,  Laura  Reyes,  Frank 
Rheind,  Bob  Ringler,  Ivan  Rivas,  Froilan  Rojas 
(FRo),  Alfredo  Scott,  Raquel  Sigtienza,  Peter 
Thomas,  Andrew  Vallely,  John  van  Dort,  Elena 
Vargas,  Iselda  Vega,  Andrew  Watson,  Venicio 
Wilson,  David  Wolf,  Kashmir  Wolf,  Carlos 
Zaldana,  Kevin  Zimmer,  Jim  Zook  (Costa 
Rica),  Andres  Zuniga.  1^^ 
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The  effects  of  a moderately  strong  El 
Nino/Southern  Oscillation  originating 
in  the  equatorial  Pacific  Ocean  pro- 
duced a cold,  wet  winter  in  the  Bahamas,  and 
the  paucity  of  reports  of  small  passerines  re- 
flects their  relative  scarcity  this  winter.  On  the 
other  hand,  waterfowl,  especially  geese,  were 
well  represented.  In  contrast  to  the  Bahamas, 
much  of  the  southeastern  Caribbean  experi- 
enced very  dry  conditions,  which,  combined 
with  the  dry  fall,  resulted  in  lower  numbers  of 
shorebirds  and  waterfowl  than  average. 

Two  studies  took  place  in  our  Region  dur- 
ing the  season.  Researchers  working  under 
contract  for  Dr.  Cheri  Gratto-Trevor  of  Envi- 
ronment Canada,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
Bahamas  National  Trust,  banded  Piping 
Plovers  in  the  Bahamas  in  January  and  Febru- 
ary 2010.  The  ongoing  Kirtlands  Warbler  Re- 
search and  Training  Project  concentrated  on 
describing  the  flora  at  known  sites  on 
Eleuthera,  and  searched  for  more  Kirtland’s 
Warblers  on  Long  Island. 

The  oft-mentioned  Cabo  Rojo  salt  flats  in 
Puerto  Rico,  a 500-hectare  national  wildlife 
refuge,  supports  about  5%  of  Caribbean 
breeding  population  of  Snowy  Plovers  and 
2.5%  of  the  Caribbean’s  Wilson’s  Plovers. 
About  20,000  shorebirds  representing  28 
species  have  been  recorded  at  this  site.  The 
flats,  part  of  the  Suroeste  Important  Bird  Area, 
have  been  designated  as  the  Caribbean’s  first 
site  of  regional  importance  for  shorebirds  by 
the  Western  Hemisphere  Shorebird  Reserve 
Network.  The  nomination  was  submitted  by 
Sociedad  Ornitologica  Puertorriquena  (SOPI, 
BirdLife  in  Puerto  Rico)  and  supported  by  the 
United  States  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  North 
Carolina  State  University,  and  the  BirdLife 
Caribbean  Program. 

Overshadowing  all  other  events  in  the 


Caribbean,  on  12  Jan,  a major  earthquake  de- 
stroyed Port  au  Prince,  Haiti,  killing  between 
250,000  and  300,000  people,  injuring  a fur- 
ther 300,000,  and  leaving  one  million  home- 
less. The  impact  of  this  event,  in  what  was  al- 
ready the  most  impoverished  and  ecologically 
devastated  of  the  Region’s  countries,  will  be 
felt  far  into  the  future.  With  the  people  of 
Haiti,  we  mourn  the  losses  of  life  and  hope 
that  their  reconstruction  brings  a bright  and 
sustainable  future. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

Thirty-five  West  Indian  Whistling-Ducks 
were  seen  at  Laguna  Cartagena  N.W.R.,  Puer- 
to Rico,  along  with  8 Ring-necked  Ducks,  14 
Lesser  Scaup,  34  Ruddy  Ducks,  and  3 Masked 
Ducks  26  Dec  AP);  55  West  Indian 
Whistling-Ducks  were  there  2 Feb  (AK).  A 
pair  of  West  Indian  Whistling-Ducks  with  8 
ducklings  was  observed  entering  the  woods 
on  Stocking  L,  Exumas  18  Jan  (DW,  WM). 
The  Bahamas’  first  Greater  White-fronted 
Goose  was  found  at  Treasure  Cay  G.C.,  Aba- 
co  26  Feb-H  (BC,  fide  EB).  On  New  Provi- 
dence, Bahamas,  single  Snow  Geese  were  seen 
at  Harrold  and  Wilson  Ponds  N.P  (hereafter 
H.W.EN.E)  21  Jan  (PD,  TH)  and  Albany  G.C. 
16  Feb  (TH);  2 were  seen  Reef  G.C.,  Grand 
Bahama  13-20  Feb  (BP).  A record  4 Canada 
Geese  wintered  in  Bermuda,  including  one 
banded  in  Quebec  8 Jul  2009  (AD).  A Canada 
Goose  was  at  Ruby  G.C.,  Grand  Bahama  30 
Dec-30  Jan  (BP).  The  Gadwall  first  seen  in 
Nov  was  at  the  Lucayan  G.C.  and  Reef  G.C., 
Grand  Bahama  until  7 Jan  (BP).  Four  Gad- 
walls  were  at  Warwick  Pond,  Bermuda  18-28 
Feb+  (AD).  Also  at  Bermuda,  a female 
Eurasian  Wigeon  was  at  Marsh  Lane  31 
Dec-12  Jan  QM),  and  a male  was  at  Spittal 
Pond  20-23  Feb  (PW).  Over  30  American 
Wigeons  were  at  Emerald  Isle,  Great  Exuma 
17-21  Feb  (DE),  and  up  to  6 were  seen  at 
Southgate  Pond,  St.  Croix,  U.  S.  Virgin  Islands 
8 Dec-18  Feb  (CC-B,  LY);  one  was  at  Man- 
ning Bay,  St.  Croix  (LY,  CC-B,  SF).  A hen 
Northern  Shoveler  was  seen  sporadically  at 
Southgate  Pond,  St.  Croix  8 Dec-18  Feb  (CC- 
B,  LY,  SF),  and  at  Mt.  Fancy  Pond  23  Jan  (LY). 
Levesque  counted  52  Blue-winged  Teal  at 
Gaschet  Res.,  Guadeloupe  15  Jan  and  then  81 
at  Pointe  des  Chateaux  16  Feb.  Also  at  South- 
gate  and  Manning  Ponds,  St.  Croix,  6 Ring- 
necked Ducks  were  seen  8 Dec-7  Jan  (CC-B, 
SF  LY).  A Lesser  Scaup,  2 Masked  Ducks,  and 
45  Ruddy  Ducks  were  found  at  Gaschet  Res., 
Guadeloupe  15  Jan  (AL).  White-cheeked  Pin- 
tails are  increasing  on  Grand  Bahama,  with  a 
high  count  of  7 at  Reef  G.C.  7 Jan  (BP).  Two 
Red-breasted  Mergansers  were  seen  in  Abaco 
Sound  off  Roberts  Nursery,  Treasure  Cay  31 


Dec  (EB,  BP),  and  one  was  off  Mack  Town, 
Grand  Bahama  16  Jan  (BP).  A Ruddy  Duck  at 
Reef  G.C.,  Grand  Bahama  13  Feb-i-  (BP)  may 
be  represent  the  first  record  for  that  island.  By- 
comparison,  over  200  were  counted  at  Emer- 
ald Isle,  Great  Exuma  17-21  Feb  (DE).  At  Hu- 
macao  Wildlife  Refuge,  Puerto  Rico,  115  Rud- 
dy Ducks  were  counted  1 Feb  (DB).  A high 
count  of  24  Ruddy  Ducks  was  recorded  for 
Southgate  Pond,  St.  Croix  6 Jan  (CC-B,  LY). 
Both  stiff-tailed  ducks  (Masked  and  Ruddy) 
seem  to  be  enjoying  a resurgence  in  the  West 
Indies. 

An  international  team  (<http://www.birdlife.org/ 
news/news/2010/05/Jamaica-Petrel-expedition- 
report_Nov09.pdf>)  led  by  Hadoram  Shirihai  set  out  to 
determine  if  Jamaican  Petrel  {Pterodroma  carlbbaea),  un- 
recorded since  1879,  might  persist  in  Jamaica.  Unlike  past 
land-based  searches  for  this  enigmatic  bird,  such  as  those 
in  the  1960s  (Wingate)  and  those  in  the  1990s  (Zonfrillo, 
Douglas,  Davis,  Brinkley),  the  strategy  was  to  set  out  large 
frozen  blocks  of  chum  at  sea,  on  windy  days,  in  deep  wa- 
ter e.  of  the  John  Crow  Mts.,  and  wait  to  see  if  petrels  came 
in  to  investigate  the  mixture  of  oil  and  fish.  Their  work  was 
conducted  between  17  Nov  and  1 Dec,  and  they  did  simi- 
lar surveys  at  Guadeloupe  and  Dominica  2-10  Dec. 

The  results  were  impressive.  Although  no  Jamaican 
Petrels  were  observed,  46  individual  Black-capped  Petrels 
were  documented,  all  of  the  dark-masked  type  rather 
than  the  white-cheeked  type  (these  types  have  different 
molt  schedules  and  probably  nest  in  different  locations). 
This  discovery  provides  some  hope  that  Black-capped  Pe- 
trels nest  in  the  steep  ridges  of  the  John  Crow  Mts.,  and 
perhaps  that  a few  Jamaican  Petrels  survive  as  well;  Shir- 
ihai and  colleagues  found  a local  person  who  had  seen  a 
live  Black-capped  Petrel  brought  from  a high  ridge  near 
1 8°  02'  N,  76°  23'W,  very  near  where  searches  in  Nov  1964 
and  Nov  1997  were  conducted  on  foot.  In  addition  to  the 
Black-capped,  the  team  documented  both  Parasitic  and 
Pomarine  Jaegers  and  both  Band-rumped  and  Leach's 
Storm-Petrels,  for  which  there  are  few  Jamaican  records. 

A Sooty  Shearwater  was  noted  in  Ships 
Channel,  Exumas  10  Jan  (BE).  A Northern 
Gannet  was  seen  at  various  locations  at 
Bermuda  18-31  Dec  (RE  EW).  The  first  re- 
turning White-tailed  Tropicbird  was  noted  at 
Spittal  Fond,  Bermuda  2 Feb  (KR).  An  Amer- 
ican White  Pelican,  rare  in  the  Bahamas,  flew 
over  three  lucky  birders  at  Rocky  Point  duck 
pond,  near  Sandy  Pt.,  Abaco  7 Jan  (BH,  EB, 
TW),  A Great  Cormorant  was  in  Castle  Har- 
bour, Bermuda  24-31  Dec  QM)-  An  unidenti- 
fied swan  was  seen  flying  over  Sandys  Parish, 
Bermuda  13  & 17  Dec  (SR;  PH).  An  American 
Bittern  spent  the  winter  at  H.W.EN.E  (PD, 
LL,  LH,  TH,  TW),  and  another  was  seen  at 
Cable  Beach  Pond,  New  Providence  8 Feb 
(PD,  TH,  TW).  Thirteen  Yellow-crowned 
Night-Herons  were  found  at  Gardel  Res., 


VOIUME  64  (2010)  • NUMBER  2 


337 


WEST  INDIES  & BERMUDA 


The  Bahamas'  first  Greater  White-fronted  Goose  was  first  seen  26  February 
201 0 on  the  golf  course  at  Treasure  Cay,  Abaco.  It  was  not  identified  until  1 
(here  2)  March,  when  golfers  told  Woody  Bracey,  a local  birder,  about  the 
"funny  Canada  Goose."  The  subspecies  of  this  bird  is  not  readily  identifiable 
from  this  image.  Photograph  by  UliNowlan. 


This  Caribbean  Coot  (at  right)  on  New  Providence,  Bahamas  was  first  identi- 
fied on  1 1 February  201 0.  It  was  observed  aggressively  chasing  nearby  Ameri- 
can Coots.  It  became  more  tolerant  of  its  congeners  as  time  went  on,  and  may 
have  paired  with  an  American  Coot  in  spring.  If  accepted,  this  bird  will  furnish 
the  first  record  for  the  Bahamas.  Photograph  by  Tony  Hepburn. 


Guadeloupe  16  Feb  (AL).  In  the  Cienaga 
Tiburones  area,  Puerto  Rico,  114  Glossy  Ibis 
and  24  White  Ibis  were  counted  on  the  Areci- 
bo  C.B.C.  19  Dec  (JSo).  Thirteen  Glossy  Ibis 
were  noted  at  Laguna  Cartagena  N.W.R., 
Puerto  Rico  26  Dec  Oho,  AP).  A Roseate 
Spoonbill  at  Maillis  Ponds,  Adelaide,  New 
Providence  6 Feb  (CM)  was  one  of  the  few 
ever  seen  there.  Over  50  American  Flamingos 
flew  over  Cabbage  Point,  Long  Island,  Ba- 
hamas 9 Dec  (DL). 

A Black  Vulture  at  the  Grand  Bahama 
dump  was  a one-day  wonder  during  the 
Christmas  count  18  Dec  (BR).  Ospreys  with 
a fully  feathered  nestling  (estimated  to  be 
three  weeks  old)  were  nesting  at  Diamond 


Salt  Works,  Long  L,  Bahamas  20 
Feb+  QW,  SJ).  The  last  two  days 
of  Feb  were  good  for  Swallow- 
tailed Kites:  one  was  at  Marsh 
Flarbour,  Abaco  27  Feb  (ph.  JS), 
one  at  Bell  L,  Exumas  28  Feb 
(LD),  one  at  Treasure  Cay,  Abaco 
28  Feb  (NB-D),  and  5 at  West 
End,  Grand  Bahama  28  Feb 

(BP) ,  the  last  group  seen  flying 
northwestward  toward  Florida, 
into  a 25-30  knot  headwind.  Sin- 
gle Northern  Flarriers  were  at 
West  End,  Grand  Bahama  17 
Dec  (BP,  EB)  and  the  fruit  farm, 
Abaco  1-2  Jan  (EB,  BP);  one  was 
at  Spittal  Pond,  Bermuda  21  Feb 
(AD);  and  another  was  noted  at 
Caneel  Bay,  St  John,  U.  S.  Virgin 
Islands  19  Dec  (CP).  A Broad- 
winged Hawk  was  noted  at  Coli- 
nas  del  Yunque  in  Rio  Grande, 
Puerto  Rico  20  Dec  (JL).  A Pere- 
grine Falcon  over  Lyford  Cay 
G.C.,  New  Providence  25  Dec 
was  an  unexpected  present 

(CG) ;  another  was  noted  at 
Gaschet  Res.,  Guadeloupe  15 
Jan  (AL). 

RAILS  THROUGH  VIREOS 

A Sora  was  seen  at  Francis  Bay,  St 
John,  U.  S.  Virgin  Islands  29  Jan 
(LB).  Sixteen  Soras  and  2 Yellow- 
breasted Crakes  were  at  Laguna 
Cartagena  N.W.R.,  Puerto  Rico 
26  Dec  QSo,  AP).  A Purple 
Gallinule  was  at  H.W.RN.E  15- 
16  Feb  (PD,  ph.  TH,  CW).  A rare 
Purple  Gallinule  was  noted  at 
Schuster  Lower  Pond,  St.  Croix, 
U.  S.  Virgin  Islands  25  Jan  (LY); 
another  was  found  ailing  at  Pem- 
broke Marsh  and  taken  into  care 
at  Bermuda  Aquarium  13  Jan 
(AD).  Some  158  coots  (American,  Caribbean, 
and  hybrids),  with  2 downy  young,  were  at 
Southgate  Pond,  St.  Croix,  U.  S.  Virgin  Is- 
lands 6 Jan  (CC-B,  LY).  A Caribbean  Coot 
was  carefully  identified  in  a flock  of  20  Amer- 
icans at  Blue  Shark  G.C.,  New  Providence  11 
Feb-v  (TW,  PD,  ph.  TH).  A high  count  of  145 
Black-bellied  Plovers  was  recorded  at  West 
End  Salt  Pond,  St.  Croix  27  Jan  (LY,  CC-B). 
Two  American  Golden-Plovers  were  reported 
in  the  e.  side  of  the  Cienaga  Tiburones  in 
Barceloneta,  Puerto  Rico  26  Jan  (GL).  Snowy 
Plovers  were  seen  regularly  on  Long  L,  Ba- 
hamas, with  a high  count  of  22  on  30  Dec 
(DL).  Five  Snowy  Plovers  and  a Piping 
Plover  were  reported  at  the  Cabo  Rojo 


N.W.R.,  Puerto  Rico  26  Dec  OO-  Ten  Wil- 
son’s Plovers  at  Green  Turtle  Cay,  Bahamas  9 
Jan  (EB,  BM,  BH)  was  a good  count.  Two  Pip- 
ing Plovers  were  at  Cooper’s  Pt.,  Bermuda 
through  at  least  28  Feb  (PW).  Piping  Plovers 
banded  this  season  in  the  Bahamas  included 

6 on  New  Providence  17  Jan,  23  on  Grand 
Bahama  21-27  Jan,  and  28  on  North  Andros 
1-17  Feb  (SM,  PDo).  Banders  counted  59 
Pipings  on  Grand  Bahama,  46  s.  of  Forfar, 
and  45  on  the  s.  side  of  Cargill  Cr.,  North  An- 
dros 1 Feb.  Eight  Piping  Plovers  were  at 
Green  Turtle  Cay  2 Jan  (EB),  and  2 were  at 
Warderick  Wells,  Exumas  12  Jan  (BP).  Over 
100  Dunlins  and  6 Red  Knots  were  at  Green 
Turtle  Cay  27  Dec  (EB).  A Ruff  seen  at  Petite- 
Terre  Nature  Reserve,  Guadeloupe  17  Jan 
(AL)  made  the  first  winter  record  there.  Two 
Long-billed  Dowitchers  were  at  Reef  G.C., 
Grand  Bahama  21  Dec-13  Feb  (BP);  a Long- 
billed Dowitcher  accompanied  a Curlew 
Sandpiper  at  Congo  Rd.,  Barbados  2 Jan 
(EM).  Single  Solitary  Sandpipers  were  at 
Punta  Palmas,  Puerto  Rico  19  Dec  (GL)  and 
at  Gardel  Res.,  Guadeloupe  15  Dec  (AL).  A 
Red  Knot  and  2 Western  Sandpipers  were 
seen  at  Pointe  des  Chateaux,  Guadeloupe  15 
Dec  (AL).  A Red  Knot  was  seen  at  the 
Pinones,  Loiza,  Puerto  Rico  21  Feb  QSo).  In 
the  U.  S.  Virgin  Islands,  3 Greater  Yellowlegs 
were  seen  at  Francis  Bay  5 Feb  (LB),  and  12 
Short-billed  Dowitchers  were  there  26  Feb 
(LB);  also  in  that  country,  2 Ruddy  Turn- 
stones were  at  Mary’s  Creek  24  Feb  (LB). 
Twelve  Short-billed  Dowitchers  were  tallied 
at  Costa  de  Oro  salt  flats  in  Arecibo  on  the 
C.B.C.  there  19  Dec  QCa). 

A Franklin’s  Gull  was  reported  at  the 
Catano  piers,  Puerto  Rico  6 Jan  QSo).  A 
Black-headed  Gull  was  in  Hamilton  Harbour, 
Bermuda  3 Jan-15  Feb  (AD).  On  Abaco,  sin- 
gle Bonaparte’s  Gulls  were  at  Treasure  Cay  27 
Dec  (EB,  BB)  and  Cooperstown  10  Jan  (EB, 
BH,  BM);  3 were  at  Reef  G.C.,  Grand  Bahama 

7 Jan  (BP).  Undoubtedly,  the  main  highlight 
of  the  winter  in  Barbados  was  the  discovery  of 
a hrst-cycle  Glaucous  Gull  at  Pile  Bay  15  Nov 
(EM),  which  was  a new  species  for  the  West 
Indies.  Following  this,  Levesque  pho- 
tographed Guadeloupe’s  first,  and  the  Re- 
gion’s 3rd,  Iceland  Gull  at  Basse-Terre  11  Feb, 
identified  as  subspecies  kumlieni.  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gulls  were  common  on  Grand 
Bahama,  with  a high  count  of  44  at  the  dump 
22  Dec  (BP).  At  least  5 were  seen  daily  at 
Tarpum  Bay,  Eleuthera  21  Feb+  (DE).  Bermu- 
da also  had  a record  number — 53 — of  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gulls  23  Jan  (AD).  On  Grand 
Bahama,  a Great  Black-backed  Gull  was  at 
West  End  17  Dec  (BP),  and  2 were  at  Reef 
G.C.  7 Jan  (BP).  The  first  Great  Black-backed 
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This  Iceland  Gull  of  subspecies /fum/;en/ at  the  Basse-Terre  Nature  Reserve  11  February 
2010  was  the  first  for  Guadeloupe,  second  for  the  Lesser  Antilles,  and  only  the  third  for 
the  West  Indies,  following  one  in  the  Bahamas  during  the  previous  winter  and  another 
record  from  Anguilla.  Photograph  by  Anthony  Levesque. 


Gull  reported  from  the  British  Virgin  Islands 
was  seen  at  Tortola  20  Dec  (ph.  NWP).  A 
Brown  Noddy  was  observed  flying  off  Mon- 
tague, Nassau,  New  Providence  22  Dec  QT)- 
Single  Common  Terns  were  seen  at  South 
Beach,  New  Providence  20  & 28  Dec  (TH, 
NM,  PD,  WP)  and  at  Treasure  Cay,  Abaco  2 
Jan  (TH).  A Sandwich  Tern  was  seen  near 
Arawak  Cay,  Nassau,  New  Providence  14  Jan 
(PD,  TH,  TW).  Sergio  Colon  saw  276  Sand- 
wich Terns  at  Arecibo  Bay,  Puerto  Rico  19 
Dec.  Five  Atlantic  Puffins  were  found  washed 
up  on  beaches  in  the  w.  end  of  Bermuda  7 Feb 
(AD  et  al),  perhaps  indicative  of  a serious 
die-off  at  sea. 

In  Puerto  Rico,  4 Blue-and-yellow  Macaws 
were  seen  over  Cupey  San  Juan  12  Jan  QSo); 
48  Red-masked  Parakeets  were  at  Gar- 
rochales,  Arecibo  19  Dec  OSo);  1100  White- 
winged Parakeets  were  at  the  Inter-American 
University’s  San  German  campus  26  Dec 
(RC,JCr);  and  25  Orange-fronted  Parakeets 
were  at  La  Paulina,  Fajardo  20  Dec  OSo). 
Thirteen  Plain  Pigeons  were  counted  at  Bor- 
inquen  Ward  in  Caguas,  Puerto  Rico  9 Jan 
OSo).  On  the  Fajardo,  Puerto  Rico  C.B.C.,  all 
three  quail-dove  species  (Key  West,  Bridled, 
and  Ruddy)  were  reported  12  Dec  QW);  Bri- 
dled is  particularly  scarce  here.  One  of  the 
prize  birds  of  the  Puerto  Escondido,  Domini- 
can Republic  C.B.C.  was  a Bay-breasted 
Cuckoo  seen  5 Jan  (KW).  A Burrowing  Owl 
was  photographed  at  Elbow  Cay,  Abaco  in 
mid-Jan  (AM,  fide  BW).  Jose  Salguero  count- 
ed 8 Puerto  Rican  Screech-Owls  at  Parque 
Julio  Monagas  in  Bayambn,  Puerto  Rico  28 
Dec.  A Short-eared  Owl  was  seen  near 
Hamilton’s  dump  road.  Long  L,  Bahamas  28 
Feb  QW,  SJ,  CS,  JG,  RT);  another  was  at 
Bermuda  Airport  9 Jan  (AD).  Three  Antillean 
Nighthawks  were  noted  at  the  Barceloneta 
Outlets  shopping  center,  Puerto  Rico  19  Dec 
(AMo).  Chuck- will’s-widows  are  found  regu- 
larly on  the  n.  pine  islands  of  the  Bahamas, 
but  2 seen  on  Long  1.  24  Feb  QW  et  al.)  were 
unexpected.  Two  Puerto  Rican  Nightjars 
were  heard  at  Sierra  Bermeja,  Puerto  Rico  26 
Dec  OC).  A Ruby-throated  Hummingbird 
was  on  Wreck  Rd.,  Bermuda  1 Dec-1  Jan 
(WF).  A Northern  Flicker  was  drinking  at  a 
garden  birdbath  in  Tamarind  Vale,  Bermuda 
13  Dec  (A&SC). 

Eastern  Phoebes  were  at  the  fruit  farm  and 
Treasure  Cay  Airport,  Abaco  2-4  & 13  Jan 
(EB,  TH,  BH,  BM).  Phoebes  were  also  seen  at 
the  Blue  Shark  G.C.,  New  Providence  4 Jan 
(PD,  TH)  and  the  Lucayan  G.C.,  Grand  Ba- 
hama 26  Feb  (BP).  An  Eastern  Phoebe  was  at 
Coral  Beach  Club,  Bermuda  31  Dec-1  Jan 
(AD).  Two  Western  Kingbirds  were  at  Spittal 
Pond,  Bermuda  12  Dec-4Jan  (TWi)  and  2 at 


Abaco’s  fruit  farm  2-3 
Jan  (EB,  BH,  BP,  TH).  A 
Fork-tailed  Flycatcher 
photographed  at  St. 

George  Gingerland 
Parish,  Nevis  17  Feb 
(MML,  MB,  BBB,  MBB) 
marked  the  first  record 
for  the  island.  Late 
Gray  Kingbirds  includ- 
ed one  at  Lucayan  G.C. 

12  Dec  (BP)  and  3 on 
Eastern  Rd.,  Nassau, 

New  Providence  26 
Dec  (TH),  A Caribbean 
Elaenia,  considered 
rare  along  the  n.  coast 
of  Puerto  Rico,  was  at 
El  Frances  in  Arecibo 
19  Dec  OS).  In  Puerto 
Rico,  single  White- 
eyed Vireos  at  Punta 
Palmas,  Barceloneta 
(GL)  and  at  Rincon 
Chiquito,  Arecibo  were  seen  19  Dec  (SC). 
Three  White-eyed  Vireos  were  at  Maclean’s 
Town,  Grand  Bahama  31  Jan  (BP),  and  single 
Blue-headed  Vireos  were  at  the  egg  farm  and 
Lucayan  G.C.  there  16  Dec  (BP,  EB).  A Blue- 
headed was  also  seen  at  St.  Augustine’s  Col- 
lege, Nassau,  New  Providence  20  Dec  (PD, 
WP,  ph.  LL).  Two  Blue-headed  Vireos  were  at 
Morgan’s  Pt.,  Bermuda  31  Dec  (EA).  A 
Philadelphia  Vireo  was  seen  at  Clifton,  New 
Providence  5 Dec  (CW).  A Philadelphia 
Vireo  seen  at  Port-Louis  swamp  was  a first 
for  Guadeloupe  6 Jan  (AL),  and  perhaps  only 
the  2nd  from  the  Lesser  Antilles. 

SWALLOWS  THROUGH  BLACKBIRDS 

A Caribbean  Martin  was  observed  at  the  old 
Cambalache  Sugar  Mill  in  Arecibo,  Puerto 
Rico  22  Jan  QSo).  At  a roost  at  Point  a Pitre, 
Guadeloupe,  42  Caribbean  Martins,  the  first 
of  the  season,  were  found  25  Jan  (AL).  Ten 
Tree  Swallows  were  at  the  Juana  Diaz  farm- 
land, Puerto  Rico  1 Dec  OSo,  MSo),  and  one 
wintered  at  Bermuda  Airport  (AD).  A single 
Tree  Swallow  was  noted  on  the  Fajardo, 
Puerto  Rico  C.B.C.  20  Dec  OW).  A Violet- 
green  Swallow  at  the  Cabo  Rojo  N.W.R., 
Puerto  Rico  2 Feb  (ph.  JC)  is  a remarkable 
find  and  the  first  for  the  West  Indies  (fide 
JSo).  Six  Golden  Swallows  were  counted 
during  the  Puerto  Escondido,  Dominican 
Republic  C.B.C.  5 Jan  (KW).  Northern 
Rough-winged  Swallows  numbered  20  at 
Charca  Valdez,  Puerto  Rico  10  Jan  (GL). 
Gabriel  Lugo  also  reported  a Bank  Swallow 
at  Charca  Yeguadas  in  Camuy,  Puerto  Rico 

13  Jan.  Elwood  Bracey  found  a House  Wren 


near  the  Treasure  Cay  Airport  4 Jan.  A Her- 
mit Thrush  was  at  Lagoon  Park,  Bermuda  16 
Dec  (DWa),  and  a Wood  Thrush  was  in  Jen- 
ningsland,  Bermuda  24  Dec-1  Jan  (JM).  A 
Hermit  Thrush  was  at  Angelfish  Pt.,  Abaco 
10  Jan  (EB,  BH,  BM),  and  an  American 
Robin  was  at  Treasure  Cay  17-18  Feb  (EB, 
BB,  FS).  Two  Bicknell’s  Thrushes  and  a La 
Selle  Thrush  were  noted  on  the  Puerto  Es- 
condido, Dominican  Republic  C.B.C.  5 Jan 
(KW).  An  important  discovery  at  East  Pt., 
Barbados  was  the  island’s  first  known  va- 
grant Tropical  Mockingbird  27  Dec+  (MDF, 
RR  et  al.).  An  early  twentieth-century  at- 
tempt to  introduce  this  widespread  Lesser 
Antillean  species  to  Barbados  was  unsuccess- 
ful (EM).  A Common  Myna  near  the  Reef 
G.C.,  Grand  Bahama  24  Feb  (MA)  was  the 
first  found  in  the  Bahamas;  it  may  have  been 
a vagrant  from  tbe  recently  established  Flori- 
da population.  An  American  Pipit  on  the 
Treasure  Cay  Grand  Bahama,  G.C.  was  a 
good  find  8 Jan  (BM),  while  another  was 
seen  at  Grape  Bay,  Bermuda  3 Jan  (DW). 

Bruce  Hallett  and  Bruce  Purdy  found  an  Or- 
ange-crowned Warbler  at  the  fruit  farm,  Aba- 
co 3 Jan.  A Blue-winged  Warbler,  rare  at  St. 
Croix,  was  noted  at  Sugar  Bay  mangrove  forest 
29  Jan  (LY,  CC-B).  A Nashville  Warbler  was  at 
the  Gladstone  Rd.  Agriculture  Center,  New 
Providence  11  & 18  Jan  (PD,  TH).  A Yellow 
Warbler  was  seen  at  Pembroke  Marsh,  Bermu- 
da 31  Dec  QTa,  BL).  Dave  Ewert  found  a Kirt- 
land’s  Warbler  near  the  Queen’s  Hwy.  not  far 
from  Moss  Town,  Great  Exuma  18  Feb.  At 
least  10  Kirtland’s  were  seen  at  four  locations 
in  s.  Eleuthera  21  Feb-7  Mar  (DE).  Wunderle 
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and  his  team  found  12  Kirtland’s  Warblers  and 
banded  5 on  Long  1.  20  Feb-3  Mar,  Another 
Kirtland’s  was  on  New  Providence  18  Dec 
(PD,  ph.  LL).  Despite  being  abundant  in  parts 
of  the  w.  Caribbean,  a Palm  Warbler  found  at 
Woodbourne  Shorebird  Reserve,  Barbados  19 
Jan  (WB,  RCh  et  al.)  was  the  brst  record  for 
the  island.  A single  Elbn  Woods  Warbler  was 
noted  at  Icacos  Valley  of  the  El  Yunque  N.E, 
Puerto  Rico  20  Dec  OW).  At  Sugar  Bay  man- 
grove, St,  Croix,  a male  Black-throated  Blue 
Warbler  was  seen  21  Dec  (LY,  CC-B).  Also  on 
St.  Croix,  Ovenbirds  were  at  Estate  Wills  Bay 
4 Jan  (CC-B,  LY)  and  Estate  William  18  Feb 
(LEY),  and  another  was  noted  at  Francis  Bay, 
St.  John,  U.  S.  Virgin  Islands  5 Feb  (LB).  A 
Kentucky  Warbler  was  at  Spittal  Pond,  Bermu- 
da 31  Dec  (AD).  A male  Common  Yel- 
lowthroat  was  found  at  Southgate  Pond,  St. 
Croix  20  Dec  (CC-B),  and  2 were  there  16  Jan 
(CC-B,  LY).  A male  Hooded  Warbler  persisted 
throughout  the  winter  period  at  Estate  Jolly 
Hill,  St.  Croix  (LY).  Levesque  tallied  10 
species  of  warblers  at  Port  Louis  Swamp, 
Guadeloupe  8 Jan:  23  Northern  Waterthrush- 
es,  15  American  Redstarts,  9 Northern  Paru- 
las,  3 Ovenbirds,  3 Prothonotary  Warblers,  2 
Black-and-white  Warblers,  and  single  Magno- 
lia Warbler,  Cape  May  Warbler,  Yellow- 
rumped  Warbler,  and  Hooded  Warbler. 

Summer  Tanagers  were  at  Robert’s  Nurs- 
ery, Abaco  2 Jan  (BH,  BB,  YL),  Blue  Shark 
G.C.,  New  Providence  4 Jan  (PD,  TH),  and 
Garden  of  the  Groves,  Grand  Bahama  19-20 
Jan  (2  birds;  BP,  LM).  A Summer  Tanager 
was  on  Wreck  Rd.,  Bermuda  1 Jan  (AD). 
Five  Savannah  Sparrows  were  at  Port  Royal, 
Bermuda  16  Dec  (DW);  small  Uocks  win- 
tered at  Gladstone  Rd.  Agriculture  Center, 
New  Providence  and  Treasure  Cay,  Abaco 


(PD,  EB,  m.ob.).  A Grasshopper  Sparrow 
was  at  the  Treasure  Cay  dump  3 1 Dec  and  4 
Jan  (EB,  BP,  BH),  and  a Lincoln’s  Sparrow 
was  at  Robert’s  Nursery  in  Treasure  Cay  18 
Jan  (EB,  SB)  and  10  Feb  (RS).  A Fox  Spar- 
row was  at  Morgan’s  Pt.,  Bermuda  16  Jan 
(AD).  A White-crowned  Sparrow  visited  a 
feeder  on  Elbow  Cay,  Abaco  regularly 
through  Jan  and  Feb  (AM).  Three  Snow 
Buntings  were  noted  on  the  Castle  Harbour 
Is.,  Bermuda  1 Dec-21  Jan  QM)-  Single 
Dickcissels  were  at  Lukes  Farm  and  Riddles 
Bay  G.C.,  Bermuda  16  Dec  (DW)  and  Coop- 
er’s 1.  31  Dec  (PW).  Thirty-nine  Yellow- 
shouldered Blackbirds  were  counted  during 
the  Cabo  Rojo,  Puerto  Rico  C.B.C.  26  Dec 
QC).  Four  Shiny  Cowbirds  were  found  on 
the  Grand  Bahama  C.B.C.  18  Dec  (fide  BP). 
Single  Baltimore  Orioles  were  seen  at  the 
fruit  farm,  Abaco  2 Jan  (BP)  and  at  Blue 
Shark  G.C.,  New  Providence  4 Jan  (PD, 
TH);  4 were  on  on  the  Fajardo,  Puerto  Rico 
C.B.C.  20  Dec  QW).  Two  Hispaniolan 
Crossbills  and  2 Antillean  Siskins  were  seen 
on  the  Puerto  Escondido,  Dominican  Re- 
public C.B.C.  5 Jan  (KW). 

Corrigendum:  In  the  winter  season  2008- 
2009  report,  the  2 Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks 
seen  at  Estate  Windsor  on  17  Jan  2009  (LY) 
represented  the  2nd  winter  record  for  St. 
Croix,  not  the  2nd  record  overall. 
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got Britton,  Benjamin  B.  Britton  (BBB),  Megan 
B.  Britton  (MBB),  Wayne  Burke,  Neil  Brett- 
Davies,  Sam  Buttrick,  Juan  Camacho  QLa), 
Ryan  Chenery  (RCh),  Jose  Colon,  Sergio 


Colon,  Bob  Cook,  Andrew  & Sonia  Cox,  Car- 
ol Cramer-Burke,  Rafael  Cruz,  Jose  Cruz 
OCr),  Paul  Dean  (PD),  Andrew  Dobson,  Peter 
Doherty  (PDo),  Larry  Dougan,  Dave  Ewert, 
Wendy  Frith,  Sheelagh  Fromer,  Martin  Frost, 
Jill  Gautreaux,  Chris  Goodwin,  Bruce  Hallett, 
Lee  Hanna,  Tony  Hepburn,  Peter  Hopkin, 
Scott  Johnson,  Alan  Kneidel,  Anthony 
Levesque,  Lionel  Levine,  David  Lincoln,  Y. 
Ljungholm,  Jean  Lodge,  Bruce  Lorhan, 
Gabriel  Lugo,  Mark  M.  Ludlow,  Wendell  Mac- 
Gregor, Sid  Maddock,  Jeremy  Madeiros, 
Charles  Maillis,  Audrey  Malone,  Larry  Man- 
fredi,  Becky  Marvil,  Eddie  Massiah,  Neil 
McKinney,  Alberto  Molina  (AMo),  Ana  Pazos, 
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Winter  is  normally  the  rainy  season 
in  the  Region,  but  the  winter  of 
2009-2010  was  unusually  dry. 
Rainfall  was  below  normal  on  all  the  islands,  ' 
with  serious  drought  conditions  in  many  ar- 
eas. Like  the  preceding  fall,  this  was  another 
good  season  for  unusual  migrants,  especially 
productive  for  unusual  waterbirds.  The 
cetacean  researchers  with  Cascadia  Research 
Collective  were  back  in  the  Region  for  more 
field  studies  and  took  another  large  batch  of 
seabird  photographs  off  the  Kona  coast  of 
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Hawaii  Island.  Once  again,  they  documented 
a remarkable  number  of  gadfly  petrels  and 
other  interesting  seabirds. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  TERNS 

Overall  numbers  of  migrant  waterfowl  were 
not  particularly  high,  but  several  uncommon 
species  were  reported.  Greater  White-front- 
ed Geese  have  been  considered  rare  in  the 
Region,  but  this  winter  there  were  at  least 
14,  with  one  at  the  Honouliuli  Unit  of  Pearl 
Harbor  N.W.R.  5 Dec+  (KP,  m.ob.),  3 at  Ohi- 
apilo  Pond,  Molokai  I.  Dec+  (ADY),  and  8 at 
the  Kii  Unit  of  James  Campbell  N.W.R.  9 
Dec+  (ML,  m.ob.).  These  numbers  are  un- 
precedented. There  were  scattered  reports  of 
single  birds  elsewhere  around  the  Region, 
but  these  birds  were  seen  for  only  short  peri- 
ods and  may  have  ended  up  with  the  other 
birds  noted  above.  Two  imm.  Snow  Geese 
were  at  Punaluu,  Hawaii  I.  3 (ph.  SH)  & 5 
Dec  (ph.  RD).  A single  imm.  Snow  Goose 
was  seen  at  Kahana  15  Dec  (MN)  and  29  Jan 
(ADY).  The  Snows  at  Punaluu  were  not  re- 
ported after  5 Dec,  so  it  is  unknown  if  the 
Snows  at  Kanaha  were  different  individuals. 
Snow  Geese  are  very  rare  in  the  Region.  A 
Brant  was  observed  in  Kahuku,  Oahu  I.  in 
Dec  and  later,  and  another  was  seen  in  the 
area,  sometimes  with  the  other  Brant,  20 
Jan+  (MO,  m.ob.).  Single  Brant  were  ob- 
served at  Poipu,  Kauai  1.  2 Dec  (MS),  at 
Punaluu  3 (ph.  SH)  & 5 Dec  (ph.  RD),  and 
at  Palaauwai,  Molokai  1.  1 & 11  Feb  QB).  A 
Cackling/Canada  Goose,  thought  to  be  a 
Cackling,  was  at  Kii  Dec+  (ph.  ML,  m.ob.). 
Brants  and  Cacklings  are  regular  in  the  Re- 
gion. A drake  Gadwall  was  observed  at  Kii 
14  Jan+  (KP,  MO,  ph.  SL).  Four  Tufted  Ducks 
were  observed  at  the  Punamano  unit  of 
James  Campbell  N.W.R.  15  Feb  (PD,  RM, 
MO,  KP).  These  ducks  may  have  been 
among  a flock  of  bay  ducks  but  unrecog- 
nized as  Tufteds  until  they  developed  more 
distinctive  plumage  in  late  winter.  A Hooded 
Merganser  at  Waiakea  Pond,  Hawaii  1.  26 
Dec  (RS)  was  also  observed  there  1 (ph.  RD) 
& 2 Jan  (ph.  MW).  Gadwalls,  Tufted  Ducks, 
and  Hooded  Mergansers  are  all  rare  in  the 
Region.  A Pied-billed  Grebe  was  at  Kahana 
24Jan  (ph.  MW),  26  Jan  (RD),  20  Feb  (GE), 
and  23  Feb  (CP). 

Researchers  with  the  Cascadia  Research 
Collective  were  back  out  on  the  water  off  the 
w.  (Kona)  coast  of  Hawaii  Island.  They  pho- 
tographed a nice  array  of  interesting  seabirds, 
especially  petrels,  including  Kermadec  10 
Dec  (one),  Murphy’s  20  Dec  (2),  Hawaiian 
(Endangered)  13  Dec  (one).  White-necked 
1 1 Dec  (one),  13  Dec  (2)  and  16  Dec  (2),  and 
Black-winged  16  Dec  (one).  Other  birds  pho- 


tographed included  Wedge-tailed  14  Dec 
(one)  & 16  Dec  (2),  and  Sooty  Shearwaters 
17  Dec  (one),  Leach’s  Storm-Petrels  10  Dec 
(one),  12  Dec  (4),  and  21  Dec  (one),  a 
White-tailed  Tropicbird  21  Dec,  and  first- 
year  Masked  10  Dec  (one),  and  Red-footed 
Boobies  10  Dec  (one).  Wedge-tailed  Shear- 
waters are  common  breeders  in  the  islands, 
but  are  uncommon  in  winter  off  Kona.  Black- 
winged Petrels  and  Sooty  Shearwaters  are 
two  of  the  more  common  non-breeding 
tubenoses  in  the  Region,  and  Leach’s  Storm- 
Petrels  are  regular  in  small  numbers,  whereas 
Kermadec,  Murphy’s,  and 
White-necked  Petrels  have  been 
reported  only  occasionally. 
White-tailed  Tropicbirds, 

Masked  Boobies,  and  Red-footed 
Boobies  all  breed  in  the  main 
Hawaiian  Islands  but  are  un- 
common off  Kona.  (Thanks  to 
Peter  Pyle  for  studying  the  pho- 
tographs and  helping  to  identify 
many  of  the  species.) 

Single  White-faced  Ibis  were 
at  Kealia  Dec+  (m.ob.),  at  Kana- 
ha Dec+  (m.ob.),  and  at  Hanalei 
N.W.R.,  Kauai  1.  3 Jan  (DP). 

Small  numbers  of  White-faceds 
have  been  reported  regularly 
over  the  past  15  years  or  so.  An 
Osprey  was  seen  at  Kawaiele, 

Kauai  1.  22  Dec  (DK)  and  1 1 Jan 
QD).  There  were  scattered  re- 
ports of  Peregrine  Falcons  over 
or  near  Oahu  1.  through  the  win- 
ter: one  was  over  Manana  1.  5 & 

8 Dec  (ph.  MW),  2 over  Portlock 
7 Dec  (vt.  SC),  one  over  Manana 
Trail  3 Jan  QH,  LH,  DD),  and 
one  at  Kii  29  Jan  (KP)  and  4 Feb 
(ph.  SL).  Peregrines  were  also 
observed  in  Polihale,  Kauai  1.  25 
Jan  (DK),  and  at  Makena,  Maui 
I.  14  Feb  (RP).  It  is  difficult  to 
tell  from  these  reports  how  many 
different  individuals  were  in- 
volved. Peregrines  are  regular 
but  uncommon  in  the  Region. 

This  was  an  unusually  good  win- 
ter for  unusual  shorebirds.  Two 
Kiildeer,  rare  but  regular  in  the 
Region,  were  seen  at  Kealia  10 
Dec  (MN),  and  Kiildeer  were 
also  reported  from  various  loca- 
tions in  cen.  Maui  Jan+  (m.ob.). 

It  is  difficult  to  know  how  many 
were  present,  but  on  18  Feb,  3 
were  seen  at  Kealia  and  one  was 
seen  immediately  afterwards  at 
the  Kahului-Wailuku  S.T.P. 


(GE),  so  it  appears  there  were  at  least  4,  an 
unusually  high  count.  A Whimbrel  of  the 
Inidsoiiicus  subspecies  accompanied  up  to  5 
Bristle-thighed  Curlews  on  Molokai  1.  Sep+ 
(ADY);  Whimbrels  are  uncommon  but  regu- 
lar in  the  Region.  Numbers  of  Bristle-thighed 
Curlews  in  the  main  islands  remained  good, 
with  42  counted  at  Kii  14Jan  (KP),  5 seen  on 
Molokai  20  Jan,  and  2 seen  at  Hualalai  Resort, 
Hawaii  I.  15  Feb  (RP).  Bristle-thigheds  are 
regular  in  small  numbers  locally  in  the  main 
islands.  A Bar-tailed  Godwit  was  observed  at 
Kealia  25  Jan  (ph.  MW).  A Curlew  Sandpiper 


Among  the  uncommon  geese  that  showed  up  in  winter  2009-2010  in  Hawaii, 
the  rarest  were  the  Snow  Geese,  including  these  two  at  Punaluu,  Hawaii  Is- 
land S December  2009.  Photograph  by  Reg  David. 


In  Hawaii,  an  influx  of  uncommon  waterfowl  included  unprecedented  num- 
bers of  Greater  White-fronted  Geese,  including  this  one  at  Punaluu,  Hawaii  Is- 
land 5 December  2009.  Photograph  by  Reg  David. 


This  male  Gadwall  was  observed  at  the  Kii  Unit  of  James  Campbell  National 
Wildlife  Refuge,  Hawaii  Island,  Hawaii  over  a period  of  several  weeks  (here  14 
January  2010,  the  date  of  discovery)  but  was  sometimes  frustratingly  difficult 
to  find.  Photograph  by  Satoko  Lincoln. 
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This  Bar-tailed  Godwit  was  photographed  at  Kealia  Pond  National 
Wildlife  Refuge,  Maui  Island,  Hawaii  26  January  2010.  Photograph  by 
Michael  Walther. 


This  Pied-billed  Grebe  at  Kahana  Pond,  Maui  Isiand,  Hawaii 
was  often  difficuit  to  observe,  so  this  image  from  24  January 
2010  was  a fortunate  shot.  Photograph  by  Michael  Walther. 


in  Kahuku,  Oahu  I.  6 & 12  Dec  (ph.  MW) 
may  have  been  the  same  bird  seen  at  Pouhala 
Marsh,  Oahu  I.  16  Feb  (ph.  MW).  The  Casca- 
clia  Research  Collective  photographed  one 
Red  Phalarope  off  the  Kona  coast  10  Dec.  Bar- 
tailed Godwits  and  Curlew  Sandpipers  are 
rare  in  the  Region,  while  Red  Phalaropes  are 
uncommon. 

Ten  Laughing  Gulls,  a high  count  for  the 
Region,  were  seen  at  Ohiapilo  20  Jan  and  12 


Feb  (ADY),  and  a Bonaparte’s  Gull 
was  also  seen  at  Ohiapilo  Dec-r  (ph. 

ADY).  The  Cascadia  Research  Col- 
lective also  photographed  a Laugh- 
ing Gull  off  the  Kona  coast.  Large 
gulls  remained  scarce:  the  only  re- 
ports were  of  single  Glaucous- 
winged Gulls  on  Oahu  I.  at  Kaena 
Pt.  7 Dec  (MO,  LY),  Yokohama 
Beach,  27  Dec  (ph.  MW),  and  Kaawa 
27  Dec  (ph.  GS).  A gull  at 
Palaauwai,  Molokai  1.  14  Dec  (ADY) 
may  also  have  been  a Glaucous- 
winged. The  only  unusual  tern  re- 
ported over  the 
winter  was  a 
Caspian  Tern  in 
Kaneohe,  Oahu  1.  30  Dec 
(RM,  PD).  Caspian  Terns 
are  uncommon  but  regular 
in  the  Region.  One  Poma- 
rine  and  2 Long-tailed 
Jaegers  were  photographed 
off  the  Kona  coast  20  Dec 
& 8 Dec,  respectively 
(C.R.C);  the  latter  species 
is  thought  to  be  relatively 
rare  in  the  Region,  whereas 
Pomarine  is  recorded  regu- 
larly. Up  to  58  Red-masked 
Parakeets,  plus  4 Red- 
masked  Parakeet  x Blue- 
crowned  Parakeet  hybrids, 
were  counted  in  e.  Hon- 
olulu 12  Feb  (MO).  This  is 
the  highest  count  so  far  for 
the  species. 

PASSERINES 

Two  Chestnut  Munias 
found  at  Kualapuu, 
Molokai  1.  20  Jan  (ADY) 
represent  the  first  observa- 
tion of  the  species  on  that 
island.  Single  Maui  Parrot- 
bills  (Endangered)  were 
found  in  Waikamoi  Pre- 
serve, Maui  1.  26  Dec  (CP), 
13  Feb  (RP),  and  20  Feb 
(CP).  There  were  five  re- 
ports of  Akohekohe  (En- 
dangered) in  Waikamoi  26  Dec  (CP),  13  Feb 
(RP),  19  Feb  (high  count  of  4;  CP,  GE,  MO), 
20  Feb  (CP),  and  21  Feb  (RH).  Observers  on 
Hawaii  1.  were  able  to  consistently  find  very 
small  numbers  of  Palila,  Akiapolaau,  Hawaii 
Creeper,  and  Akepa  (all  Endangered),  but  this 
should  not  be  taken  as  an  indication  that  these 
species  are  present  in  healthy  numbers:  most 
of  the  reports  are  from  tour  leaders  and  local 
observers  skilled  in  finding  these  species  and 


Curlew  Sandpipers  have  become  more  regular  in  the  Hawaiian 

Islands  over  the  past  twenty  years  or  so,  but  they  remain  rare. 
This  bird  Pouhala  Marsh,  Oahu  Island  16  January  2010  may 
have  been  the  same  individual  as  photographed  at  Kahuku  6 
and  12  December  2009.  Photograph  by  Michael  Walther. 

very  familiar  with  the  area.  Numbers  of  indi- 
viduals seen  are  very  low.  Eor  example,  H.ET. 
groups  usually  find  only  1-10  Palila,  1-3  Aki- 
apolaau, 1-10  Hawaii  Creepers,  and  1-0  Akepa. 

Contributors:  Steve  Ackers,  Gail  Andrews, 
Winston  B,  Jade  Brujell,  Phil  Capitolo,  Casca- 
dia Research  Cooperative  (C.R.C),  Sunway 
Chong,  Patrick  Cotter,  Reg  David,  Bob 
Dellinger,  Savannah  Dellinger,  Jim  Denny,  Ar- 
leone  Dibben- Young,  David  Dickinson,  Peter 
Donaldson,  Darren  Dowell,  Marc  Dragiewicz, 
Don  Drake,  Gil  Ewing,  Mel  Goff,  John  Hall, 
Hawaii  Eorest  & Trail  (H.ET.),  Steve  Hess, 
Joshua  Heywood,  Lynn  Hodgson,  Gene  Hunn, 
Roger  Hunt,  Douglas  Johnson,  Jake  Kaauwai, 
John  Klavitter,  David  Kuhn,  Michael  Libbe, 
Satoko  Lincoln,  Kurt  Lindsay,  Mike  Lohr, 
Richard  May,  Steve  Montgomery,  Rich  Nichol- 
son, Mike  Nishimoto,  Mike  Ord,  Rob  Pacheco, 
Jim  Pea,  Giles  Pettifor,  Kurt  Pohlman,  Deborah 
Powell,  Chuck  Probst,  Sue  Reel,  Brooks 
Rownd,  Mike  Russell,  George  Shoemaker,  For- 
est & Kim  Starr,  Sonia  Stephens,  Mark  Sulli- 
van, Jesse  Swift,  Darrah  Thomas,  Michael 
Walther,  Megan  Westervelt.  1$ 


Peter  Donaldson,  2375  Ahakapu  Street 
Pearl  City,  Hawaii  96782,  (pdnldsn.bird@mac.com) 


Among  the  many  photographs  provided  by  Cascadia  Research  Collective  working  off 
the  Kona  Coast  of  Hawaii  Island,  Hawaii  was  this  image  of  a Kermadec  Petrel  taken  10 
December  2009.  Photograph  by  Daniel  Webster/Cascadia  Research  Collective. 


Killdeer  are  very  uncommon  in  Hawaii  and  infrequently  photographed;  this  one  at  the 
Hansen  Road  Ponds,  Maui  Island  24  January  201 0 was  one  of  at  least  four  found  on 
Maui  in  winter  2009-2010.  Photograph  by  Michael  Walther. 
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Figure  1 . Approximate  range  of  Type  5 Red  Crossbill  In  western  North  America.  Map  adapted  by  permission  from  original  byJeffGrotb. 


Abstract 

This  paper  provides  documentation  of  Type  5 
Red  Crossbill  (Loxia  curvirostra)  near 
Pharsalia,  Chenango  County,  New  York, 
where  two  calling  individuals  were  audio- 
taped  on  5 August  2006.  This  record  is  the 
first  of  Type  5 verified  east  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains.  Identification  to  Type  was  con- 
firmed by  authorities  Jeffrey  Groth,  Craig 
Benkman,  and  Nathan  Pieplow.  The  paper 
also  reviews  identification  of  this  Type  5 and 
others  types  by  audiospectrographic  analysis. 

Introduction 

Since  the  publication  of  groundbreaking  re- 
search on  the  Red  Crossbill  (Loxia  cutyiros- 
tra)  complex  by  Groth  (1993;  see  also 
<http://research.amnh.org/vz/ornithology/cro 
ssbills/nathist.html>),  audio-recording  Red 
Crossbills,  particularly  birds  giving  flight 
calls,  has  become  more  widespread  among 
amateur  ornithologists.  Groth  (1993), 
Benkman  (1999),  and  Irwin  (2010)  have 
demonstrated  that  at  least  ten  Red  Crossbill 
call-types  (hereafter.  Types)  are  distinguish- 
able in  North  America.  These  Types  may  rep- 


resent species,  or  possibly  incipient  species, 
and  indeed  one  has  already  been  described  as 
a full  species.  South  Hills  Crossbill,  L.  sinesci- 
urus  (Benkman  et  al.  2009).  Types  are  associ- 
ated with  differences  in  morphology,  genetics, 
and  ecological  specialization  (Groth  1993, 
Benkman  1993,  Parchman  et  al.  2006).  To 
identify  a calling  Red  Crossbill  to  Type  with 
certainty,  audiospectrographic  analysis  of 
recorded  calls  is  required,  although  some  peo- 
ple have  demonstrated  the  ability  to  distin- 
guish some  Types  by  ear.  For  non-specialists, 
computer  programs  such  as  Raven  Lite  (see 
<http://vvww.birds.cornell.edu/brp/raven/Rav- 
enOverview.html>)  can  be  used  to  produce 
spectrographs  from  sound  recordings  relative- 
ly easily. 

Field  encounter  and 
confirmation  of  Type 

On  5 August  2006,  Greg  Budney  and  I arrived 
at  North  Road  in  Pharsalia,  Chenango  Coun- 
ty, New  York  at  approximately  0930  EOT. 
Type  1 Red  Crossbills  were  immediately  heard 
and  recorded.  At  1045  EDT,  we  moved  east- 
ward on  the  old  CCC  Trucking  Trail,  then 


southward  onto  Coy  Street.  After  travelling 
for  about  one  kilometer  on  Coy  Street,  we 
stopped  in  front  of  a 160-hectare  plantation  of 
Norway  Spruce  (Picea  abies),  European  Larch 
(Larix  decidua) , and  Red  Pine  (Pinus  resinosa). 
A 30-hectare  stand  of  White  Spruce  (Picea 
glauca)  was  across  the  road  to  the  east,  and  in 
the  general  area  were  scattered  Scots  Pine  (Pi- 
nus sylvestris),  Eastern  White  Pine  (Pinus 
strobus),  Eastern  Hemlock  (Tsuga  canadensis), 
and  Red  Spruce  (Picea  nibens).  As  we  stepped 
out  of  the  car,  we  heard  Common  Ravens 
(Co/'vus  corax)  giving  an  interesting  mix  of 
vocalizations  from  a location  about  100  me- 
ters to  the  west,  deeper  into  the  larger  planta- 
tion. Budney  decided  to  record  them,  while  I 
stayed  near  the  car  and  observed  from  a dis- 
tance. During  his  last  recording,  as  he  was 
registering  data  on  weather  conditions,  equip- 
ment, location,  and  time,  two  Red  Crossbills 
flew  over  (at  42°  34’  21”  N,  75°  41’  10”  W). 
Budney  annotated  “Red  Crossbills”  during 
the  recording  (Macaulay  Library  of  Natural 
Sounds  #138299). 

In  July  2008,  I listened  to  Budney’s  raven 
recording.  Red  Crossbill  calls  had  been 
recorded  adequately  for  audiospectrographic 
analysis,  which  I made  using  Raven  Pro  1.3 
software.  As  I analyzed  the  spectrographs  of 
the  crossbills  and  listened  again  to  the  record- 
ing, 1 realized  they  most  closely  matched  the 
spectrographs  and  sounds  of  Groth’s  Type  5. 1 
knew  that  Type  5,  widespread  in  the  inter- 
mountain West  (Figure  1),  had  never  been 
confirmed  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
where  its  primary  food  species  occur,  namely 
seeds  of  Lodgepole  Pine  (Pinus  contorta  latifo- 
lia)  and  Engelmann  Spruce  (Picea  engelman- 
ni)  (Groth  1993,  Benkman  1993,  Kelsey 
2008). 

1 sent  the  recording  and  spectrograph  made 
from  it  (Figure  2)  to  Jeffrey  Groth  at  the 
American  Museum  of  Natural  History  and  to 
Craig  Benkman  at  the  University  of  Wyoming 
for  comments.  Groth  confirmed  them  as  Type 
5,  as  did  Benkman.  Because  the  crossbills  had 
been  recording  flying  while  an  announcement 
was  being  made,  the  spectrograph  has  some 
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Figure  2.  Two  spectrographs,  using  slightly  different  scales,  of 
Type  5 Red  Crossbill  (Macaulay  Library  of  Natural  Sounds 
#1 38299)  flight  calls  recorded  near  Pharsalia,  New  York  5 August 
2006.  Spectrographs  by  Matthew  A.  Young. 
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associated  noise;  however,  it  does  show  key 
characteristics  (described  below)  that  confirm 
the  identification  as  Type  5.  Later,  in  the 
spring  of  2009,  Nathan  Pieplow  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Colorado  made  an  independent  au- 
diospectrographic  analysis  of  the  calls,  also 
identifying  them  as  Type  5. 

Discussion 

The  flight  calls  of  Type  5 Red  Crossbills  have 
two  elements  that  drop  in  frequency,  but  the 
two  elements  are  given  in  very  slightly  differ- 
ent frequency  domains  (Figure  3).  The  lower 
element  is  generally  simpler  and  shows  less 
variation,  whereas  the  upper  element  usually 
rises  sharply  before  modulating  downward 
(Groth  1993).  The  second  element  starts  a 
fraction  of  a second  after  the  hrst  element.  In 
the  spectrograph,  this  second  element  con- 
nects with,  or  nearly  connects  with,  the  hrst 
element — thus  forming  a signature  that  looks 
similar  to  a lowercase  letter  “n”  or  “h”  rotated 
slightly  to  the  left.  The  deliveries  of  these  two 
elements  overlap  for  part  of  their  durations,  a 
texture  often  called  “polyphony”  in  music 


theory  (Bent  1998).  Because  both  elements 
modulate  differently  but  over  essentially  the 
same  time  span,  Type  5 Red  Crossbills  proba- 
bly use  both  halves  of  their  syrinx  simultane- 
ously, much  like  Cathanis  thrushes  (Groth 
1993,  Pieplow  2007).  The  overlapping  quali- 
ty of  the  elements  is  not  detectable  by  the  hu- 
man ear;  instead,  we  usually  perceive  a single 
note,  as  when  two  keys  of  a piano  are  struck 
at  the  same  time.  To  the  human  ear,  Type  5 
calls  sound  relatively  dry  and  “twangy.” 
Viewed  as  a spectrograph,  the  flight  call  of 
Type  5 shows  a distinctive  skewed  orientation 
that  differs  from  all  other  Types'  flight  calls 
(Figure  4)  and  is  thus  unlikely  to  be  misiden- 
tified.  A rare  variant  of  Type  1,  however,  can 
produce  calls  polyphonically  and  spectro- 
graphs of  such  calls  can  superficially  resemble 
those  of  Type  5 flight  calls.  Nonetheless,  spec- 
trographs of  Type  5 calls  do  not  show  the  ini- 
tial upward  component  diagnostic  of  Type  1 
calls  (Figure  3),  and  the  orientation  and 
sound  of  Type  5 calls  are  also  quite  different 
from  Type  1 variant  calls  (pers.  obs.;  N. 
Pieplow,  pers.  comm.).  In  Figure  2,  the  two 


elements  and  their  skewed  orientation  are  vis- 
ible, and  there  is  at  least  a hint  that  the  two  el- 
ements are  connected.  Spectrographs  of  flight 
calls  of  the  Red  Crossbill  Types  normally 
found  in  the  eastern  United  States  are  very 
different  from  Type  5 flight  calls:  Types  1 and 
2 have  downward-modulated  calls  (Groth 
1988,  Young  2008),  Type  3’s  call  has  a zig-zag 
shape,  Type  4 shows  “v”-shaped  calls,  and 
Type  10  often  has  checkmark-shaped  call. 
Type  5 produces  one  of  the  call  types  most 
easily  distinguished  by  ear,  but  Type  3 can 
sound  similar  at  times  (pers.  obs.;  N.  Pieplow, 
pers.  comm.) 

Despite  the  remarkable  variation  in  vocal- 
izations, morphometries,  and  ecological  asso- 
ciations in  the  Red  Crossbill  complex,  the 
Types  appear  to  fall  into  two  groups  in  North 
America:  those  that  follow  fluctuations  in  un- 
stable cone  crops  (Types  1,  2,  3,  4,  10,  and 
likely  7);  and  those  that  occur  mostly  in  areas 
with  more  stable  cone  crops,  such  as  certain 
pine  forests  (Types  5,  6,  and  9)  and/or  insular 
(Newfoundland  Type  8)  or  island-like  (South 
Hills  Type  9;  see  Benkman  et  al.  2009)  geogra- 
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Figure  3.  Spectrograph  a flight 
callofTypeSRed  Crossbill, 
recorded  at  Odell  Creek,  Oregon 
on  26  July  1988.  Spectrograph  by 
JeffGroth. 

phy  with  relatively  sta- 
ble cone  crops.  For  the 
most  part,  smaller-billed 
Types  are  more  no- 
madic, following  fluctu- 
ating cone  crops,  such 
as  those  of  Douglas-fir 
(Pseudotsuga  mmziesii). 
Western  Hemlock  (Tsuga 
heterophylla) , and  Sitka  Spruce  (Picea  sitchen- 
sis)  (Benkman  1993a,  Irwin  2010).  More 
sedentary  types,  which  have  larger  bills,  tend 
to  inhabit  areas  that  produce  more  stable 
conifer  cone  crops,  such  as  Lodgepole  Pine 
forests  (Benkman  1993a,  Benkman  2009).  An 
exception  to  this  pattern  is  the  highly  no- 
madic, large-billed  Type  2 — most  abundant  in 
Ponderosa  Pine  (Pinus  ponderosa)  forests, 
which  produce  highly  variable  cone  crops 
(Parchman  and  Benkman  2008).  Type  5 has 
some  nomadic  tendencies  (C.  Benkman,  pers. 
comm.),  and  it  stands  to  reason  that  Type  5 in- 
dividuals could  wander  still  more  widely  dur- 
ing die-offs  of  Lodgepole  Pine,  such  as  have 
been  occurring  in  the  West  because  of  wide- 
spread severe  Mountain  Pine  Beetle  (Dendroc- 
tonus  ponderosae)  outbreaks  since  1996 
(Safranyik  and  Carroll  2006). 

Each  Red  Crossbill  Type  probably  occupies 
what  several  authors  have  called  a “core 
zone,”  an  area  in  which  the  Type  most  com- 
monly occurs  (Dickerman  1987,  Knox  1992, 
Kelsey  2008).  When  in  their  core  zone,  many 
Types  appear  to  forage  most  efficiently  on  a 
single  key  conifer  (Benkman  1993),  but  all 
Types  also  feed  on  seeds  of  multiple  conifer- 
ous species  and  can  be  seen  switching  to 
those  conifers  that  provide  the  highest  energy 
yields  throughout  the  cone  cycle  (Benkman 


1987).  In  addition  to  the  regularly  used 
Lodgepole  Pine  and  Engelmann  Spruce,  nest- 
ing Type  5 Red  Crossbills  have  been  found 
feeding  on  seeds  of  Douglas-fir  and  of  Blue 
Spruce  (Picea  pungens)  in  Wyoming  (Kelsey 
2008),  and  Type  5 has  been  observed  occa- 
sionally nesting  in  Sitka  Spruce  forests  in 
coastal  California  (K.  Irwin,  pers.  comm.). 

Given  their  propensity  for  feeding  on  seeds 
of  Lodgepole  Pine  and  various  species  of 
spruce  in  the  intermountain  West,  the  Type  5 
Red  Crossbills  found  near  Pharsalia  were 
most  likely  utilizing  Norway  Spruce,  White 
Spruce,  or  possibly  Red  Pine  (see  Benkman 
1987);  both  Norway  and  White  Spruce  at  this 
plantation  produced  excellent  cone  crops  in 
summer  2006.  At  this  location  in  August 
2006,  nesting  Type  1 were  utilizing  White 
Spruce  and  European  Larch  and,  to  a lesser 
extent,  Norway  Spruce.  At  this  location  be- 
tween April  and  July  2007,  I observed  Type  1 
Red  Crossbills  with  dependent  juveniles  uti- 
lizing the  same  Norway  Spruce  cone  crop,  as 
well  as  a single  brood  of  Type  3 in  May  2007. 
Given  the  abundant  food  resources  in  the 
area,  one  wonders  whether  Type  5 might  have 
nested  locally  as  well. 

Observers  in  the  East  typically  observe 
small-  to  medium-billed  Red  Crossbills 
(Types  1,  3,  4,  and  10),  but  larger-billed  indi- 
viduals have  been  reported  sporadically  for 
many  years  and  have  been  the  source  of  much 
confusion  in  the  literature.  Early  twentieth- 
century  records  of  large-billed  Red  Crossbills 
in  the  Northeast  were  sometimes  thought  to 
have  come  from  Newfoundland  (see  Griscom 
1937),  where  Type  8 is  endemic  (Groth 
1993).  However,  subsequent  studies  have 
strongly  suggested  that  such  birds  were  more 
likely  to  have  been  of  Type  2,  now  known  to 
roam  very  widely  in  North  America,  includ- 
ing in  the  East  (Dickerman  1987,  Groth  1988, 
Benkman  1993a,  Groth  1993).  For  instance, 
Groth  (1988)  found  them  regularly  in  small 
numbers  in  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  in 


the  1980s,  and  since  that  time,  they  have  been 
detected  in  Ontario  (Groth  1993),  Maryland, 
Maine,  New  Jersey,  (Evans  and  O’Brien  2002, 
M.  O’Brien  pers.  comm.),  New  Hampshire 
(Young,  in  press),  and  New  York  (pers.  obs.; 
Groth  1993).  Benkman  (1993b)  notes  that 
measurements  of  the  large-billed  Type  5 al- 
most completely  overlap  those  of  Type  2,  al- 
though the  widths  of  the  grooves  in  their 
palate  used  for  husking  seeds  do  differ  be- 
tween these  Types.  Although  Type  2 should 
be  considered  the  most  likely  large-billed 
Type  in  the  East,  the  verification  of  Type  5 in 
upstate  New  York  in  2006  means  that  this 
Type  should  be  carefully  considered  as  well. 
Recordings  of  call-notes  given  by  flying  birds 
permit  identification  of  Red  Crossbills  to  Type 
and  should  be  submitted  to  local  avian 
records  committees;  recordings  of  Types  that 
are  locally  unusual  should  also  be  archived  at 
the  Macaulay  Library  of  Natural  Sounds  at  the 
Cornell  Lab  of  Ornithology. 
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Figure  1.  This  image  of  the  Bare-throated  Tiger-Heron  on  the  lower  levee  road  of  Bentsen-Rio  Grande  Valley  State  Park,  Texas  21 
December  2009  shows  the  narrow  dark  cap  contrasting  with  gray  cheek  and  side  of  crown,  the  fine  barring  in  the  neck  and  upper 
back,  the  more  coarsely  barred  sides  of  neck,  the  very  large  bill,  and  the  contrast  between  more  coarsely  spotted/barred  and  finely 
vermiculated  upperwing  coverts,  the  latter  an  indication  that  the  bird  is  not  yet  in  definitive  plumage.  Photograph  by  Rick  Snider. 


Abstract 

This  paper  discusses  discovery  and  identifica- 
tion of  the  United  States’  first  Bare-throated 
Tiger-Heron  (Tigrisoma  mexicanum),  found  at 
Bentsen-Rio  Grande  Valley  State  Park,  Hidal- 
go County,  Texas  on  21  December  2009  and 
last  reported  20  January  2010. 

Field  encounter 

On  21  December  2009  at  1530  CST,  the  au- 
thors observed  a Bare-throated  Tiger-Heron 
(Tigrisoma  mexicanum)  as  it  flushed  from  a 
small  tree  along  a levee  about  100  meters  west 
of  the  Bentsen-Rio  Grande  Valley  State  Park 
headquarters.  The  bird  landed  30  meters 
away  on  the  levee  road,  where  it  remained  for 
approximately  8 minutes  before  flying  south- 
ward over  an  irrigation  canal  and  into  a heav- 


ily wooded  area  surrounding  a pond  adjacent 
to  the  levee  road.  Word  was  circulated  within 
30  minutes  to  the  birding  community  via  the 
Internet,  and  hundreds  of  people  came  to 
search  for  the  bird  in  the  days  and  weeks  that 
followed. 

For  the  first  few  days  after  its  discovery,  the 
only  reports  of  the  bird  involved  brief  flyovers 
from  one  side  of  the  canal  to  the  other,  usual- 
ly at  dawn  or  dusk.  It  would  fly  at  dawn  from 
the  heavily  wooded  area  on  the  south  side  of 
the  canal  to  a scrubby  area  on  the  north, 
where  the  habitat  consisted  of  dried  Guinea 
Grass  (Panicum  maximum),  patches  of  sun- 
flower (Helianthus),  and  scattered  small  trees 
and  shrubs  typical  of  the  Tamaulipan  thorn- 
scrub.  At  dusk,  the  bird  was  typically  seen  fly- 
ing back  to  the  wooded  pond  area. 


Beginning  28  December,  the  bird  was  seen 
almost  daily  feeding  in  the  scrubby  area, 
catching  and  eating  Hispid  Cotton  Rats  (Sig- 
modon  hispidus)  and  insects.  It  was  sometimes 
visible  for  more  than  an  hour  at  a time.  When 
hunting,  it  would  stand  motionless  for  sever- 
al minutes  at  a time  and  strike  quickly  when 
prey  was  within  reach.  After  hunting  in  one 
area  for  a while,  it  would  usually  walk  to  an- 
other spot,  occasionally  flying  to  a new  area  in 
the  scrubby  field.  On  most  days,  it  seemed  to 
spend  the  entire  day  in  this  area.  Cotton  rats 
were  eaten  quickly,  usually  within  30  seconds 
of  capture.  The  bird  was  last  seen  at  this  site 
on  8 January  2010.  Subsequently,  it  was  seen 
11  and  12  January  from  the  observation  tow- 
er in  the  park  and  last  seen  20  January  from 
the  levee,  flying  eastward  into  the  park,  head- 
ing in  the  direction  of  the  observation  tower. 

Description 

The  Bare-throated  Tiger-Heron  at  Bentsen- 
Rio  Grande  Valley  State  Park  was  roughly  the 
size  of  an  American  Bittern  (Botaurus  lentigi- 
nosus)  but  appeared  more  heavyset,  with  an 
obviously  thicker  neck  and  bill  (Figure  1). 
The  plumage  was  mostly  typical  of  an  adult 
Bare-throated,  but  most  of  the  remiges  (the 
outer  six  primaries  and  all  secondaries) 
showed  regular  white  barring,  typical  of 
nonadult  plumages  (Figure  2),  and  the  lighter 
underparts,  lacking  rufous  or  cinnamon  in 
the  sides  and  flanks,  also  indicated  that  the 
bird  was  not  yet  in  definitive  plumage  (Fig- 
ures 1-3).  The  base  color  of  the  foreneck  and 
underparts  was  dusky  white,  more  buffy  on 
the  chest;  the  belly  was  whitish,  gradually 
blending  to  buff  on  the  chest.  The  sides  and 
back  of  the  neck  showed  closely  spaced  dark 
gray  bars,  giving  this  area  a dark  gray  appear- 
ance. The  white  on  the  front  of  the  neck  was 
rather  narrow  and  edged  in  black  where  it 
met  the  barring  on  the  sides,  and  there  was  an 
uneven  rufous  stripe  running  down  the  mid- 
dle of  the  white  foreneck  (Figure  3).  The 
sides  of  the  face  were  gray,  contrasting  strong- 
ly with  the  narrow  blackish  cap,  but  there  was 
some  trace  of  barring  in  the  auriculars  (Figure 
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Figure  2.  This  image  of  the  Bare-throated  Tiger-Heron  in  flight  over  the  canal  at 


Bentsen-Rio  Grande  Valley  State  Park,  taken  21  December  2009,  illustrates  well  the 
contrast  between  the  new  solidly  gray  inner  primaries  and  the  white-barred  secondar- 
ies and  outer  primaries  (juvenal  feathers),  which  suggests  a second-basic  plumage 
with  a second  prebasicwing  molt.  In  definitive  plumage,  Bare-throated  Tiger-Heron 
typically  shows  strong  rufous  or  cinnamon  tones  in  sides  and  flanks,  lacking  in  the 
Texas  bird.  Note  that  gray  axillars  of  definitive  plumage  are  apparently  beginning  to 
molt  in.  In  flight,  the  bird's  shape  was  similar  to  that  of  American  Bittern,  though  with 
heavier  body,  neck,  and  bill.  Photograph  by  Rick  Nirschl. 


Figure  3.  The  Bare-throated  Tiger-Heron  at  Bentsen-Rio  Grande  Valley  State  Park 
favored  a particular  scrubby  field  (seen  here)  for  foraging  on  insects  and  rodents.  This 
photograph,  taken  6 January  2010,  shows  the  bare,  yellowish  throat  and  the  white 
foreneck  edged  in  black  with  a streak  of  rufous  feathers  down  the  center.  Photograph 
by  Rick  Nirschl. 


4).  The  grayish-brown  back  and  upperwings 
were  hnely  barred  with  dark  gray,  with  off- 
white  flecks  in  some  coverts.  The  tones  of  the 
side  of  the  neck  and  hindneck  did  not  show 
appreciable  color  contrast  with  the  back,  an- 
other indication  that  the  bird  was  not  yet  in 
dehnitive  plumage,  in  which  the  grayer  back 
and  upperwing  surfaces  contrast  with  a 
browner  neck.  Fine  pale  vermiculation,  bare- 
ly visible  under  field  conditions,  was  also  vis- 
ible in  the  dorsal  surface.  The  leading  edge  of 
the  wing  was  whitish.  The  eye  was  yellow,  the 
maxilla  grayish,  and  the  mandible  paler,  be- 
coming yellow  in  the  basal  third.  The  un- 
feathered throat  was  pale  yellow.  The  legs 
were  a medium  gray.  When  the  bird  was  ob- 
served standing,  a small  patch  of  buff  feathers 
was  visible  near  the  bend  of  the  wing.  In 
flight,  the  wing  beat  seemed  slow  and  labori- 
ous, with  the  neck  held  outstretched  and 
showing  a large  bulge  near  the  body. 

Discussion 

American  Bittern  (BoUiiirus  laitiginosus),  juve- 
nile Black-crowned  Night-Heron  (Nycticorax 
nycticorax),  and  juvenile  Yellow-crowned 
Night-Heron  {Nyctanassa  violacea)  recall  Bare- 
throated  Tiger-Heron  in  general  proportions 
but  can  be  ruled  out  by  their  lack  of  gray  bar- 
ring on  the  neck,  shorter  bills,  and  yellowish 
legs.  Pinnated  Bittern  (B.  pinnatiis),  which 
ranges  as  far  north  as  the  Yucatan  Peninsula  of 
Mexico  (van  Perlo  2006)  has  some  brown,  not 
gray,  barring  on  the  neck,  but  this  is  much  less 
extensive  than  the  Bentsen  bird;  moreover, 
that  species  has  a shorter  bill  and  yellow  legs. 

Worldwide,  there  are  five  species  of  tiger- 
heron  in  the  subfamily  Tigrisomatinae:  New 
Guinea  Tiger-Heron  (Zonerodius  heliosyliis). 
White-crested  Tiger-Heron  (Tigriornis  Icucolo- 
phus)  in  Africa,  and  three  species  in  the  New 
World  genus  Tigiisomci:  Fasciated  Tiger-Heron 
(T.  fasciatiim),  Rufescent  Tiger-Heron  (T.  lin- 
efltum),  and  Bare-throated  Tiger-Heron  (T. 
mexicaiuim)  (del  Hoyo  et  al.  1992).  New 
Guinea  Tiger-Heron  can  be  eliminated  from 
consideration  by  the  Bentsen  birds  lack  of 
brown  barring  on  the  foreneck  and  lack  of 
whitish  rump  (del  Hoyo  et  al.  1992,  Beehler  et 
al.  1986).  White-crested  Tiger-Heron  also  has 
barring  on  the  front  of  the  neck  and  varying 
amounts  of  white  nuchal  feathers  (del  Hoyo  et 
al.  1992,  Barlow  and  Wacher  1997).  Rufescent 
Tiger-Heron  is  found  from  central  South 
America  as  far  north  as  eastern  Honduras, 
with  unconfirmed  reports  in  Belize  and  south- 
ern Mexico  (Howell  and  Webb  1995).  Adult 
Rufescent  differs  from  adult  Bare-throated 
(and  from  the  Bentsen  bird)  in  having  a rufous 
neck  with  no  barring  and  a shorter  bill. 

Adult  Fasciated  Tiger-Heron  is  most  simi- 


lar in  plumage  to  adult  Bare- 
throated  Tiger-Heron.  It 
ranges  from  central  South 
America  northward  to  Costa 
Rica  (Garrigues  and  Dean 
2007).  Fasciated  is  a smaller 
bird  than  Bare-throated,  and 
the  barring  on  the  neck  of  the 
adult  is  a darker  gray  or  black. 

The  cheek  is  dark  gray  and 
does  not  contrast  greatly  with 
the  color  of  the  neck  and  black 
on  the  crown;  in  Bare-throat- 
ed, the  light  gray  cheek  con- 
trasts sharply  with  the  darker 
neck  and  the  black  cap,  as 
seen  in  the  Bentsen  bird  (Fig- 
ures 1,  3).  In  adult  Fasciated, 
the  white  throat  reaches  the 
lower  mandible;  the  unfeath- 
ered throat  of  the  Bare-throat- 
ed Tiger-Heron  at  all  ages  is 
yellowish  (Figure  3),  although 
younger  Fasciateds  may  show 
minimal  feathering  on  the 
throat  (S.  N.  G.  Howell,  in 
litt.).  Finally,  Fasciated’s  bill  is 
shorter,  duskier,  and  heavier 
than  that  of  Bare-throated 
(Ridgely  and  Gwynne  1989) 
and  of  the  Bentsen  bird.  Fasci- 
ated Tiger-Heron  is  typically 
found  along  fast-flowing  rivers 
and  streams,  usually  with  sand 
or  gravel  banks,  in  forested 
foothills  and  lower  montane 
slopes;  Bare-throated  prefers 
more  open  lowland  coastal 
marshes  and  shorelines,  even 
roadside  ditches  (Garrigues 
and  Dean  2007),  more  similar 
to  habitats  in  the  Rio  Grande 
delta. 

Juveniles  of  all  tiger-heron 
species  have  similar  heavy 
brown  streaking,  and  identifi- 
cation can  be  challenging,  but 
adult  and  near-adult  plumages 
are  more  distinctive.  The  tran- 
sition to  adult  plumage  is  gradual.  Some  refer- 
ences indicate  that  Rufescent  Tiger-Heron,  for 
instance,  takes  as  many  as  five  years  to  attain 
definitive  plumage  (del  Hoyo  et  al.  1992),  but 
this  needs  study.  Bare-throated  Tiger-Heron 
probably  requires  three  plumage  cycles  to 
achieve  the  adult  plumage  aspect  (S.  N.  G. 
Howell,  in  litt.,  contra  Howell  and  Webb 
[1995]).  Howell  (in  litt.)  suggests  that  the 
Bentsen  bird  is  probably  best  considered  in 
second-basic  plumage  and  still  in  second  pre- 
basic  wing  molt.  Howell’s  most  recent  research 


(March  2010)  on  Bare-throated  Tiger-Herons 
in  Mexico  suggests  that  the  juvenile’s  prefor- 
mative  molt  (involving  feathers  of  the  body 
and  head)  produces  a variable  formative 
plumage,  with  some  individuals  appearing 
more  like  juveniles,  others  more  “advanced” 
in  terms  of  their  similarity  to  definitive  (adult) 
plumage.  (If  accurately  aged  as  a second-basic 
individual,  the  Bentsen  bird  could  be  said  to 
show  a fairly  “advanced”  aspect  to  the  head 
and  body  plumage.)  After  the  preformative 
molt,  the  first  molt  of  remiges  involves  re- 
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Figure  4.  Another  indication  that  the  Bare-throated  Tiger-Heron  at  Bentsen-Rio  Grande  Valley  State  Park  was  not  in  definitive 
plumage  was  the  presence  of  fine  barring  in  the  side  of  the  face  (including  the  auriculars),  as  seen  in  this  image  from  its  preferred 
scrubby  field6January2010.  Photograph  by  Rick  NirscM. 


placement  of  the  barred  juvenile  feathers  with 
solidly  colored  ones.  According  to  Howell, 
further  study  is  needed  to  determine  whether 
third-basic  individuals  may  be  considered  to 
be  in  definitive  plumage  or  whether  some  re- 
tain traces  or  aspects  of  juvenile  plumage. 

Bare-throated  Tiger-Heron  is  a monotypic 
species  that  ranges  from  Mexico  south 
through  Guatemala,  Belize,  Honduras,  El  Sal- 
vador, Nicaragua,  Costa  Rica,  Panama,  and 
into  extreme  northwestern  Colombia.  In 
1999,  a small  population  was  discovered  in 
Peruvian  mangrove  habitat,  nearly  1300  kilo- 
meters south  of  known  range  (Schulenberg  et 
al.  2007).  The  closest  records  of  Bare-throated 
Tiger-Heron  to  the  United  States  border  come 
from  the  Gomez  Farias  region  in  southwest- 
ern Tamaulipas,  Mexico,  about  240  kilome- 
ters south  of  Brownsville,  Texas  (Arvin  2001). 
Captive  individuals  may  exist,  but  we  could 
find  no  evidence  of  the  species’  presence  in 
avifaunal  collections  of  any  kind.  The  Texas 
Bird  Records  Committee  voted  to  accept  this 
record  as  valid  and  as  referring  to  a wild  bird 
(M.  Lockwood,  pers.  comm.),  thus  making  it 
a first  for  the  state  and  first  for  any  location 
north  of  Mexico. 
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With  increasing  fascination  for  the  deep  waters  off  Middle  America,  among  scientists  as  well  as  birders,  records  of 
little-known  seabird  species  and  rarely  recorded  migrants  have  spiked  in  recent  years.  Among  these  images  from 
Mexico,  Guatemala,  El  Salvador,  and  Costa  Rica  are  several  that  document  species  new  to  these  countries — and  one 
that  has  yet  to  be  included  on  the  official  list  of  North  American  birds. 


A fairly  common  non-breeding  visitor  to  warm  Pacific  waters  off  Central  America  and  southern  Mexico,  Tahiti  Petrel 
{Pseudobulweria  rostrata)  is  familiar  mostly  to  seabird  researchers  who  work  in  the  region  and  has  yet  to  be  added  to 
the  American  Ornithologists'  Union's  Check-list  of  North  American  Birds.  This  bird  was  one  of  two  or  three  seen  from  a 
small  boat  only  about  19-20  kilometers  off  Puerto  Angel,  Oaxaca  on  1 0ctober  2009.  Photograph  by  Steve  N.  G.  Howell. 


Five  Tahiti  Petrels  were  seen  during  a pelagic  trip  off  the  Pacific  coast 
of  Costa  Rica  1 8 and  1 9 September  2009,  including  this  one  photo- 
graphed on  the  19th,  leaving  little  doubt  that  this  species  has,  indeed, 
reached  North  American  waters.  Note  the  very  stout  bill,  typical  of  the 
genus  Pseudobulweria.  Photograph  by  Noel  Ureha. 


As  recently  as  2008,  there  were  no  verified  reports  of  Black-vented  Shear- 
water in  Central  America.  Only  one  year  after  an  initial  report  of  19  off  El  Sal- 
vador and  one  off  Costa  Rica  in  fall  2008,  El  Salvador  recorded  this  species  for 
the  fourth  and  fifth  time  this  fall,  including  this  one  photographed  29  Octo- 
ber 2009  off  Los  Cobanos.  Photograph  by  Jesse  Fagan. 


Providing  the  only  recent  records  of  Markham's  Storm-Petrel  in  Costa  Rican  waters  were  this  bird  and  another 
one,  each  found  within  two  large  mixed-species  storm-petrel  flocks  approximately  200  kilometers  south  of  the 
Nicoya  Peninsula  1 9 September  2009.  Photograph  by  Noel  Ureha. 
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El  Salvador  added  Least  Storm-Petrel  to  its  official  list  when  at 
least  three  were  observed  off  Los  Cobanos  on  29  October  2009. 
This  individual  provides  the  first  photographic  confirmation  of 
its  occurrence  in  the  country.  Photograph  by  Jesse  Fagan. 


Red-billed  Tropicbird  is  a regular  visitor  in  small  numbers  off  the  Pacific  coast  of  Central  America.  Three  were  reported  off  El  Sal- 
vador this  fall,  and  an  impressive  nine  were  observed  over  a three-day  period  in  Costa  Rica  in  September.  This  individual  provided 
excellent  views  for  those  participating  in  a 29  October  2009  pelagic  trip  off  Los  Cobanos  in  El  Salvador.  Photograph  by  Jesse  Fagan. 


This  adult  White  Tern  photographed  only  94  kilometers  southwest  of  the  Nicoya  Peninsula 
on  18  September  2009  provided  one  of  the  few  records  of  this  species  in  Central  America 
away  from  Cocos  Island  where  it  breeds.  Cocos  island  is  490  kilometers  southwest  of  main- 
land Costa  Rica.  Photograph  by  Noel  Ureha. 


Although  reported  several  times  in  the  past,  this  adult  Sabine's  Gull  provided  confirmation 
of  its  occurrence  in  Guatemala.  It  was  photographed  20  kilometers  off  Puerto  Quetzal  on  23 
August  2009.  Photograph  by  Renato  Fernandez. 


These  two  Bridled  Terns,  with  a Black  Tern  between  them  (and  another  preening,  far  right), 
provided  the  first  documented  evidence  of  the  species'  occurrence  in  Guatemala.  They  were 
found  20  kilometers  off  Puerto  Quetzal  on  23  August  2009.  Photograph  by  Renato  Fernandez. 


This  Red  Phalarope,  photographed  on  29  October  2009  off  Los  Cobanos,  provided  only  the 
fourth  record  for  El  Salvador.  Photograph  by  Jesse  Fagan. 
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1 • This  female  Amazon  Kingfisher  provided  Texas  with  its  second  "first"  of  the  winter  2009- 
2010  season,  not  to  mention  another  first  for  the  United  States.  It  was  one  of  four  species  of 
kingfishers  present  at  Zacate  Creek  in  Laredo,  Webb  County  from  24  January  (here)  through  3 
February.  Photograph  by  Robert  Epstein. 

2 • Nicely  captured  against  Phragmites  illuminated  by  the  setting  sun,  this  adult  Ivory  Gull  vis- 
ited Little  Compton,  Rhode  Island  23  January  2010.  Photograph  by  Geoff  Dennis. 

3 • This  Western  Meadowlark,  a species  casual  in  Alaska  at  any  season,  was  photographed 
along  the  grassy  edge  of  busy  Tongass  Avenue  in  Ketchikan,  Alaska  1 3 December  2009;  it  was 
not  seen  subsequently.  Photograph  by  Steven  C Heinl. 

4 • Pennsylvania's  long-awaited  first  Allen's  Hummingbird  came  in  the  form  of  this  adult  fe- 
male at  Leola,  Lancaster  County.  The  bird  was  first  detected  in  September  2009  but  was  not 
identified  conclusively  until  12  (here  13)  December,  when  it  was  banded;  it  stayed  until  28  De- 
cember. Photograph  by  Geoff  Malosh. 

5 • Perhaps  the  ninth  ever  recorded  in  North  America  and  second  in  British  Columbia,  this  Ori- 
ental Turtle-Dove  was  present  1 8 January  201 0 at  Alaksen  National  Wildlife  Area,  Delta  by 
Christopher  di  Corrado.  Photograph  by  Peter  Davidson. 

6 • New  Jersey's  sixth,  this  very  cooperative  female  Spotted  Towhee  remained  at  Palmyra  Cove 
Nature  Park  27  November  2009  through  3 March  2010  (here  21  February)  and  was  enjoyed  by 
may  birders.  Photograph  by  Howard  B.  Eskin. 
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1 • Costa  Rica's  first  Greater  Ani,  a bird  that  frequented  Tortuguero  in  winter  2004-2005,  caused  considerable  excite- 
ment Its  second  appeared  in  virtually  the  same  spot  on  19  January  2010  (here).  Is  it  possible  that  this  was  the  same 
bird  seen  four  years  prior?  Photograph  by  Kevin  Easley. 

2 • Utah's  ninth  Yellow-billed  Loon  was  observed  from  1 (here  2)  December  2009  through  12  March  2010  at  Quail  Creek 
State  Park,  Washington  County.  Photograph  by  Rick  Fridell. 

3 • This  Yellow-throated  Euphonia  was  one  of  three  found  1 0 kilometers  north  of  Oaxaca  City  18  January  201 0;  there  are 
no  previous  reports  of  the  species  in  this  heavily  birded  part  of  the  state  of  Oaxaca.  Photograph  by  Michael  L P.  Retter. 

4 • This  Townsend's  Solitaire  stayed  at  Yarmouthport,  Barnstable  County,  Massachusetts  12  (here  16)  January  through  4 
February  2010,  plenty  of  time  to  be  enjoyed  by  numerous  birders.  Photograph  by  Jeremiah  Trimble. 

5 • Providing  the  first  Virginia  record  in  more  than  six  years,  the  twiefth  for  the  state,  and  the  first  "twitchable"  individ- 
ual in  32  years,  this  Varied  Thrush  was  discovered  at  a Fairfax  County  residence  5 (here  13)  February  2010,  where  it  re- 
mained into  March.  Photograph  by  Brenda  Tekin. 

6 • White-necked  Petrels  are  uncommon  but  regular  off  the  Kona  Coast  of  Flawaii  Island,  Hawaii,  where  this  image  was 
taken  1 6 December  2009.  Photograph  by  Daniel  Webster/Cascadia  Research  Collective. 
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1 • This  adult  Yellow-winged  Tanager,  attending  a fruit  feeder  near  Los  Chiles,  Costa  Rica  from  1 0 December 
2009  through  at  least  29  January  201 0 (here),  was  assumed  to  be  of  wild  provenance  and  would  thus  estab- 
lish a first  record  of  its  natural  occurrence  in  the  country.  Photograph  by  Andres  Zuniga. 

2 • This  juvenile  Red-shouldered  Hawk  lingered  from  6 (here  8)  January  2010  through  the  end  of  the  season 
at  Kodak  State  Wildlife  Area  in  Windsor,  Weld  County,  Colorado,  providing  an  unprecedented  opportunity  for 
birders  to  study  the  species  in  the  state.  Photograph  by  Glenn  Walbek. 

3 • With  only  six  previous  Virginia  Piedmont  records  in  winter,  a Cape  May  Warbler  was  a surprising  visitor  to 
downtown  Charlottesville  6-9  (here  9)  January  2010.  Photograph  by  David  Shoch. 

4 • This  White-tailed  Kite  appeared  near  Sooner  Lake,  Noble  County,  Oklahoma  from  late  January  through  28 
February  (here)  2010.  Photograph  by  Steve  Metz. 

5 • Two  Soras  lingered  at  FortWhyte  Alive  in  Winnipeg,  Manitoba  until  early  December  2009  (here  23  Novem- 
ber), with  the  last  sighting  of  a single  bird  on  8 December.  There  vme  no  previous  winter  records  of  the 
species  for  the  province.  Photograph  by  Alfred  Aug. 


6 • This  adult  male  Anna's  Hummingbird  spent  the  winter  of  2009-2010  at  a Ketchikan,  Alaska  feeder  (here 
28  January  201 0).  Photograph  by  Jim  H.  Lewis. 

7 • This  Sage  Thrasher  in  Salisbury  4-20  (here  12)  January  2010  furnished  only  the  second  record  for  Massa- 
chusetts and  second  winter  record  for  the  New  England  region.  Photograph  byLen  Medlock. 
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1  • One  of  three  Eurasian  Wigeons  reported  in  the  Great  Basin  in  winter  2009-2010,  this  male  was  with  a large  flock  of 
American  Wigeons  20  December  2009  through  7 (here  6)  January  201 0 at  a golf  course  in  Hurricane,  Washington  County, 

Utah.  Photograph  by  Pkk  Fridell. 


2 • Quite  unusual  for  the  season  was  this  Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  in  Clayton  County,  Georgia  5-6  (here  6)  December  2009. 
Photograph  by  Darlene  Moore. 

3 • On  the  heels  of  record  in  Newfoundland  in  late  November  2009,  this  Common  Shelduck  in  Nahant,  Massachusetts  6-7 
(here  7)  December  2009  may  represent  a bona  fide  vagrant  from  the  increasing  European  population.  Photograph  by 
David  Jones. 

4 • West  Point  Lake  straddles  the  state  line  in  Troup  County,  Georgia  and  Chambers  County,  Alabama.  This  adult  male 
Ivory  Gull  (here  27  January  2010),  first  discovered  on  the  Georgia  section  of  the  lake  on  25  January  2010,  made  its  way 
into  Alabama  waters  on  29  January,  providing  a first  Alabama  record  and  the  southernmost  record  in  the  world.  Photo- 
graph by  Greg  D.  Jackson. 

5 • A male  Masked  Duck  was  found  at  Viera  Wetlands,  Brevard  County,  Florida  on  22  December  2009  (left).  It  exhibited 
courtship  behavior  before  departing,  as  seen  here  8 February  2010  (right).  Photographs  by  Donna  Faylo  (left)  and 
Lawrence  Taylor. 


6  • One  of  six  orioles  found  in  the  Washington  & Oregon  region  in  winter  2009-2010,  this  adult  male  Hooded  Oriole  spent 
the  season  at  Gaston,  Washington  County,  Oregon  (here  26  December  2009).  Photograph  by  David  Irons. 
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1 & 2 • South  of  usual  wintering  areas,  a male  Barrow's  Goldeneye  (left)  visited  Wichita,  Kansas  (here  14  January  2010),  and  a 
female  made  it  south  to  Tulsa,  Oklahoma  (here  1 January  2010).  Photographs  by  Larry  Londigan  (left)  and  Jo  Loyd. 

3 ’ Quite  an  unexpected  backyard  visitor  in  Georgia,  this  Virginia's  Warbler  sipped  hummingbird  nectar  in  a Valdosta  backyard 
from  1 5 January  (here  6 February)  into  March  2010.  Photograph  by  Gift  Beaton. 

4 > A rare  visitor  to  the  foothills  above  Lyons,  Larimer  County,  Colorado,  a feeder-frequenting  Harris's  Sparrow  met  its  match 
in  the  clutches  of  a Northern  Pygmy-Owl  on  8 December  2009.  Photograph  by  Joel  Such. 

5 • The  first  Mountain  Bluebird  recorded  in  Baja  California  Sur  was  this  female  near  La  Paz  on  1 1 January  2010.  Photograph 
by  Steven  G.  Mlodinow. 

6 • The  highlight  of  the  season  in  the  Trans-Pecos  region  of  Texas  was  this  male  Evening  Grosbeak  at  Big  Bend's  Boot  Canyon, 
Brewster  County  on  12  December  2009.  It  was  the  first  record  for  the  national  park  since  1993.  Photograph  by  Mark  W. 

Lockwood. 

7 • A star  of  the  winter  season  in  Missouri  was  the  state's  second  Black-throated  Sparrow,  which  spent  over  a month  at  a Sa- 
vannah, Andrew  County  feeder  (here  12  December  2009).  Photograph  by  Al  Smith. 
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1 • James  DeWitt  was  walking  along  the  Boise  River  Greenbelt,  Boise,  Idaho  on  4 December  2009  when  he 
discovered  and  photographed  this  Tricolored  Heron,  the  state's  second  and  first  in  winter.  Despite  diligent 
searches  by  several  birders,  the  bird  was  not  reported  again.  Photograph  by  James  DeWitt. 

2 • This  snowbound  Baird's  Sparrow  was  nicely  photographed  on  Otero  Mesa,  Otero  County,  New  Mexico  3 
December  2009.  Photograph  by  Raymond  A.  Meyer. 

3 • Though  still  quite  rare,  vagrant  Bell's  Vireos  are  showing  up  in  the  Southeast  more  frequently  in  recent 
years,  exemplified  by  this  individual  at  Lake  Mattamuskeet,  North  Carolina  on  27  December.  Photograph  by 

Allen  Bryan. 

4 • Probably  the  rarest  of  the  ducks  recorded  over  the  winter  of  2009-2010  in  Hawaii  was  this  female  Hooded 
Merganser  at  Waiakea  Pond,  Hawaii  Island,  nicely  documented  here  on  2 January.  Photograph  by  Michael 
Walther. 

5 • A Barnacle  Goose  created  quite  an  attraction  at  Grimsby,  Niagara  County,  Ontario  19  (here  22)  December 
2009  through  22  January  2010.  Photograph  by  Cathy  Giancarlo. 
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1 • After  a storm  in  mid-February  2010  off  the  coast  of  Labrador,  a flurry  of 
Ivory  Gulls  arrived  on  the  tip  of  the  Great  Northern  Peninsula,  remaining  for 
several  days  there.  This  bird  was  at  Goose  Cove  21  February.  Photograph  by 
Bruce  Mactavish. 

2 • This  young  male  King  Eider,  present  at  Cabrillo  Beach  in  San  Pedro,  Los  An- 
geles County  27  December  2009  through  20  (here  3)  January  201 0,  was  the 
first  in  Southern  California  in  fourteen  years.  Photograph  by  ChetMcGaugh. 

3 • Snagged  by  a fishing  kite  about  24  kilometers  southwest  of  Key  West, 
Monroe  County,  this  Yellow-nosed  Albatross  was  brought  aboard,  unhooked, 
and  quickly  released  22  December  2010.  Florida  has  two  prior  verified 
records.  Photograph  by  Brad  Simonds. 

4 • One  of  four  Brown  Violetears  ts  show  up  in  the  lowlands  of  Belize  this 
winter  was  this  individual  found  at  St.  Herman's  Blue  Hole  National  Park  20 
January  2010.  Two  others  were  found  about  a kilometer  away  on  the  other 
side  of  the  highway  (appropriately  named  the  Hummingbird  Highway).  Pho- 
tograph by  Mike  Matherly. 


5  • Irregular  in  its  appearances  in  Everglades  National  Park,  and  now  very  rare  in  southern  Florida,  this  Smooth-billed  Ani  at  Royal  Palm,  Miami-Dade  County  remained  9 February  2010  (here) 
through  the  end  of  the  season.  Photograph  by  Carlos  Sanchez. 


6  • A rarity  in  winter  in  Texas,  even  in  the  Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley,  this  Groove-billed  Ani  was  Falcon  State  Park  27  February  2010.  More  remarkable  still,  this  bird  was  one  of  seven  found  at  the 
state  park  that  day.  Photograph  by  Alan  Wormington. 
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1 • This  Le  Conte's  Sparrow  spent  19-23  (here  23)  December  2009  at  Little  Compton,  Rhode  Island. 
Photograph  by  Peter  Capobianco. 

2 • Maine's  first  MacGillivray's  Warbler  was  this  bird,  seen  in  Falmouth  1 9-22  (here  21 ) December 
2009.  Photograph  by  Doug  Hitchwx. 

3 • Providing  only  the  second  state  record  and  the  first  on  a Christmas  Bird  Count  in  Georgia  was 
this  female  Buff-bellied  Hummingbird  on  St.  Simon's  Island  2-29  (here  12)  January  2010.  Photo- 
graph by  Bob  Churl. 

4 • A Rustic  Bunting  at  Creighton,  Saskatchewan  became  the  star  of  the  season  in  the  Prairie 
Provinces  region  in  winter  2009-2010.  Here  shown  on  4 December  2009  (a  day  after  its  discovery), 
the  bunting  remained  until  22  February  2010  and  attracted  birders  from  far  and  wide.  Photo- 
graph by  Harvey  Schmidt. 

5 • Providing  the  second  record  of  the  species  for  Texas,  this  Northern  Wheatear  was  a crowd  pleas- 
er  near  Beeville,  Bee  County  from  30  December  2009  through  29  March  2010  (here  2 January). 
Photograph  by  Matthew  Matthiessen. 
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VHS  V 108  species  of  songbirds,  incuding  warblers  and  finches  $19.95 


ORDER:  1-800-876-0091  EXT.  103  OR:  www.mastervision.com 


Mini 


Satnid^ 


Or  mail  check  or  money  order  to  Masterv'ision,  Dept.  103,  PO  Box  807,  New  Hudson  MI  48165-0807.  Add  $5  S-i-H  per  Order. 


The  201 1 ABA  Calendar  is  NOW  AVAILABLE 
through  ABA  Sales,  featuring  the  photographs 
oiBirding  photo  editor  Brian  E.  Small 


Price  $13.95 


www.abasales.com  | 800-634-7736 
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“A  skillful  mix  of  video  and  stills  that 
will  delight  and  inform.” 

New  York  Times 
“Not  only  authoritati\  e,  but  also  literate, 
witty  and  full  of  interesting  facts.” 

Library  Journal 

“An  important  addition  to  printed  field 
guides.  ” Philadelphia  Inquirer' 

Audubon’s  VideoGuide  to  505  Birds 
of  North  America  on  Two  DVD  is 
the  ideal  application  of  DVD  tech- 
nology to  a reference  source.  Beauti- 
ful moving  footage  and  stills,  bird 
calls  and  sounds,  annotated  visuals, 
authoritative  narration  and  range 
maps  help  users  quickly  and  pre- 
cisely locate  any  of  247  bird  species 
in  DVD  I,  258  species  in  DVD  II,  or 
all  505  species  in  the  two-disk  set,  at 
the  touch  of  a button. 

By  using  your  DVD  player's  remote 
control  you  can  repeat  a segment,  a 
shot  or  any  part  of  a bird’s  descrip- 
tion as  often  as  you  like,  or  even 
study  footage  in  slow  motion.  DVD 
puts  you  in  control. 

Use  a laptop  or  portable  DVD  player 
and  you  can  easily  bring  this  unique 
reference  into  the  field  for  easy  on- 
site identification.  Also  included  in 
each  DVD  package  is  the  informative 
64-page  Mini  FieldGuide  to  505  Birds 
of  North  America^  which  will  help  you 
find  birds  on  disk  and  in  the  field.. 

6 Hours  $69.95 


New  Audubon  DVD  Release 
Available  September  2008 
Orders  Accepted  Now 


Audubon’s  VideoGuide  to  Butterflies 
Common  and  Endangered  contains 
extremely  rare,  never  before  seen  mov- 
ing footage  of  21  of  the  22  U.S.  endan- 
gered and  threatened  butterflies — the 
lone  exception,  the  Lotis  Blue,  has  not 
been  seen  by  anyone  in  its  Northern 
California  habitat  since  1994  and  may 
be  extinct — and  tells  the  stories  of 
how  they  came  to  be  at  risk. 

This  companion  to  the  classic 
Audubon  Society’s  VideoGuide  to  505 
Birds  of  North  America,  is  also  the 
first  field  video  guide  to  common  North 
American  butterflies,  the  kind  found 
in  backyards  across  the  continent.  It 
features  beautiful  video,  range  maps, 
and  informative  narration  about  more 
than  70  common  butterflies  in  their 
native  habitat. 

The  VideoGuide  was  written  by  Dr. 
Paul  Opler,  author  of  the  Peterson 
Field  (hiides  to  Eastern  and  Western 
Butterflies,  and  Jim  Ebner,  director  of 
Audubon  Butterfly  Essentials  for  Be- 
ginners and  Gardeners. 

2 Hours  $39.95 


"Fascinating  and  memorable.  Children 
might  get  hooked  on  butterOies." 

New  York  Times 

"Stumiing  footage,  soothing  narration 
and  lovely  background  music.  An  ex- 
traordinaiy  duo.”  Booklist 

“Engrossing....  magical...  an  excellent 
learning  tool  for  adults  and  children." 

Washington  Post 

Audubon  Butterfly  DVD  Essentials 
for  Beginners  and  Gardeners  has 
everything  the  budding  lepidopterist 
needs  to  begin  identifying  the  common 
butterflies  found  across  the  United 
States.  Included  is  an  easy-to- 
understand  introduction  to  butterfly  bi- 
ology, butterfly  lifecycles  and  behavior, 
as  well  as  identification  sections  on  30 
of  our  most  common  species. 

Each  butterfly  species  has  its  own  fa- 
vorite foods  and  habitat  which  can  help 
attract  them  to  your  backyard  garden. 
Essentials  contains  all  the  information 
you'll  need  to  turn  your  garden  into  a 
butterfly  paradise,  plus  in  depth  looks 
at  25  favorite  butterfly  plants  and  many 
of  the  butterflies  they  attract. 

The  beautiful  video  of  favorite  and  sur- 
prising butterflies  is  sure  to  delight. 
Essentials  for  Beginners  and  Garden- 
ers was  written  by  Paul  A.  Opler,  author 
of  the  Peterson  Field  Guides  to  East- 
ern and  Western  Butterflies,  and  di- 
rector Jim  Ebner. 

2 Hours  30  Mins  $39.95 


MORE  INFO  OR  ORDER  AT  ITiastervision.COm  or  800-876-0091  Xl03  MONEY  BACK  GUARANTEED! 
Or  send  check  or  money  order  to  Mastervision,  Dept.  103,  PO  Box  48,  Howell  MI  48844-0048.  Add  $5  S&H  per  order. 


